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China in the American Political Imagination
While there has been extensive discussion 
about the nature of Chinese power and its 
strategic ambitions, there is less 
understanding of how these developments 
and debates have influenced modern 
American political life. On December 10, 2002, CSIS brought 
together scholars, journalists, business representatives and 
government officials to examine the evolution of U.S. perceptions 
and images of China through modern history and how these 
attitudes have informed U.S. policy toward the "Middle Kingdom." 

The program addressed the influence of Cold War perspectives, the 
role U.S. images have played historically in U.S.-China relations, 
and perceptions today of various segments of U.S. society, 
including the media, Congress, business, the military, and various 
interest groups. 

Recent developments in U.S.-China relations underscore the timely 
nature of this project. Because the conference and associated 
publication will focus on the historical and societal dimensions of 
U.S.-China relations, CSIS will enable experts and policymakers to 
engage in some much-needed reflection of the relationship and 
refrain from headline- and crisis-driven analysis. 
 
Primary Scholars 
 
Kurt Campbell, Senior Vice President and Director, International 
Security Program  
kcampbell@csis.org  

Derek Mitchell, Senior Fellow  
dmitchel@csis.org, (202) 775-3250 

Carola McGiffert, Fellow  
cmcgiffe@csis.org, (202) 775-3147 
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Kristine Schenck, Research Assistant  
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China in the American Political Imagination  
Conference Report (Pre-publication Version) 
 
Forward: Images Revisited by John Hamre 

Introduction by Carola McGiffert  

The Role of Images in 20th Century Foreign Policy 
 
Opening Remarks: Images and U.S. Strategic Thinking on China by 
Kurt Campbell  

American Images of a Rising China: Lessons from History and 
Theory by David Edelstein  

America First by Nancy Bernkopf Tucker 

Evolution of U.S. Perceptions toward China: 1789 to present 
 
American Perceptions of China, 1789-1911 by Warren Cohen  

The Hopes and Fears of Sixty Years: American Images of China, 
1911-1972 by Terry Lautz  

Left, Right, Mainstream, and Goldilocks: America's Perceptions of 
China After 1972 by James Mann 

Shaping U.S. Perceptions: politics and the press 
 
China Through Distant Eyes by Frank Jannuzi  

Challenging the Establishment Image of China by Ellen Bork  

Coverage of China in the American Press by Steven Mufson 

Value and Interest Based Perceptions: military, business, 
human rights, and democracy  
 
Perceptions of the American National Security Elite by Michael 
Swaine 

Images Past and Present: Human Rights, Religious Freedom, and 
Labor Unrest by Mike Jendrzejczyk  

The Matter of Business by Robert Kapp  
 
Chinese Democracy in the American Political Imagination by Anne 
Thurston 

Chinese Perceptions of U.S. Attitudes 
 



Chinese Perceptions of U.S. Attitudes by Yuan Peng  

How Americans See US by Zhang Xinghui 
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