THE CENTER FOR STRATIGIC AND
INTERNATION AL STUDIES

STATESMEN' SFORUM WITH
HIS EXCELLENCY HARIS SILAJDZIC,
PRESIDENT OF BOSNIA AND HERZGOVINIA

INTRODUCTION::
JOHN HAM RE,
CSISPRESIDENT AND CEO

MODERATOR:
JANUSZ BUGAJSKI,
CSISNEW EUROPEAN DEMOCRACIES PROJECT DIRECTOR

THURSDAY, MAY 24,2007
11:00 A.M. -- NOON

Transcript by:
Federal News Service
Washington, D.C.



JOHN HAMRE: Ladiesandgentlemenwelcone. I'm ddightedthatyou’re
here,andI’'m very pleasedo welcomePresidat Silajdz¢ backto CSIS. Ironically, the
lasttime thathewaswith ushereat CSIS,| wasnt here,but Januszwas,sohe
remembersit vividly. 1t was12 yearsago. It wasbeforethe DaytonAccordshadbeen
setled, andit wassadlytwo weeksbeforeSrebenca. And whenyou think of the sorow
andthetragedytha accompaniethos days,it's a point of remembrancefor me— for all
of us. | wasoveratthe DefenseDepartmentatthetime andit was quite adramaticand
traumatictime. Soto comebacknow — | mean-in onesense we're fortunae thatthose
very,very ugdy anddifficult daysarebehindus,butthedaysarenotentirely behind us,
and | think that'swhatwe’re goingto — we havethe benefit of the presidet to speakto
ustoday.

Whenl firstwentoverto DOD, afriend of mineoncetook methrougha mental
exercise. And hesaid,imagineyou havefour inboxeson your desk. Oneinboxis for
urgert andimportart. Oneis for nonurgentandimportant. Oneis for urgentbut not
important. And oneis for noturgentandnotimportant. He saidwhich of thosefour
should youfirstgoto everymorning?

And of courseyourinstinctis, well, you goto theboxthat is urgentand
important. And hesaid,no. He said,thatis abig mistake He sad, you alwaysgo to a
box thatis importantbut nor urgent,necaus¢henyou have timeto work on the problem.

| think thats whatwe’re hereto talk abouttoday,the coninuing evolution—
political, socialevolutionin the Balkans,andthe political structurein Bosni-
Herzegvinaisimportant. Fortunately, it's noturgent andnow we have timeto work on
this. And | think, Presdent,thatsummarzeswhy you have come to Washngtonand
why you aretalking to us. We are—for being sucha sophistiated country— big,
powerful, sophisicatedcountry— we really can’t kegp morethanoneideain our heal at
atime. And right now, everythingis Irag. And so,if youdon’t cometo Washirgton,we
don’t think abouttheseproblems. Soyou aredoing usa favorto hdp usthink abouta
veryimportantproblemat atime whenwe havea chanceto do something aboutit.

So I'm pleasedyou gaveusachance.Obviously,therearemanypeopk thatwant
to hearyoutoday,President. Thankyou for coming,andlet me turnto you nowto share
your thoughtswith everyone.Thankyou, sir.

H.E.HARIS SILAIJDZIC: Thankyou, Mr. Hamre. Okay, it is my pleasureand
honorto behereagain. Thankyou all for coming. | amdelightedto seeso manyfriends
from here,and, of course, Janusavho remanbersour lastmeeing here. And thankyou
again,Mr. Hamre,for all thoseboxes. Fourboxes,did you say? Wha doyoudoif you
havefour boxes?1 haveapropcsal. Callin sick. (Laughter.) That's the bestthingto do.



| intendhereto bring— my purposds actually to revitalize theissueof Bosniain
Washngton, geneally, andwith you heretoday,becaiseit is an issuethatis deemeda
finishedjob. It hasbeendonein mary ways. But thereare still thingstha make uspay
attentionto thisissue. And | amtrying notto be sosubjective, beause of course] come
from Bosia. Butit is anissuethat couldstill —let mefind theword — couldstill beof a
concernto theinternationakcommunity.

| intendto give you a brief onthe backgoundfor thosewho have notfoll owed
the caz of Bosniasointensly, andthen,to talk aboutdifferent concgtsherethatwe
havenoin Bosnia. Therearedifferentconceps of whereBosnia shout go. And then,
justafew senteresaboutthe possble repercussionsf we do not payattention to
Bosna, if we do not solvethe Bosnianquestions.

So asyou know, Bosnia andHerzegovinavasthevictim of theregimein
Belgradeat thattime— Croatia,too. And there wasa planto expandSerbiaat the
expenseof the neighboringstates. Sol believethatthe causeof the problan therewasan
expansionisidea, theaspirationdowardsour lands. And thisis notanewidea. Thisis
my view.

Now, therewaswhatsomepeopleevencalled conflict or war. | bdieve tha to be
aggressioraganstmy country. Andit lasiedfrom '92 to '95. Within thatperiod,we had
war crimes,crimesagainsthumanity,andfinally, theworstof al crimes,genoddein
Bosna-Herzegovinanow official. And | will latertry to expandalittle bit onthat
subject.

Generally,BosniaHerzegovinavasandstill hopefuly is to someextenta
multicultural socety to which it wasnaturalfor the citizensof Bosna-Herzegovinaof
differentculturesandreligionsto live togethe. It wasnottolerance becausewe did not
tolerateeachother;we lived together. Unfortunaely, thatwas brokenby a regimethat
hadits own goalsandsomepeoplewerein theway of thatregime. Sothey,
unfortunaely, killed peqle or expelledthem from theirhomes. And thats why we have
todayin the United Statesover300,000peopleof Bosnia— Bosnanswho camehereto
escapedeathor concentationcamps In Canada,l think probablyabout100,000; am
not sure. Thosearethefortunateones. The unfortunde ones are now dead.

In 1995, upontheinitiative of theinternationalcommunity — mainly the United
Statesgovernnent— therewasa peaceagreenent. We hadnegotiationsheldat Dayton,
Ohio, andwe reachedhnagreement.This agreenentwasnatrally not perfed, of course.
But it wasa successfuagreemen becausehekilling stoppel; theopeationsalso. So
we finally hadpeacdn Bosia, thatwasthe mostimportant thing. Of coursethe peace
agreement- generallycalledthe DaytonAgreament— was criticizedfor being
contradictoryfor beinglegally very questonableandsoon. But it wasanagrementthat
brought peaceo Bosnia,andthisis themostimportantthing. | wasthere, andl would
do thatagainunderthe samecircumgances| would acceptthe DaytonPeae Agreement.



Now, theexecutionof the peaceagreemenon the groundis a differentthing, and
| think thattheinternationatommunityfoll owedtheline of leastresistane there — the
philosophyof conainment— andwe passedan opportunity to realy do samething for
Bosnia throudh the DaytonAgreement.We arenow wherewe are It hasbeen yearsand
years. Thereis progessin Bosia; thereis no doubtaboutit. Couldbeworse;butit
could havebeenbetter. It couldbebetternow, hadwe managedo actudly usethe
Dayton Agreemento do manythings, espeially humanrights,organkzaton of thereturn
of refugeesandsoon—theecoromy.

Bosnia,becaus®f theimplementatiorof the peae agreemat, is today mainly
blockedasa country,becausef thesygem. Thesysten of voting, which gives
practicallyonefifth of the stateparliament- onefift h of the parliament— theright to
block everyhing in the country—thatis caled entity voting, knownto thosewho follow
Bosna closely. Justtoday, we havebeendiscussinghis with Prime Mini ster Dodik and
the Americanofficialsatthe StateDepartnent. And unfortunaely, we have notreached
an agreemenbn thatandthe matterof the police issue. | hopewe will reach an
agreementn thenearfuture. But today,we failedto do that.

Why did we fail? Becawsewe havetwo different coneptsof Bosnato be—the
concept thatis the conceptof political paries;and my concet in Bosnia— thereare
peoplewhowould like to seeBosnia-Herzegovinaademocray, notethnocragy. Asa
resultof the aggessionandthe DaytonPeae Agreenent, Bosniais todaydivided
ethnically, sothe citizenof BosniaHerzegovinais numbertwo; the ethnic groupsare
numberone. Sothisis aquestionof theindividual rightsandthe collective rights.

| amin favor of the citizensof Bosnia,not of the Bosniaof peopks,becaiseit
translatesnto division, andit is adivided countryin manyways today— adivided
economy; unfortunately,a divided educationbsysem. And thatis theworstof it,
becaus the questions how do we raisethe young generaton. SoBosniais dividedinto
two entities. In one entity, it is dividedinto cantons,and soon.

My view of it is thefollowing. | would like to get rid of theentiies;| would like
to getrid of thecantonsijf | could. But| can’t. Thereis no political will for thisin
Bosnia ontheotherside,andno political will onthe partof theinternatonal community
to really getinvolved onceagain whichis undestandabé.

Theotherside,which meangolitical partiesfrom the enity of Repubika Srpska
within BosniaHerzegovina- theywantthe staus quoof the situaion today,whichis this
division into two entiiesasa permanensoluion. Ontheothe side,we want to change
it, becaus we do not seeafuturein thatarrargement | think thatBosniashouldbe a
democraticcountryfor all citizens— equa citizens— and the culture, religion, and
traditions whereof course gveryones free to believewhaeve, to chershtheculture,
andthetraditon, andsoon. So thisis oneconcept the otherconcept is the conceptof
thestausquoanddivision.



That is why we still renegotiatehe DaytonAgreenent;we stll try to find the
middle ground. But we arenot succeedings yet Thosearethetwo conepts. Andit’s
not easyto find the middle groundbetwe® thesetwo conepts,betveen theindividual
rights andcollective rights, betweenhaving two entitiesandhaving a strongercentral
government- not centralizedput enoughof a cental governnent,theminimumof it in
orderfor BosniaHerzegovindo beableto fulfill its duties internaly andexternally.

Andthat’'swhatdiscussiongreall about Bosne-Herzegovinais onits pah
towardsfull menbershipin the EuropearUnion. But we have problensthere,becaus
the EuropearlJnionrequess usto havesomereformsfirst, like the police reform. And
we arestuckthere,becausén my mind, thereformis areform In themindsof people
like PrimeMinister Dodik, the police of Republka Srpskashouldremain thereasit is
today.

Now, | mustintroducethe otherelementn this picture,being very brief, of
course. And thatis, thejudgmentof the International Courtof Justi@ of the 26" of
Februarywhich madegenocidan Bosne-Herzegovnaofficial after 14 yearsof
deliberation. And it saystherewasa genocie;it sayswho committedthegenocide.
Thosearethe institutionsof the entity of Republika Srpska- the police andthearmy.
Thats oneof therea®mnswhy | cannotacepttha within the new arrangemet we have
thepolice of RepublikaSrpskabecausét is guilty of genocde. And also,we needto
makereforms,andthatis whatwe arerequesting. The EuropeanJnion demands reform
of the police.

There we cannotagee;we disagreedventoday,anhourago. And notonly me
of course butthosethatl represenasthe presidenpf the party andothe citizens,|
believethatthatnameandthatorganizatiorshouldnot be therebecaiseit hascommitted
genocide. Not only the nameof it, but sonetimespersons- and we havea list of about
500 peoplethatarewithin thatpadlice andare on thelist of thosewho took partin the
operationdeadirg to thegenocide.

And| hope youundersandwhat! amtryingto conveyto you—theclimate and
theimmediak problemsthatwe havenow. And all of that boils downto onething,
whetherBosniashouldremainasit is today,despit thefact thatwe now officially have
genocidepr do weignorethatfactandproceed.| cannotbring mysdf to ignoringthe
judgmentof course,andit is notmy right. Thejudgment is there; it absolvedmostly
Serhia. Serbiais guilty only of non-prevention of genoade, nonpunishmat of the
perpetrates. And the genocideaccordingto theverdict, is comnittedby those
institutions.

Thequestions whetherthis verdicthasconsequeng, or is thejudgmentof the
IntemationalCourt of Justicean NGO pronouncerant,a dechration—no harmdoneto
theNGOs,of couse. But thisjudgments beingignoredatall leves. And | hadto bring
this up with the new SecretaryGeneralf the United Nations,Mr. Moon, telling him the
following. Your organizationcommittedcolossalmistakes in Bosne-Herzegovina,
admittedit throughtheformersecretarygenea. Andthosemistakescostten thousands



of livesin BosniaHerzegovina.Now, we have thejudgmentthatit wasgenocdeand
you aresilentasanorgarnzation. And | hopetheywill have somehingto sayabout that,
becaus thisisthecout of the United Nationsthatruledtha there wasa genocdein
Bosnia andthattheinstitutionsof the entity of Republka Srpskawithin Bosnia
Herzegvinacommittedthis genocicb.

So thatis the quesiton —whetherwe ignoreit —andthis is thefirstjudgmentof
thatcourtin history. Thisis thefirst time. And it’s very important, notonly for Bosnia,
not only in Bosnia,but for thewholeworld. Thequestonis, can youkill peopleandget
away with it or not? Youjustlet sometime passandforgetaboutit. Canwe affordthat?
Thatis thequeston not only for me,of courseand | cannotsayanything but | do not
believethatthe InternationalCourtof Justcejudgment can beignored. Thatwould
presentavery, very badmessagefor the future. And thatwill presentaproblem in
Bosna-Herzegovina.

Andwith this, I will finish now. If thatisthecase|f thejudgmenthas no bearing
on theinternalsituationin BosniaHerzegowvna,tha would lead to frustration in Bosnia,
especiallythevictimsof genocide- their families. And theyare mostly —not
exclusively, but mostly— Bosniacsor Moslens. TheMuslim populdion in Bosria-
Herzegvina—it's about50 percentof the popuktion — hasprovedto bea constuctive
and civilized elemert in BosniaHerzegovna. They weretestal duringthewar. They
neve returnedthe same. Theydid not crede concentrdion camps. Theydid not commit
genocide-theycoud. Sotheydesrveto betreatdasconstrudive citizensof Europe.

Butif thisjudgments ignored,thisis going to haveconsequensg becausehisis
amessage. If themessages ignored,thenthemessgeis, youdon't havetherightto the
judgmenteven— not only thatyou don’'t hawe therightto live; but youdon’t hawe the
right to judgment We hadto dothis, butit doesn’t meananything. Tha is themesage,
and themessageés impoitant,becaus theseconstrutive, civilizedpeoplecanturn the
otherway andsay,okay,sowe arenotwelcome. Anyonecancomeandkil | usatany
time thattheywant. And you know what, this credesafertile groundfor extremism.
Andwe are doing this while we areall sayngthat thereshout bea dialogue;we should
fight againstextremismglobally. Sothereis acortradiction there.

| will endwith this,andl will thankyou againfor coming— this big number.
Thark theorganiaion hereto haveme,andof course,for Janusz.

(Applause.)

JANUSZ BUGAJSKI: Thankyou very much,Haris. We have about25 minutes,
beaus the prestdenthasa very importantappointment, hasto leaveat 12:00. So please
keepyour commentsor quesionsvery brief andto the point. Stae your nane and
affiliation. I'll startontheleft with Ed, ourlocal provoateu, please.

Q: Notthismorning. Thankyou, Janusz.Goodmorning,PresidenSilajda¢. |
appreciatet.



MR. BUGAJSKI: Do introduceyourself.

Q: EdwardJosephJohnsHopking SAIS. And PresidentSilajd4a¢, | appreiate
very muchyour remarksandagreethe sysemis blocked;despeaatelyneedsintemal
reform. And yet, thereis no internationakcommunity will, asyou so correcty stated.
Andaswe all know, insteadof thatwill, thereisthefallbackor defaultstrategy is EU
accessdn. You only mentionedhatin passingin the conext of police reform. But |
really haveto askyou, Mr. Presdent,is tha corred, first of al? Is tha straegyof
depending on EU accesionprocesgo resol/e theseancilary problenms thatyou sketched
out soeloquenty, andthe legacyof the conflict tha you skethedout? Or isit pethaps
not quite asimportantin the overarchig immedige priority for the peoplewho elected
you, assomanydiplomatsbelieve?

Thank you very much.

PRESIDENTSILAJDZIC: Canl answe this questionmmediately? Yeah,okay.
Theyrequre reformsbeforetheaccessionsowe haveto do things,right? And | must
tell you thatthe Americangovernment- this administration — with which | have
problems someimes,to tell you thetruth —theyarehelpingusandhave paienceand
endurancelike yesterdayandtoday,which | do not seefrom the partof the European
governmers — theyjustrequesthings Sol would like this processto be moredynamic,
morevital, butthesituationis, they ak for somehing we cannotdo now sothe proaessis
blocked.

| do notknow whatwe candothere. I, for one,cannotaccept the existene of the
Republika Srpskapolice— excusane—knowingtha thatnameis therein theverdict
saying thatit hascommittedgenocide.I’'m sorrybutit’s like Holocaustvictims being
controled by Gestapo. That'swhatit is to Srebraicasurvivors. There, theintemaional
communitycould havesaid,well, therearesone limits here. We wantcooper#éion; we
wantdialogue andeverything. But somelimits mustexist And thelimit is you cannot
havethe genocidalnametherein thenewagreement, period. But | amnot saying that.
Theysay, okay,if you canagreeuponsomehing—tha’s where the shortomingis,
especiallyfrom the Eurgpeanside. Thankyou.

Q: Goodmorning Mr. President.RobertBeecroft headof the OSCEmissionin
Bosna-Herzegovindrom '02 to ‘05, and10 yeas ago workedwith you as spedal envoy
for thefederation. Sir, I'd like to changehefocusslightly and askaboutthefedeation.
We've beentalking aboutRepublikaSrpskaunderstandaly. But | would arguethatboth
sidesarebroken. And thefederationis certanly notfuncioning well, either
economicaly or politically. Whatis, in your view, the possble or potentia viability of
thefederaton overthelongerterm? | assumehatif you're talking abouta singleunitary
state, the federaton alsowould go away. But couldonelook atit theopposte way in
termsof a potentialthird entity, whichis something thatthe Croatpeoplehavebeen
pushingfor, for alongtime, or would thatjustcompicate matters further?



PRESIDENTSILA JDZIC: | think it would complicatematters andfrankly, |
refuseto eventalk aboutthis, becaus this meansfederalzation of Bosnia. The
fededlization meanghatfederalunits havetheright of see@ssonand soon. Weall
knowthat. Sothatis notthesolution. And thefederaion asis today is notasolution. It
has10 cantons.Everysinglecantonhasparliamentandgovernment It eas money
neectdfor somehingelse.

Theeconome situation,theinvegmentsarecoming,but blockedby the system-
and you know that— by the system. Thereis not a singleeconomc spaethere. The
lawsare not harmonized,althoughwe haveforeign investmert flow, which is liberal and
okay. But whenit comesto theground,it’s very diffi cult; it’s conplicated; it’s very
bureaucratichecauseve do not haveone econonic spa@ there. And how can we
competewith the suroundings,with othe countries aroundwhere thingsaremucheasier
for theinvesobrs? Sol haveto —andl caled theinvestorsto cometo Bosnia— | haveto
tell them,pleasebeprepared.You will beokay,butfor thefirst coupleof yearsthisis
whatit is, startng from theregistration It's theresidueof the old andthe confusion of
thenew.

But you areright. You areright. Thequestionsis, asl sad, if | could, I would do
away tomorrowwith the entitiesandthe cantonsjf | had my way. If | could my way, |
would havethe stae governmentandthelocal governnentand the economc regionsin
themiddle. But | can’t haveit.

Q: Rich Kauzlerich,formerU.S. Ambassadoim Saajevo. Mr. Presidentyou
spoke in very generaltermsabouttakingthe decisionof the courtand implementingit. |
wonderif you could be specificaboutwha you would seeashow thatwould accomplish
your goal, creatirg ademocratianulti-ethnic BosnaandHerzegovinathatlooksaheado
thefuture, becaus®bviously, the courthas stakdwhatit hasstaed. We knowthe
history asyou havelaid it out. Butit would appearthatnow is thetime to take thisand
start building for a futurethatputsBosria squarey in the Europearexperiace.

PRESIDENTSILAJDZIC: Well, | believethatmy conceptwould do justthat,
the concept of the BosniaHerzegovinaf citizens,not ethnic groups. Furthernore, |
don't think it's a statemenby its ruling of the Internatonal Courtof Jusice. It's a
judgmant. It's notjustastatement.l canissueastatanent. You can issuea statenent.
This organization canissuea statement.But thatis thejudgmentof the International
Court of Justce. | amnotalawyer. | cannottell you, but sonething mustbedone.There
mustbeanimplementatiorof thatjudgment. Otherwise,|jt’s justa staement

Whatdoesit mean for ourinternalsituation? It meanstha we canusethat
judgmento do whatbothof uswantfor Bosna. And thatisto getrid of this etic
division there because¢he ethnicdivision is adirect resultof thegenaide. Thequestion
isnowwhethe theinternationakcommuniy has strengthto say,well, you canna kill thy
neighborandgetawaywith it. Something mustbe doneor nothing. |1 donotknow—
(inaudible)— of theUnited Nations. This s thar reportand Bosna andHerzegovinais
memberof the United Nations. Let themtell uswhatto do. Therearedraft articlesof



theInternatonal Law Commissionsaying thatall countries are obligedto work to era®
theresultsof genocide. This countryis obliged, my countly too, all countres.

But what actually struckmeasoddis the deafening silence onthefirstruling of
genociden history. As we know, Nurnberghappenedbeforethe court But thenwe had
thecourt. And thecourtrules,andit’s like nothing. Tha is whatperplexes me. Where
do we wantto go? Do we haveimportantnaions? Do we haveunimportant nations?
Importantpeople unimportantpeoplein this globd situgion? We areall in oneboat.
Andif it is rockedby genocidewe aregoingto haveproblens. Tha is why genocides
mustbe punished. | amnot aking for peopleto bekilled becauseof tha, butl amasking
theinternatonal communityto reconsidethesituaion in Bosnia broughtaboutby
genocide.How aboutthat? Thatis whatwe are asking.

Our legalproblemis we haveto show our own county, becaus¢hosewho
committedthe genocideareBosniancitizens. Unfortunatly, thatwasalsoa political
decison by the courtto absolveSerbia. We all knowwhathappened We all know that.
But theyabsoled Serbia. Theysaidthey are only guilty for non-prevenion, whichis a
mistakein my opinion, butstill I haveto respet the Interndiond Courtof Justice,
becaus thisisthe highestauthorty thatwe have in thisworld.

Q: JohnBosnic(sp)from the SerbianUnity Congress.l am afraid | haveto agree
with the presdenton someof thekey points thathe hasraised here,espeally onthe
point of genoade. | amnamedJohnaftermy grandfaher’'sbrotherJovanwho diedat
Jasenovac.Jasenovats agenocidehat predates thekill ing of anestimated 8,000 menin
the Battle of Srebrenica.Theestimatechumberof peopk killed at Jasenovaby Croatian
Fascigs with the assistane of BosnianMuslim Fascistsn World War I is 800,00
people.

Now, very little hasbeendoneby your governmeat, Mr. President,or by any
otherinstitutionsin Bosnia,to makeevenanapobgy for the slaughter of 100timesmore
peoplethanwereruledto havebeenslaughteedby this International Courtof Justie
decison. Whatwe're suffering hereis sekecive amnesiaand—

MR. BUGAJSKI: Excuseme,couldyoukeepit brief. (Crosstalk.)

Q: Okay,andl’ll try notto becutoff. Mr. President,could we not startthis
problem — starttheresolutionat its roots? Theroot of this recentconflict was the
memory— atleaston the Serbianside— was the menory of the genaide committed
againstthemby the Bosnan Moslemsarnd the Croas. Could your governmentdo
somethingto mitigateor somehowcompensatdor theresuls of agenocide100times
worse— morenumeroudet’s call it — thantheonethatwassufferedat Srebenica? And
specfically, whatareyou goingto do to reversehe effea of Jasenovaendto bring to
justicethasepeoplein Bosniawho arestill living andwerecomplicit in the genocidethat
ledto all of this fighting andall of thiskilling?



PRESIDENTSILA JDZIC: Mr. Bosnic,youwill haveto getsomeinformation
more on Jasenovaotherthanpropagandanatrid tha you have. If youdo that,you will
certainlythenknow how manyMoslemsdiedin Jas@ovac. You obviouslydon’t know
that. | dont blameyou, so pleasedo inform yoursef onthefacts of life there. It'snota
small number by theway. Whatdowe do, if you,asaninformedintellectud saysthat
thecauwseof it isthememoryof Jagnova® Do you absoVe theregimein Belgradeand
Milosevic by tha or do youjustify the genocte becaiseof sone menory there? It's not
thememory;it is morethan140-yearold planof Greate Sebia, which liesin therootsof
the problem— GreaterSerbia starting from the Russiansandsoon, to theacalemy-the
Serb Academy- andwe know—andI’'m sureyou know aboutall that — the creatos of
Milosevic,if heneeded creator. So do nottell methatthecauseof it isamemory. No,
it's aprojectin cold blood. You knowtha; | knowtha. Coldblood- I am talking about
the prgect of Milosevic, the projectthatis olderthanJasenovg alot older. And do not
tell methatbecaus®f Jasenovadylusilim populaton in the DrinaValley was killed;
DrajaMihailovic’s ordersayingthatall of them shout be eliminated, regardlessof age
and sex — beforeJasenovaagegardles®f ageand sex. And tha is awrittenorder, keptin
onearchiveof the United Statesof America,andlI think it’s in Los Angeles. But thisis
al verywell knownto you. Sotherootis notJasenovadherootis theproject—andthe
root is primitivism andfascism. And how do we getrid of it?

Tha's why | wastalking aboutthe edu@ation— theedu@ation— not ethnc
eduation butanormaleducatiorof pegle who getinformaton. People,again,cango
in oneschool. In Bosnia,unfortunately | musttell you thatwe havetoday schools,
ethnic schools. Childrendo not go to the samesctool. How aboutthat? | mean, thisis —
andthisis all underthewatchfuleyeof theinternatonal comnunity. And | think thereis
theroat of the problem.

Q: (Off mike)—is perfectlypeaceful.

MR. BUGAJSKI: Okay,no morespeechs, pleasepecausene havea numkber of
peoplehere—

PRESIDENTSILAJDZIC: It isyes,butin Canadaheydid nothavethe
genocide.

Q: Of coursetheydid.

PRESIDENTSILA JDZIC: We — no, we hadthe genocidel0 yearsago, andif
you serd people,youngpeople to different schoolswith all thosefreshwounds, what
would theyteachthem?

MR. BUGAJSKI: Okay,please.
Q: JanetMcElliott, McElliott Associates. servedas a spokesmafor the

Sudanes peacdalks,andin Wasingtonespeially, there seens to beagred focuson
Darfurasgencide. Butif you gothereyou seeit’s realy probaby theworld’s first war



overwaterandresouces,andis notagenodde. Do youthink thatif you could marshal
someof the Darfur genocidepeopleto your sidethat you could achievesomeof thegoals
thatyou weretaking aboutachieving?Becausaheyseento bevery active in the
Holocaus$ Museumandthe genocidestuff, and they'retrying to preventsomehing. But
could youmarshalgroupslike thatto actualy work proectively for you?

PRESIDENTSILA JDZIC: Maybel'll takeafew questionsothereis enough
time—

(Crosstalk.)

Q: Mr. Presitent,it's goodto seeyou again. JonahanLandey,now with
McClatchyNewspapersbut spert mary yearscoverngthecrisisin Bosni.

I’'m wonderirg if you coud elaborateon what your peraption of Mr. Dodik’s
positionis in termsof his motivation. Is henotreflecting thewishes of his votersin
takingthe postionsthatheis? And secondly)’'m wonderngif you could talk aboutthe
impactthatthe political situationin Serbiais still having on Republka Srpskaand what
you think might happershouldthe radicd partyin Serbiaactudly cometo power

MR. BUGAJSKI: Good,thankyou. Onemore.

Q: Yes,thankyou. Mr. Presidentyouwererecently with your fellow presidents

MR. BUGAJSKI: Pleasantroduceyourself.

Q: I'm Nathan Bein, Departmentf Defense You wererecently in Iraq with
your fellow presides to meetandseeyour troopsthere who have performel very well
and haveshownwhatBosnianscando to work togethe for acomnon goal. Sol
wonderedvhatlessonglid you learnwhenyou sawthosetroopsoverthere. Whatdid
you bring backhomefrom thattrip?

PRESIDENTSILA JDZIC: Okay,well, thank you very muchfor the suggestin
on Darfur. Of coursewe needall the helpwe canget,althoughthe situatonsarevery
different. BosniaHerzegovinaby theway, is therichestcountrywith wate in Europe.
We hawe riversandthe hydropower. We aregoing to build plantsandsoon. Butthank
you for your suggestionanyway.

Now, thesituaion in Serbiaof courseinfluencesthe situaion in Bosnia
Herzegvina,andnowwe don’'t havetime, andfrankly | would like notto gointo the
guestionof Kosovoandall that,butthe existenceof theradical party, peopk who do not
recognizeborderswho still talk aboutCrodia andBosnia andsoonlikeit’ stheir turf
and soon. Theexistenceof thatpartyis a soure of concen becaisethat’'sthesingle
biggestpartyin Serbia. And whenl listento them you know, it’s like, you know, |
think, whenarewe goingto getrid of this in this region— peoplelike Nikolic, for



example,and— (unintelligible). Thatis frightenng soméimesthattheydo not move
with history. It's alwaysgreaterSerbia;it's always borderstha they have in mind andso
on. Well, that'sall I cansay. It's avery longstory.

Generallyl think thattheinternationalcommunty shoulddo moreto encouage
democracyrealdemocracyhere,notto be solenientsonetimeswhen—like whenthey
ask for —whenNATO andthe EuropeariJnion askfor Mladic and Karadzc. Now
Karadzicis forgottenand| did nothear— | don’t know, like hedied, buthedid not die.
Peoplearenottalking about Karadzic. Mladic, that was— thedemandby the European
Union, theydroppedt; by NATO, theydroppel it. | don’t think thoseradicals
understandhis — you know, this softapgroach. | don’t think they understand.Sothat’s
my greatconcerntheseradicalforces.

Well, | havea questionto ansver hereabaut that Yes, wewentto Iraqand
BaghdadandDiwaniya(ph) by helicoptersandwe sawour troopstherein thecamp. By
doing avery goodjob theyhavedefusd,sofar, 45,000explosive devices. It's not a big
unit, but they’ll saythey’redoingavery goodjob. Generaly thesituationthereis not
onethatl would like to seein Bosnia. It's sad;even while we werein thegreenzoneyou
could hearexplosions andit remindedme of thetimes whenSaragvolivedthelongest
siegein history. Sarajew erduredthelongestsiegein history, andif thecourt—
IntemationalCourt of Justicewasreally the Internatonal Courtof Justce,they would
havepronouncedhatgenocide.Therewe havel,400children killed,andtha is the
longestsiegein historyof amajortown.

Well, let's hope,let’s be optimidic, butit’s still very, very difficult there. You
cansmellthewarthere.

MR. BUGAJSKI: Okay, lasttwo very brief questions.The personin theback.

Q: My nameis Brian Bearyand| reportfor Europolitics. You weresayng that
theEU —slightly critical of is shortcominggndsayirg thattheinternatonal community
should bemoreinvaved. Whatspecificallywould you like the EU to doin termsof their
strategy? For exampleon policereformandconsttution reform,do you think that they
could takea more handson approachin mediating theissu€ Or wha is it youwould
like to see?

MR. BUGAJSKI: Geneally, abandorthe philosophyof theleastline of
resistagethathasbeenfollowedeversince 1992—theleastline of resstanceand
containmentandbe more aggressiven requestng reformsin BosniaHerzegovina,and
isdating thosewho areagains those reformsbecaisethe priceis paid by all citizensof
Bosna-Herzegovina.

Well, you know, therearegoodthingsthey do, butl believethatBosnia
Herzegvinais notjustacaseike Czechoslovald or Hungary— Czed Republtc or
Hungaryor Bulgaria,andthatis it meritsspecial atentionthere becauseherearegood
thingsin Bosniagoing on. It's notabadeconony, actudly. Oureconony is betterthan



theecanomyof somecountries membes of the Europea Union, right now— high
stardards But thethingis thatwe havea political legag. Theretheyshouldbemore
deteminedto really solve theseproblems. And | think sometmesthey doit butthenit’s
not very consistent And isolatethosewho do notwantthereforms. If it is Haris
Silajdzi¢, thendo somehing with him, you know.

MR. BUGAJSKI: Thelastquegion to Dr. Silajdac¢.

Q: I'm emoughold to remembemanythings,but I would like to start with this:
Bosnia andHerzegeinawasnot conqueredy army of Sebiain 1918,but parliamentof
Bosna invite Serbiamarmyto come,andwe decdeto be partof Yugoslava. It's
important. Secondwe aredealirg with two problems. Oneis dissoluton of Yugoslavia,
anotheroneis changingeconomicsystemfrom sodalist, communistto free econony,
andit is thereasorwhy we havemoreproblem.

Third thing: At 16 yearsold, | wasin Ustashajail. Ustasha didn’t justputin jall
Serbs, but putanyonewho didn’t like them In Jasenova waskilledmy uncle. We have
thebookwith thenames- hundedandthousad namesof Muslims who werekilled in
Jasenovacandit is importantto remembe Besidesjf youlook commandof Jasenovac
and Dadik (ph), concentratiortampof Ustashayou will notfind any Muslim’s nanein
thatposition. Thankyou.

PRESIDENTSILA JDZIC: Thankyou.

MR. BUGAJSKI: Okay,thankyouvery mud. I'd like thank the president He’s
obviously startedaninitiative, avery important debae on howto make Bosnainto a
truly functionalstatethatcanintegrateinto Europe@nUnion andNATO. And we will be
watdhing andhelping wherewe can. Thankyou very much.

PRESIDENTSILA JDZIC: Thankyouall.

(END)



