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World Youth Population

35.0

o o
o Yo}
™ AN
| |
T T

dod jnpe jo ¢,
Q o
S

-+ 10.0

5.0

0.0

0502
vz
ovoz
g0z
' ogoz
' czoz
| 0202
S0z
ooz
| 002
| 0002
' g661
0661
' gg6l
0861
' Gu6
o6l
| Go6L
| 0961
' Gg6l
' 0g6l

1400

1200 —+
1000 —+

800
600 +

uoliilin

400 +

200

Year




Armed Conflict by Region 1946-2006
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Source: Harbom & Wallersteen, 2007. Map produced by Halvard Buhaug.



Youth Bulges

* The opportunity perspective
— Low opportunity cost
— Relative cohort size
— Economic growth
— Education




Youth Bulges

* The grievance perspective
— Unemployment N
— Education
— Democracy
— Urbanization




Youth Bulges and Political Violence

 Global multivariate model
* Three measures:
- armed conflict

- terrorism
- riots and violent demonstrations

 Contextual factors



Youth Bulges

Age composition and political violence 1950-2000

Armed conflict | Terrorism Riots and violent
onset demonstrations
Youth bulges Higher risk Higher risk Higher risk
YB * Economic Not significant | Higher risk Not significant

growth

YB *
Dependency
ratio

Not significant

Not significant

Higher risk

YB * Regime
type

Higher risk

Not significant

Not significant

YB * Tertiary edu
growth

Not significant

Higher risk

Not significant

Based on Urdal, Henrik 2006. ‘A Clash of Generations? Youth Bulges and Political Violence’,

International Studies Quarterly 50(3): pp—pp.
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Qualifications

 No threshold values

* Robust for low-intensity conflict, but not for full-
fledged civil war

 Demography is not destiny: most countries with
large youth bulges avoid conflict most of the time

« Governments hold the key to whether large youth
cohorts are blessing or curse

« Challenges: the evidence base for what works is
limited; lack of competent government
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The Future of Youth Bulges

 Fertility and youth bulges decline universally

 As fertility declines, a demographic window of
opportunity opens

* The realization of this opportunity is not given

« Many countries and regions will still face a
significant demographic challenge for decades to
come



South Korea
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Palestine
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Afghanistan
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Future Research Priorities

Youth and education

Urban youth populations

Youth and governance
Assessments of youth programs



