








 

 

Questions & Answers 
 

 
Question: You said Turkey can serve as a model. You also said you accept “the secular 
and democratic character” in Turkey although there were certain discrepancies and 
matters of controversy. Given the fact that the three political parties you belonged to 
previously were banned, do you believe that in spite of your problems with the secular 
system that your party can lead as well as explain Turkey to the rest of the world? 
 
Erdogan: First of all, the definition of secularism and democracy in Turkey is not clear in 
the current system. We still do not have the Western type of secularism.  
 
Question: You want the implementation of the Anglo-Saxon model in Turkey. And once 
that is accepted in Turkey, it can serve as a model to the Islamic world? 
 
Erdogan: It could be any western model. With AK Party, there will be a smooth 
transition. 
 
Question: How difficult will it be for AK Party to come to power given the present 
situation? 
 
Erdogan: The backing of the population is crucial. The present unhappiness of people is 
inviting AK Party to lead the country. We want to accept the Copenhagen Criteria. You 
should not make laws for personal reasons; they should be made for the protection of the 
people. 
 
Question: You said that your party will contribute greatly in the war against terrorism to 
the United States and that you see the United States as Turkey’s natural ally. Could you 
expand a little bit on that? 
 
Erdogan: This is not a new thing. We are saying that this alliance will be perpetuated 
with AK Party, after it rallies the people’s support. As Turkish political history shows, we 
had continuity periods during times when one party ruled. Therefore, a government under 
AK Party will make the Turkey-U.S. alliance stronger.  
 
Question: Given the fact that the previous parties you belonged to in the past have all 
been banned by the Constitutional Court, that you do not have the support of the Turkish 
Chief of Staff, and that the political model you represent is a threat to the model U.S. 
praises at this time, could you expand your views a little bit? 
 
Erdogan: First of all, you misrepresent us because we are not a continuation of any party. 
Nor are we a party based on religion. We are based on humanity. Our aim is the 
happiness of our nation. We wish to elevate the democratic and political standards of our 
people. Our program and statutes are the guarantees of that. This is a brand new party, 
and you should consider the party as such. We have 73 founding members and only 3 of 



 

 

them were formerly involved in politics. As a matter of fact, only 2 of my friends in this 
delegation have been in politics before, with the rest having ‘zero-mileage’.   
 
Question: What is your party’s position on Turkey’s accession to the European Union 
(EU)? 
 
Erdogan: Our party is resolute in accession to the EU, and expects the EU to be resolute 
in admitting Turkey. That is why we have included the Maastricht Criteria for the 
economy and Copenhagen Criteria for human rights in our party program. We find the 
prolongation of Turkey’s accession process wrong, because Turkey has a 42-43 year-long 
relationship with the EU. While some countries after only 4-5 years of relations with the 
EU have already had their time schedules on their way to accession, we get suspicious 
about the prospects for Turkey.  
 
Question: Your program sounded good, but there is no denial that your party has some 
religious inclinations. And we know that Muslim principles are not conducive to 
secularism and other principles you have mentioned. If you mean that your party is going 
to combine these two, the history and the Muslim countries around the world show that 
this is not possible. So wouldn’t you create a dichotomy that would keep the fighting 
going? 
 
Erdogan: We believe that nobody should be persecuted for his beliefs. On the contrary, 
the state should protect them. I couldn’t quite understand what you meant with ‘party 
inclinations’ because this party has no religious inclinations. This is different for me, as a 
person. Every single vote has to be respected. We are trying to establish a country with 
secular, democratic and social characteristics. If you can follow us, you can see that 
yourself. The essential point is to agree on the definition of the words.  
 
Question: I would like to have your views on what kind of close partnership you are 
thinking of between the U.S. and Turkey as AK Party, given that opinion polls show that 
the Turkish public is generally against the war against terrorism as they see it as a war 
against Islam. Since public opinion is so important, what steps will your party take to 
ensure support? 
 
Erdogan: On the contrary, the Turkish population has suffered very much from terrorism. 
There is a saying in Turkish, ‘We already fell from the roof’. And while we were paying 
the price, about $120 billion and 40.000 human lives, no other country helped Turkey. 
The Turkish people are against terrorism, but they want to find and punish the real ones. 
And they want to build a unified platform in the war against terrorism. This, we can see 
from the opinion polls. I think there is a sort of misunderstanding here.  
 
Question: Regarding the Constitutional Court’s decision, which says that you could not 
be elected as a deputy to the Parliament, a necessary step to becoming a Prime Minister, 
how would AK Party be affected if it were to continue without you? 
 



 

 

Erdogan: The court decision does not say that I can’t be an MP. With a vote of 6 against 
5, it only stipulates that I can’t be a founding member. Not to be a founding member does 
not mean you can’t do politics. The Chief Prosecutor also wanted me to be banned from 
politics. But the judges voted 11 to 0 that I may continue in politics as a Chairman. And 
I’m doing politics as the leader of this party. When we founded AK Party, we established 
a new principle: AK Party is not a personal leader-centered party, it is a party based on 
principles not on one person. Our understanding of leadership is also different from other 
parties. To our understanding, leadership is not a representation of a monopolistic 
mentality. It is a product of collective leadership. 
 
Question: Doug Frantz’s article in the New York Times on January 8 says that you could 
not be elected as a deputy to the Turkish Parliament.  
 
Erdogan: Frantz’s interpretation is wrong. It’s not the Constitutional Court, but the High 
Election Board that decides the issue.  
 
Question: Do you support the U.S. efforts to punish Usama bin Laden and the likes? 
Secondly, what do you think of Israel’s policies? And thirdly, what alternative would you 
propose to the IMF loans? 
 
Erdogan: We already announced that we would agree with the decision that an 
international court yet to be established would take on bin Laden and the likes. We 
mentioned that this is what terrorists deserve. On the Middle East, I don’t think Turkey 
has done what it should have done so far. We want a cease-fire in the region, and a 
lasting peace. We think that Turkey should take a bigger part in securing these aims in 
the region. As for the IMF, Turkey is already a founding member of the IMF. And the 
program that is being implemented is not a new program. Our problem with today’s 
implementation is that, the national feelings are being hurt. And we think that the 
problems with the IMF will be minimized when the economic structure of Turkey 
stabilizes.  
 
Question: You put forth the idea of Turkey as a model, which many Americans would 
like. Yet, some would say that democracy in most Islamic societies would only lead to 
government by religious extremists. If there is an election in Saudi Arabia today, some 
analysts say bin Laden would get more votes than King Fahd. What are your views on 
that? 
 
Erdogan: I don’t think such a situation would happen if this were a democratic state. If 
the state in question is a democratic one, they would be elected and then can be ousted in 
the next election. The particularity of democracy is that people can choose to eliminate.  
 
Question: How do you foresee the future relations of Turkey with Iraq and Iran? 
Secondly, what advice would you give the U.S. on how it develops its relations with 
them? What is your view on Kurdish education? 
 



 

 

Erdogan: It’s a pity but Turkey does not have healthy relations with any of its neighbors, 
Iran and Iraq included. We favor the betterment of our neighborly relations with all of our 
neighbors. In Turkey, there is no societal tension or discrimination that stems from one’s 
background. As we mentioned in our program, we consider ethnic differences as an asset 
as long as the unitary body is preserved. As long as the official language remains 
Turkish, we would like to allow the use of other languages.  
 
Question: As a political party based on Muslim principles, meaning application of 
Shariah, can you implement democracy and human rights, because verse 51 of the 
Qu’ran, Chapter 5, stipulates that you should not make friends with Christians and Jews. 
Also, would you condemn the killings in Sivas while your government was in power? 
 
Erdogan: These are totally different things from each other. The Qu’ran is a religious 
book; democracy is a form of government. It would be wrong to put both in the same 
category. The Qu’ran represents my own beliefs, but democracy represents my belief in 
what type of government there should be. It would be a mistake to go into the question of 
what happened in Sivas, because I am not the addressee of this question. It is not possible 
to accept what happened there within the context of cause and effect. While I was the 
Mayor of Istanbul, I was one of the first ones to condemn these events. That’s why it 
would be wrong to put the blame on the entire party.  
 
Question: You talked about a soft transition when you come to power. How can you 
improve relations with the secular establishment? What do you think of the National 
Security Council? 
 
Erdogan: As AK Party, we don’t have any problem with any institution. And we are 
trying to further our relations with all of them. And I have always stated one thing: the 
State should never persecute its children. Especially when these children are striving for 
the prosperity of our state. I believe this situation will improve in the future, because 
ultimately we have to sit around the same table. It helps no one to point out the negative 
aspects. We have to look on the positive side to try to build a brighter future.  
 
Question: Is Hamas a terrorist organization in your view? 
 
Erdogan: This issue is not within my area of expertise. If they are involved in terrorist 
activities, then they are terrorists, but it is not within my jurisdiction to judge that.  
 
 
 
(Note: Mr. Erdogan responded to questions in Turkish. His answers were translated 
by Cuneyd Zapsu at AK Party. ) 


