CENTER FOR STRATEGIC &
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

CSIS

China’s Long March to Retirement Reform
How the Coming Age Wave Will Reshape China’s Economy and Society

May 19, 2009
Speakers’ Biographies

Nicholas Eberstadt holds the Henry Wendt Chair in Political Economy at AEI and is
also a senior adviser to the National Bureau of Asian Research in Seattle. He serves on
the advisory board of the Korea Economic Institute of America and is a founding member
of the U.S. Committee for Human Rights in North Korea. Mr. Eberstadt is currently, inter
alia, a member of the President’s Council on Bioethics and the Visiting Committee for
the Harvard School of Public Health. Mr. Eberstadt is regularly consulted by
governmental and international organizations, including the U.S. Census Bureau, the U.S.
State Department, the U.S. Agency for International Development, and the World Bank.
Mr. Eberstadt has published over three hundred studies and articles in scholarly and
popular journals, mainly on topics in demography, international development, and East
Asian security. His dozen-plus books and monographs include The Poverty of
Communism (Transaction, 1988); The Tyranny of Numbers (AEI Press, 1995); The End of
North Korea (AEI Press, 1999); Korea's Future and the Great Powers (University of
Washington Press, 2001); The North Korean Economy: Between Crisis and Catastrophe
(Transaction, 2007); Europe's Coming Demographic Challenge: Unlocking the Value of
Health (AEI Press, 2007); and, most recently, The Poverty of "The Poverty Rate":
Measure and Mismeasure of Want in Modern America (AEI Press, 2008).

Charles Freeman holds the Freeman Chair in China Studies at CSIS. He concentrates
on the political economy of China and other parts of East Asia and on U.S.-China
relations, particularly trade and economic relations. A second-generation “China hand,”
he has lived and worked between Asia and the United States for his entire life. During his
government career, he served as assistant U.S. trade representative (USTR) for China
affairs. In this capacity, he was the United States’ chief China trade negotiator and played
a primary role in shaping overall trade policy with respect to China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Macao, and Mongolia. During his tenure as assistant USTR, he oversaw U.S. efforts to
integrate China into the global trading architecture of the World Trade Organization.
Earlier in his government career, he served as legislative counsel for international affairs
in the Senate. Outside of government, as a lawyer and business adviser, he has counseled
corporations and financial institutions on strategic planning, government relations,
market access, mergers and acquisitions, corporate communication, and political and
economic risk management in China. He currently is a senior adviser to McLarty
Associates, the global strategic advisory firm based in Washington, D.C., and serves on
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the boards of directors of the National Committee of U.S.-China Relations and the
Harding-Loevner emerging market fund group. Freeman received his J.D. from Boston
University School of Law, where he was an editor of the Law Review and graduated with
honors. He earned a B.A. from Tufts University in Asian studies, concentrating in
economics, also with honors. He also studied Chinese economic policymaking at Fudan
University in Shanghai and Mandarin Chinese at the Taipei Language Institute, where he
received highest honors in language fluency exams.

Richard Jackson is a senior fellow at CSIS, where he directs the Global Aging
Initiative, a research program that explores the economic, social, and geopolitical
implications of the aging population in the United States and around the world. He is also
an adjunct fellow at the Hudson Institute and a senior adviser to the Concord Coalition.
Jackson is the author of numerous policy studies, including China’s Long March to
Retirement Reform (2009); Latin America’s Aging Challenge (2009); The Graying of the
Great Powers (2008); The Aging of Korea (2007); Long-Term Immigration Projection
Methods (2006); Building Human Capital in an Aging Mexico (2005); The Graying of the
Middle Kingdom (2004); and The 2003 Aging Vulnerability Index (2003). In 1994, he
served as Blackstone Group chairman Peter G. Peterson’s liaison to the Kerrey-Danforth
Commission on Entitlement and Tax Reform. From 1988 to 1992, he was a research
fellow at the Hudson Institute, where he contributed to the path-breaking Workforce 2000
project. Jackson regularly speaks on long-term demographic and economic issues and is
widely quoted in the national and international media. He holds a B.A. in classics from
SUNY at Albany and a Ph.D. in economic history from Yale University.



