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The State Council is the chief administrative authority of the People’s Republic of China. The State Council is one of three key elements of China’s political
structure, alongside the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the Central Military Commission (CMC). It oversees constituent ministries as well as provincial-
level governments, but not CCP committees. In recent years, party organs have gained significant power at the expense of government ministries. The
President is China’s head of state and represents the PRC in international engagements. The position itself is largely ceremonial but is an important part of Xi’'s
political dominance, as the president formally has the power to appoint state leaders, to promulgate laws, to declare states of emergency, and to declare war.
The State Council has an Executive that meets regularly to discuss major governmental issues, and is currently comprised of the Premier, four Vice Premiers,
and three State Councilors. The premier is nominated by the president and approved by the National People’s Congress (NPC). Other members of the State
Council are nominated by the premier and approved by the NPC or its standing committee. Members of the State Council are elected for five-year terms and
are capped at two terms, but the unexpected removal of two state councilors in 2023 departed sharply from this norm.
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