
Reporting Disaster and Disaster Risk 
Management 

Natural hazards can occur almost anywhere anytime

How does a natural hazard become a disaster?



Reporting Disaster and Disaster Risk 
Management 

Vulnarability

Mitigation
Disaster =

Disaster Risk Management

Hazard x



What is a disaster?

For a disaster to be entered 
into the database at least 
one of the following criteria 
must be fulfilled: 

• Ten (10) or more people 
reported killed. 
• Hundred (100) or more 
people reported affected. 
• Declaration of a state of 
emergency. 
• Call for international 
assistance. 

(EM-DAT – The International 
Disaster Database)

EM-DAT contains core data on over 
18,000 disasters from 1900 to present. 

http://www.emdat.be/


How does a natural hazard become a disaster?



 
In an industrialised country on average 22 people are 
killed in a disaster, the figure rises to 1,052 in the 
developing world.



 
A simple rule: the poorer the population of the affected 
country, the bigger the negative social and economic 
impact. 



 
The only long term solution: poverty reduction, social 
and economic development, good governance



 
Thus reducing vulnarability and increasing mitigation



 
Journalists have an important role to play



Disaster Reporting

Critical journalism 
doesn‘t stop in a 
disaster situation



Training for Journalists

Mozambique (floods)

SADC region (early warning)

Central Asia and Afghanistan 
(earthquakes, regional cooperation)

Indonesia (Tsunami early 
warning system)

India (natural and industrial disasters)

Disaster Risk Reporting = Environmental Reporting



Reporting Disaster Risk

pre disaster
•

 

Do research
 

and report
 

on disaster risk management 
measures, such as early warning

 
systems, evacuation 

plans, mock
 

up drills
 

etc.

• Inform community members regarding hazards

• Show possible means for disaster preparedness

•
 

Keep
 

a watchful eye
 

on government preparations
 

and of 
other involved institutions 

• Beware of concocted disasters



Reporting Disaster Risk

post disaster
•

 

Become the ears

 

and eyes

 

of the public

 

in discovering any 
misuse

 

of funds

 

and logistics

• Have

 

a watchful eye

 

on government as

 

well as

 

NGO actions

•

 

Help

 

to reunite families

 

and to rebuild trust

 

and self confidence

 

in 
the communities

•

 

Publish stories

 

to heal victims’

 

psychological trauma, interview 
trauma counsellors

•

 

For radio: provide call

 

in or

 

talk-back programs for

 

people to 
people interactions

• Cover reconstruction

 

and rehabilitation activities

•

 

Become the watchdog regarding preparedness for the next 
disaster

 

to come



Reporting Disaster Risk



Training for Journalists

Media Orientation Workshop in Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Mamallapuram, July 22-23, 2010



Training for Journalists in India



Training for JournalistsTop 10 Natural Disasters in India for the period 1981 to 2010 sorted by numbers of killed

Disaster Date No Killed
Earthquake (seismic activity) 26-Jan-2001 20,005

Earthquake (seismic activity) 26-Dec-2004 16,389

Storm 28-Oct-1999 9,843

Earthquake (seismic activity) 29-Sep-1993 9,748

Epidemic May-1984 3,290

Epidemic Nov-1988 3,000

Storm 9-Jun-1998 2,871

Extreme temperature 26-May-1998 2,541

Flood May-1994 2,001

Flood Aug-1998 1,811

Training for Journalists



Training for Journalists

Reporters 
own 
experience



Training for Journalists

Experience

Disaster Risk 
Science and 
Institutions



Training for Journalists

Experience

Disaster Risk

Role of Media



Training for Journalists

Experience

Disaster Risk

Institutions

Role of Media

Excursion



Training for Journalists

Research in 
Kalpakkam



Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam
before  Tsunami



Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam
5 years after 

Tsunami



Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam
Rebuilt at the 

same spot



Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam
Discussing 

disaster 
preparedness



Training for Journalists

Kalpakkam
Next disaster 
in the making



Reporting Disaster 
and Disaster Risk Management

• Journalists are good in covering events – but often fail 
covering processes

• A disaster always makes for a gripping story

• Disaster Preparedness, however, is a slow and difficult 
process rarely offering catchy headlines

• Disaster Risk Reporting needs to have a strong local 
focus – coverage must be done by local journalists

How to make 
disaster risk management 

a juicy story?



Reporting Disaster 
and Disaster Risk Management

Development and Cooperation No. 9 2010



Reporting Disaster 
and Disaster Risk Management

Development and Cooperation No. 9 2010

There is another kind of danger, 
however. Three kilometres north of 
Mayurkuppam, a security fence blocks 
the beach. Behind the fence, two 
reactor blocks of a nuclear power plant 
tower into the sky. A third block is 
scheduled to become operational next 
year. Next to the power plant are an 
interim storage facility for nuclear waste 
and a reprocessing plant. “We don’t 
know whether there is an emergency 
plan in case of an accident, or whether 
we are meant to be warned or 
evacuated,” says the chief of the fishing 
village. The journalists busily take 
notes.

Industrial accidents can cause 
catastrophes too, as was evident in 
the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico 
this year. Internationally, the names 
of the towns of Chernobyl and 
Bhopal became synomyms of mass 
suffering after terrible accidents in 
the past. Of course, the media are 
relevant in such contexts too. They 
can point out risks, for instance, or 
inform people of emergency plans. 

The new buildings, however, are located exactly where the old village was, less than 
100 metres away from the surf. A cyclone would flood it once more, not to mention a 
tsunami. “Relocating was out of the question,” the village chief says, “we have to be 
close to our boats.” Unlike before, however, the village will now get early warnings 
over the airwaves. 
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