Reporting Disaster and Disaster Risk

Management

Natural hazards can occur almost anywhere anytime
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How does a natural hazard become a disaster?



Reporting Disaster and Disaster Risk

Management

Vulnarability

Disaster = Hazard X
Mitigation

Disaster Risk Management



What is a disaster?

For a disaster to be entered
Into the database at least
one of the following criteria
must be fulfilled:

e Ten (10) or more people
reported killed.

* Hundred (100) or more
people reported affected.
» Declaration of a state of
emergency.

o Call for international
assistance.
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How does a natural hazard become a disaster?

* |n an industrialised country on average 22 people are
killed in a disaster, the figure rises to 1,052 in the
developing world.

= A simple rule: the poorer the population of the affected
country, the bigger the negative social and economic
Impact.

= The only long term solution: poverty reduction, social
and economic development, good governance

* Thus reducing vulnarability and increasing mitigation

= Journalists have an important role to play



Relief p

Statesman News Service

KENDRAPARA, Sept. 21:
With consummate ease,
four-wheelers  carrying
relief pass the national
highway to reach areas rav-
aged by overflowing rivers.
Then begins the serpentine
turn to the bumpy river
embankment road towards
Bedari in Patkura area.
With this unfolds the visi
ble signs of devastation
wrought by the Chitrotpala
river whose turbulent
waters had ripped apart the
vulnerable embankment
yesterday morning.

The speeding lorries are
brought to a halt at the
embankment-breach spot
as the water has gobbled up
human settlements,
Motorists’ drive to the dev-
astated territory come to a
predictable end at the
embankment breach point.
As the road link gets sev-
ered, so does the flow of
relief material.

The relief-laden trucks
predictably get stranded,
with few boats to ferry the
goods to thousands of peo-
ple still perched unprotect-
ed on roof-tops. Stormy
weather conditions aggra-
vate the plight of the
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Vmagers mke shelter on the embankmenz of Daya ri ver, near Phulpal wlluge of Puri disinict on Sunday.

B PRAHLAD MAHATO

affected,” said officials in-
charge of relief and rescue
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lakh people scattered over
these areas are affected by
the watery ingress,” said 'vIr

Lamans Choeiana

Disaster Reporting

Marshaghai, Mahakalpada,
Kendrapara and Derabish

Vblocks The ofﬁmal ﬂood
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Critical journalism
doesn‘t stop in a
disaster situation

A
at a snail’s pace, adding to.

the misery of the isolated.
The government mecha-

wicrm ic vt tn ha cfraam.

ampered by rain

“Our party is carrying out
relief operation. 1 have per-
sonally covered many of
the marooned areas. Till
now relief has not reached
the marooned people in a
number of villages. We suc-
ceeded in reaching peopte.
only because our party
cadres had procured 12
country boats a day before
the disaster. The boat own-
ers were local residents and
they ferried us to most of
the uncovered areas,” Mr
Mohapatra said.

Non-governmental
organisations were the first
to reach the affected, no
government agencies were
seen working at the ground
level of the flooded areas.
Not a. single polythene
sheet has been supplied as
yet. There is no semblance
of drinking water or halo-
gen tablets. Residents of
flood-affected areas are
being exposed to water-
borne diseases which could
have disastrous conse-
quences.

Loopholes in the relief
and rescue operation are
too glaring to escape
notice. The collector today
has suspended three offi-
. cials who were in charge of
" relief supervision.

- Meanwhile the NH-5.(A)
bemdes the Haldiagada-
Garadapur Road contin-
ues to be the temporary
shelter for thousands of
flood victims. s

‘Inadequate
relief distrib

Statesman News Service

JAGATSINGHPUR, Sept.22:
Although. abundant relief
matettal are ready ta be dis-
tributed arongst the flood

victims here, the district |

administration is reportedly
facing an acute shortage in
staff needed to disuibute
them. This apart, shortage of
adequate number of boats,
recent continuous rains and
above all, alleged misman-
agement and lack of coordi-
nationt among the officials
are hindering the smooth
and timely disbursement of
much-needed relief items in
the affected district.

Though the people of this
coastal district are heaving a
sigh of relief following reced-
ing of water at Daleighai,
non-reaching of relief items
have added to their misery,
sources-said. While the dan-
ger mark at Daleighai was
57-feet, water was flowing at
a disturbing 63-feet level
However, ithas now receded
to 61 feet, official sources
said.

The timely supply of relief

material including food,
polythene sheets, medi-
cines, drinking water
pouches, lantern, candles
and matchboxkes could have
afleviated the woes of affect-
ed people who have taken
shelter in relief camps,
embankments and yoof
tops, but inordinate delay
has frustrated them.
" More than 50 children
have been affected with
fever, diarrhoea and vomit-
ing without proper food and
by consumption of contam-
inated water.
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Relief material being loaded in an [AF chopper at Biju R
Pattnaik Air Port in Bhubaneswar on Monday. M SNS

Mrs Malati Dei of
Kathokoa said that her two-
year old son is suffering
from fever, but she could not
avail medicines. There are a
dozen instances like Malad,
sources said.

In some pockets, while
kerosene has been distrib-
uted, there is nolantern. The
affected people alleged that
they have to live in dark
despite having kerasene as
they de not have lanterns.
“Does the administration
suppose us to drink
kerosene,” they sarcastically
remarked.

The additional district
magistrate Mr BV Ekka
admitted that only kerosene
and no lanterns and candles
have been supplied to
affected people. He said that
the reported staff shortage
has been solved as addition-
al staff and officials of non-
hit areas have been sent to

Kujang, Tirtol and RBiridi
areas.

The officer on special duty
and former collector Mr
Pradipta Kumar Mchapatra
has visited Daleigahi and
other flood affected areas of
Biridi and Tirtol areas to
inspect relief and rescue
operation. Air-dropping of
relief items took place in
seven panchayts of Tirtol
blockand 42-mouza areaof
Biridi.

Official sources said that
about 1.41 lakh residents of
188 villages of 61 panchyats
have been affected in this-

district, while reliefhas been
supplied to 38,579 people in»

44 camps of this district. "
Sources said Lilipta
Mohapatra, an employee of
Hanusura branch of a
nationalised bank has been
swept away by flood waters
while he was refurni
home in last afterncon. P
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Training for Journalists

Central Asia and Afghanistan
(earthquakes, regional cooperation)

India (natural and industrial disasters)

Indonesia (Tsunami early
warning system)
SADC region (early warning)

Mozambique (floods)

Disaster Risk Reporting = Environmental Reporting



Reporting Disaster Risk

pre disaster

- Do research and report on disaster risk management
measures, such as early warning systems, evacuation
plans, mock up drills etc.

 Inform community members regarding hazards
« Show possible means for disaster preparedness

- Keep a watchful eye on government preparations and of
other involved institutions

 Beware of concocted disasters



Reporting Disaster Risk

post disaster

» Become the ears and eyes of the public in discovering any
misuse of funds and logistics

- Have a watchful eye on government as well as NGO actions

* Help to reunite families and to rebuild trust and self confidence in
the communities

* Publish stories to heal victims’ psychological trauma, interview
trauma counsellors

* For radio: provide call in or talk-back programs for people to
people interactions

» Cover reconstruction and rehabilitation activities

- Become the watchdog regarding preparedness for the next
disaster to come



Reporting Disaster Risk

Press Relation Officers should ...

= produce and distribute comprehensive brochures and
other information and educational material on disaster

prevention for general public, stakeholders, schools, etc.

= present their institutions policies and actions to
journalists and general public

= keep journalists informed, answering their
questions

Journalists should ...

= do research and report on disaster risk management
before, on relief aid during and on lessons learned after
a disaster

m cooperate and network internationally

= stick to the facts and try to avoid rumours and
sensationalizing

= fulfil a watchdog role before,

= in a disaster situation give journalists Common Obligation during and after a disaster
access to the field and to officials )
from relevant institutions . , G = after a disaster help to
= rise public awareness of possible risks, reunite families and
m become professional in prevention and mitigation measures rebuild self confidence

crisis and emergency risk
communication

= agree upon standards of operational

procedures in a disaster situation

disseminate warning messages as
quick and reliable as possible

keep the population well informed
thus avoiding rumours and panic
in a disaster situation

Disaster Risk Management and the Media

@ INWEnt — Capadity Building International, 2006



Training for Journalists

Media Orlentatlon Workshop in Disaster R| ‘
Reduction, Mamallapuram July 22- 23, 2010’



Training for Journalists in India
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Consultant: Dr. Ans
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Training for Journalists

Top 10 Natural Disasters in India for the period 1981 to 2010 sorted by numbers of killed

Disaster Date No Killed
Earthquake (seismic activity) 26-Dec-2004 16,389
Storm 28-0Oct-1999 9,843
Earthquake (seismic activity) 29-Sep-1993 9,748
Epidemic May-1984 3,290
Epidemic Nov-1988 3,000
Storm 9-Jun-1998 2,871
Extreme temperature 26-May-1998 2,541
Flood May-1994 2,001

Flood Aug-1998 1,811



Training for Journalists

Reporters
own
experience




Training for Journalists

Experience

Disaster Risk
Science and
Institutions




Training for Journalists

Experience

Disaster Risk
Role of Media




Experience
Disaster Risk
Institutions
Role of Media

Excursion

Training for Journalists




Training for Journalists

Research in
Kalpakkam




Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam

before Tsunami




Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam L\ L\ e

5 years after
Tsunami




Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam

Rebuilt at the
same spot




Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam

Discussing
disaster
preparedness




Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam X

Next disaster
in the making




Reporting Disaster

and Disaster Risk Management

e Journalists are good in covering events — but often fail
covering processes

* A disaster always makes for a gripping story

e Disaster Preparedness, however, is a slow and difficult
process rarely offering catchy headlines

* Disaster Risk Reporting needs to have a strong local
focus — coverage must be done by local journalists

How to make
disaster risk management
ajuicy story?



Reporting Disaster

and Disaster Risk Management

[ Journalism ]

Disaster reporting

Natural and industrial disasters are always covered by the media,
but reporters could do far more than merely assume the role of
observers. They should raise people’s awareness of imminent
dangers, warn of risks and cover technologies that help to prevent

catastrophes.

[ By Christina Kamlage and Dirk Asendorpf ]

Development and Cooperation No. 9 2010



Reporting Disaster

and Disaster Risk Management

The new buildings, however, are located exactly where the old village was, less than
100 metres away from the surf. A cyclone would flood it once more, not to mention a
tsunami. “Relocating was out of the question,” the village chief says, “we have to be
close to our boats.” Unlike before, however, the village will now get early warnings

over the airwaves.

There is another kind of danger,
however. Three kilometres north of
Mayurkuppam, a security fence blocks
the beach. Behind the fence, two
reactor blocks of a nuclear power plant
tower into the sky. A third block is
scheduled to become operational next
year. Next to the power plant are an
interim storage facility for nuclear waste
and a reprocessing plant. “We don’t
know whether there is an emergency
plan in case of an accident, or whether
we are meant to be warned or
evacuated,” says the chief of the fishing
village. The journalists busily take
notes.

Industrial accidents can cause
catastrophes too, as was evident in
the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico
this year. Internationally, the names
of the towns of Chernobyl and
Bhopal became synomyms of mass
suffering after terrible accidents in
the past. Of course, the media are
relevant in such contexts too. They
can point out risks, for instance, or
inform people of emergency plans.
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