
Table No. 1Table No. 1

Canada / QuebecCanada / Quebec

AustraliaAustralia

SwitzerlandSwitzerland

SpainSpain

UK / Northern IrelandUK / Northern Ireland

GermanyGermany

SwedenSwedenHungaryHungary

SloveniaSloveniaIrelandIreland

SlovakiaSlovakiaFranceFrance

PortugalPortugalFinlandFinland

PolandPolandDenmarkDenmark

ItalyItalyAustriaAustria

RequestRequest turnoutturnout to be 50% +to be 50% +
1 vote1 vote

No request for any majorityNo request for any majority
regardingregarding turnoutturnout



Table No. 2Table No. 2

Canada / QuebecCanada / Quebec

SwitzerlandSwitzerland

SwedenSweden

SpainSpain

SlovakiaSlovakia

SloveniaSlovenia

UK / Northern IrelandUK / Northern Ireland

PortugalPortugal

PolandPoland

IrelandIreland

Denmark (40% of total electorate)Denmark (40% of total electorate)FranceFrance

Germany (25% of total electorate)Germany (25% of total electorate)FinlandFinland

Hungary (25% of total electorate)Hungary (25% of total electorate)AustriaAustria

Simple majority (50% + 1) + some sort ofSimple majority (50% + 1) + some sort of
additional requestadditional request

Simple majoritySimple majority for the decisionfor the decision
–– 50% + 1 of those who vote50% + 1 of those who vote



Recent orRecent or forthcomigforthcomig
referendum rulesreferendum rules

�� The Belfast Agreement on NorthernThe Belfast Agreement on Northern
IrelandIreland’’ss on whether to remain part ofon whether to remain part of
the United Kingdom or join a unitedthe United Kingdom or join a united
IrelandIreland -- aa simple majoritysimple majority vote without avote without a
minimum turnoutminimum turnout requestrequest..
�� Five islands comprising theFive islands comprising the
Netherlands AntillesNetherlands Antilles in the first half ofin the first half of
20052005 -- aa simple majoritysimple majority vote without avote without a
minimum turnoutminimum turnout..



Recent orRecent or forthcomigforthcomig
referendum rulesreferendum rules

�� The Baker Plan for theThe Baker Plan for the WesternWestern
SaharaSahara, endorsed by the UN Security, endorsed by the UN Security
Council in July 2003Council in July 2003 -- aa simple majoritysimple majority
of votes castof votes cast..
�� The peace agreements concerningThe peace agreements concerning
East TimorEast Timor,, SudanSudan andand BougainvilleBougainville
(Papua New Guinea)(Papua New Guinea) do not requiredo not require
anything beyond aanything beyond a simple majoritysimple majority..



Model 55:45Model 55:45
�� Exists nowhere in the world ever in historyExists nowhere in the world ever in history
�� IntroducesIntroduces inequality of votesinequality of votes in thein the
proportionproportion –– 1 : 1,22.1 : 1,22.
�� One side starts the game with +10%One side starts the game with +10%
�� Sport equivalent: football match betweenSport equivalent: football match between
strongerstronger (example:(example: BrazilBrazil)) andand weakerweaker
(example:(example: SlovakiaSlovakia ) starts not according to) starts not according to
the FIFA rules 0:0, but according to new EUthe FIFA rules 0:0, but according to new EU
rulesrules -- 0:1 or 0:2.0:1 or 0:2.



Model 55:45Model 55:45

��Gray zoneGray zone –– more than 50 less thanmore than 50 less than
55% for independents.55% for independents.
��Winners/majority become losers andWinners/majority become losers and
losers/minority become winners!losers/minority become winners!
�� Very possibleVery possible institutional crisisinstitutional crisis inin
the S&M Union level.the S&M Union level.



Model 55:45Model 55:45
�� Characteristics of the model:Characteristics of the model:
�� a) complete internationala) complete international precedentprecedent;;
�� b) not in accordance with Europeanb) not in accordance with European
standards and practice, butstandards and practice, but arbitrarilyarbitrarily
createdcreated;;
�� c)c) unjustunjust –– introducing inequality of votes;introducing inequality of votes;
�� d) opens door for unclear result andd) opens door for unclear result and
possiblepossible institutional crisisinstitutional crisis;;
�� e) open doors for maintaining none) open doors for maintaining non--efficientefficient
and even weaker state union.and even weaker state union.


