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U.S.-India State & Urban Initiative: Gujarat-Colorado Energy Partnership Dialogue 
 
In September 2018, the Colorado Energy Office led a delegation to the Indian State of Gujarat to engage with peers 
from the government, business and educational sectors. This first-of-its-kind subnational energy dialogue between 
the two states brought together parties to share ideas and experiences regarding successful policy design and 
implementation, technology innovation, deployment and commercialization, capacity building for new and existing 
institutions, and workforce development. The delegation was sponsored by the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies and the Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation through the U.S. Department of State funded U.S. - India 
State and Urban Initiative.  
 
As a culmination of the exchange, CEO Executive Director Kathleen Staks and Gujarat Energy Research and 
Management Institute Director General Dr. Anirbid Sircar signed a Memorandum of Understanding formalizing 
steps to continue the dialogue. The agreement establishes CEO and GERMI as a joint point of contact for energy 
policy institutes, businesses and educational entities interested in conducting activities in a partner state. 
 
Colorado Participants 

● Colorado Energy Office (CEO) 
● Colorado Office of Economic 

Development and International Trade 
(OEDIT) 

● Colorado School of Mines, Payne 
Institute for Earth Resources 

● National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
(NREL) 

● National U.S. India Chamber of 
Commerce 

● Xcel Energy – Colorado  
● Pueblo County Office of Economic Development and GIS 
● University of Colorado, Boulder, Renewable and Sustainable Energy Institute (RASEI) 

 
Memorandum of Understanding Goals: 

- Promote policy exchange to strengthen implementation of renewable energy integration and transportation 
electrification; 

 

- Enable private sector exchange around renewable energy integration, transportation electrification, 
economic development, trade and direct foreign investment; 

 

- Connect educational institutions around these topics and foster partnership, exchange and collaboration to 
assist in furthering the goals of the partnership; 

 

- Facilitate the identification of specific projects, partnerships and collaborations between entities from the 
State of Colorado and from the State of Gujarat that could lead to direct foreign investment, trade, 
personnel exchange, knowledge exchange, technical assistance, and/or other opportunities to further the 
goals of the partnership; and 

 

- Conduct face-to-face dialogue between all State sectors to strengthen the partnership and further the goals 
as established. 
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Itinerary 
The Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University hosted a two-day meeting between the Colorado participants and 
various private and public Gujarati participants.  
 
Day 1 | September 10: Formal delegation welcome by Energy Minister of Gujarat and state-level officials; policy 
and government engagement through a state-to-state dialogue on energy policy priorities, renewable energy policies, 
renewable energy integration and forecasting, energy storage, electric vehicle infrastructure and exploration of new 
energy technologies; tour of 1-Megawatt canal-based, grid-connected solar photovoltaic project in Village 
Chandrasan, Kadi, operated by Gujarat State Electricity Corporation  
 
Day 2 | September 11: Gujarat-Colorado research roundtable discussion of respective capabilities and opportunities 
for collaboration and cooperation; industry roundtable hosted by the Confederation of Indian Industries to explore 
possibilities for bi-directional commercial exchange and investment 
 
Day 3 | September 12: Colorado research and educational participants received a tour of Gujarat academic and 
research facilities and engaged in one-on-one dialogues; Colorado government and utility participants visited a 
privately-managed port, power plant, and manufacturing facilities to observe technological and business 
environments 
 
Additional Outcomes-To-Date 

● Expressed interest by Gujarat State Energy Minister to complete a state-to-state Memorandum of 
Understanding at upcoming Vibrant Gujarat Summit in January 

● Initial steps toward statewide Colorado and Gujarati coordination on energy sector workforce training and 
capacity building efforts 

● Intended participation in a State of Colorado webinar in the U.S.-India State Spotlight Series initiative 
under the U.S. Department of Commerce and India’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s U.S.-India 
Commercial Dialogue 

● State-level engagement with the U.S. Department of State to highlight the delegation and encourage 
additional state exchanges 

● Energy office state-to-state engagement sharing the intent, desired outcomes and outcomes-to-date during 
annual NASEO meeting 

● Increased awareness of and interest in Gujarat participation in the NREL-hosted U.S.-India Partnership to 
Advance Clean Energy (PACE) Fellowship 

● Linked research objectives between CEO floating solar pilot and Gujarat State Electricity Corporation 
canal-based solar installation concerning evaporation loss and algal reduction metric 

● Dialogue initiated by Pueblo County with stakeholders related to the same Gujarat solar canal project, 
wherein a similar community solar garden along Pueblo’s Bessemer Ditch will be investigated 

● CEO and State of Gujarat exchange on state electric vehicle policies 
● Multiple Gujarat private industry connections to OEDIT and the Pueblo County Office of Economic 

Development  
● Link between NREL, RASEI, and the Centre for Advanced Research in Building Science and Energy at 

CEPT University in Gujarat on building efficiency software, information exchanges, and possible faculty 
partnerships or exchanges 

● Connection between two Indian companies and two Pueblo County businesses, starting a dialogue about 
purchasing goods from each other 

● Initiated discussions with a Pueblo HVAC product manufacturer to grow its Indian market presence; 
discussions and meetings are on-going 


