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Senator Jim 
Inhofe (R-OK): 

Well, good evening. I am Senator Jim Inhofe. And I want to take a moment to 
welcome you all here today. I’m glad to know we have organizations like the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies that work hard to address the 
world’s challenges and keep Africa at the forefront of our international 
discussions. Those who know me know Africa holds a special place in my heart. 
Over the past 20 years I’ve made 168 African country visits and I’ve seen the 
continent’s economy grow exponentially. Particularly, I have seen small- and 
medium-sized enterprises, better known as SMEs, provide prosperity for the 
entire continent. SMEs are the backbone of the economy, provide 80 percent of 
the jobs in Africa. And I thank you for your support of these businesses. 

However, as you all know, freedom and democracy and economic development 
in Africa faces challenges from Chinese and Russian incursions. I can tell you, 
it’s no coincidence that China established its first overseas military base in 
Djibouti, strategically located on one of the most important maritime transit 
routes in the – in the world. And China is also funding, building, or operating at 
least 46 port projects in sub-Saharan Africa. These infrastructure projects give 
China ownership of African prosperity and provide China strategic access to the 
region. At the same time, Russia is using its armed forces, mercenaries, and arms 
sales to buy influence and exploit Africa’s natural resources. 

The United States cannot lose sight of the importance of our partnership with 
Africa’s people and businesses. It’s critical that our country continue supporting 
SMEs and other economic drivers. We should build free trade agreements with 
Africa’s nations and continue supporting landmark legislative measures like the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act. 

I particularly appreciate the work of the U.S. African Development Foundation. 
They focus on giving local entrepreneurs resources to develop and grow 
businesses. African businesses are partners, not charity projects, and our 
relationships, they got to – have to reflect that. It’s not charity. 

I thank you for your support and continued – continuing to develop the U.S.-
African relations for years to come. I’m counting on you. 




