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Speaker Biographies: 

 

Opening Remarks 

 

Daniel F. Runde, William A. Schreyer Chair in Global Analysis and Director, Project on U.S. 

Leadership in Development, CSIS 

Daniel F. Runde is director of the Project on U.S. Leadership in Development and holds the William A. 

Schreyer Chair in Global Analysis at CSIS. His work centers on leveraging American soft power 

instruments and the central roles of the private sector and good governance in creating a more free and 

prosperous world. Previously, he led the Foundations Unit for the Department of Partnerships & Advisory 

Service Operations at the International Finance Corporation. His work facilitated and supported over $20 

million in new funding through partnerships with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Rockefeller 

Foundation, Kauffman Foundation, and Visa International, among other global private and corporate 

foundations. 

 

Earlier, Mr. Runde was director of the Office of Global Development Alliances at the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID). He led the initiative by providing training, networks, staff, funds, 

and advice to establish and strengthen alliances, while personally consulting to 15 USAID missions in 

Latin America, the Middle East, and Africa. His efforts leveraged $4.8 billion through 100 direct alliances 

and 300 others through training and technical assistance. Mr. Runde began his career in financial services 

at Alex. Brown & Sons, Inc., in Baltimore and worked for both CitiBank and BankBoston in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina. He received an M.P.P. from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University 

and holds a B.A., cum laude, from Dartmouth College. 

 

Keynote Address 

 

The Honorable David Perdue, U.S. Senator, R-GA 

David Perdue is the junior Senator from Georgia. Senator Perdue has over 40 years of business 

experience as the former CEO of Reebok athletic brand and Dollar General, where he focused on quality 

job creation and providing livelihoods for working families. 

 

At Georgia Tech, he earned a degree in Industrial Engineering and a master’s in Operations Research 

while working warehouse and construction jobs. In 2014, he won a decisive victory to the U.S. Senate, 

despite having never before been elected to office, on the promise that he will fight for term limits for 

politicians, help rein in out-of-control spending, grow the economy, create jobs, and tackle our nation's 

debt crisis. 

 

For the 114th Congress, Senator Perdue serves on the Agriculture Committee; Budget Committee; 

Foreign Relations Committee; Judiciary Committee; and the Special Committee on Aging. He also leads 

the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on the State Department and U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID) Management and the Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation, Forestry and 

Natural Resources. Senator Perdue is focused on providing critical oversight of USAID and the State 

Department to ensure these important agencies are achieving our strategic foreign policy goals. 

 

Welcoming Remarks 

 

Thomas J. Pritzker, Chairman, Board of Trustees, CSIS 



Tom Pritzker was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois. He holds a B.A. from Claremont Men’s College 

and M.B.A. and J.D. degrees from the University of Chicago. Pritzker is chairman and CEO of The 

Pritzker Organization, the family’s historical merchant bank. He is also executive chairman of Hyatt 

Hotels Corporation and serves on the board of directors of Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Over his career 

he has been involved in acquiring and building mature companies in a number of different industries and 

founding significant companies in the fields of container leasing (Triton), biotech (Bay City Capital), and 

health care (Reliant Pharmaceuticals and First Health). 

 

Outside of business, Mr. Pritzker is chairman of the board of the Hyatt Foundation, which sponsors the 

Pritzker Architecture Prize. He is a member of the board of trustees of the University of Chicago and the 

Center for Strategic and International Studies. He is a member of the Aspen Strategy Group. He has also 

organized the Pritzker Neuropsychiatric Disorders Research Consortium, which is a collaborative 

research effort into the genetic basis of psychiatric disorders. Mr. Pritzker is an honorary professor of 

history at Sichuan University in China and for the past 30 years has been leading archeological 

expeditions in the Western Himalayas. He has recently been elected as a fellow of the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

 

Stephen W. Green, President, Chevron Asia Pacific Exploration and Production Company, 

Chevron Corporation 

Stephen W. Green is president of Chevron Asia Pacific Exploration and Production Company, a position 

he assumed in April 2016. As president, Mr. Green oversees Chevron's exploration and production 

activities in eight countries across the Asia-Pacific region. Previous to his current position, Mr. Green 

served as vice president of Policy, Government and Public Affairs for Chevron Corporation where he was 

responsible for U.S. and international government relations, all aspects of communications, and the 

company’s worldwide efforts to protect and enhance its reputation. 

 

Mr. Green also served as president of Chevron Indonesia Company and managing director of the Chevron 

Indo Asia Business Unit from 2008 to 2011. During this time he was responsible for all aspects of the 

business unit’s oil, gas and geothermal operations, including exploration, production, project development 

and business support services. Prior to joining Chevron, Mr. Green was chief executive officer of Unocal 

Thailand, Ltd., and vice president of International Energy Operations for Myanmar, Thailand and 

Vietnam from 2004 until Chevron’s merger with Unocal in 2005. After the merger, Mr. Green served 

through 2007 as managing director of Chevron’s Asia South business unit, adding Bangladesh, Cambodia 

and China to his previous responsibilities.  

 

Mr. Green serves on the board of trustees of The First Tee. He is also a member of the Society of 

Petroleum Engineers. Mr. Green joined Chevron in 2005 upon the merger with Unocal Corporation. He 

earned a bachelor’s degree in engineering from Texas A&M University in 1980 and completed the 

Stanford Graduate School of Business Executive Program in 2003. 

 

Fostering an Enabling Environment for Economic Growth 

 

José Juan Ruiz Gómez, Chief Economist and Manager of the Research Department, Inter-

American Development Bank 
José Juan Ruiz Gómez, a Spanish citizen, is the Chief Economist and Manager of the Research 

Department. The Department is the sector of the Bank that generates new ideas to enrich the knowledge 

base that supports the policy agenda of the Bank and its member countries. Mr. Ruiz comes to the IDB 

from the Banco Santander, where he served as Director of Strategy and Chief Economist in the Latin 

America Division. For the past 12 years he has been a member of the Executive Committee of the 

America Division and has been a member of the Board of Directors of Banco Santiago in Chile, Banco 

Santander Colombia, Banco Santander Puerto Rico, Banco Santander Perú and Banco Venezuela. 



 

Mr. Ruiz has also held various governmental positions in the Ministries of the Economy, Finance and 

Commerce. He was Undersecretary of International Economy and Competition and Chairman of the 

Economic Policy Committee of the European Union from 1991 to 1993. He was responsible for Spain’s 

relations with the OECD, IMF and the World Bank, where he also served as a consultant. From 1993 to 

1996, he was the Chief Economist for Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria. 

 

He is a regular contributor to El País and from 1996–2001 wrote a column “Butaca de Patio” for the 

Spanish economic newspaper,Expansión. Mr. Ruiz holds a BA in Economics from the Universidad 

Autónoma de Madrid and is a member of the Spanish civil service as Técnico Comercial and Economista 

del Estado. 

 

Stephen W. Green, President, Chevron Asia Pacific Exploration and Production Company, 

Chevron Corporation 

Stephen W. Green is president of Chevron Asia Pacific Exploration and Production Company, a position 

he assumed in April 2016. As president, Mr. Green oversees Chevron's exploration and production 

activities in eight countries across the Asia-Pacific region. Previous to his current position, Mr. Green 

served as vice president of Policy, Government and Public Affairs for Chevron Corporation where he was 

responsible for U.S. and international government relations, all aspects of communications, and the 

company’s worldwide efforts to protect and enhance its reputation. 

 

Mr. Green also served as president of Chevron Indonesia Company and managing director of the Chevron 

Indo Asia Business Unit from 2008 to 2011. During this time he was responsible for all aspects of the 

business unit’s oil, gas and geothermal operations, including exploration, production, project development 

and business support services. Prior to joining Chevron, Mr. Green was chief executive officer of Unocal 

Thailand, Ltd., and vice president of International Energy Operations for Myanmar, Thailand and 

Vietnam from 2004 until Chevron’s merger with Unocal in 2005. After the merger, Mr. Green served 

through 2007 as managing director of Chevron’s Asia South business unit, adding Bangladesh, Cambodia 

and China to his previous responsibilities.  

 

Mr. Green serves on the board of trustees of The First Tee. He is also a member of the Society of 

Petroleum Engineers. Mr. Green joined Chevron in 2005 upon the merger with Unocal Corporation. He 

earned a bachelor’s degree in engineering from Texas A&M University in 1980 and completed the 

Stanford Graduate School of Business Executive Program in 2003. 

 

Marisa Lago, Assistant Secretary, International Markets and Development, U.S. Department of the 

Treasury 

Marisa Lago was confirmed by the United States Senate to serve as the U.S. Department of the Treasury's 

Assistant Secretary for International Markets and Development. In this position, Ms. Lago is responsible 

for leading Treasury's role on the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States. She will also 

direct Treasury's portfolio on international financial services regulation, trade, banking and securities, 

development, technical assistance and climate finance. 

 

Ms. Lago most recently served as the President and Chief Executive Officer of Empire State 

Development, where she pushed forward important long-term development projects, including the 

revitalization of Erie Canal Harbor in Buffalo, the expansion and renovation of the Jacob Javits 

Convention Center in Manhattan, and the construction of Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

 

Immediately prior to joining New York State government, Ms. Lago spent five years as the Global Head 

of Compliance for Citigroup's corporate and investment bank. Before joining Citigroup, Ms. Lago headed 

the Office of International Affairs for the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. As the head of the 



office responsible for all aspects of the SEC's international activities, Ms. Lago played a key role in 

numerous international initiatives involving trade in financial services, international accounting standards, 

securities activities on the internet and enhancing financial regulation in off-shore financial centers. 

 

As Boston's Chief Economic Development Officer from 1994 to 1997, Ms. Lago headed the Boston 

Redevelopment Authority and was also responsible for the city's public housing, affordable housing, 

neighborhood development and job training agencies. From 1990 to 1994, she was General Counsel for 

New York City's Economic Development Corporation. Ms. Lago earned a J.D. cum laude in 1982 from 

Harvard Law School, and a B.S. in physics from Cooper Union in 1977.  

 

Thomas J. Pritzker, Chairman, Board of Trustees, CSIS 

Tom Pritzker was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois. He holds a B.A. from Claremont Men’s College 

and M.B.A. and J.D. degrees from the University of Chicago. Pritzker is chairman and CEO of The 

Pritzker Organization, the family’s historical merchant bank. He is also executive chairman of Hyatt 

Hotels Corporation and serves on the board of directors of Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Over his career 

he has been involved in acquiring and building mature companies in a number of different industries and 

founding significant companies in the fields of container leasing (Triton), biotech (Bay City Capital), and 

health care (Reliant Pharmaceuticals and First Health). 

 

Outside of business, Mr. Pritzker is chairman of the board of the Hyatt Foundation, which sponsors the 

Pritzker Architecture Prize. He is a member of the board of trustees of the University of Chicago and the 

Center for Strategic and International Studies. He is a member of the Aspen Strategy Group. He has also 

organized the Pritzker Neuropsychiatric Disorders Research Consortium, which is a collaborative 

research effort into the genetic basis of psychiatric disorders. Mr. Pritzker is an honorary professor of 

history at Sichuan University in China and for the past 30 years has been leading archeological 

expeditions in the Western Himalayas. He has recently been elected as a fellow of the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

 

Breakout Session 1 

 

Citizen Participation and Government Accountability: The Role of Technology 

 

Nathaniel Heller, Managing Director, Results for Development Institute 

Nathaniel Heller is a Managing Director at the Results for Development Institute (R4D), which he joined 

in 2014, and leads R4D’s Governance Program. At R4D, Mr. Heller works to harness citizen-centric 

transparency and accountability efforts as drivers of development outcomes.  

 

Prior to joining R4D, Mr. Heller co-founded and led Global Integrity, a non-profit organization that 

promotes government transparency and accountability worldwide through high-quality research, cutting-

edge technology, and innovative policy insights. During his time as Executive Director of Global 

Integrity, Mr. Heller led the organization from its founding in 2005 through a period of intensive growth 

that saw Global Integrity established as a global leader on anti-corruption and governance issues. In 

addition to the development of best-of-breed methodologies for measuring public sector integrity systems 

and thought leadership in the nascent open government space, Mr. Heller conceptualized and established 

the OpenGov Hub, the world’s first open government-themed co-working community with locations in 

Washington, DC and Kathmandu, Nepal. He also created an emerging markets research company 

servicing consulting firms and hedge funds, now Foglamp Research, which was successfully spun off 

from Global Integrity in 2013. 

 

Prior to co-founding Global Integrity, Mr. Heller served at the US Department of State focusing on 

European political-military affairs; as a fellow at the Center for Public Integrity reporting on public sector 



accountability and ethics issues; and as a foreign policy fellow to the late-Senator Edward Kennedy. Mr. 

Heller holds a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations and Spanish Literature from the University of 

Delaware and a Master’s degree from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service. He currently 

serves as a civil society steering committee member of the Open Government Partnership, advisory board 

member of Civio, and on the board of The engine room. 

 

Alicia Phillips Mandaville, Vice President, Amida Technology Solutions 
Alicia Phillips Mandaville was most recently the Chief Strategy Officer for the Millennium Challenge 

Corporation (MCC), and is a pioneer in the use of data for public-investment decision-making in 

emerging and developing economies. At MCC she structured and managed the open data-driven tools that 

the agency relied on to allocate billions of dollars of investments in infrastructure, agriculture, health, and 

other economic development programs. With a background in both economic and public-sector 

institutions, she has worked with and for a variety of governments and large international institutions. 

 

Tiago Carneiro Peixoto, Team Lead, Digital Engagement Unit, World Bank Group 
Dr. Tiago Peixoto is a Team Lead at the World Bank’s Digital Engagement Unit. Featured in TechCrunch 

as one of the “20 Most Innovative People in Democracy”, Dr. Peixoto's work focuses on the intersection 

of technology, citizen engagement and governance. At the World Bank he works with governments to 

leverage technology-enabled solutions for better public policies and services. As the lead of the Bank’s 

Digital Engagement Evaluation Team (DEET), he coordinates evaluation and research activities that 

apply cutting-edge methodologies to examine the effects of technology on participation, transparency, 

accountability and government responsiveness. 

 

Prior to joining the World Bank, Dr. Peixoto managed projects and worked as an advisor and consultant 

for various organizations, such as the European Commission, OECD, United Nations, and the Brazilian 

and UK governments. A Research Director of the Electronic Democracy Centre at the University of 

Zurich and faculty member of NYU’s Governance Lab, Dr. Peixoto holds a PhD and a Masters in 

Political Science from the European University Institute, as well as a Masters in Organized Collective 

Action from Sciences-Po Paris. 

 

Daudi Were, Executive Director, Ushahidi 
Daudi Khamadi Were is the Executive Director at Ushahidi a global technology company whose mission 

is to change the way information flows in the world. Founded in Nairobi, Kenya in 2008, the Ushahidi 

Platform has grown to be the world-class tool for crisis and humanitarian response, election engagement, 

service delivery monitoring, human rights monitoring and many more. Prior to this he was the Director of 

Innovation at Ushahidi responsible for Making All Voices Count, a $55 million global initiative that 

supports innovation, scaling-up, and research to deepen existing innovations and help harness new 

technologies to enable citizen engagement and government responsiveness. 

 

Mr. Were has over the last 16 years supported human and social rights defenders across the globe harness 

the power of technology, data and information strategies and tools to bring about positive change in their 

communities. He provides technology and strategy support to several high impact grassroots and 

international organizations and sits on the UNDP Innovation Facility Advisory Board, Africa Advisory 

Board of Global Philanthropy Alliance and the board of Youth Against Cancer Kenya. Mr. Were blogs at 

www.mentalacrobatics.com and is a TED Africa fellow. 

 

Shannon N. Green, Director and Senior Fellow, Human Rights Initiative, Center for Strategic and 

International Studies 
Shannon N. Green is director and senior fellow of the Human Rights Initiative at CSIS. She brings deep 

experience in human rights, civil society strengthening, and international development, with over 13 years 

in the U.S. government, academia, and the nonprofit sector. Prior to joining CSIS, Ms. Green was senior 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.mentalacrobatics.com&d=CwMFaQ&c=lTFYvTKl9NjBtWucofDMxg&r=27F9P7aIOPySqrEZQu8HcA&m=qZhi9bxIBOp4ijEOczhcdJsNEmL_v1ClxR683X2y534&s=KQ63sFkeE_sATjlws6G6-LJKNdGggQFomEdsUkP_ZlI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.mentalacrobatics.com&d=CwMFaQ&c=lTFYvTKl9NjBtWucofDMxg&r=27F9P7aIOPySqrEZQu8HcA&m=qZhi9bxIBOp4ijEOczhcdJsNEmL_v1ClxR683X2y534&s=KQ63sFkeE_sATjlws6G6-LJKNdGggQFomEdsUkP_ZlI&e=


director for global engagement on the National Security Council staff. In that role, she developed and 

coordinated policies and initiatives to deepen and broaden U.S. engagement with critical populations 

overseas, including spearheading the president’s Stand with Civil Society Agenda and young leader 

initiatives in sub-Saharan Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Western Hemisphere. She was also involved in 

the White House Summit on Countering Violent Extremism and in efforts to discredit and delegitimize 

ISIL and counter its propaganda. From 2008 to 2013, Ms. Green worked at the Center of Excellence on 

Democracy, Human Rights, and Governance at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), 

where she led the development of policies, strategies, and programs to advance political reform and 

human rights in the Middle East and North Africa. She contributed to USAID’s response to the Arab 

Spring, initiating new programs to support civil society and enhance the transparency and credibility of 

elections and other political processes across the region. 

 

In 2009, Ms. Green joined the interagency elections team in Afghanistan, where she coordinated the 

international election observation effort and put measures in place to enhance women’s participation. 

From 2004 to 2008, she served in USAID’s Asia and Near East Bureau, where she was responsible for 

managing strategic planning, performance reporting, and budget formulation processes and pioneering 

new development approaches in fragile, conflict, and post-conflict environments. Prior to joining the 

government, she worked at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in the Environmental 

Change and Security Project and for nongovernmental organizations combating HIV/AIDS in sub-

Saharan Africa. Ms. Green received her B.A. in political science and history from the University of 

Georgia and her M.A. in international peace and conflict resolution from American University. 

 

The Power of Policy Reform: Food Security & the Private Sector 

 

Beth Dunford, Assistant Administrator, Bureau for Food Security, USAID; Deputy Coordinator 

for Development, Feed the Future 

Beth Dunford is the Assistant to the Administrator in the U.S. Agency for International Development’s 

(USAID’s) Bureau for Food Security, as well as the Deputy Coordinator for Development for Feed the 

Future, the U.S. Government’s global hunger and food security initiative. In this dual role, she 

coordinates implementation of Feed the Future across the U.S. Government, oversees its execution, 

reports on results, and leads engagement with the external community to ensure that food security remains 

high on the development agenda. She also oversees USAID’s technical and regional expertise focused on 

improving food security to sustainably reduce hunger, poverty and undernutrition. 

 

A career Foreign Service Officer, Dr. Dunford most recently served as Director of USAID’s Mission in 

Nepal, overseeing the country’s massive earthquake recovery and reconstruction effort. Dr. Dunford has 

also served in Ethiopia and Afghanistan where she directed agriculture, resilience and emergency food 

assistance programs, as well as in a number of roles in Washington, D.C., including Deputy Assistant to 

the Administrator in the Bureau for Food Security and Senior Development Advisor to the Secretary of 

State’s Special Representative to Afghanistan and Pakistan. Dr. Dunford earned her bachelor’s degree 

from Northwestern University and her Ph.D. in Sociology from Michigan State University. 

 

Agnes Kalibata, President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa 
As President of AGRA, Dr. Kalibata leads the organization’s efforts with public and private partners to 

ensure a food secure and prosperous Africa through rapid, sustainable agricultural growth, improving the 

productivity and livelihoods of millions of smallholder farmers. 

 

Prior to joining AGRA in September 2014, Dr. Kalibata was Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture and 

Animal Resources (MINAGRI). In this role, she was widely considered to be one of the most successful 

Agriculture Ministers in sub-Saharan Africa. Dr. Kalibata has held several other leadership positions, 

including Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Agriculture and Deputy Vice Chancellor of University of 



Rwanda. She also worked for the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture in Uganda, and various 

other agricultural development organizations.   

 

Dr. Kalibata sits on various boards including the International Fertilizer Development Corporation 

(IFDC), Institute of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, the Strategic Advisory Council of the 

International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the Sustainable Trade Initiative (IDH). Dr. 

Kalibata has a distinguished track record as an agricultural scientist, policy maker and thought leader. She 

holds a doctorate in entomology from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.  

 

Nate Kline, Director of the Feed the Future Enabling Environments for Food Security, Fintrac, Inc. 

Nate Kline is an attorney and a project director at Fintrac where he provides policy and enabling 

environment reform advisory services globally. Over his 15 years of experience in law and development, 

Mr. Kline has been the director or Chief of Party of three global enabling environment reform 

mechanisms that have analyzed or supported reform programs across 45 countries. Mr. Kline currently 

leads the Feed the Future Enabling Environment for Food Security project, a global support mechanism 

managed by the Office of Market and Partnership Innovation within the USAID Bureau for Food 

Security. This mechanism offers analysis, reform strategy support, and knowledge management services 

to encourage sustainable impact in food security outcomes. At Fintrac, Mr. Kline previously led the 

USAID Enabling Agricultural Trade project, a global support mechanism among whose assignments 

included the design and pilot-testing of the Agribusiness Regulations and Institutions (AGRI) index. 

 

Previously, Mr. Kline was acting director of the USAID Business Climate Legal and Institutional Reform 

(BizCLIR) project, and was the project manager of the USAID/Tanzania Feed the Future SERA 

(agricultural policy) project. He supported a regional commercial and trade law and institutional capacity 

analysis on behalf of USAID in the lead up to the CAFTA-DR treaty.  Mr. Kline has personally led 

enabling environment reform teams in 15 countries across Africa, the Middle East, Southeast Asia, 

Oceania, Central America, and Southeast Europe.  

 

Pat Sheikh, Agribusiness Director, Corporate Council on Africa 
Patricia Sheikh is an agricultural trade and development expert and is currently the Agribusiness Director 

at the Corporate Council on Africa. In this role, she is responsible for promoting agribusiness and 

investment between the United States and nations of Africa for their member companies. Ms. Sheikh has 

also served as Deputy Administrator, the Office of Capacity Building and Development, Foreign 

Agricultural Service. As Deputy Administrator, Ms. Sheikh was in charge of the overall leadership of 

USDA’s trade and development objectives and programs and oversaw all activities regarding the 

implementation of food assistance, trade capacity building, and agricultural development programs.  

 

Through her leadership, Ms. Sheikh helped developing countries around the world improve their 

agricultural systems thereby improving their standard of living and their ability to engage in two-way 

trade. Prior to her work as Deputy Administrator of the Office of Capacity Building and Development, 

Ms. Sheikh was the Deputy Administrator of International Trade Policy, the World Cotton Coordinator, 

and a Trade Analyst at the Office of Foreign Economic Policy. 

 

Ms. Sheikh holds a B.A. in History and Political Science from Notre Dame of Maryland University and 

an M.A. in International Relations from the John Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in 

Washington, D.C. She is a former member of the General Administration Board at the USDA Graduate 

School and served as an Advisory Board Member for the Department of Agriculture and Environmental 

Sciences at Tuskegee University. She currently serves on the Advisory Board of the German Marshall 

Fund and Leadership Africa. Ms. Sheikh joined the Roots of Peace Board of Directors in October 2014. 

 



Kimberly Flowers, Director, Global Food Security Project, Center for Strategic and International 

Studies 
Kimberly Flowers is director of the CSIS Global Food Security Project, which examines and highlights 

the impact of food security on U.S. strategic global interests. The project evaluates current efforts and 

provides long-term, strategic guidance to policymakers to ensure that U.S. foreign assistance programs 

are efficient, effective, and sustainable. Prior to joining CSIS in 2015, Ms. Flowers was the 

communications director for Fintrac, an international development company focusing on hunger 

eradication and poverty alleviation through agricultural solutions. From 2005 to 2011, she worked for the 

U.S. Agency for International Development, serving overseas as a development, outreach, and 

communications officer in Ethiopia and Jamaica, supporting public affairs in Haiti directly after the 2010 

earthquake, and leading strategic communications for the U.S. government’s global hunger and nutrition 

initiative, Feed the Future. Ms. Flowers began her international development career in 1999 as a Peace 

Corps volunteer in Bulgaria, where she founded a young women’s leadership camp that continues today. 

She is a magna cum laude graduate of William Jewell College, studied at Oxford University, and is an 

alumna of the Pryor Center for Leadership Development. 

 

Congressional Perspectives on the Future of Development 

 

Michael Miller, Partner, Kyle House Group 

Michael W. Miller joined Kyle House Group in 2014 with more than two decades of senior-level 

experience in government, private sector consulting, international organizations, non-profits, and 

academia.  He brings a deep, first-hand understanding of how government policy is made and how it 

affects clients’ missions, markets, and outcomes domestically and internationally. Prior to joining KHG, 

Mr. Miller served as Republican Policy Director for the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations for 

Senator Bob Corker.  This was his second time serving on Capitol Hill: from 1995 to 2001, Mr. Miller 

was Senator Bill Frist’s senior legislative aide for foreign affairs, where he managed the Senator's work 

on the Foreign Relations Committee and directed the Subcommittee on African Affairs. 

 

Before returning to Capitol Hill, Mr. Miller founded and led a Washington, DC- and Research Triangle, 

NC-based consulting firm that served a range of U.S. and international clients on government policy, 

global health and development, international regulation, and international organizations. Since 2010, Mr. 

Miller has served an Adjunct Associate Professor of Global Health at Duke University. From 2001 to 

2009, Mr. Miller served in several key policy positions in the Executive Branch and the White House.  As 

a Senior Advisor in the office of the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services, he advised the 

Secretary on global health policy, health diplomacy, and international regulatory issues, and was part of 

the team that led the establishment of a permanent U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) presence in 

China.  As Deputy Assistant Administrator for Global Health at the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID), Mr. Miller oversaw over one billion dollars of infectious disease and child 

survival programs worldwide, including the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Mr. 

Miller also led the design, development, and launch of the President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI), which is 

recognized globally for its leadership, effectiveness, and accountability. 

 

Mr. Miller began his Executive Branch experience in the White House as Director for Africa on the 

National Security Council. While at the NSC, he also served as an advisor to the President’s Special 

Envoy for Sudan and as a member of his delegation.  During his service in the Executive Branch, Mr. 

Miller testified as a lead Administration witness before both the House and the Senate. Mr. Miller has 

held positions in several international health organizations, including serving as an alternate U.S. Board 

Member of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria; as a Member of U.S. delegation to 

the World Health Assembly, the governing body of the World Health Organization; and as the U.S. Board 

Member of the Roll Back Malaria partnership. 

 



Mr. Miller began his career with the International Republican Institute (IRI) as a democracy and 

governance advisor in Africa, traveling and working extensively across the continent. He received his 

bachelor’s degree with honors in geography from the University of Tennessee, and his master’s degree in 

political geography from the University of South Carolina. He and his wife, Martha, have two children. 

 

Les Munson, Vice President, International, BGR Group 
Lester Munson joined BGR as Vice President, International in November 2015 after a 26 year career on 

Capitol Hill and in the Executive Branch. He most recently served as the Staff Director for Chairman Bob 

Corker of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, where he led policy, oversight, legislative and 

communications efforts for a staff of 25 and negotiated committee priorities with the White House, the 

State Department and Congressional leadership. In the past two and a half years, the committee has 

passed into law several bills regarding U.S. policy toward Ukraine and Russia, including major sanctions 

legislation, has engaged in efforts to fundamentally reform, reauthorize, or modify key foreign assistance 

programs, including food aid, PEPFAR, arms transfers, and has taken up legislation on the most 

important foreign policy and national security issues of the day, including the negotiations over the 

Iranian nuclear program, authorizations for the use of military force, and various international treaties and 

agreements. Previously, Mr. Munson was Chief of Staff in Senator Mark Kirk’s (R-Ill.), Washington, DC 

office. During Mr. Munson’s tenure, Senator Kirk became the leading Republican voice in the Senate on 

Iran and other national security issues. Senator Kirk won one of the most-closely watched Senate races in 

the country to fill the seat previously occupied by President Obama. During that campaign, Mr. Munson 

took a leave of absence to oversee all campaign spending and hiring and was a key member of the 

campaign’s communications and management teams. Mr. Munson previously served as then-

Congressman Kirk’s top Washington aide in the U.S. House of Representatives for nearly four years.  

 

During the Bush Administration, Mr. Munson was a Deputy Assistant Administrator at the U.S. Agency 

for International Development, where he focused on legislative affairs as well as global health issues. He 

led legislative efforts to develop and implement the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 

(PEPFAR) and won an award for his contribution to the creation of the President’s Malaria Initiative.  

 

Prior to serving in the Bush Administration, Mr. Munson was a senior-level foreign affairs staff member 

on the key foreign policy committees in both the House and Senate. At the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee, Mr. Munson was the Republican Communications Director and oversaw foreign assistance 

oversight and legislation. At the House International Relations Committee, he was the Communications 

Director and Professional Staff Member for Asia-Pacific issues as well as African affairs. Mr. Munson is 

a 1989 graduate of the University of Chicago and holds a Master’s degree from St. John’s College in 

Annapolis. 

 

Diana Ohlbaum, Senior Associate, Project on Prosperity and Development, Center for Strategic 

and International Studies 
Diana L. Ohlbaum is a senior associate with the CSIS Project on Prosperity and Development. With over 

25 years of experience overseeing U.S. foreign assistance programs, primarily on Capitol Hill, she also 

heads an independent consulting firm, DLO Global LLC, which provides legislative and political strategy 

for sustainable human security. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. Ohlbaum served as a senior professional staff 

member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, under the leadership of Howard L. Berman (D-CA). In 

that position, she coordinated the effort to rewrite and reform the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, 

culminating in the introduction of the Global Partnerships Act of 2012. Previously, she directed the 

Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on International Economic Policy, where she led successful 

battles against elimination of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and in favor of 

debt relief for poor countries, drafted legislation to streamline the foreign aid system, championed 

expansion of human rights laws, and rewrote statutory guidelines for monitoring and approval of arms 

transfers.  



 

In addition to her legislative background, Dr. Ohlbaum has experience in the executive branch and the 

private sector. From 1999 to 2001, she served as deputy director of USAID's Office of Transition 

Initiatives, a unit designed to advance peace and democracy in conflict-prone countries. She later worked 

as director of public policy for InterAction, an alliance of nongovernmental organizations engaged in 

humanitarian relief and international development, and she ran a successful consulting business with 

corporate, nonprofit, and government clients. Dr. Ohlbaum holds a Ph.D. in political science from Johns 

Hopkins University and a B.A. in Russian studies from Amherst College. 

 

Talia Dubovi, Deputy Director, External Relations, and Director, Congressional Affairs, Center for 

Strategic and International Studies 
Talia Dubovi is deputy director and senior fellow with the Global Health Policy Center at the Center for 

Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). Prior to joining CSIS, she spent six years on Capitol Hill, most 

recently as appropriations associate/counsel for Representative Nita Lowey (D-NY), where she covered a 

wide range of foreign affairs issues and supported the representative in her work as ranking member of 

the Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs. Ms. Dubovi also 

served as counsel to the House Oversight Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs and 

previously worked on human rights and judiciary issues for Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL). Before 

working in Congress, she was an associate at Latham & Watkins LLP and a fellow with Human Rights 

Watch’s Refugee Program. Ms. Dubovi is a member of the Boards of Directors of Humanity In Action 

and the Global Campaign for Education U.S. Chapter. She is also a fellow with the Truman National 

Security Project and a term member of the Council on Foreign Relations. She holds a B.A. from Amherst 

College and a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School. 

 

Breakout Session 2 

 

The Growth of Cities: Fostering Good Governance and Opportunity 

 

Michael Donovan, Senior Specialist, Urban and Housing Development, Inter-American 

Development Bank 

Michael Donovan is Urban and Housing Development Senior Specialist at the Inter-American 

Development Bank (IDB). Mr. Donovan is a researcher and urban planner and is responsible for 

designing, executing and evaluating urban projects in Latin America and the Caribbean. Before working 

at the IDB he was an urban researcher for the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development 

(OECD). He designed foreign assistance strategies for the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) and is an active member of the Council of Foreign Relations (CFR). Mr. Donovan 

holds a Master’s degree from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M.I.T) and a PhD in Urban and 

Regional Planning from University of California, Berkeley. 

 

Fabio Andrés Montoya Isaza, Executive Director, Interactuar 
Fabio Andrés Montoya’s professional goal has been to empower people through technology and 

entrepreneurship. Back in 2006, Mr. Montoya founded “Medellín Digital”, a city program aimed to close 

the digital gap in Medellín, mainly focused in education and entrepreneurship. Some of the main 

achievements were: improvement of schools’ connectivity, moving from nearly dial-up connections to 

dedicated broadband; Medellín moved from 42 children per computer to 10 and nearly half of the public 

schools were open to the community letting them use the computer classroom. In 2009, Mr. Montoya 

founded “Ruta N”, a public private partnership that promotes science, technology and innovation with the 

goal to create new businesses based in knowledge. In addition, Ruta N has a urban development project, 

The Innovation District, impacting 110 Ha, with a social and physical transformation. Today, Mr. 

Montoya is the Executive Director of Interactuar, an NGO that promotes entrepreneurship in the base of 



the pyramid with microfinances and business education; impacting more than 40.000 families every year 

and he is preparing the organization to face the new peace realities of Colombia. 

 

Oscar Moreno, Mayor, Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines 
Oscar Moreno started as a trial attorney at the Philippine National Railways and later became the 

corporate legal counsel of major financial institutions in the country such as the Far East Bank and Trust 

Company, Ayala Investment and Development Corporation, Ayala International Finance Ltd. (Hong 

Kong), Bank of the Philippines Islands, Citibank, Ayala Life Assurance, Inc. and FGU Insurance 

Corporation. He then became Associate Director of the Strategic Planning Group of Ayala Corporation 

and Vice President and Chief Legal Counsel of BPI Capital Corporation. 

 

In 1998, he joined public service and was elected as the Representative of the First District of Misamis 

Oriental. In 2004, he was elected Governor of the Province of Misamis Oriental and re-elected in the 

succeeding elections in 2007 and 2010. The inauguration of Mayor Oscar S. Moreno was held on June 30, 

2013. He graduated salutatorian at the Balingasag Central School and finished secondary education at 

Xavier University. He took up Bachelor of Arts at the University of Manila; finished his Bachelor of 

Laws degree at San Beda College and earned a Silver Medal for Academic Excellence. He took and 

passed the bar exams in 1975. 

 

Robert Pepper, Communications and Society Fellow, Aspen Institute 

Robert Pepper leads Cisco’s Global Technology Policy team working with governments across the world 

in areas such as broadband, IP enabled services, wireless and spectrum policy, security, privacy, Internet 

governance and ICT development. He joined Cisco in July 2005 from the FCC where he served as Chief 

of the Office of Plans and Policy and Chief of Policy Development beginning in 1989 where he focused 

on issues cutting across traditional boundaries and led teams developing broadband policy, implementing 

telecommunications legislation, planning for the transition to digital television, designing and 

implementing the first U.S. spectrum auctions, and developing policies promoting the development of the 

Internet. 

 

Before joining the FCC, he was Director of the Annenberg Washington Program in Communications 

Policy. His government service also included Acting Associate Administrator at the National 

Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) and initiating a program on Computers, 

Communications and Information Policy at the National Science Foundation. 

 

Dr, Pepper’s academic appointments included faculty positions at the Universities of Iowa, Indiana, and 

Pennsylvania, and as a research affiliate at Harvard University. He serves on the board of directors of the 

U.S. Telecommunications Training Institute (USTTI) and advisory boards for Columbia University and 

Michigan State University, and is a Communications Program Fellow at the Aspen Institute. He is a 

member of the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Spectrum Management Advisory Committee, the UK’s 

Ofcom Spectrum Advisory Board and the U.S. Department of State’s Advisory Committee on 

International Communications and Information Policy. Dr. Pepper received his BA. and Ph.D. from the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

 

Sarah Quinlan, Senior Vice President, Market Insights, MasterCard Advisors 
Sarah Quinlan is the Senior Vice President and Group Head of Market Insights for MasterCard Advisors, 

the analytics and insights consulting unit of MasterCard. Providing macro-to-micro economic trends 

related to consumer spending and retail sales, Ms. Quinlan advises executives across industries, including 

retail, banking, capital markets and government agencies. She and her team analyze and predict spending 

patterns, based on the billions of anonymous purchases MasterCard processes every year, to create 

solutions that help clients make better business decisions. 

 



Ms. Quinlan is widely recognized as an expert in her field and appears regularly in the media including 

CNBC, the Associated Press, Fox Business Network, Bloomberg TV, the Times of London, The Daily 

Telegraph, and Women's Wear Daily (WWD). She is also a frequent speaker at prominent industry 

conferences such as the Financo CEO Forum, Milken Institute Global Conference, WWD CEO Summit 

and 100 Women in Hedge Funds. 

 

Prior to joining MasterCard Advisors in 2013, Ms. Quinlan was the Founder and CIO of Katen Capital, a 

global macro hedge fund manager. Previously, she was the Chief Investment Officer and Head of 

Alternatives for Saad Financial Services, S.A. She was also the co-founder and Chief Operating Officer of 

ClienTec, a thin client computer company which was sold in 2000. She began her career at Salomon 

Brothers Inc. in mortgage sales and trading. Ms. Quinlan received her BA and MBA from the University 

of Chicago in Politics, Economics, Rhetoric and Law with Special Honors and in Finance and 

Accounting, respectively. 

 

J. Alexander Thier, Founder and Principal, Triple Helix 
Alex Thier is a leader in strategic planning, development innovation, foreign policy, public-private 

partnership, and change management. As a senior U.S. government official from 2010 to 2015, he led 

internal and external policy-making, reform, and implementation for the U.S. government, representing 

the U.S. government at the highest levels of international engagement on development policy and finance 

and managing a $10 billion+ portfolio of programs. 

 

From 2013 through 2015, he served as USAID’s Chief of Policy, Planning, and Learning, where he drove 

the transformation of USAID’s policy, strategic planning, program design, evaluation and learning 

efforts. He also played a leadership role in the creation of several major US and international initiatives, 

including the Sustainable Development Investment Partnership, the Addis Tax Initiative, the Tokyo 

Mutual Accountability Framework for Afghanistan, the US Global Development Lab, Power Africa, the 

Almaty Consensus on regional economic integration in South and Central Asia, the Global Partnership for 

Effective Development Cooperation, and the first ever U.S.-China agreement on global development 

cooperation. 

 

Mr. Thier led USAID’s efforts to complete new international agreements on Financing for Development 

and the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals for 2030. He also played a strategic role on US policy 

towards Africa, South and Central Asia, and China and on issues including infrastructure, climate, 

democracy and governance, fragile states, public-private partnership, sustainable energy, and ending 

extreme poverty. During a period of intensive reform, Mr. Thier led many change-management efforts 

within the Agency, including an overhaul of global strategic planning, evaluation, and learning. He also 

has extensive experience in large-scale project design, finance, management, and oversight. 

Mr. Thier previously held leadership positions in the United Nations, Stanford University, the US 

Institute of Peace, and several NGOs. He has authored and co-authored books, articles, and op-eds in The 

New York Times, Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Policy, and appeared frequently on international media 

outlets including the BBC, CNN, NPR, and Al Jazeera. 

 

Energy and Development: Powering Our Future 

 

Adi Raval, Senior Vice President, Communications and Public Affairs, Symbion Power 

Adi Raval is the Senior Vice President for Public Affairs and Communications at Symbion Power, an 

energy company headquartered in Washington, DC with power projects located throughout sub-Saharan 

Africa. Before Symbion, Mr. Raval served as the communications director for President Obama's "Power 

Africa" initiative, which aims to help provide electricity to millions of people in sub-Saharan Africa.  

 



Prior to his position with Power Africa, Mr. Raval was a spokesman for USAID focusing on Afghanistan 

in the office of Afghanistan and Pakistan affairs. Before coming to USAID, he worked for the State 

Department in southern Afghanistan as a public diplomacy officer. Mr. Raval was also a journalist for 12 

years with the BBC and ABC News. At the BBC, he covered the White House and national security 

issues and was posted in Lebanon in 2006. In 2007, he was based in Iraq for the BBC.  

 

Earlier in his career, Mr. Raval worked at ABC News where he served as the State Department producer 

and was stationed in Iraq. Mr. Raval graduated from Middlebury College with a degree in Political 

Science. He also has a Master's Degree in International Public Policy from the Johns Hopkins University 

School of Advanced International Studies with an affiliation in energy, resources and the environment. He 

is also a term member of the Council on Foreign Relations and was part of the Center for a New 

American Security's Next Generation National Security Leaders program. 

 

 

 

Beth Tritter, Vice President, Department of Policy and Evaluation, Millennium Challenge 

Corporation 
Beth Tritter is an advocacy, government relations and global development policy professional with more 

than 15 years of experience on Capitol Hill and in the private sector. As the Millennium Challenge 

Corporation’s Vice President for the Department of Policy and Evaluation (DPE), Ms. Tritter is 

responsible for directing MCC’s policy development, economic analysis, program evaluation and 

learning, and Threshold Program. In this capacity, she leads MCC in managing the annual country 

eligibility process; promotes policy improvement in partner countries through MCC’s operations; 

oversees the technical economic analysis and rigorous evaluation processes that underpin MCC’s 

engagement with partner countries; and advances learning and sharing of best practices internally, among 

U.S. Government agencies, and internationally. 

 

Prior to joining MCC, Ms. Tritter served as a Managing Director at The Glover Park Group in the 

company’s International Affairs practice.  She built an industry-leading portfolio of clients—including 

multinational corporations, non-profit organizations, advocacy coalitions, and major foundations—with a 

specific interest in global development, advising them on policy development, partnerships, legislative 

strategy, advocacy campaign planning and outreach, and messaging.  

 

Ms. Tritter joined GPG after nearly a decade on Capitol Hill, serving as legislative director for 

Congresswoman Nita Lowey of New York. As Lowey’s lead representative in negotiating the annual 

foreign aid bill, she helped to shape policy and conducted oversight over programs at USAID and the 

Departments of State and Treasury, with a particular focus on global health, poverty-focused development 

assistance, and the establishment of major initiatives and institutions such as the President’s Emergency 

Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and MCC. Ms. Tritter received Bachelor's and Master's Degrees from 

the University of Pennsylvania in Modern Middle Eastern Studies, and studied at the American 

University in Cairo, Egypt. She lives in Washington, D.C. with her husband and four children. 

 

Pamela Farrell Venzke, Managing Director, Global Government Affairs & Policy, GE Power, 

General Electric Company  

Pamela Farrell Venzke is the managing director of global government affairs and policy for GE Power.  

In this role, she serves on the staff of the CEO of GE Power, providing policy counsel to the operating 

team globally.  She manages a team of government affairs professionals that support the $30 billion 

power generation and water technology company.  GE Power is headquartered in Schenectady, New 

York.  The business has grown from its heritage gas turbine business to include steam, nuclear, 

distributed power, and water processing technologies.  Ms. Venzke joined GE in March 2001 as the 

government relations leader for GE Global Research.   



 

Prior to joining GE, Ms. Venzke served for six years on the U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Services.  

On the committee, Ms. Venzke had responsibility for the oversight of the defense science and technology 

portfolio and served as lead staff for the Emerging Threats & Capabilities Subcommittee.  She has a 

bachelors’ degree in Philosophy from the College of Charleston, Charleston, SC, and an MBA from the 

American University in Washington, DC. 

 

Tracey Webb, Vice President, Structured Finance and Insurance, Overseas Private Investment 

Corporation 
Tracey Webb was named Vice President for Structured Finance and Insurance (SFI) at OPIC in March 

2016. Ms. Webb oversees the SFI department, which is focused on providing both financing and 

insurance solutions for long-term investments that strengthen OPIC contributions to international 

development, in sectors such as power, infrastructure, and inclusive financial services. 

 

Ms. Webb brings nearly three decades of private and public sector finance experience to the position, 

including over 20 years of experience at OPIC, most recently as a Managing Director of Structured 

Finance. Prior to OPIC, she worked to support domestic and global transactions at Peat, Marwick & 

Mitchell, Union Bank of California, and Bank of Austria. During her tenure at OPIC, Ms. Webb has been 

responsible for over $4 billion in new financing within the agency’s portfolio. 

 

Ms. Webb earned her M.B.A. from the University of Notre Dame and a B.A. from Indiana University. 

 

Ethan Zindler, Head of Americas and Head of Policy, Bloomberg New Energy Finance 

Ethan Zindler is head of policy analysis at Bloomberg New Energy Finance (BNEF), the world’s leading 

provider of data, research, and news on the clean and low-carbon energy sector. He is charged with 

managing and expanding BNEF’s coverage of key policy developments around the globe impacting 

renewables, biofuels, and energy efficiency. He oversees BNEF research in the Americas. From 2006 to 

May 2010, Mr. Zindler served as BNEF’s head of North American research. In that role, he set the firm’s 

research agenda for the United States, Canada, and Mexico, while overseeing a regional team of analysts, 

researchers, and news writers. 

 

Based in Washington, his particular area of expertise is U.S. clean energy policy, and he has written 

extensively on the Obama administration’s moves on key regulations, as well as on legislation before 

Congress. Mr. Zindler serves as BNEF’s main spokesperson in North America and has been quoted 

extensively in the media, including in the Wall Street Journal, the Associated Press, Fortune, and 

elsewhere. He has spoken at numerous conferences including those organized by the United Nations, 

National Governors Association, Platts, and others. He has testified on clean energy issues before the 

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, as well as the U.S.-China Economic and Security 

Review Commission. Mr. Zindler previously served in the White House Office of National Service. He 

worked at MTV, producing the channel’s news coverage of the 2000 presidential campaign for the online 

audience. He has covered two World Cup soccer tournaments as a freelance reporter, and he spent two 

years reporting on the controversy surrounding the proposed Cape Wind offshore wind farm. Mr. Zindler 

holds an M.B.A. from Columbia Business School and a B.A. from Georgetown University. 

 

Sarah Ladislaw, Director and Senior Fellow, Energy and National Security Program, Center for 

Strategic and International Studies 
As director of the Energy and National Security Program, Sarah Ladislaw leads CSIS’s work in energy 

policy, market, and technology analysis. Ms. Ladislaw is an expert in U.S. energy policy, global oil and 

natural gas markets, and climate change. She has authored numerous publications on the geopolitics of 

energy, energy security and climate change, low-carbon pathways, and a wide variety of issues on U.S. 

energy policy, regulation, and market dynamics. Her regional energy work includes publications on 



Chinese, European, African, and Western Hemisphere energy issues. She has spearheaded new work at 

CSIS on climate change, the electricity sector, and energy technology development. 

 

Ms. Ladislaw formerly worked in Office of the Americas in the Department of Energy’s Office of Policy 

and International Affairs, where she covered a range of economic, political, and energy issues in North 

America, the Andean region, and Brazil. While at the department, she also worked on comparative 

investment frameworks and trade issues, as well as biofuels development and use both in the Western 

Hemisphere and around the world. She also spent a short period of time working Statoil as their senior 

director for international affairs in the Washington office. Ms. Ladislaw is frequently invited to speak at 

public conferences, advise companies and policymakers, and testify before congress. She is a member of 

the National Renewable Energy Laboratory’s Strategic Analysis Technical Review Panel, the Strategic 

Advisory Council for Georgia Tech’s Strategic Energy Initiative, and a term member of the Council on 

Foreign Relations. She has taught graduate courses on energy security as an adjunct professor at the 

George Washington University and is a frequent guest lecturer at other universities. She also comments 

frequently in print, radio and television media outlets. Ms. Ladislaw received her bachelor’s degree in 

international affairs/East Asian studies and Japanese from the George Washington University and her 

master’s degree in international affairs/international security from the George Washington University as 

part of the Presidential Administrative Fellows Program. 

 

Governance and Growth in Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

Jennifer Cooke, Director, Africa Program, the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
Jennifer Cooke is director of the CSIS Africa Program, which she joined in 2000. The program provides 

balanced and forward-looking analysis of political and economic dynamics within African states to better 

inform U.S. policy choices. Ms. Cooke covers a broad range of U.S.-Africa policy issues, including 

security engagement, health assistance, conflict diplomacy, and support for good governance. She 

currently leads the CSIS Nigeria Election Forum, a two-year project that examines the major challenges 

associated with Nigeria’s 2015 elections, and a study analyzing the intersection of religion and politics in 

Africa. With Africa Program senior associate David Goldwyn and Energy and National Security Program 

director Sarah Ladislaw, she also co-chairs a CSIS project on Africa’s new oil and gas producers and the 

implications of the continent’s changing energy landscape for U.S. Africa policy. 

 

Ms. Cooke has authored numerous CSIS reports, including most recently Africa at a Crossroads: 

Overcoming Obstacles to Sustained Growth and Economic Transformation (May 2014) and Launching a 

New Chapter in U.S.-Africa Relations: Deepening the Business Relationship (February 2014). With J. 

Stephen Morrison, she is coeditor of U.S. Africa Policy beyond the Bush Years(CSIS, 2009) and Africa 

Policy in the Clinton Years (CSIS, 2001). She is a frequent public speaker and commentator in print, on 

radio, and on television, and she has testified before Congress on Boko Haram in Nigeria, the political 

crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, and the African Union. Prior to CSIS, she worked at the National Academy of 

Sciences in the Office of Human Rights and the Office of News and Public Information and at the U.S. 

Congress on the House Subcommittee on Africa. She has lived in Côte d’Ivoire and the Central African 

Republic. 

 

Melissa Johns, Advisor, Global Indicators Group, World Bank Group 
Melissa Johns is an Advisor in the World Bank Group’s Development Economics, Global Indicators 

Group.  She serves on the management team overseeing the production of global analytical products 

focused on the business environment (including Doing Business; Enterprise Surveys; Women, Business 

and the Law and the Migration and Remittances Database) and leads the creation of new datasets focusing 

on regulatory transparency and quality.  This work contributes timely, objective and comparable data on 

the business environment to policymaking and research around the world. 

 



Before joining the Global Indicators Group, Ms. Johns led investment climate advisory projects in more 

than 10 countries and managed a team with operational engagements spanning 40 countries and 5 regions. 

Ms. Johns holds a Juris Doctorate from Stanford University and a Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy 

Studies from Duke University. Before joining the World Bank she practiced law with international law 

firm Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton. 

 

Matt Essieh, President, Chief Executive Officer, EAI Information Systems 
Matt Essieh is the President and CEO of EAI Information Systems. Since founding EAI in 1989, Mr. 

Essieh has worked with global financial institutions, applying leadership in strategy and services in the 

area of technology management. EAI’s reputation for excellence in its products and services is a direct 

result of Mr. Essieh’s personal commitment to the values of honesty, leadership, integrity and 

responsiveness to customers. 

 

Mr. Essieh’s career in banking and technology spans over 20 years. Prior to EAI he was the Chief 

Financial Officer of Westmark, a financial services firm catering to national and community banks. Prior 

to Westmark, he was the Assistant Controller at Washington Federal Savings Bank responsible for Retail 

Investment technology and Cash Management. 

 

He is active in leadership roles in a number of industry and public service organizations, and has been a 

speaker and writer on banking technology. He is a founding board member of a community bank in 

Oregon, a former board chair of The World Affairs Council of Oregon, a member of the Corporate 

Council on Africa and current board member of the Portland Opera. Mr. Essieh holds a BA and MBA 

from Southern Oregon University. 

 

Steven Radelet, Donald F. McHenry Chair in Global Human Development Director and Professor 

in the Practice, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University 
Professor Radelet is the Donald F. McHenry Chair in Global Human Development and Director of the 

Global Human Development Program.  His work focuses on economic growth, poverty reduction, foreign 

aid, and debt, primarily in Africa and Asia. Dr. Radelet has extensive experience as a policy maker in the 

U.S. Government; as an adviser to developing country leaders; and as a researcher, teacher and writer. He 

previously served as Chief Economist for USAID, Senior Adviser for Development to Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton, and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Africa, the Middle East and Asia. He 

currently serves as an economic adviser to the Presidents of Liberia and Malawi. He spent four years as 

an adviser to the Ministry of Finance in Jakarta, Indonesia, and two years as adviser in the Ministry of 

Finance in The Gambia. He was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Western Samoa. From 2002 to 2009, Dr. 

Radelet was Senior Fellow at the Center for Global Development. From 1990 to 2000, he was on the 

faculty of Harvard University, where he was a Fellow at the Harvard Institute for International 

Development (HIID) and a Lecturer on Economics and Public Policy. He holds a PhD in public policy 

from Harvard University. 

 

Combating Infectious Disease: The Unfolding Threat of Zika 

 

Daniel Dulitzky, Manager, Health, Nutrition, and Population, Latin America and Caribbean 

Region, World Bank 

Daniel Dulitzky is a Practice Manager for Health, Nutrition and Population Global Practice. He had 

managed the health portfolio in Europe and Central Asia (ECA) for four years before joining the Latin 

America team. Prior to becoming the Practice Manager he was Country Sector Coordinator for Human 

Development in Western Balkans and Lead Economist in ECA. Before joining the World Bank, Dr. 

Dulitzky was an associate at the Urban Institute, working on social security and pensions. A native of 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, Dr. Dutlitzky received his Ph.D. in Economics from the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology. 



 

Marcos Espinal, Director, Communicable Diseases and Health Analysis, Pan-American Health 

Organization 

Dr. Marcos Espinal is Director of the Department of Communicable Diseases and Health Analysis at the 

WHO's Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in Washington, D.C. He was previously executive 

secretary of the WHO's Stop TB program and earlier held positions in the Dominican Republic's Ministry 

of Health. Dr. Espinal trained as a pediatrician in the Dominican Republic and, starting in 1989, pursued 

his master's and doctoral degrees at the University of California, Berkeley with support from Fogarty's 

flagship AIDS research and training program. He has published more than 100 papers about 

communicable diseases. 

 

Patrick Kachur, Medical Officer for the Malaria branch, Division of Parasitic Diseases and 

Malaria, Center for Global Health, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

S. Patrick Kachur, MD, MPH, FACPM, FASTMH is a medical epidemiologist and chief of CDC's 

Malaria Branch.  He recently served as Acting/ Interim Principal Deputy Director at CDC's Center for 

Global Health where he coordinated the agency's efforts in the global response to Zika virus.  He trained 

at Kent State University, Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine, the University of Ilorin 

(Nigeria), Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital, Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, and 

Johns Hopkins University.  Since 1995 he has conducted field research and provided technical assistance 

to malaria control programs in Africa and around the world.  From 2002 through 2006 he was based in 

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania coordinating collaborative research projects with the Ifakara Health Institute, 

providing technical advice to the ministries of health for mainland Tanzania and Zanzibar, and helping to 

establish the US President's Malaria Initiative there. 

 

He is a frequent consultant on behalf of the World Health Organization and serves on multiple global 

evidence review and technical expert groups, as well as serving as co-chair of the Roll Back Malaria 

Partnership's Case Management Working Group.  He has contributed to advanced training of dozens of 

public health scientists and authored more than 150 peer-reviewed publications and has received multiple 

awards from the US Public Health Service, where he is a commissioned officer.  Patrick was born and 

raised on Northeast Ohio's Mosquito Lake. 

 

Amy Pope, Deputy Homeland Security Adviser and Deputy National Security Adviser, National 

Security Council, The White House 

Amy Pope is the Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Homeland Security Advisor on the 

National Security Council staff of the White House. Ms. Pope also serves as the White House Ebola 

Response Coordinator, where she manages the President’s “whole of government” effort to combat Ebola 

in West Africa and protect the American people from the threat of Ebola here in the United States. Prior 

to this position, Ms. Pope was the Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director of the 

Transborder Security Directorate. 

 

Before joining the National Security Council staff, Ms. Pope worked in several positions at the U.S. 

Department of Justice including as Deputy Chief of Staff & Counselor to the Assistant Attorney General 

of the Criminal Division, as Counsel in the Criminal Division’s Office of Policy and Legislation, and as a 

federal prosecutor in the Civil Rights Division. Ms. Pope has served twice as Senate staff: first, as 

Counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology, and Homeland 

Security and later, detailed as counsel to the office of Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, where she 

served as the liaison between Senate leadership and the Senate Judiciary Committee. Ms. Pope is a 

graduate of Haverford College and a magna cum laude graduate of Duke University School of Law. She 

clerked for the Honorable Kim McLane Wardlaw of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 

 



Stephen Morrison, Senior Vice President and Director, Global Health Policy Center, the Center for 

Strategic and International Studies 
J. Stephen Morrison is senior vice president at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

and director of its Global Health Policy Center. Dr. Morrison writes widely, has directed several high-

level commissions, and is a frequent commentator on U.S. foreign policy, global health, Africa, and 

foreign assistance. 

 

Dr. Morrison served in the Clinton administration, as committee staff in the House of Representatives, 

and taught for 12 years at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. He holds a Ph.D. 

in political science from the University of Wisconsin and is a magna cum laude graduate of Yale College. 

 


