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Summary of discussion session with Mohammad Sayeed, former Chief Minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir

Sayeed starts out by drawing a vision of regional cooperation in South Asia to rival that of the

European Union. He realizes that there are regional conflicts but claims that through dialogue

and negotiation any problem can be solved.

About four to five years ago Musharraf and Vajpayee initiated a dialogue which addressed recent

events and was based on realities. With the goal to increase cooperation and to win the hearts

and minds of Kashmiri people the dialogue resulted in tangible changes on the ground. Sayeed

stated, however, that Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has no mandate to change the boundaries

with Kashmir. Sayeed also believes that simply adjusting the boundaries will not solve the

problem.

Musharraf put forth a four point formula:

1. De-militarization: shifting security back into the hands of police forces administered by

democratically elected governments as opposed to the army.

2. Self-Rule: On both sides of Kashmir. On Indian side there is separate constitution for

Kashmir and dual citizenship as well. For instance-article 356: if the President disbands

parliament, this does not apply to Kashmir. However, what is happening on the Pakistan

side also has a significant impact on the Kashmir conflict.
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3. Free movement of goods and people: Creating an economic free zone. This can be an

experimental zone to see the potentiality of reducing protectionism amongst all of the

SARC countries.

4. “Joint Management”: Joint Consultative Mechanism. Voices from both sides of the LOC

can work together and act more like a whole region.

Sayeed foresees free trade and movement of people between the two regions of Kashmir and

eventually with other countries in the region. He calls for the “walls of hatred to be removed”.

Although new leadership in Pakistan, India, and Kashmir may result in a change or perhaps

slowing down of the peace process, Sayeed believes that the peace process will continue in the

future. He also contends that all people should participate in the democratic process and that the

separatists should stop their habit of isolation and alienation. In an important 2003 conference,

many more groups participated and the hope is that the separatists will participate in the next

state elections. The hearts and minds of all the people involved must be won over in order to

make significant progress in the future. In general, Kashmir would like increased autonomy.

Sayeed asserted that many Indian officials have a jaded mindset, but that people have the

potential to change in the long run; according to Sayeed, there are vested interests in the

government who do not want a return to normal relations with Kashmir.

In response to a question about the type of conflict existing in Kashmir, Sayeed explained that

Kashmir is neither a religious conflict nor a territorial conflict. The boundary issue does not

encompass the entire conflict. When asked about China’s involvement in the Kashmir conflict,

Sayeed stated that China is not and will not get involved in bilateral negotiations in the conflict

but simply wants peace for trade purposes. The United States on the other hand has made a

genuine effort and somewhat successful effort to move the peace process forward, as it has in

other regional conflicts around the world.

Sayeed stated that UN resolutions are not being enforced simply because they are impractical;

Musharraf himself has agreed that these resolutions are not practical.


