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I will like to thank the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS) for inviting me to this forum and more importantly 
I congratulate the centre for its agenda-setting program on 
Nigeria.  
 
I believe strongly that current work by CSIS can provide the US 
people, business and the Obama administration the information 
and analysis required to engage strategically with business, 
government and people in Nigeria. 
 
Let me also welcome and thank all of you for coming to this 
session and in particular Stephen Morrison, Jennifer Cook and 
Brian Kennedy for anchoring and coordinating the session.  
 
As you are all aware the President of Nigeria, Mallam Umaru Musa 
Yar’ Adua took ill in November 2009 and had to be flown to Saudi 
Arabia for treatment. Due to his prolonged absence a wave of 
uncertainty, threats and near disasters enveloped the polity and 
something had to be done to pull us back from the brink. A joint 
resolution of the National Assembly that was anchored on the 
doctrine of necessity was passed thus paving way for Vice 
President Goodluck Jonathan to ascend the position of Acting 



President and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
 
Since the passage of the resolution, the Acting President has taken 
necessary action to strengthen government capacity to meet key 
challenges. These actions include the appointment of a Presidential 
Advisory Council under the leadership of two distinguished 
Nigerians: Theophilus Danjuma, a retired general and Ben 
Nwabueze a well known professor of constitutional law; a new 
National Security Adviser, General Aliyu Gusau and twenty-four 
hours ago, the reconstitution of the Executive Council of the 
Federation among several other important changes. The goal 
according to Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan Acting President is to 
stabilize the polity, get Nigeria back to work and drive the 
processes towards upholding our “unity, citizenship and 
development”. 
 
One of my American friends who is seated in the audience said to 
me weeks ago: “Oronto, the news from your great country 
makes my blood pressure to palpitate too dangerously!” Well, 
with Boko Haram, Abdul Mutalab, The reoccurring Jos Crisis and 
car bombs in Warri in mind, all I could offer to my friend then 
was regrets and a request that we all work together to avert such 
unwarranted palpitations! In this wired world of today bad news of 
the shocking variety can without warning be delivered to you 
without solicitation. How I wish the good news from Nigeria gets 
dispatched just as quickly too! 
 
I have always held the view that Nigeria’s political stability and 
economic prosperity is in Africa’s’ and humanity’s interest. 
Therefore, doing legitimate business with Nigeria and Nigerians in 
the area of job creation, building peace, protecting the 
environment and human rights; rebuilding and expanding our 
decaying infrastructure and investing in education and health 
delivery system are critical.   
 
The Libyan strong man Col. M Gaddaffi contributing to the 
discourse on Nigeria made two suggestions which he has since 
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dispatched top diplomats to clarify and apologized. First he said 
Nigeria should be divided into two: What he called “Muslim 
North” and “Christian South”. Then he reversed himself to say 
no, it should be divided along tribal groups. To Mohamed Gadaffi 
new dream, present Nigeria will give birth to 250 countries! It is 
not clear whether Gadaffi suggestions are all in line with the 
predictions coming from the United States that Nigeria will 
disintegrate in 2015! It is this background of festival of bad news 
that current policy options in the governance of Nigeria are 
presently directed. 
 
In the year ahead the Federal Government aims to focus on: 
 

1.) Electoral Reforms to enthrone electoral integrity and 
strengthen democracy in Nigeria 

 
2.) Resolving the Niger Delta crisis and enthroning a 

sustainable framework for the development of the region 
while accelerating investment 

 
3.) Reforming and strengthening the energy sector through a 

strong and viable Petroleum Industry Act and a 
recalibration of our approach to eliminating energy 
poverty in Nigeria 

 
4.) Expand national capacity in the Agricultural sector as part 

of our overall strategy to promote food security and 
diversify our economy 

 
5.) Strengthen the financial services sector 

 
6.) Enhance anti-corruption and anti-money laundry 

initiatives 
 

7.) Promote Human Rights and eliminate impunity 
 
These all flow from the seven point agenda outlined by President 
Umaru Musa Yar Adua and they would all of course build on the 
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progress that has already been made, particularly in the first three 
sectors. So there will be continuity but with additional vigor, 
urgency and fresh perspectives. 
 
Acting President Jonathan in a recent address at a forum on 
electoral integrity regretted that:  

 
In an era of advances in information and 
telecommunication technology in Nigeria our young 
people are yearning to participate in politics and to bring 
the things that matter most to them into the political 
arena. Unfortunately electoral malpractice and violence is 
keeping them away and breeding frustration throughout 
the country.  
 
 

The Acting President believes that of all the challenges Nigeria 
currently faces instituting electoral integrity is the greatest as it has 
a corresponding impact on all sectors.  
 
A few weeks ago the Acting President sent the Justice Uwais 
committee report unaltered to the National Assembly to guide 
constitutional changes that will promote electoral integrity and 
justice. The National Assembly has already successfully passed 
changes in the constitution that will now go through at least 2/3 
of the state houses of assembly in the country. We are very 
confident that these changes will pass successfully. 
 
While constitutional and legal changes are important, the acting 
president holds the view that actual actions of the government 
must reflect the desire for positive change. The Anambra State 
Governorship election and the Etsako Central constituency 
election into the Edo State House of Assembly have already been 
used by the Acting President to demonstrate his commitment to 
free and fair election. Most people agree that despite logistical 
challenges occasioned by the tardiness of the electoral umpire 
INEC, the elections were free and fair and definitely devoid of 
government interference.  
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The Acting President made sure that everybody understood 
correctly that the federal government wanted genuine elections.   
 
Subsequent elections must follow this trend. 
 
Another key challenge that confronts Nigeria today is peace and 
stability in the Niger Delta. We all know that Nigeria is totally 
dependent on the Niger Delta for current and future energy needs 
including electricity. This means that all national goals in energy 
sufficiency are meaningless as long as the Niger Delta is unstable. 
Last year Nigeria fell far short of the target of 6,000 Mega Watts 
mainly as a result of gas supply problems associated with the crisis 
in the delta. This had an impact on quality of life all over the 
country and poor industrial capacity utilization as well as the effect 
of diverting investments away from Nigeria.  
 
Some of you will have noticed that the Acting President has 
retained the Power portfolio in the recent reconstitution of the 
Executive council. The Acting President is determined to put in 
place a robust framework to tackle the epileptic power supply that 
is the bane of our efforts to develop and industrialise our nation.  
While an efficient and effective oil and gas sector remains the 
anchor of Nigeria’s energy output, we must not lag behind the 
world in seeking to promote alternative sources of energy.  
 
Alternative energy will diversify our energy grid, reduce our 
dangerous reliance on hydrocarbons but above all help to preserve 
and sustain the integrity of the ecology in the Niger Delta and in 
the North.   
 
The entire national, state and local government procurement plans 
are also dependent on the oil from the Niger Delta. The Nigerian 
economy is totally and helplessly dependent on oil from the Niger 
Delta. Conflict in the Niger Delta has reduced Nigeria’s 
production capacity over the past three years with an impact on 
our federal, state and local government budgets and consequently 
the entire economy.  
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In order to reverse the negative impact of the Niger Delta conflict 
on Nigeria, President Yar Adua in mid 2009 offered an 
unconditional amnesty to militants in the region. The amnesty was 
accepted by majority of the militant groups. A disarmament 
exercise was carried out as part of the amnesty and currently a few 
thousands disarmed ex-militants are waiting to participate in the 
post amnesty rehabilitation program. 
 
The post amnesty program has been slow and disappointing but a 
new impetus is now being given to the program, which will 
encompass reorientation, retraining, job creation and 
entrepreneurial support for youth in the Niger Delta, particularly 
the ex-militants. Also planned are greater infrastructural, social and 
economic investments in the Niger Delta.  
 
These will be underpinned by the implementation of the ten 
percent community equity ownership of oil assets through 
community trusts. Acting President Goodluck Jonathan will 
vigorously pursue this vision of President Umaru Yar Adua. 
 
The Federal Government will accomplish the passage of the 
Petroleum Industry Bill into law within this year. Acting President 
Jonathan wants to maintain a strong balance of foreign investment 
and local participation. Everyone must understand that Nigeria 
seeks greater benefit from its oil and gas resources but we still 
value our partnerships with western IOCs even though the 
Chinese, the Russians and others have recently shown a tendency 
towards competitiveness. We must therefore deepen dialogue but 
swiftly move to accomplish an oil and gas regime that is equitable, 
stable, and sustainable and above all community and environment 
friendly. 
 
 
In the year ahead the government will continue to support 
commercial farming initiatives that are viable but we will also 
ensure that all government agricultural programs are implemented 
efficiently to minimize leakages, graft and insider dealings that do 
not benefit the agric sector. To this end government intends to 
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implement an overhaul of the system that delivers hundreds of 
billions to that sector. Investment will be tied directly to results. 
 
We are aware that as a result of recent Central Bank of Nigeria 
intervention, investors are closely watching the sector. The process 
of establishing an asset management company is now ongoing. As 
soon as this is concluded the company will be capitalized to buy 
the toxic assets off the banks balance sheet and help re-inject 
liquidity into the system.  Already the CBN has injected more than 
four billion US Dollars (N620 billion) into affected banks. 
 
 
This year will be one of economic re-engineering and 
transformation in Nigeria. To accomplish this we have a world- 
class economic management team headed by the immediate past 
managing director of Goldman Sachs international. Good news 
from Nigeria is beginning to trickle in. Yesterday the Financial 
Times headline on Nigeria reads: “Nigeria cabinet reshuffle lifts 
investors”! Other great news of the heroism of ordinary Nigerians 
who on a daily basis preach peace; non-violently protest unjust 
policies that deny them their right to survival; or those who insist 
on a united, strong and equitable Nigeria are yet to be hailed 
across the world’s major news outlets. These citizens whether 
from the Niger Delta, the Kamodogu, Ogun/Osun, or Anambra 
basins deserve commendation. Hobbled in communities and 
villages, they are the heroes of Nigerias struggle for what Dr. 
Jonathan called “economic self-sufficiency and political 
maturity”. 
 
The fight against corruption at all levels will be escalated. To 
achieve this anti-corruption structures will be strengthened and re-
mandated.  
 
The recent killings in Jos have again brought the issue of human 
rights and peaceful coexistence to the fore. The federal 
government is determined to effectively put an end to all forms of 
impunity. To this end hundreds of suspects, in the Jos case, have 
already been arrested and are currently undergoing trial. Measures 
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are also being taken to reassess and improve the security situation 
all over the country to safeguard lives and property.  
 
The distance between Government and civil society is been 
abridged and it is Dr. Jonathans desire to work closely with civil 
society to identify cases of human rights abuse to ensure that they 
are addressed within the provisions of the law. For the first time in 
Nigeria peaceful assembly and protests were not visited by the ugly 
specter of violence, tear-gas and batons on the innocent. This 
momentum will have to be encouraged and where necessary 
government will pursue the enactment of new legislations to 
protect all generations of rights for all Nigerians. 
 
Distinguished Ladies and gentlemen, the Federal Government of 
Nigeria continues to place high value on the relationship with the 
United States of America. During the year ahead we hope that it 
can be strengthened particularly in the areas that I have just 
addressed.  
 
The charge given to Dr. Goodluck by one hundred and fifty 
million Nigerians is that he must help unlock the many doors of 
hope in our country and deliver on the promise of good 
governance. This is an urgent task and he needs the support of us 
all. 
 
I thank you very much for your time. 
 
 
 
 


