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Henrik Urdal holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Oslo (2007) and is 
Senior Researcher at the Centre for the Study of Civil War (CSCW), at the International 
Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO).  He is also Associate Editor of the international bi-
monthly Journal of Peace Research.  He has previously worked for the UN International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (1999). 

Urdal’s empirical studies on demography and conflict, addressing population pressure on 
natural resources, climate change and ‘youth bulges’, have recently been published in 
journals like International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Peace Research and Political 
Geography.  Urdal is also co-editor of a recent book on The Demography of Armed Conflict 
(Springer).  

His current project on ‘Youth Exclusion and Political Violence’ focuses on the role of 
education in mediating the relationship between youth bulges and cohorts, and on urban 
youth populations and social disturbance.  The project is funded by the World Bank Trust 
Fund for Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Development (TFESSD) and the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  Urdal also works on demographic consequences of 
war. 
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