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SEAN O’KEEFE:  Good morning.  Good morning.  (Laughs.)  OK, somebody’s awake, 

all right.  Thank you all very, very much for being here. 

 

I’m Sean O’Keefe, and I’m proud to represent John Hamre, the CEO of CSIS, in 

welcoming all of you to what I think will be a very, very memorable occasion to reflect on the 

last decade of a(n) organizational effort that’s been underway in our national government to 

really focus on some of the greatest challenges that confront not just the legal community, but I 

think the national security of our country at large. 

 

This is about the National Security Division at the Department of Justice, which is 

reflecting on its 10 years.  And its history in the course of just that short span of time has been 

remarkable. 

 

This is a direct legacy, to be sure, of the incredible events that changed all of our lives on 

9/11.  And as a consequence in working through all those challenges, the primary objective of 

trying to pull together the National Security Division was to establish an organizational structure 

designed to ensure greater coordination and unity of purpose between prosecutors and law 

enforcement agencies on the one hand; and intelligence, attorneys and intelligence community 

on the other to strengthen the effectiveness of the federal government’s national security efforts 

overall.  And if there were to be a referendum on that proposition, I think it would be an 

overwhelming positive approval that yes, indeed, this was one of the more effective 

organizational efforts that has been engaged post-September 11th, in the wake of that wakeup of 

what the vulnerabilities of our country have been. 

 

The mission is to carry out the department’s priority to combat terrorism and threats to 

national security more broadly – and to coordinate it, again across not just the law enforcement 

and legal functions of the United States government, but also that of the broader federal expanse.  

It is led, very ably, today by John Carlin, who was nominated by the president, confirmed by the 

Senate as the assistant attorney general for national security, and serves as the Department of 

Justice’s top security attorney.  As the assistant attorney general, he oversees a(n) extraordinary 

professional team of nearly 400 folks responsible for protecting the country against international 

and domestic terrorism, espionage, cyber, and other national security threats. 

 

Now, yesterday I had the great privilege of having been invited to attend a reception at 

Main Justice of the National Security Division to bring back so many of the folks who were 

important and helping found the National Security Division within the Justice Department.  And 

they reflected rather expansively on the challenges that were confronted before and those 

benefits we see since.  And I must report that, yes, even with a really serious agenda that this 

division deals with day in and day out, and a series of challenging cases that confront the very 

essence of threats to the United States, this group does have something that resembles humor that 

can be seen in it.  And in the course of that reception, it was – it was evident throughout. 

 

And I think, John, you should be extremely proud of the really extraordinary 

professionalism of this division.  And hearing relayed the stories of the challenges in the run-up 

to the creation of this division, as well as its ongoing activities since, was nothing short of 



inspirational.  It was an absolutely incredible evening, and one that I think reflected on the 

extraordinary talents of those who come to public service who are in these challenging kinds of 

roles. 

 

And principal among them, again, is John Carlin, who I think in the course of his time 

has had some really remarkable experiences and successes, which are not necessarily exactly the 

same.  The successes are a consequence of a lot of hard work and getting it just right.  He’s 

prosecuted the Boston Marathon cases, disrupted multiple terrorist plots and national security 

threats, overseen the National Security Cyber Specialist network, investigated the attack on Sony 

Entertainment’s computer systems, and the list goes on of the extraordinary achievements this 

gentleman has had. 

 

He is by background Harvard Law, coming to the Justice Department as a consequence 

of being a Heyman Fellow.  Now, for those who are not familiar with the Heyman Fellow 

program, this is inspired by a fellow named Sam Heyman, who intended that law students and 

those graduating with law degrees from Harvard Law then have the obligation to serve the public 

for a period of time as they pursue their legal careers thereafter.  And the intent was for some 

finite period of time in which as many as those who are selected as Heyman Fellows would serve 

in a capacity for a period just to get the exposure of precisely the value the legal community can 

have on the public’s advances.  This is a gentleman who went through that program, served the 

course of his obligation as a consequence of the fellowship, and then continued, and to this day is 

still a very proud public servant who is putting forth his time, his effort to lead the nation on this 

important set of legal challenges. 

 

It is my extraordinary privilege to introduce John Carlin.  (Applause.) 

 

JOHN P. CARLIN:  Thank you for that introduction and for hosting us today.  I wanted 

to start by remembering with you what happened 15 years ago, around 15 years ago.  There have 

been a lot of remembrances over the weekend, as we grieve together for those lost, as we 

remember the nearly 3,000 lives that were taken indiscriminately by a group dedicated to hate 

and violence, who killed – and it didn’t matter what your race was, didn’t matter what your 

religion was, didn’t matter your occupation; killed without regard. 

 

But I want to also bring us back to remember the time after September 11th, the weeks, 

the months that followed, where our country – and not just our country, but the world – was 

united in resolve and recognized an enemy that was evil.  And it encouraged us all to put aside 

differences and work together with one common cause, and that was to ensure that other 

innocent lives were not taken by a force that was fundamentally evil. 

 

The National Security Division comes from both of those moments.  It comes from 

remembering the tragedy, but also in the National Security Division every day the lawyers who 

are working together do so with that memory fresh and with that purpose fresh and with that 

resolve.  They work together across boundaries, the goal is to prevent the terrorist from 

occurring, to prevent the national security threat. 

 



The wisdom of our founding, as we approach our 10 years, was that there were certain 

legal reforms that were put in place after September 11th.  And the premise was simple, that we 

had failed to adequately share information across the law enforcement and intelligence divide, 

and that that failure to share information had led to what was perhaps a preventable tragedy, and 

that could never happen again.  And so there were legal reforms that made it easier.  But the 

wisdom of those who came up with the idea of the National Security Division – and you’ll hear 

from Judge Silberman, who was a member of the commission that recommended it, today – the 

wisdom was that it wasn’t just a question of legal reform, it was cultural; that we had to make 

sure that the prosecutors that prosecuted terrorism cases, that the prosecutors who prosecuted 

espionage cases, that the lawyers who practiced before the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 

Court and provided oversight of the intelligence community, that they sat together side-by-side, 

shoulder-to-shoulder, motivated by one goal, and that’s to prevent an attack from occurring. 

 

Success could no longer be measured by successfully holding responsible those who 

committed such atrocities, although unfortunately that remains a very important part of what we 

do, bringing people to justice.  But success was preventing the attack from occurring in the first 

place. 

 

Let me talk a little bit about the history.  It comes from three different parts of the 

department. 

 

The Internal Security Section, which later became the Counterespionage Section.  This is 

a group that was responsible for the prosecution of infamous Russian spies such as Robert 

Hansen, Aldrich Ames, the Walker ring.  This is a group that dated back to the 1950s and had 

been working on espionage cases in the department.  They reported through one chain. 

 

A second group of dedicated prosecutors for terrorism were created into a special section 

under the leadership of the Criminal Division at that time, Robert Mueller, who later became the 

head of the FBI.  And their special focus was motivated in part by hunting down those 

responsible for the Lockerbie bombing, a quest that continues today – because one thing about 

our division and those prosecutors is that we never forget and we never stop trying to hold 

people accountable for the acts that they committed. 

 

And the third branch, those of the Office of Intelligence, formerly OIPR.  They really 

date back to the creation of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court and the FISA Act, the 

Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Amendments Act.  That Act was passed in a response to the 

Church committee report.  And the Church committee examined abuses that had been committed 

in the name of doing right, but abuses that had occurred when our intelligence or law 

enforcement took actions outside the rule of law – that they named certain groups as subversive, 

that they entered houses without proper court warrant, that they opened mail indiscriminately. 

 

From that report and its recommendations came a structure that remains today that’s 

unique throughout the world, and it’s a structure of having oversight through all three branches.  

So they set up the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, they set up the Intelligence 

Committees in Congress – the Select Committees in the House and in the Senate – and they also, 

inside the Justice Department, set up an oversight unit that ensured that when you had certain 



warrants against U.S. – people inside the United States, that you had to get proper court 

approval.  And that structure remains today. 

 

The threat has changed.  The threat has changed.  So whereas when we were founded the 

core threat that we were facing was one of an al-Qaida that was located overseas and that was 

determined to recruit and train operatives to commit large-scale spectacular attacks – and don’t 

get me wrong; they’re still there, and they still have that commitment, as to other groups – it’s 

morphed.  It’s much more complex than what it was.  And the new face of the threat of both 

terrorism and cyber I think we’ll hear about today explains why it is so important to have a 

National Security Division, because it is right at the seam of law enforcement and intelligence.  It 

is right at the same of national enforcement authorities and international authorities. 

 

The Islamic State in the Levant has a new strategy that started towards the end of 2013 of 

crowdsourcing terrorism.  They take advantage of our social media, that’s been designed by 

American minds and provided pretty much for free throughout the world through apps and that’s 

caused so much good, but they exploit it like al-Qaida did with aviation in order to use it for their 

terrorist aims.  They bombard the internet with thousands and thousands of messages a day.  

They use it to recruit, to plan, and they also use it to direct operations in a new type of blended 

threat. 

 

That change in approach has led to an unprecedented use of our criminal justice system 

against international terrorists.  We’ve brought up approximately 110 terrorism cases across the 

country linked just to the Islamic State in the Levant since the end of 2013, 60 last year alone.  

And that’s occurred throughout 35 different districts in the United States.  It’s not located to one 

geographic area inside the United States; instead, the type of defendant, I think, illustrates where 

the threat’s coming from, which is we’ve never had defendants this young before.  Over half are 

25 or younger.  One-third are 21 or under – one-third, and that’s troubling.  And it’s also I think 

reflective of that, in almost every case, social media has been involved. 

 

The other area is national security cyber threats.  There are four main actors that the 

intelligence community has identified as nation-state threats in cyber:  Russia, China, Iran and 

North Korea.  And you see us committed to a new approach that applies the lessons we applied 

from terrorism, which is opening up the door on what the intelligence so that law enforcement 

can take advantage of it, so we can work creatively together to use an all-tools approach that’s 

dedicated to, one, figuring out who did it when a nation-state attacks or steals from the United 

States; two, making it public; and, three, holding them accountable.  And you’ve seen us apply 

that approach, whether it’s to the Chinese – five members of the Chinese People’s Liberation 

Army, whether it was publicly naming North Korea and imposing sanctions for its destructive 

attacks on Sony, or whether it was bringing charges against Iranian-affiliated actors for the 

denial-of-service attacks against our U.S. infrastructure.  You’ve seen us bring it time and again. 

 

And to anyone who’s doing cyber-related activity, who’s hacking, destroying, seeking to 

take advantage of America through cyber means, I think the message should be clear:  You are 

not safe because you are doing it under another nation’s flag.  We can figure out who did it.  It 

won’t remain anonymous.  We have figured out who did it.  And when we do, we’re committed 

to holding people responsible, to imposing consequences, to increasing costs. 



 

That is important both when it comes to economic espionage, like the People’s Liberation 

Army; destructive attacks, like North Korea; but also we’re seeing terrorists try to develop this 

capability.  There’s one case that shows this face of the new threat, an individual from Malaysia 

who hacked into a U.S. company, stole personally identifiable information, and he didn’t do it 

just to make a buck – although he did try to make a buck, $500 through bitcoin – on the backend 

he was passing it to one of the key proselytizers for the Islamic State in the Levant, a man named 

Junaid Hussain.  He was doing so from Malaysia.  And what Junaid Hussain was doing was 

culling through that information to form a list of people to kill inside the United States, then 

using Twitter to blast it back through the United States and saying kill these people where they 

live, by name, and giving their addresses. 

 

Because we were able to do the next challenge, which is – as hard as it was to share 

information across the law enforcement and intelligence divide, for our next challenge we have 

to take it one step further, which is we have to work across law enforcement and intelligence to 

the private sector.  We can’t combat social-media-driven threats, we can’t combat hacking 

against private infrastructure, without sharing information from government to the private sector 

and figuring out ways to receive it.  In this case – and the man’s name is Ferizi – we were able to 

do that.  And that’s why Ferizi was arrested pursuant to U.S. process in Malaysia, and has pled 

guilty in the Eastern District of Virginia for his material support to terrorism.  That’s why Junaid 

Hussain was killed in a military strike by CENTCOM in Raqqa, Syria.  Together, working across 

law enforcement, intelligence, military, and with the private sector, we can address this next 

generation of threats. 

 

I’m very excited to be able to introduce our next speaker, who is the attorney general of 

the United States, Loretta Lynch.  (Applause.)  Her tenure – her tenure at the department began 

in 1990, when she joined the United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of New 

York.  She’s prosecuted cases ranging from narcotics to violent crime to public corruption to 

civil rights, and in 1999, President Clinton had appointed her to be the United States attorney for 

the Eastern District of New York.  She served again when a second president asked her to return 

to public service, rejoining the department in 2009.  And under her leadership, in addition to 

numerous criminal cases, she was responsible for the prosecution of an al-Qaida-driven plot to 

bomb the New York subway system, Najibullah Zazi in 2009. 

 

There has been no more steadfast supporter of the work of the National Security Division 

and our mission.  And it’s my pleasure to welcome Loretta Lynch here today.  (Applause.) 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL LORETTA E. LYNCH:  Well, good morning, everyone. 

 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  Good morning. 

 

ATTY GEN. LYNCH:  It’s quite a crowd, commemorating a wonderful event.  Quite a 

time.  And it has been my pleasure to have worked with John over the years as well.  So, John, I 

want to thank you for that kind introduction, but also for your outstanding leadership of the 

National Security Division.  There is, in fact, no prouder leader I know of than you for this 

division, and you truly live the mission every day.  And so I thank you for that.  And the 



American people, if they had the chance to actually see you and know you, would thank you as 

well.  The work that we do is in the shadows so much we don’t get a chance to get that public 

acclaim, but no one would deserve is more than you.  So thank you, John, as well. 

 

Let me also thank this outstanding Center for Strategic and International Studies for co-

hosting this conference.  Quite a mission.  An outstanding Center.  It’s my first time in this 

beautiful building, but of course your work is so well-known – your dedication to providing 

insight and substance to world leaders who are making the momentous decisions of the day 

regarding national security, regarding international relations and global development. 

 

It is such a pleasure to be here with so many of my colleagues, whom I see here in the 

front row; so many of the distinguished scholars, both affiliated with this institution and who’ve 

come to share this day with us; as well as the dedicated public servants and the Justice 

Department alums who are back to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the National Security 

Division.  For all of you who have been with DOJ at one time or another, you know what I say:  

you never really leave the Department of Justice, and we still consider you to be part of our 

family.  So it’s such a privilege to be here, and to join with you in reaffirming our shared 

determination to defend our nation, to protect our people, and to uphold our ideals against the 

evolving threats that we confront today.  And this is a group that more than many other 

components in the department deals with change constantly, the evolution of the threats against 

us. 

 

And of course, we’re also standing here at another seminal moment because this past 

Sunday Americans everywhere paused to commemorate the 15th anniversary of the deadliest 

terror attacks on American soil.  The attacks of 9/11 killed nearly 3,000 people at the Pentagon, 

in New York City, and in Somerset County, Pennsylvania.  It’s emblazoned on everyone’s mind 

where they were that day and what they saw and what they remember.  But it’s also emblazoned 

throughout the country, was the sense that we had that just shook our sense of safety; it shook 

our well-being to its core.  And it brought home, in the most graphic and painful fashion, the fact 

that there are truly agents of hatred, agents of intolerance who seek to harm our nation because of 

our values and because of our standing in the world.  To put it simply, everyone knew that there 

literally was evil in this world, and on that day it was directed toward us. 

 

But of course, that was a day that also spurred us to action.  And we began, in reviewing 

the events of the carnage of that day, to also take a hard look at our approach to national security 

in the 21st century. 

 

And of course, what we saw showed us that addressing the scourge of international 

terrorism required what many in this room knew and had been advocating for years:  a closer 

collaboration between our intelligence community and our law enforcement agencies.  We 

needed to break down the silos that had separated our important work, that had hampered our 

ability to connect these often-scattered pieces of information into a coherent picture.  And this 

was an even more vital exercise at that time, because after 9/11 our mandate sharpened to 

highlight as never before not just the investigation and the prosecution of terrorist attacks, but 

their prevention – their prevention.  That is, of course, the charge that we all embrace today. 

 



And thus, in 2006, as part of this effort to connect our strengths in this area, was born the 

National Security Division, the Justice Department’s first new litigating section in nearly half a 

century.  And it has been a decade since that time.  It has been compressed, into that decade, the 

work of a generation, literally. 

 

In that brief time, the men and women of NSD – the National Security Division – have 

compiled an extraordinary record of success in protecting our nation and in safeguarding our 

people.  In just 10 years – which is nothing in the history of the world or in the history of these 

issues – they have forged closer ties with our counterparts in the intelligence community and 

with our allies overseas, enhancing our collective ability to detect threats as they arrive.  

Working closely alongside these partners, they have helped to thwart numerous attacks on our 

shores.  The have literally saved lives and prevented unimaginable devastation.  And, together 

with their counterparts in United States Attorney’s Offices around the nation, they have brought 

hundreds of terrorists and their accomplices to justice – to justice in our courts, demonstrating 

that our courts can fairly and effectively handle terrorism cases.  And, crucially, they have 

exercised the careful oversight over our intelligence gathering and other national security 

activities that has ensured – indeed, has guaranteed – that in our pursuit of terrorists and spies 

alike, we do not undermine the very constitutional rights and liberties that we’re all sworn to 

protect.  

 

Now, as everyone in this room is aware and those of you who worked in the division 

know, by its very nature so much of what NSD does remains unknown to the American people.  

They do not receive nearly the recognition that they deserve.  But we are a stronger, we are a 

safer country today because NSD is on watch.  Under their watch, countless lives have been 

saved.  And those who have benefited from the dedication and the efforts of all of those who 

have lent their shoulder to the wheel of the work of NSD may never know the names of those 

associated with that work.  But we do, and we will not soon forget. 

 

Now, as John has noted, I had the opportunity to witness this division’s outstanding work 

firsthand in 2009, during my time as U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York – yes, 

Brooklyn – (laughter) – when a combined law enforcement and intelligence effort thwarted an 

al-Qaida plot to attack the New York City subway system – one of the most serious terrorist 

plots against America since 9/11.  Now, that successful investigation and prosecution, that 

spanned not just the Eastern District of New York but went across the seas to work with our 

international partners, and put a number of al-Qaida operatives in jail – would not have been 

possible without the strong partnership that has been forged between NSD and the United States 

Attorney’s Offices across the country.  In my time as attorney general, when I’ve had the chance 

to work closely with this division – not just to talk to its people, but to observe its work, the care, 

the attention they bring to every issue, the commitment to the highest ideals of this country, 

which is the prism through which they view every action – has only deepened my admiration and 

my gratitude for the works of those who safeguard the highest ideals of this country. 

 

Now, of course, the threats facing our country have changed since 9/11.  We see this 

every day.  And there’s no question that we have to remain watchful for the kind of carefully 

planned attacks on major targets favored by al-Qaida.  We in no way diminish those issues.  But 

the emergence of ISIL, which uses social media to spread its hateful propaganda, which 



encourages the lone-wolf attack, requires us to adapt to this more diffuse brand of terrorism.  

And that is a change. 

 

And of course, at the same time, rival nations continue to seek a military advantage by 

stealing our assets.  Others are flouting international norms by attempting to increase their 

nuclear capabilities or develop weapons of mass destruction.  And of course, as digital 

technology becomes a critical component of everything from our defense systems to our kitchen 

appliances, we have to confront the increasing threats in cyberspace, in the virtual world, from 

the theft of security and trade secrets by state-sponsored actors to destructive attacks by terrorists 

and rogue states.  These are among the most pressing national security concerns of our time.  

They’re complex, they’re fast-moving, and they require quick thinking and nimble action.  And I 

am proud to say – I am extremely proud to say that NSD every day has risen to this challenge, 

helping to develop the new tools, the new approaches, and the new partnerships that we rely on 

to meet these new threats. 

 

Now let me just share some of the things, just a few of the things that I am so proud of 

about this department.  In our battle against terrorism, for instance, the Justice Department, led 

by NSD, has moved quickly to address two of the most disturbing trends stemming from the rise 

of ISIL:  both the danger of radicalized Americans traveling overseas to join extremist groups 

and then return, as well as the threat of the attacks committed here in the United States by 

homegrown violent extremists. 

 

Now, NSD’s efforts have yielded impressive results.  This is their forte.  Since 2013, we 

have publicly charged more than 100 individuals in over 35 judicial districts for conduct related 

to foreign terrorist fighter activity or homegrown violent extremist activity.  And when tragedy 

does strike – as it has in Orlando, in San Bernardino, in Boston and elsewhere – NSD responds, 

working literally around the clock to bring the perpetrators to justice.  

 

Now, of course, with an issue as complex and far-ranging as this, what is ever clear is 

that we cannot simply prosecute our way out of this problem, especially – especially with 

prevention as our mandate.  Now, communities around the country have expressed a strong 

interest in developing ways to divert individuals who are tempted by extremism, and we have 

listened, and we have responded.  And, along with our government and NGO partners at the 

federal, state and local levels, we are working to support the creation of community-led 

intervention programs designed to help these at-risk individuals resist the siren song of 

radicalization.  Because, of course, prevention there must break that chain of ideology going 

from the internet to the minds of vulnerable individuals. 

 

But, of course, the threats we face are ever-morphing, and NSD has been just as agile in 

adapting to the threats that we face in cyberspace.  You know, we ride the wake of the digital 

age, and it has been wonderful.  It has opened new horizons for spreading knowledge.  It has 

opened new ways of boosting innovation.  And it has fostered prosperity around the world.  It 

has literally changed the way that we communicate and the way that we create.  But in our ever-

growing reliance on the internet, it’s also opened a new door for malicious actors in their quest to 

do us harm.  And, like terrorism and like espionage, cyber threats require action by every part of 

the federal government, including its prosecutors and law enforcement officials. 



 

And of course, in response to this change, NSD was there.  NSD acted, and founded a 

new nationwide program in 2012:  the National Security Cyber Specialists network.  And of 

course, this being Washington, it’s known as NSCS.  (Laughter.)  This brings together NSD 

attorneys, it brings together prosecutors in every U.S. attorney’s office, and experts from the 

Criminal Division’s Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section.  This unique partnership 

allows us to deploy both criminal and national security tools against cyber intrusions.  It lets us 

be flexible.  We can bring criminal charges where they are appropriate, and we can support the 

diplomatic, the intelligence, the military and economic actions that are often the most valuable 

and useful against cyber adversaries.  

 

And the NSCS has proven to be a model of the kind of integrated and flexible response 

that this threat requires, and its successes have been noteworthy.  And remember, this is a group 

that came together in 2012, but in recent years, the NSCS attorneys have brought first-of-their-

kind charges.  We have charged five hackers in the Chinese military for stealing trade secrets and 

other information for the commercial advantage of Chinese firms.  They have indicted seven 

Iranian hackers affiliated with that nation’s Revolutionary Guard Corps who conspired to attack 

our financial sector and who accessed the control system of a dam in Upstate New York. And 

they have pushed to hold North Korea publicly accountable for the destructive cyberattack on 

Sony Pictures, for which it was ultimately sanctioned. 

 

Now, these groundbreaking actions send a clear signal:  whether you are a rogue hacker 

or a uniformed solider, the shadowy corners of the internet will not provide respite for long.  The 

light of our efforts is bright.  The reach of our resolve is long.  There literally is no hiding place. 

 

Now, in this arena as well, prevention has become our priority.  And, consequently, 

we’ve also expanded our outreach to the private sector.  This is a section and an issue that is 

dependent upon close collaboration between government, and the private sector as well.  The 

private sector controls most of our internet, it holds our most valuable information, and it needs 

the support of our nation’s government to build resilience and to withstand attacks.  And NSD 

has been working with the private sector to raise awareness, to share guidance, to share 

information, as well as to offer technical assistance to American companies, helping to ensure 

that government and industry present a united front against the menaces that we confront in 

cyberspace.  This threat is too diffuse for us not to come together. 

 

Now, in these and all of the division’s efforts – from protecting the classified information 

and enforcing the sanction regimes, to prosecuting those who attempt to illegally ship sensitive 

technology to foreign shores – NSD is also charged with carrying out the highest priority of our 

government, the protection of the American people.  At the same time, it’s entrusted with the 

vital corollary to that:  the protection and preservation of American ideals. 

 

Now, those missions are often thought to be in tension with one another.  People will 

portray it as a choice, a zero-sum game.  But in the final analysis, we know they are literally one 

and the same, because what sets us apart from our adversaries is our devotion to the rule of law.  

It’s our commitment to our founding principles of liberty, justice and equality.  And these are the 

ideals that generations of our forbearers fought and died for overseas, and marched and bled to 



uphold here at home.  These are the ideals that make us literally a beacon to the world, giving 

hope to those who love freedom and dignity, and striking fear in those who traffic in hatred and 

reckless violence.  And these are the ideals – these ideals of liberty and justice and equality form 

not just the bedrock of our safety, but the foundation of our freedoms.  Upholding them is not a 

luxury; it’s a responsibility.  But it’s a responsibility that I am proud to say the National Security 

Division fulfills with fidelity and integrity every single day. 

 

That responsibility is also a heavy one, and it will not be lifted any time soon.  As long as 

there is a United States, there will be forces in this world who wish us ill.  And as we weather the 

challenges to come, we will continue to look to the men and women of the National Security 

Division to respond to those forces as they have for the last 10 years:  firmly, decisively, and in 

accordance with the traditions and the principles that make our country great.  Now, for a 

decade, NSD has excelled at everything that we’ve asked of it.  And I’m going to ask them to 

continue that march and do even more, because I’m confident that in the decades to come this 

division and its partners will continue to keep our nation safe, will continue to keep our people 

secure, and most importantly will always keep our values strong. 

 

And I want to thank all of you who have come here today to join us in celebrating this 

division for your dedication, as well, to that sacred mission.  But let me also thank my team, my 

guys at NSD, for your devotion to this cause, for the work that you do every day all day and well 

into the night to protect all of us here and across this country.  And let me congratulate you on 

this tremendous, tremendous milestone.  There’s more to do, and I wouldn’t do it with anyone 

but you.  Thank you so very much.  Thank you for having me.  (Applause.) 

 

(END) 

 


