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  Thank you, John Hamre, for your kind words and for your outstanding leadership of this 

extraordinary institution.  I thank the entire CSIS family for the wonderful honor of making this 

award in my name.  I am particularly honored that this prize and lecture spotlights and 

encourages courageous leaders who demonstrate vision and wisdom in addressing global 

challenges and who put our nation’s interests first. 

 

A few years ago, another great Secretary of Defense Bill Perry was presented a “Sam 

Nunn Award” by a group of my close friends.  It was a statue in my likeness, and it was about 

three or four feet tall and weighed at least 100 pounds.  About two years after Bill received the 

award, he was leaving his position as Secretary of Defense and about to drive back to California.  

Bill and Lee invited Colleen and me to dinner at their Alexandria townhouse overlooking the 

Potomac.  Bill may deny this, but before our enjoyable evening concluded, he quietly and 

sheepishly confessed that he had no way to move the “Nunn statue” back to California, and he 

added a subtle hint that, in the future, someone might just discover a statue looking like Sam 

Nunn at the bottom of the Potomac.  So Ash, I think Bill will tell you that this lecture and this 

small handsome medal are preferable to a statue – particularly one that looks like me.  

For me, the honor of having this award in my name comes from the immense credibility 

and accomplishments of the organization giving the award, CSIS, and the individual who is the 

inaugural recipient, Ash Carter.   

Ash Carter has a boatload of accomplishments, including his partnership with Bill Perry 

in developing the concept of preventive defense, which continues to shape much of America’s 

national security strategy. 

  Both as a civilian and in his important roles in the Department of Defense, Ash has 

identified the most compelling threats we face and helped shape our response.  From the 

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction to protecting unsecured nuclear weapons and 

materials to preventing catastrophic terrorism to responding to a rising China, Ash has been a 

thought and action leader.  He has a large footprint, and he continues to take big steps: from 

cutting edge technology development to procurement and acquisition reform to the force for the 

future to always keeping the well-being of our troops and their families on his front burner of 

concern. 

On a personal note, I know that Dick Lugar will agree with me when I say that Ash was 

key to the creation of the Nunn-Lugar Act.  Ash applied his scientific and analytical skills to the 

full implications of the break-up of the Soviet Union; he responded to the emergency call from 

Nunn and Lugar and came to Washington; he presented his convincing analysis to explain the 

threat; and he used his personal and professional credibility to help win over a skeptical Senate to 



pass what became the Nunn-Lugar legislation.  So, thank you, Ash, for your outstanding 

leadership and for your friendship.   

            I cherish my years as part of the CSIS family for many reasons.  At the top of my list is 

CSIS’ consistent nonpartisan approach to addressing our nation’s challenges.  One of our 

brilliant scholars, Jon Alterman, recently wrote, and I quote, “Wins come most often from a 

delicate ability to appreciate the views of others, but politics today have become a zero sum 

game.”  Jon is right, and the CSIS approach to solving our most pressing challenges is needed 

today more than ever. 

The term nonpartisan has become a trademark for this institution.  The CSIS formula, 

however, goes far beyond ignoring political labels and having Ds and Rs working side by side.  

Listening to a full range of viewpoints, learning from each other and, most importantly, letting 

the facts have an important bearing on the conclusions are key ingredients of the CSIS formula.  

This approach requires a large measure of respect for others and a spirit of civility – too often 

absent into today’s political arena. 

Columnist David Brooks recently noted that “civility comes from a sense of personal 

modesty from people who know that their own individual powers are limited and that they are 

useless without input from others – others who argue with you, correct you and introduce you to 

elements you never thought of.”  To me, civility does not mean eliminating passion and debate 

from our discussions – nor does it mean agreeing on every issue for agreements sake.  Civility 

means listening with a genuine desire to understand.  It means being open to being persuaded.  It 

means when you disagree with others, you do so without demonizing them.  It means respecting 

others as patriots who love America and partnering in a shared quest for answers that are 

practical, effective and workable.  I believe that this is the CSIS formula, and it works.  It is my 

hope that this award will both identify these qualities in our honorees and encourage them in our 

nation’s leadership. 

With Secretary of Defense Ash Carter as our first honoree, we are off to a great start. 

 


