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About the Course   
The rise of China has drawn growing attention in Washington to the 
role of economics in national security. In fact, U.S. policymakers have 
long used instruments of economic statecraft -- both coercive tools like 
sanctions and inducements such as development assistance -- to shape 
other countries’ behavior and advance U.S. prosperity and security. In 
this course, participants will learn about the range of economic policy 
tools available to U.S. policymakers, how these tools are used in support 
of broader strategic and economic objectives, and the implications for 
the private sector and other economic actors. 
 
 

 
Register
Dates: June 27-29, 2022

Tuition: $3,500 per person 

Location: Hybrid

Contact: For more information on the course and how to apply, 
please visit https://csis.org/economictools or contact Barbara 
Petzen, Director of Training Initiatives, at bpetzen@csis.org.

https://csis.org/economictools
mailto:bpetzen%40csis.org?subject=


Sample Course Agenda  

Course sessions, speakers, and times are subject to change. 

Time Day One Day Two Day Three

Break

Break Break 

Break

Break 

Break

Break Wrap-Up and Concluding 
Remarks

Securing Cyberspace

Development Assistance

Trade Policy

Economic Coercion

Industrial Policy

Semiconductor Supply Chains

Crisis Simulation

Lunch Break

Simulation Debrief

Lunch Break

Technology Control Policies

Currency & Other 
Macroeconomic Policies

Virtual Networking Session

2:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m.

Lunch Break

12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

Focus 
Area

Coercive Economic Measures

Inducive Economic Measures

Crisis Simulation

Networking / Informal Discussion

9:00 a.m.

Introduction to Economics & 
National Security

10:00 a.m.

Economic Sanctions

8:00 a.m.
Welcome and Introductions

*All time listed in U.S. Eastern time.



Expert Seminars   

The Economics in National Security course features interactive 
seminars with CSIS scholars and guests, including former senior trade 
officials, innovation policy thinkers, and experts on economic sanctions. 
Participants will examine a wide range of strategic, policy, and technical 
issues at the intersection of U.S. international economic policy and 
national security. Course topics include:

Introduction to Economics & National Security 
This session will cover the changing position of the United States in the 
global economy, and how Washington has led and shaped the global 
economic order since the end of World War II. It will include an overview 
of the coercive and inducive economic tools the United States uses to 
influence foreign policy and national security. This session will also cover 
how the U.S. government organizes itself to coordinate the use of these 
economic tools internally and with allies and partners.

Economic Sanctions
Since the Embargo Act of 1807, economic sanctions have been 
deployed by the U.S. government as an alternative to kinetic warfare. 
Their usesince 9/11 has grown exponentially, but questions remain 
about their cost and efficacy. This session will describe different 
types of sanctions, the legal authorities behind them, and how 
they are implemented, as well as their implications for diplomacy, 
the role of the dollar, and U.S. commercial and other interests. 



Technology Control Policies 
U.S. military preeminence and economic competitiveness have rested 
on America’s technological prowess. Protecting critical technologies 
is vital to maintaining this edge. This session will explore the range 
of policies designed to prevent critical technologies from getting into 
the wrong hands, including investment screening mechanisms, export 
controls, and policies to ensure the integrity of research facilities and 
critical supply chains. It will also look at growing cooperation with U.S. 
allies in these areas.

Development Assistance
While dwarfed by military and diplomatic expenditures, development 
assistance is an important “offensive” tool of U.S. economic statecraft. 
U.S. health, education, humanitarian, and anti-corruption efforts in 
low-income countries support local prosperity and stability and are 
a vital form of U.S. soft power at a time when China is expanding its 
influence in developing countries. This session will review how USAID, 
the Millennium Challenge Account, PEPFAR, and related agencies and 
initiatives operate around the world and assess their effectiveness in 
advancing U.S. interests.

Trade Policy
The United States is the world’s largest market and has long been a 
champion of an open, rules-based trading system. However, the politics 
of trade at home have shifted, and the global system centered on the 
World Trade Organization has come under severe strain. This session 
will review how U.S. trade policy has evolved and is likely to adapt in 
the years ahead, and how can it support broader U.S. interests in the 
world. Attention will also be given to trade enforcement tools, including 
antidumping and countervailing duties (AD/CVD) and tariffs.

Industrial Policy  
This session explores how Washington might respond to China’s 
centrally planned industrial policy by weighing arguments for and against 
promoting domestic innovation through public-private partnerships 
and the use of fede ral budget incentives. Historical examples of U.S. 
experiences with industrial policy, including the DARPA and SEMATECH 
initiatives, will also be discussed.



Semiconductor Supply Chains 
This session will explore why technological prowess in semiconductor 
manufacturing is essential for U.S. economic and national security; the 
current state of strategic competition between the U.S. and China in this 
industry, including concerns over global supply chain bottlenecks and 
security; and how the U.S. is engaging with its allies on this critical issue.

Economic Coercion
Powerful economies use a range of coercive economic tools to influence the 
behavior of other countries, but in a world in which the use of such tools is 
becoming increasingly common, governments are devising ways to protect 
their economies from economic coercion. This session will examine how 
major economies are reacting to economic coercion and will look at the 
actions of the Chinese, Russian, and American governments to analyze ways 
in which countries try to insulate their economies from coercive methods.

Securing Cyberspace
Cyber attacks cause major disruption to daily activity and the economy. 
The ransomware attack on the Colonial Pipeline in early 2021, among 
other recent incidents, demonstrates that industry, in particular critical 
infrastructure, is a target. The U.S. is highly vulnerable to such disruptions. 
This session will cover the national security implications of cyber attacks on 
U.S. infrastructure and potential policy avenues to address the vulnerability.
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Simulation Exercise 
The course brings together its key insights in an immersive simulation 
exercise. Participants will practice using the tools of U.S. economic statecraft 
presented in the course’s seminar series by testing a range of scenarios in 
which the U.S. is faced with the challenge of responding to threats from 
China to the American semiconductor manufacturing industry. Participants 
will simulate how the U.S. might respond to these threats, acting as U.S. 
government officials tasked with the challenge of balancing U.S. interests at 
home and abroad. After the exercise, seminar participants will debrief on the 
exercise and assess the strategies they pursued.



About the  
Economics Program   
The Economics Program leads CSIS’s work on international economic 
policy, global economic governance, and the domestic economic 
foundations of U.S. power. The mission of the Economics Program is to 
illuminate the role of economics in foreign policy and national security 
and to offer practical economic policy ideas to enhance U.S. and global 
prosperity and security.  
 
In this effort, the Economics Program focuses on: 

• Global economic governance: the players, institutions, rules, and 
norms that shape international economic affairs; 

• U.S. economic statecraft: the strategies, tools, and processes of U.S. 
international economic policymaking; and 

• Domestic foundations: economic policies and practices that 
underpin U.S. competitiveness and the well-being of Americans. 

See Economics Program publications and activities at https://www.csis.
org/economics.

About CSIS   
The Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) is a bipartisan, 
nonprofit policy research organization dedicated to advancing practical 
ideas to address the world’s greatest challenges. CSIS is one of the 
preeminent international policy institutions focused on defense and 
security, regional stability, and transnational challenges ranging from 
energy and climate to global development and economic integration.  
 
CSIS offers a wide range of executive programs featuring world-class 
experts that include a combination of in-depth geopolitical seminars, 
professional skill-building workshops, interactive crisis simulations, and 
networking opportunities. To learn more about existing programs or 
to inquire about custom opportunities please visit us at www.csis.org/
executive-education. 

https://www.csis.org/economics
https://www.csis.org/economics
http://www.csis.org/executive-education
http://www.csis.org/executive-education
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