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CSIS Who’s Ranked Number One? 

September 11, 2026 

CSIS Who’s Ranked Number One?, draw from Nina Gohel, “The United States and China: Still Not Number 

One,” CSIS Trustee China Hand Blog, September 11, 2026. 

 

 

Indicator 

 

U.S. 

Rank 

 

U.S.  

Score 

 

China 

Rank  

 

China  

Score 

 

Top-Ranked 

Performer 

 

Top-Ranked 

Performer’s Score 

 

Source  

General Income and 

Performance 

              

Gross National Income per 

Capita (USD) 
9 75,332 74 20,701 Singapore 116,633 Our World in Data 

Labor Productivity (GDP, USD 

per hour of work) 
13 81.80 150 20.59 Ireland 164.70 

International Labour 

Organization 

Post-Tax National Income of 

the Top 10% Population (%) 
22 30.7 41 28.4 Colombia 42.7 Our World in Data 

Poverty Headcount Ratio at 

National Poverty Line (% of 

population) 

26 2 1 0 China 0 World Bank 

Global Competitiveness Rank 10 86.8 12 84.4 Singapore 81.3 

Institute for 

Management 

Development 

Commercial Wealth               

Number of Billionaires 1 902 2 450 United States 902 CEO World 

Top 500 Global Brands: Number 

of Brands 
1 192 2 68 United States 192 Brand Finance 

Fortune Global 500: Number of 

Companies 
1 141 2 116 United States 141 Fortune 

Fortune Global 500: Total 

Revenue (USD millions) 
1 15,503,616 2 9,852,461 United States 15,503,616 Fortune 

Fortune Global 500: Total Profit 

(USD millions) 
1 1,584,865 2 525,905 United States 1,584,865 Fortune 

Innovation               

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/gross-national-income-per-capita-worldbank?mapSelect=SGP~QAT~NOR~CHE~ARE~LUX~IRL~BRN~USA~CHN~MDV~BIH~MEX~ALB~DOM~MKD~GEO~ATG~CRI~KNA~SRB~ARG~PRI~MUS~SYC~URY~CHL~TTO~BLR~MNE~TUR~BGR~MYS~KAZ~BHS~PAN~OMN~LVA~SVK~GRC~RUS~HUN~EST~ROU~PRT~HRV~POL~CZE~LTU~NZL~CYP~ISR~SVN~JPN~ESP~GBR~ITA~FRA~FIN~KWT~KOR~CAN~MLT~AUS~SAU~AUT~BHR~AND~SMR~SWE~DEU~ISL~NLD~DNK
https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/labour-productivity/#data-catalogue
https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/labour-productivity/#data-catalogue
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/incomes-across-distribution-wb?mapSelect=COL%7EZAF%7EBRA%7EMOZ%7EZMB%7EPAN%7ECOD%7EECU%7EPRY%7ETUR%7ECHL%7ECRI%7EGTM%7ERWA%7EMEX%7ECAF%7EHND%7ECMR%7EMYS%7EBGR%7EKEN%7EUSA%7EBOL%7EGMB%7EPER%7EBFA%7ESUR%7EURY%7EBDI%7ESLV%7ETGO%7EMDG%7ETCD%7EJAM%7ERUS%7EDOM%7EGNQ%7ESEN%7EIDN%7ELAO%7ECHN&indicator=share&decile=_10&period=nan&survey_comparability=no_spells
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.NAHC
https://www.imd.org/centers/wcc/world-competitiveness-center/rankings/world-competitiveness-ranking/rankings/wcr-rankings/#_tab_List
https://www.imd.org/centers/wcc/world-competitiveness-center/rankings/world-competitiveness-ranking/rankings/wcr-rankings/#_tab_List
https://www.imd.org/centers/wcc/world-competitiveness-center/rankings/world-competitiveness-ranking/rankings/wcr-rankings/#_tab_List
https://ceoworld.biz/2025/09/18/worlds-richest-people-2025-the-top-billionaires-globally/
https://static.brandirectory.com/reports/brand-finance-global-500-2026-preview.pdf
https://us500.com/fortune-global-500
https://fortune.com/ranking/global500/?Name=by+nation+
https://fortune.com/ranking/global500/?Name=by+nation+


  

 

 

Note: Data are from 2025 or, when not available, from the most recent available year.   
 

Global Innovation Index 3 61.7 10 56.6 Switzerland 66.0 WIPO 

Patents Granted 2 603,194 1 1,044,777 China 1,044,777 WIPO 

Patent Applications 2 603,194 1 1,828,054 China 1,828,054 WIPO 

Resident Patent Applications 2 270,295 1 1,672,001 China 1,672,001 WIPO 

Nonresident Patent 

Applications 
1 332,899 2 156,053 United States 332,899 WIPO 

Research and Development 

Spending (% of GDP) 
5 2.84 15 2.58 Israel 6.35 World Bank 

Digital Technology               

World Digital Competitiveness 

Rank 
2 99.29 12 87.79 Switzerland 100 

Institute for 

Management 

Development 

National Cyber Security Index 

(Cyber Preparedness) (%) 
29 84.17 62 69.17 Albania 98.33 

National Cyber 

Security Index 

Individuals Using the Internet 

(% of population) 
31 95 51 92 Saudi Arabia 100 World Bank 

Fixed Broadband Subscriptions 

(% of population) 
29 38.86 9 47.19 Gibraltar 60.97 World Bank 

Top 500 Supercomputers: 

Number of Computers 
1 161 4 31 United States 161 Statista 

Artificial Intelligence               

Global AI Vibrancy Rank 1 78.6 2 36.95 United States 78.6 Standford University  

Number of Notable Machine 

Learning Models 1 59 2 35 United States  59 Standford University  

Chatbot Arena Performance 

Score 1 1,385 2 1,362 United States 1,385 Standford University   

Global Private Investment in AI 

(USD billions) 1 285.88 2 12.41 United States 285.88 Standford University   

Number of Data Centers 

Worldwide 1 4,423 5 369 United States 4,423 Statista 

Society               

Happiness Index (%) 23 6.816 65 6.074 Finland 7.764 
World Happiness 

Report 

Social Progress Index (%) 32 81.76 73 68.82 Norway 91.73 Social Progress 

Global Religiosity Score (%) 24 54 37 24 Pakistan 94 Gallup International 

Number of Top 100 Ranked 

Universities 
1 26 4 5 United States 26 QS Top Universities 

https://www.wipo.int/web-publications/global-innovation-index-2025/assets/89507/global-innovation-index-2025-en.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-941-2024-en-world-intellectual-property-indicators-2024.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-941-2024-en-world-intellectual-property-indicators-2024.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-941-2024-en-world-intellectual-property-indicators-2024.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-941-2024-en-world-intellectual-property-indicators-2024.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/GB.XPD.RSDV.GD.ZS?most_recent_value_desc=false&view=chart
https://imd.widen.net/content/xclarczvwr/pdf/WDCR_Report_2025.pdf
https://imd.widen.net/content/xclarczvwr/pdf/WDCR_Report_2025.pdf
https://imd.widen.net/content/xclarczvwr/pdf/WDCR_Report_2025.pdf
https://ncsi.ega.ee/ncsi-index/
https://ncsi.ega.ee/ncsi-index/
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.USER.ZS
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.BBND.P2
https://www.statista.com/statistics/264445/number-of-supercomputers-worldwide-by-country/
https://hai.stanford.edu/assets/files/global_ai_vibrancy_tool_paper_november2024.pdf
https://hai.stanford.edu/assets/files/ai_index_report_2026.pdf
https://hai.stanford.edu/ai-index/2025-ai-index-report/technical-performance
https://hai.stanford.edu/ai-index/2026-ai-index-report
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1228433/data-centers-worldwide-by-country/
https://data.worldhappiness.report/table?_gl=1*11r1glm*_gcl_au*MzAzOTYwMTI2LjE3ODgyODE3MTc.
https://data.worldhappiness.report/table?_gl=1*11r1glm*_gcl_au*MzAzOTYwMTI2LjE3ODgyODE3MTc.
https://www.socialprogress.org/social-progress-index
https://www.gallup-international.com/fileadmin/user_upload/surveys_and_news/2025/Two_Decades_of_Change__Global_Religiosity_Declines_While_Atheism_Rises/EOY_2024_PPT_Press_Release_8_based_on_Q10.pdf
https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings/2026


  

 

 

Note: Data are from 2025 or, when not available, from the most recent available year.   
 

Charity Donors (% of 

population) 
36 63 18 71 Ireland 77 

Charities Aids 

Foundation 

Human Development Index 17 0.938 78 0.797 Iceland 0.972 
World Population 

Review 

Tolerance (Inclusiveness Index) 75 60.57 115 51.19 New Zealand 82.11 UC Berkeley 

Good Country Index 50 71.26 71 59.19 Finland 100 Good Country 

Democracy and Freedom               

Global Freedom Score 70 81 192 189 Finland 100 Freedom House 

Internet Freedom Score 15 73 71 9 Iceland 94 Freedom House 

Human Freedom Index 15 8.71 149 4.93 Switzerland 9.15 
World Population 

Review 

Personal Freedom Score 22 9.15 153 4.08 Switzerland 9.77 
World Population 

Review 

Press Freedom Index Score 44 71.22 181 22.97 Norway 95.18 
World Population 

Review 

Voting-Age Population Turnout 

(% who voted) 
117 52.79 N/A N/A Paraguay 99.85 

International 

Institute for 

Democracy and 

Electoral 

Governance               

Government Effectiveness 

Index (-2.5 to 2.5) 
23 1 46 0.68 Singapore 2 World Bank 

Rule of Law Index 27 0.68 92 0.48 Denmark 0.90 World Justice Project 

Political Stability Score 122 64.27 126 63.28 Liechtenstein 92.92 
World Population 

Review 

Corruption Perceptions Index 29 64 76 43 Denmark 89 
Transparency 

International 

Violence and Crime               

Firearm Deaths (% of global) 1 17.94 85 0.10 United States 17.94 
World Population 

Review 

Firearm Deaths (per 100,000 

population) 
20 14.00 203 0.02 El Salvador 42.51 

World Population 

Review 

Criminality Rate 59 5.9 45 6.3 Myanmar 8.1 
World Population 

Review 

Crime Index 58 49.2 136 23.5 Haiti 81.0 Numbeo 

Incarceration (per 100,000 

population) 
4 542 106 119 El Salvador 1,659 Our World in Data 

Safety Index 91 50.8 12 76.5 United Arab Emirates 85.2 Numbeo 

https://www.worldgivingreport.org/explore-the-data
https://www.worldgivingreport.org/explore-the-data
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/hdi-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/hdi-by-country
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/inclusiveness-index/index-results
https://index.goodcountry.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/country/scores?type=fiw&sort=fiw&sort_order=desc
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-net/scores
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/freedom-index-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/freedom-index-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/freedom-index-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/freedom-index-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/freedom-index-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/freedom-index-by-country
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/data/question?question_id=9191&database_theme=293
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/data/question?question_id=9191&database_theme=293
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/data/question?question_id=9191&database_theme=293
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/data/question?question_id=9191&database_theme=293
https://data360.worldbank.org/en/indicator/WB_ESG_GE_EST?view=datatable&minYear=1996&maxYear=2023
https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index/global
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/political-stability-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/political-stability-by-country
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2025
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2025
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gun-deaths-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gun-deaths-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gun-deaths-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gun-deaths-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/crime-rate-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/crime-rate-by-country
https://www.numbeo.com/crime/rankings_by_country.jsp?title=2025-mid
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/prison-population-rate
https://www.numbeo.com/crime/rankings_by_country.jsp?title=2025-mid


  

 

 

Note: Data are from 2025 or, when not available, from the most recent available year.   
 

Resilience Score 27 7 56 5.5 Finland 8.4 
World Population 

Review 

Environment               

Environmental Performance 

Index 
26 58.54 129 33.88 Estonia 74.79 Yale 

Biodiversity Share (% of land 

and sea) 
10 7.21 3 9.57 Brazil 12.61 World Rainforests 

Climate Change Performance 

Index 
62 21.84 51 44.45 Denmark 80.52 CCPI 

Carbon Emissions (metric tons 

of CO2) 
2 4,632 1 13,125 China 13,125 Our World in Data 

Carbon Emissions per Capita 

(metric tons of CO2) 
16 13.59 27 9.13 Palau 63.73 Our World in Data 

Nitrous Oxide Emissions (%) 3 9.9 1 31.7 China 31.7 World Bank 

Health               

Health Care Index 15 56.71 46 41.40 Taiwan 78.72 
World Population 

Review 

Medical Infrastructure Score 24 79.73 75 69.67 Japan 98.70 
World Population 

Review 

Medicine Availability and Cost 

Score 
21 68.59 55 55.99 Ireland 96.22 

World Population 

Review 

Government Readiness Score 22 75.73 48 65.36 Japan 98.74 
World Population 

Review 

Life Expectancy at Birth (years) 62 79.8 69 79.0 Monaco 86.7 
World Population 

Review 

Healthcare Expenditure (% of 

GDP) 
3 16.69 106 5.94 Tuvalu 27.09 World Bank 

Hospital Beds (per 1,000 

inhabitants) 
86 2.7 25 5.6 Monaco 22.0 World Bank 

Obesity Rate (% of population) 181 41.83 25 9.07 Vietnam 2.49 
World Population 

Review 

Clean Water Access (% of 

population with access to safely 

managed drinking water) 

43 97.6 N/A 94.3 
Hungary and 10 other 

countries  
100 Our World in Data 

Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 

live births) 
56 6 158 4 San Marino 1 World Bank 

Immunization of Measles (% of 

children ages 12–23 months) 
84 92 67 95 

St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines and other 18 

countries 

99 World Bank 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/crime-rate-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/crime-rate-by-country
https://epi.yale.edu/indicator/2026/EPI
https://worldrainforests.com/03-biodiversity-share-by-country.htm
https://ccpi.org/wp-content/uploads/CCPI-2026-Results-1.pdf
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/co2-emissions-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/co2-emissions-by-country
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.GHG.N2O.WA.MT.CE.AR5?most_recent_value_desc=true&view=map
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/life-expectancy-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/life-expectancy-by-country
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.XPD.CHEX.GD.ZS
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.MED.BEDS.ZS?most_recent_value_desc=true
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/obesity-rates-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/obesity-rates-by-country
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/water-and-sanitation?tab=table&facet=none&Resource=Drinking+water&Level+of+Use%2FAccess=Safely+managed&Residence=Total&Relative+to+population=Share+of+population&country=IND~USA~KEN~OWID_WRL~BGD~ZAF~CHN
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN?most_recent_value_desc=true
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.IMM.MEAS?most_recent_value_desc=true&view=map


  

 

 

Note: Data are from 2025 or, when not available, from the most recent available year.   
 

Median Age 63 38.9 55 40.2 Monaco 56.9 
World Population 

Review 

Military               

Nuclear Weapons (warheads) 2 5,042 3 620 Russia 5,420 
Arms Control 

Association 

Military Expenditure (USD 

millions) 
1 954,000 2 336,000 United States 954,000 Military Spend 

Military Expenditure (% of GDP) 1 3.1 2 1.7 United States 31 Military Spend 

Armed Forces Personnel (USD 

millions) 
3 1.3156 1 2.0350 China 2.0350 

World Population 

Review 

Armed Forces Personnel (per 

1,000 of population) 
70 6 131 2 North Korea 288 World Bank 

Military Strength (Power Index) 1 0.074 3 0.092 United States 0.074 Global Fire Power 

 

 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/median-age
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/median-age
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Nuclearweaponswhohaswhat
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Nuclearweaponswhohaswhat
https://militaryspend.org/military-spending-by-country
https://militaryspend.org/military-spending-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/military-size-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/military-size-by-country
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/MS.MIL.TOTL.TF.ZS?most_recent_value_desc=true
https://www.globalfirepower.com/countries-listing.asp

