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It’s very special for me to be here again at CSIS. A democratic, secure and stable African future 

can only be attained through the power of ideas and candid, informed debate, and that is always 

plentiful in this house. Your continuing commitment to Africa is a blessing for the continent and 

for the US too.  

I am very glad to be here with close friends as well, first and foremost Mark Bellamy, and of 

course Johnnie Carson. These two remain the most astute and caring US ambassadors Kenya 

ever had, and subsequently the two most astute ambassadors Kenya ever had in the US!   

The distinguished guests here attest to the recognition of Kenya as one of the most strategically 

important nations in Africa. Despite its relatively small economy, Kenya has played an outsize 

role in continental leadership because of its half century-long stability. That stability also co-

existed with vast democratic deficits which were successfully fought by a lengthy, painful but 

always peaceful struggle for greater freedoms. That is what brought us the extraordinary 

democratic and economic transformations few in Africa have achieved.  

We were a safe haven from which concerned international partners could tackle all the crises that 

wracked virtually every one of our neighbors over the decades.  



These achievements helped us maintain not just peace but an exceptional level of innovation and 

entrepreneurship that is renowned around the world, thanks to our people’s openness in 

embracing global currents, as well as our vibrant civil society and media. Our partners too have 

played a crucial role in our great gains and in stabilizing our country when disasters occurred or 

threatened.  

But all of this progress is being imperiled through our current crisis, the most long-lasting Kenya 

has ever endured. The world must not be deceived that this is merely an “electoral” crisis 

triggered by the third straight rigged election. The crisis is all-encompassing and has resulted 

from the attempt to unlawfully hold on to power. It threatens to undo everything we have 

achieved, tearing apart our democratic and interethnic fabric.  

This crisis is more ominous than the one Kenya is globally infamous for, the 2007 post-election 

violence. [[But it can be arrested if the many close friends of Kenya take a closer look at its 

causes rather than seeing it through the eyes of established narratives that no longer hold, 

especially after the electrifying Supreme Court ruling and the fightback by those determined to 

hold on to power.]]  

Let me be blunt. Kenya is hurtling towards outright dictatorship. The Jubilee government has 

ridden roughshod over or looted every institution that they could in order to achieve their goal of 

long-term control of the state, or at least till their self-declared goal of ruling till at least 2032. 

The regime has targeted and inflicted particularly severe damage on the two institutions that are 

central to the preservation of democracy and peace through the delivery of free, fair and credible 

elections - The Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission and the Supreme Court of 

Kenya. These two critical institutions have been targeted through nothing less than a reign of 

terror.  

The electoral commission was comprehensively undermined before the August election. The 

assault on the Supreme Court began after the courageous Chief Justice David Maraga and his 

fellow Justices astounded Kenyans and the world by annulling that election of President Uhuru 

Kenyatta for pervasive “irregularities and illegalities.” The coming to force last week of new 



laws that gut the capacity of these institutions to ensure democratic openness and continuity was 

another decisive blow to democracy.  

Among the other great setbacks for Kenya in the current crisis has been the disappointing role of 

our partners, who were with us in the decisive struggle for multi democracy in the early 1990s. 

They also intervened with lightning speed during our catastrophe a decade ago, when mass 

violence erupted after the tainted 2007 election. The US was particularly key, with Secretary of 

State Condoleezza Rice actually travelling to Nairobi to ensure that the historic African Union, 

Kofi Annan-mediated Accord for longer term change could be implemented democratically. 

Kenya matters. Or at least it did then. In this crisis, though, the US and other pro-democracy 

friends chose to avert their gaze from the unfolding electoral lawlessness, and continued against 

all the evidence to support a deeply tainted electoral process. To give the most recent example, 

Commission Chairman Wafula Chebukati courageously confessed that his electoral commission 

was riven by politically-motivated pressures and that he could not guarantee a free and fair 

election in the 26 October re-run.  

But in a stand, that astounded Kenyans, western envoys two days later announced that they 

believed the commission could hold a credible poll and supported that highly controversial 

election. It was an utterly bizarre sight.  

But I am convinced all is not lost yet. What Kenyans are asking is something small – a fresh, 

credible election. Numerous independent institutions, as well as international media previously 

supportive of Uhuru Kenyatta’s government, had strongly opposed the holding of that election.   

This nearly universal stance has vindicated NASA’s position that a credible election is the only 

option Kenya has to give peace a chance, and even more important, heal a nation that has been 

torn into angry bits. But holding such an election needs a radically changed, non-confrontational 

environment in which the two sides can campaign based on what they offer Kenyans for a better 

future.  



[[But none of this will be possible if Mr. Uhuru Kenyatta holds on to his demonstrably 

unshakeable determination to hold onto power at all costs. That is the challenge Kenya faces 

now.]] 

I have come to Washington to convey a simple message we need a much fuller engagement from 

the many arms of governance that your country possesses to assist the envoys based in Nairobi. 

The envoys’ efforts up to now have not succeeded in defusing the crisis, but let me be blunt 

again, they have sometimes contributed to the problem.  

[[It is not only Kenya but this entire once-again turbulent region that will be at risk unless all of 

us move to rein in the spreading tensions and radicalization. ]] 

Despite the grave challenges, I see glimmers of hope from the events of the past few 

days.  Kenyans were very pleased that the US and other friends refused to congratulate Mr. 

Kenyatta after the electoral commission announced that he had been elected President –- after an 

election more woefully tainted than the annulled August one. 

There was another compelling moment for us in Kenya last week when we heard US 

Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley speak passionately as she walked through a 

refugee settlement in our tortured neighbor South Sudan. Visibly shaken by the suffering, she 

said “the United States has lost its trust in South Sudan’s government. The Government and the 

military [must] stop the violence and stop the abuses. We are not waiting anymore, we need to 

see a change and we need to see it right away’. This was astonishing - Ambassador Haley was 

talking about a government the US had stuck to supporting for far too long.   

I know Kenya is not South Sudan. But Kenya is in danger. What Ambassador Haley’s bold 

comments show that a change in US policy is possible if the depth of a crisis becomes clear.      

A solution must be found in Kenya soon. Each day this crisis continues, the divisions, 

polarization and radicalization deepen. The killings of scores of unarmed protestors by police, 

including infants and children shot inside their homes, and the severe financial hardships being 

inflicted upon millions by the currently paralyzed economy, are adding to the tinder. 



The most inflammatory recent development was the Supreme Court’s being prevented from 

convening to hear the case about whether the 26th October re-run election should be held. But 

the evening before, Deputy Chief Justice Philomena Mwilu’s bodyguard was shot and grievously 

wounded. That sent shock waves and the Court immediately asked for increased protection from 

the police.  

When that request was turned down, a number of Justices did not feel safe to travel to the Court, 

a resulting in the lack of the required quorum. In which other democratic country has a Supreme 

Court been prevented from hearing case this way? 

[[And so that disputed election was held, in which Uhuru Kenyatta “won” 99 percent of the vote 

through what the election commission claimed was a 38 per cent turn out.  Even with “victory” 

assured for the sole candidate, the electoral commission went to greater lengths than it did for 

the 8 August election in order to conjure up figures which would give the regime a “mandate.”]] 

What I call the reign of terror against the Supreme Court and the electoral commission began 

with the torture and murder of Chris Msando, the Commission’s Chief of Technology 

responsible for the integrity of the entire voting system one week before the 8th August election. 

He had received death threats and sought protection from the police, in vain.  

-       Dr Roselyn Akombe, an Election Commissioner, received numerous death threats after the 

election, making her flee Kenya while on an official mission in Dubai last month. On arrival in 

the US, she revealed in devastating exposes regime pressures that had it impossible to even 

conceive that the commission could deliver a credible election nce she fled the country left the.  

-       Chief Justice David Maraga and the other justices were publicly threatened by President 

Kenyatta himself. He accused them of having carried out a “coup” and having subverted the will 

of the people, and threatened to “fix” them after he was re-elected.  

-       Subsequent to these threats, when mob of threatening protestors to the ruling party 

surrounded the Supreme Court building, the Chief Justice called the Inspector General of Police 

for help in securing the Court and the judges.  The Inspector General refused. prompting the 



Chief Justice to say that he was prepared to pay whatever price was required to stand by the 

Constitution and the truth. 

[[Add to this the shooting of the Deputy Chief Justice’s bodyguard on the eve of a critical 

election case and you can see why Kenyans are in despair about ever having a credible election 

and have resolved to end such lawlessness. They are doing so through peaceful, constitutional 

means.]] 

Kenyans know that the decades-long struggle for justice and our grand new Constitutional order 

was waged and won peacefully. That is why NASA’s leadership is centered on a campaign of 

peaceful resistance to unlawfully constituted authority. We have convened a People’s Assembly 

to guide the country to a fresh, free and fair presidential election, as decreed by the Supreme 

Court.  

[[The Assembly will debate the multiple ailments that bedevil us, very much including the now-

lengthy record of four rigged elections in a row and the attacks that have weakened the 

independence of the electoral commission and the judiciary, as well as the depoliticization of the 

security forces. The proposals from the Assembly will be formalized in a referendum based on 

the signatures of a million Kenyans as required by the law.]] 

[[ Our plans also include the powerful economic weapon of boycotting goods and services 

produced by those who have supported lawless grab of the Presidency.]] 

  

[[The principles of peaceful and lawful struggle for change are more pivotal than ever today, 

since people have seen in recent months the enormous damage wrought when a government 

operates through means fundamentally destructive of the Constitution.]] 

  

That record of anti-democratic criminal behavior, which has included systematic measures 

limiting civil society and media protections, has made many wonder how our long-standing 

democratic partners have not publicly spoken up against these depredations. Most of us worry 



that this is a result of international policies that exclusively focus on security and stability, and 

that the envoys in Nairobi believe only President Kenyatta can deliver this with his own force- 

and security-first agenda. But when that agenda is accompanied by a government’s increasing 

authoritarianism and plans to stay permanently in power, Kenya’s historic stability is at 

fundamental risk. An anti-democratic culture in a freedom-loving country like Kenya is a recipe 

for radicalization and extremism.  

That campaign and war against extremism and terrorism is pivotal in our time and in our region. 

But to succeed, it must begin WITHIN each of our countries by building a state that shuns 

sectarianism and makes inclusion and equity as its core values. [[Africa is now an integral part of 

the international security matrix, and its governments are ready to co-operate on the struggle 

against extremism and terrorism.]] 

But that central continental struggle is not succeeding because too many countries have regressed 

in the last decade and lack an internal program of democratic inclusion and respect for rights, 

especially of marginalized communities, where extremism frequently originates. Too many 

African leaders just assess where western governments stand and align with their security 

policies. 

[[So, you have a situation where leaders trumpet their commitment to the war on terror in order 

to win financial and political backing from major powers, even as their domestic policies make 

their countries less governable and more receptive to extremism.]] 

As things stand now, anger and radicalization is growing by the day and unless this election 

crisis is expeditiously rectified, Kenya could be rendered incapable of protecting its own and its 

partners’ fundamental interests. The depth of this crisis can be seen in the hitherto unheard-of 

phenomenon of mainstream Kenyans feeling so deeply excluded that they are openly toying with 

the secessionist idea. 

The path to enhance Kenya’s security – and therefore this region’s – would not be a terribly 

complex one in a democratic state with clean elections. The rascals would always be thrown out 

by the people! But it does seem that the path to sustainable security is an impossible one for a 



regime which is essentially composed of a powerful elite which has been at our country’s helm 

for the last 55 years.  

In addition, our four presidents have come from only two communities and the next one 

preparing to take over after Uhuru is not from of the other 42 communities either.  

[[This tightly knit and exclusivist elite’s principal goal is to protect and enhance the enormous 

wealth it has accumulated through corruption and by asserting control over the people via 

instruments one identifies with a police state.]] 

[[Anyway, to regain our security also means putting an end to pervasive corruption which 

enhances international crimes and threats, including using the country as a transit point of drugs, 

small arms and illicit flows of funds.]] 

As I said at the outset, these ills co-exist with extra-ordinary accomplishments by talented, 

hardworking and outward-looking Kenyans. Kenya’s future, and indeed Africa’s, lies in 

democracy. The world saw what Kenya achieved through democratic rule between the 2002 and 

the 2013 elections. Led by a popular government, Kenya could once again regain its regional and 

continent-wide leadership it has lost.  

[[Friends here who know Kenya will have noted that I did not raise the issue of the setbacks 

Kenyans suffered from corruption, dysfunction and the erosion of democratic and economic 

vibrancy these last five years. I wanted today to focus primarily on the issues that need urgent 

addressing so we can have that free, fair and credible election. That election will be time to raise 

that record and allow Kenyans to decide whether they want NASA or Jubilee to lead them.]]  

 

Both the regime and our traditional partners must retrace their steps and accept that the current 

state of affairs endangers the nation, the region and the security and stability of the entire free 

world. 

 

Thank you. 



 

  

  

   

  

 


