
CUBAN FOREIGN CUBAN FOREIGN 
RELATIONSRELATIONS

A MACROPERSPECTIVEA MACROPERSPECTIVE



CONTINUITY AND CHANGECONTINUITY AND CHANGE

•• CONTINUITIESCONTINUITIES——entails broad themes or entails broad themes or 
concerns persisting over time.  concerns persisting over time.  
Image #1Image #1

•• CHANGECHANGE——entails variables such as time, entails variables such as time, 
place, and strategies/tactics involved in place, and strategies/tactics involved in 
promoting/protecting the continuitiespromoting/protecting the continuities
Image #2Image #2



CONTINUTIESCONTINUTIES 
((promoting and protectingpromoting and protecting))

•• Effective SovereigntyEffective Sovereignty

•• Economic SecurityEconomic Security

•• International Influence (soft power)International Influence (soft power)



EFFECTIVE SOVEREIGNTYEFFECTIVE SOVEREIGNTY

•• DefinedDefined——minimizing the political systemminimizing the political system’’s vulnerability s vulnerability 
to external penetration and thereby maximizing control to external penetration and thereby maximizing control 
over the systemover the system’’s decisions decision--making processesmaking processes

•• Policy ManifestationsPolicy Manifestations
–– Centrality of Centrality of counterdependencycounterdependency politics (involving politics (involving 

coalitioncoalition--building to acquire bargaining power)building to acquire bargaining power)
–– Negotiating rigidity rooted in certain ideological Negotiating rigidity rooted in certain ideological 

principles principles 



ECONOMIC SECURITYECONOMIC SECURITY 
(growth plus diversification)(growth plus diversification)

•• Macroeconomic PerformanceMacroeconomic Performance (measured by GDP (measured by GDP 
growth rates)   growth rates)   Image #3Image #3

•• Policy ManifestationsPolicy Manifestations

–– Diversification of export menuDiversification of export menu Image #4Image #4

–– Diversification of trading partnersDiversification of trading partners Image #5Image #5

–– Special Venezuelan Relationship via ALBA ProjectSpecial Venezuelan Relationship via ALBA Project



INTERNATIONAL INFLUENCEINTERNATIONAL INFLUENCE

•• Acquiring and exercising Acquiring and exercising ““soft powersoft power””

•• Policy ManifestationsPolicy Manifestations
–– Developmental aid programs (Developmental aid programs (espesp education and education and 

health care)health care)

–– Bolivarian Alternative for the Americas (ALBA)Bolivarian Alternative for the Americas (ALBA)

–– NAM participation and leadershipNAM participation and leadership



NORMALIZING US/CUBAN NORMALIZING US/CUBAN 
RELATIONSRELATIONS 

Potential Complications Rooted In Potential Complications Rooted In 
International Influence ConcernsInternational Influence Concerns

•• No major complications, especially if the No major complications, especially if the 
normalization process transpires within a normalization process transpires within a 
framework of reciprocityframework of reciprocity

•• Minor concern could be a perceived negative Minor concern could be a perceived negative 
impact on the symbolic value of Cubaimpact on the symbolic value of Cuba’’s image as s image as 
the Caribbean the Caribbean ““DavidDavid”” who consistently who consistently 
confronts and defies the U.S. confronts and defies the U.S. ““GoliathGoliath””



NORMALIZING NORMALIZING 
US/CUBAN RELATIONSUS/CUBAN RELATIONS 

Potential Complications Rooted InPotential Complications Rooted In 
Economic Security ConcernsEconomic Security Concerns

•• U.S. reluctance to offer trade reciprocityU.S. reluctance to offer trade reciprocity
•• Willingness of U.S. enterprises to make nonWillingness of U.S. enterprises to make non-- 

tourism investments?tourism investments?
•• TourismTourism——negative social impact and negative social impact and ““revenue revenue 

leakageleakage”” concernsconcerns
•• Cuban oil resources as a Cuban oil resources as a ““betterbetter”” source of source of 

economic security?economic security?



NORMALIZING NORMALIZING 
US/CUBAN RELATIONSUS/CUBAN RELATIONS 

Potential Complications Rooted InPotential Complications Rooted In 
Effective Sovereignty ConcernsEffective Sovereignty Concerns

•• Continued centralization of political power in Continued centralization of political power in 
CubaCuba

•• CubaCuba’’s refusal to negotiate within a s refusal to negotiate within a ““carrot and carrot and 
stickstick”” frameworkframework

•• Tendency in U.S. to present normalization as a Tendency in U.S. to present normalization as a 
vehicle for regime/systemic change in Cubavehicle for regime/systemic change in Cuba



TO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUED
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Image #2Image #2



Image #3Image #3



Image #4Image #4



Image #5Image #5
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