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Using energy more efficiently through improved technologies and processes has long been the clear 

winner when it comes to cost-effective ways to promote energy and emissions savings. Despite the 

enormous potential of energy efficiency gains, progress is often hard to incent. On March 22, 2011, the 

Energy and National Security program at CSIS hosted leading experts to share their insights on the 

potential for catalyzing major steps forward through a variety of innovative initiatives in the areas of 

energy efficiency, clean energy supply and cross-cutting solutions.  

Rick Duke, at the Office of Policy and International Affairs at the Department of Energy, provided the 

opening keynote and highlighted the upcoming Clean Energy Ministerial that will take place in Abu 

Dhabi in early April. Duke provided insight into what to expect from the CEM and emphasized the 

progress that has already been made through this initiative. Duke stressed the necessity of using 

international collaboration as a means to advance energy efficiency, utilizing both the public and the 

private sector to achieve aggressive gains. 

Kateri Callahan, President of the Alliance to Save Energy, gave the second keynote, and set the stage for 

ongoing domestic initiatives and provided an outlook for energy efficiency for 2011. Callahan spoke of 

the challenges and opportunities her organization has faced when promoting energy efficiency policy, 

especially given the existing political and economic climate. She stressed that in a world with a 

seemingly insatiable appetite for energy, policy to reduce demand is the most important way to 

approach this issue. 

Graham Pugh from the Department of Energy was a member of the panel that followed, and provided 

more context and specifics about the Clean Energy Ministerial by giving in-depth analysis of several of 

the key programs being implemented by members of the Ministerial, including the Global Superior 

Energy Performance (GSEP) Partnership and the Super-efficient Equipment and Appliance Deployment 

Initiative (SEAD).  Jennifer Layke of Johnson Controls accompanied Pugh on the panel and discussed 

findings from the Energy Efficiency indicators survey. The survey was composed through polling work 

done by Johnson Controls which identified several key factors driving company interest in ‘energy 

management’. The identification of the drivers as well as the barriers is essential for both the public and 

private sectors as they pursue ways to maximize savings in energy, finance, and emissions in existing and 

new infrastructure.  

Russell Sturm, the final member of the panel from the International Finance Corporation talked about 

the importance of creating a global finance structure to support investments in energy efficiency 

upgrades.  Although the return on investment for this type of venture is proven to be substantial, the 

current financial system is not built to mobilize large amounts of private investor funding in this area. 

 



Highlights from each speaker: 
Rick Duke: 

 The Clean Energy Ministerial is focused on promoting national policies that dive clean energy 

investments and engages both the public and private sectors.  

 It is aimed toward developing country specific policies, meaning there is no need to settle on a 

consensus “lowest common denominator” outcome. 

 The main policy goals of the CEM include: energy efficiency, clean energy supply, and innovative 

cross cutting solutions - want to cut worldwide demand so as to avoid the need for 500 power 

plants. 

Graham Pugh: 

 Global partnerships play a critical role in the success of the Clean Energy Ministerial. Details of 

their cooperative programs can be found at: www.cleanenergyministerial.org 

Kateri Callahan: 

 Public policy drives energy efficiency through: investment in R&D, incentive programs, public 

education and outreach and the creation and enforcement of codes and standards (used to take 

inefficient products off the market). 

 Looking forward, the President has put forth doubling in investment in energy efficiency though 

initiatives such as appliance standards, building codes, tax incentives, Homestar, Buildingstar, 

EER or CES. 

Jennifer Layke: 

 Energy efficiency survey indicates energy management is a top priority for the majority of 

decision makers.  

 Top motivating factors are: capital savings, greenhouse gas reductions, an enhanced public 

image, and government and utility inventive programs. 

 The top barriers to capturing efficiency savings are: lack of investment capital, insufficient return 

on investment, uncertainty around savings, and a lack of technical expertise (especially in India). 

 Although standards and codes are important for individual products, each individual standard 

must be integrated to create a systems approach. This is especially pertinent for the building 

industry, as buildings remain large users of energy and must employ energy efficiency designs to 

reduce loads, upgrade equipment and monitor and control progress. 

Russell Sturm 

 Energy efficiency investments address individual behavior and market dysfunction. 

 Efficiency investments are less risky and yield higher returns, so, how can rational investment 

systems be created to capitalize on these opportunities? 

 Need to intervene to support the scale-up along market development curve. 

 Industry standards and competition needed to foster quality and gain consumer support. 

http://www.cleanenergyministerial.org/

