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ABOUT CSIS

At a time of new global opportunities and challenges, the Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) provides strategic insights and
policy solutions to decisionmakers in government, international 
institutions, the private sector, and civil society. A bipartisan, nonprofit 
organization headquartered in Washington, DC, CSIS conducts research 
and analysis and develops policy initiatives that look into the future and 
anticipate change.

Founded by David M. Abshire and Admiral Arleigh Burke at the height of
the Cold War, CSIS was dedicated to finding ways for America to sustain 
its prominence and prosperity as a force for good in the world.

Since 1962, CSIS has grown to become one of the world’s preeminent 
international policy institutions, with more than 220 full-time staff and 
a large network of affiliated scholars focused on defense and security, 
regional stability, and transnational challenges ranging from energy and 
climate to global development and economic integration.

Former U.S. senator Sam Nunn became chairman of the CSIS Board of
Trustees in 1999, and John J. Hamre has led CSIS as its president and 
chief executive officer since April 2000.

ABOUT THE FORUM

The Military Strategy Forum is an on-the-record, discussion series 
organized by CSIS and sponsored by Rolls-Royce North America. 
The Forum hosts senior Department of Defense and military service 
leaders who present their insights and vision on the direction of U.S. 
national security and defense policy.  Events are attended by a diverse 
audience including defense professionals, senior policymakers, corporate 
executives, selected journalists, and academics.

For more information on the CSIS Military Strategy Forum, 
please contact David Sokolow at dsokolow@csis.org
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Welcome and Introductory Remarks
Victor Cha

Korea Chair
Center for Strategic and International Studies

Remarks by
General Walter Sharp 

Commander, U.S. Forces Korea 

Panel Discussion
 Moderated by Victor Cha, CSIS

Panelists:
L. Gordon Flake, The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation

James Green, U.S. State Department 
John Pomfret, The Washington Post

General Walter Sharp

General Walter Sharp
Commander, U.N. Command, Combined Forces 
Command, U.S. Forces Korea

General Walter (Skip) Sharp was born in Morgantown, 
West Virginia while his father was fighting in the Korean 
War. As a child he moved among many cavalry posts until 
he went to the United States Military Academy in 1970. 
General Sharp graduated from West Point in 1974 and was 
commissioned an Armor officer. He has earned a Master 
of Science degree in Operations Research and System 
Analysis from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; and is a 
graduate of the Armor Basic Course, the Field Artillery 
Advanced Course, the Command and General Staff 
College, and the Army War College.

General Sharp’s command positions include armor Company Commander 1st Battalion, 67th 
Armor, 2nd Armored Division, Fort Hood, Texas; Squadron Commander 1st Squadron, 7th 
U.S. Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood Texas; Regimental Commander 2nd Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, Fort Polk, Louisiana; Assistant Division Commander for Maneuver 2nd 
Infantry Division, Camp Red Cloud, South Korea; and Division Commander, 3rd Infantry 
Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia. He commanded troops in Desert Shield and Desert Storm, 
Operation Uphold Democracy in Haiti, and SFOR’s Multinational Division (North) in Bosnia.

General Sharp has served in the Directorate of Combat Developments at Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
the Armor/Anti-Armor Special Task Force, and the Armored System Modernization Office 
at the Pentagon. He has had four assignments at the Pentagon on the Joint Staff. He was the 
Deputy Director, J5 for Western Hemisphere/Global Transnational Issues; the Vice Director, 
J8 for Force Structure, Resources, and Assessment; the Director for Strategic Plans and Policy, 
J5; and the Director of the Joint Staff.

His awards include the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service 
Medal, Bronze Star, and Legion of Merit.

General Sharp is married to the former Joanne R. Caporaso of Brooklyn, New York. 
The Sharps have three children; Elizabeth, married to Major Paul Weyrauch, stationed at 
Hohenfels, Germany, Steven, working as an HR specialist in Rosslyn, Virginia; and Kevin, a 
graduate student studying climatology at the University of Colorado and two grandchildren: 
Emma Rose and Hartley Virginia.


