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OPERATOR:  Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for standing by, and welcome to the 

press conference, Center for Strategic and International Studies conference call.  At this time, all 

participants are in a listen-only mode.  Later we will conduct a question-and-answer session.  

Instructions will be given at that time.  If you should require assistance during today’s call, 

please press star than zero.  As a reminder, the conference is being recorded.   

 

I would now like to turn the conference over to our host, Mr. Brandon Schwartz.  Please 

go ahead. 

 

BRANDON SCHWARTZ:  Thank you all for joining us.  This is the CSIS Press 

Conference Call on the North American Leaders’ Summit.  We’re joined by Kimberly Breier, the 

deputy director of the CSIS Americas Program, and the director of the U.S. and Mexico Futures 

Initiative at CSIS, and Christopher Sands, senior research professor and director of the Center for 

Canadian Studies at SAIS.  We’re going to turn it over to Kim to start things off. 

 

KIMBERLY BREIER:  Good morning, everyone.  Thanks for joining in this morning.  I 

just want to make a couple of key points about the North American Leaders’ Summit next week.  

President Obama will be going to Ottawa on the 29th for meetings with Canadian Prime Minister 

Trudeau and Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto.  This is the first summit since 2014.  And I 

think it’s very clear that it’s coming at an important time for all three countries, and it’s a 

moment where I think the emphasis will need to be on showing the results of what the North 

American partnership does for the populations in the three countries. 

 

I wanted to say a bit about the mechanics of the summit, and what they are.  And 

ultimately, these meetings are a policy process.  They’re really the beginning of a process and the 

culmination of a process where the three leaders set the vision and the agenda for the relationship 

and for the work ahead for the year, and they’re also an action-forcing event.  These meetings 

end up having announcements and results that show that what has happened over the past years 

and bring closure on some issues.   

 

So I think we can expect some announcements coming out of this – of this summit.  

Some of the announcements will be about incremental progress on issues in North American 

relations over the years.  It’s the types of issues that won’t be resolved quickly.  Some of the 

announcements will probably also be on more immediate resolution on some challenging issues 

in the relationship.   

 

From my optic, I think the importance of this meeting and the timing of it, as it is 

President Obama’s last meeting before the change in leadership in the United States next year, 

and also as Prime Minister Trudeau’s first meeting, I think there’s going to be a real emphasis on 

showing how the North American partnership is relevant to people, and on communicating what 

the benefits are of our cooperation with Canada and Mexico.  So those are just my kind of initial 

– my initial thoughts.  And I’m happy to take your questions after some comments from Chris 

Sands. 

 



CHRISTOPHER SANDS:  Good morning, everybody.  I just want to add to what 

Kimberly Breier had to say by putting this in some context for – really for the Canadians.   

 

The Trudeau – this is Trudeau’s first summit.  And he made a big point of hosting this 

summit after Stephen Harper, his predecessor, decided not to host in 2015.  Part of that was a 

reaction to the president’s rejection of a permit for the Keystone pipeline.  And it was not the 

first time that Harper had failed to host a summit.  He also failed to host a summit in 2010.  And 

so Canada seemed liked the least enthusiastic partner, in some ways, to the North American 

Leadership Summit process.  Trudeau wanted to make a break with that, and embrace the North 

American process.   

 

Part of that also has been an outreach to Mexico.  There is word this week that the prime 

minister has come up with a way to lift, with some conditions, the visa requirement that Harper 

imposed on Mexicans coming to Canada.  It was one of the only barriers to free movement of 

people that we really saw, other than immigration barriers.  But it was a real insult that the 

Mexicans did not take well, and it soured Canada-Mexico relations quite a bit.  So Trudeau 

comes to this meeting, both committing to a U.S.-led North American process, and committing 

to better U.S.-Canada-Mexico relations.  So I think, for him, this is an important test.   

 

At the same time, North America is where Canada finds its first and third largest trading 

partner.  The U.S. is largest and the Mexico is the third.  And trade is a subject on everybody’s 

mind right now.  Canada’s economy has been slowing down.  Because of low commodity prices, 

it’s exporting less energy.  It’s exporting less natural resources, raw materials, not only to Asia, 

but also within North America.  Since the bailout of the automobile companies earlier in the 

Obama administration, which Canada participated in, the only other country to contribute to that 

bailout, Canada has seen a steady erosion of its automotive jobs and has lost some contracts, they 

perceive, to Mexico.   

 

So Canada’s quite worried about its economy right now.  The OECD and the IMF have 

both lowered their forecasts for Canadian growth, which is slower than American growth at the 

moment.  And it’s that context which is the backdrop also for a looming dispute over softwood 

lumber.  This is a perennial for Canada-U.S. relations.  We always fight over softwood lumber.  

The current software lumber agreement expired earlier this year.  There was hope that we could 

complete a deal to head off a dispute this month.  If we don’t, we’re likely to face countervailing 

duties imposed in the United States starting in October, which is before the U.S. election.   

 

Many people in the lumber industries in the United States feel that it’s a protectionist 

time and that they have the wind at their back in trying to push the Canadians to make more 

concessions.  But this is going to be seen symbolically, as Canadians tend to have one big 

dispute that they focus on symbolically, as the issue that is either the proof that President Obama 

can make good on the good feelings of the Trudeau state visit in March and their friendship can 

actually bear some benefit for the economy, or it will – in the alternative, it will be seen as the 

moment that President Obama, despite all of the good words, failed to deliver something 

important for Canada, and they need to hunker down and brace themselves for the outcome of 

the U.S. election. 

 



So I think there’s a lot at stake for Trudeau.  There’s a lot at stake for the Canadian 

economy.  And it’s this backdrop that will certainly be on the minds of the Canadians as we meet 

next week. 

 

MR. SCHWARTZ:  And with that, we’ll open to questions from participants. 

 

OPERATOR:  Thank you. 

 

(Gives queuing instructions.) 

 

And there are no questions at this time.  Please continue. 

 

MR. SCHWARTZ:  All right, folks.  Thanks for joining the conference call.  We’re 

going to have a transcript made of the call, and we’ll send it out to all of your inboxes.  And if 

you have any interview requests, please contact the CSIS media office or my email, 

BSchwartz@CSIS.org.  Thank you very much for joining us. 

 

OPERATOR:  Ladies and gentlemen, this conference will be available for replay after 

1:00 p.m. today through June 25th 2016.  You may access the AT&T replay system at any time 

by dialing 1-800-475-6701 and entering the access code 396805.  That does conclude your 

conference for today. 

 

(END)  

 


