
   

 

   

 

November 24 

 

National Responses to Covid-19 in Southeast Asia 

  

Brunei 

 

Brunei has successfully contained the spread of Covid-19 for several months and has begun 

opening travel corridors with other countries in Southeast Asia. Schools and places of worship 

have been open since July, while businesses and restaurants have reopened gradually. Brunei’s 

success can be attributed to its quick and drastic restrictions on travel, extensive testing, and 

strict quarantine rules. The small country may also have benefitted from only sharing borders 

with Malaysia, which has contained the virus reasonably well.   

 

October 

 

 The Monetary Authority of Brunei and the Bank Association of Brunei announced the 

extension of a waiver for online bank transfer fees and charges until March 31, 2021 

because of the ongoing economic burden caused by Covid-19. 

 

 On October 3, Brunei began charging land border travelers for entry and exit into the 

country. 

 

 The government reminded the public on October 20 to adhere to health guidelines to curb 

the spread of Covid-19 when attending mosques and religious halls during Maulidur 

Rasul, celebrating the birth of the prophet Muhammad, on October 29. 

 

September 

 

 Brunei and Singapore established a “green lane” on September 1 for essential business 

and official travel between the two countries. 

 

 Brunei on September 4 announced that foreigners would be allowed to enter the country 

for essential travel from September 15. It also reduced the isolation period for travelers 

from low-risk countries. 

 

 Brunei announced it was increasing the limit for social and public gatherings from 200 to 

350 people beginning September 7. 

 

August 

 

 Brunei resumed direct flights with Hangzhou, China, on August 4, its first direct flights 

with the Chinese mainland after the Covid-19 pandemic cut air connection between the 

two countries. 

 

 As of August 17, the government is allowing mass gatherings of up to 200 people. 

Restrictions on public facilities, mosques, and schools have also been eased. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-09/30/c_139410397.htm
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/10/01/brunei-starts-imposing-exit-entry-charge-on-travellers-at-border-posts/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/10/20/brunei-govt-tell-people-to-adhere-to-covid-19-health-guidelines-for-coming-holiday
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/singapore-and-brunei-establish-green-lane-for-essential-travel/
https://thescoop.co/2020/09/04/one-new-imported-coronavirus-case-detected-as-more-restrictions-lifted/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-08/04/c_139264816.htm
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/08/14/brunei-further-eases-covid-19-related-restrictions


   

 

   

 

 

July 

 

 In-person classes for secondary students resumed on July 4. 

 

 Phase 3 of the government’s reopening plan started on July 6 with the reopening of 

additional public spaces. Public gatherings remained restricted to 50 people.  

 

 Brunei began allowing gatherings of up to 100 people on July 27. Mosques and 

restaurants can now operate at full capacity. 

 

June 

 

 Schools partially reopened on June 2, and childcare and special needs centers resumed 

operations on June 8.  

 

 Phase 2 of the Covid-19 de-escalation plan commenced on June 15. Many public spaces 

and business reopened, and restaurants were allowed to operate at 60 percent capacity.  

 

May  

 

 On May 14, Brunei launched a new contact-tracing app, BruHealth. Businesses and 

members of the public are required to download the app in an effort to track potential 

virus carriers. Roughly 88 percent of the country’s population had registered with the app 

as of June 29. 

 

 Phase 1 of the government’s plan to ease Covid-19 measures started in certain areas on 

May 16, beginning with social distancing and the reopening of businesses like sports 

facilities and markets. 

 

April 

 

 Brunei on April 30 issued iMSafe tracking bracelets to all Covid-19 patients under home 

quarantine and those already recovered.    

 

March 

 

 On March 16, citizens, foreign residents, and green card holders in the country were 

barred from leaving without permission from the Prime Minister’s office.  

 

 Brunei banned all foreign visitors on March 24. 

 

Economic Response  

 

April 

  

https://thescoop.co/2020/07/23/brunei-proceeds-to-final-phase-of-de-escalation-plan-on-july-27/
https://thescoop.co/2020/05/21/brunei-partially-reopens-schools-on-june-2-as-coronavirus-concerns-ease/
http://www.moh.gov.bn/SitePages/bruhealth.aspx
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/15/c_139057543.htm
https://thescoop.co/2020/04/04/covid-19-live-updates-2/


   

 

   

 

 On April 1, the Ministry of Finance and Economy announced additional steps to aid 

SMEs and individuals affected by the pandemic, amounting to about $1.7 million in the 

form of deferment of principal or loan repayment and exemptions from fees and charges.  

 

 On April 13, Brunei announced a special $400 monthly allowance for health care 

workers, including doctors, nurses, volunteers, hospital cleaners, and security guards. 

 

March  

 

 On March 19, the Brunei Darussalam Monetary Authority announced measures to 

alleviate the financial burden on sectors hit hard by the pandemic, including a six-month 

deferment of principal repayments of financing and loans for tourism, hospitality, food, 

air transport, and medical supplies industries.  

 

Economic Projections 

 

 On October 14, the IMF lowered Brunei’s GDP growth projections for 2020 to 0.1 

percent, down from 3.9 percent growth in 2019. 

 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) projects 2020 GDP growth to be 1.4 percent but 

predicts that the economy will rebound in 2021 with 3 percent growth. 

 

 Brunei’s economy grew 2.8 percent year-on-year in the second quarter, according to data 

released by the Centre for Strategic and Policy Studies (CSPS) in October. 

 
 The CSPS report also indicated that the unemployment rate declined to 7.9 percent in 

September, after peaking at a record high of 14.7 percent in April. 

 

 The ADB projects 2020 inflation to be 1.4 percent and predicts that the 2021 rate will be 

1 percent. 

 

Cambodia 

 

Cambodia has reported few cases and zero deaths despite weak health infrastructure and an 

initially slow response. This has led to widespread speculation that infections have been 

undercounted. However, the government has proceeded with plans to reopen the economy, 

having already reopened places of worship, schools, and many businesses. Cambodia has also 

resumed flights with some Chinese cities and several other countries in Southeast Asia.  

 

Public Health Response 

 

November 

 

 Cambodia on November 2 reopened schools nationwide with limits on class size and 

operating hours. 

 

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2020/03/31/brunei-rolls-out-added-stimulus-package-for-those-affected-by-covid-19
https://thescoop.co/2020/04/14/hm-announces-special-400-monthly-allowance-for-healthcare-workers/
https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2020/04/brunei-darussalam-government-and-institution-measures-in-response-to-covid.html#2
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
http://www.csps.org.bn/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Brunei-Economic-Update-October-2020.pdf
http://www.csps.org.bn/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Brunei-Economic-Update-October-2020.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-cambodia-reopens-schools-after-shutdown-in-march-13440868


   

 

   

 

 On November 9, the Health Ministry closed karaoke parlors, beer gardens, museums, 

cinemas, and other entertainment venues. 
 

 The Education Ministry re-closed schools for two weeks starting on November 10 in 

Phnom Penh and Kandal. 
 

 On November 11, the Interior Ministry banned all state-organized events in Phnom Penh 

and Kandal for two weeks. 
 

October  

 

 The Cambodian Ministry of Education on October 12 announced that public universities 

will be able to reopen so long as they follow the Standard Opening Procedures outlined 

by the government.  
 

 

September 

 

 The Ministry of Health on September 1 announced plans to build four quarantine 

facilities, which will be used as isolation centers for Cambodians returning from 

overseas.  

 

 On September 1, the Cambodian government approved construction of a medical mask 

and glove factory to encourage the garment sector to produce face masks, medical 

equipment, and protective clothing for domestic consumption and export.  

 

 Flights resumed between Cambodia and Beijing on September 3. Some airlines resumed 

flights between Phnom Penh and Singapore, Fuzhou, and Kunming a day later. 

 

 On September 8, Cambodia lifted its ban on gatherings at mosques. 

 

 Cambodia reopened mosques and churches on September 12. 

 

 Angkor Air resumed regular flights starting on September 15. 

 

 Flights between Vietnam and Cambodia are expected to resume the week of September 

21. 

 

 Minister of Education Hang Chuon Naron confirmed on September 22 that the ministry is 

ready to ask Prime Minister Hun Sen to begin the third and final phase of school 

reopenings. 
 

August 

 

https://www.voacambodia.com/a/cambodia-s-new-virus-rules-restrain-holiday-celebrations/5653654.html
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/cambodia-s-new-virus-rules-restrain-holiday-celebrations/5653654.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/cambodia-bans-state-organised-events-in-capital-over-covid-19-13516040
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/cambodia-allows-public-universities-to-reopen/188554.vnp
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50759071/ministry-to-build-four-quarantine-centres/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50759270/new-masks-and-gloves-factory-to-employ-3000/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/international-flights-to-beijing-resume-after-five-months-as-china-eases-covid-19
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/760389/some-airlines-resume-flights-to-and-from-phnom-penh/
https://english.cambodiadaily.com/health/cambodia-lifts-the-ban-on-muslims-gathering-at-their-mosques-imposed-due-to-covid-19-168996/
https://english.cambodiadaily.com/health/cambodia-reopens-mosques-after-eased-covid-19-situation-169217/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50763484/churches-allowed-to-reopen-after-six-month-closure-due-to-pandemic/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50763565/cambodia-angkor-air-announces-resumption-of-flights-from-tuesday-september-15/
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/asia-today-vietnam-resume-international-flights-73041814
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50765624/ministry-ready-to-open-schools-for-all/


   

 

   

 

 The Ministry of Education on August 4 released a set of standard operating procedures in 

advance of the first phase of school reopenings.  

 

 Cambodia on August 5 announced that incoming foreign diplomats and NGO officials 

would be tested for Covid-19 upon arrival and would need to possess a health certificate 

from their host country certifying their Covid-19-free status within 72 hours of their 

departure. 

 

 Cambodia on August 6 allowed cinemas and art facilities to reopen following their 

closure in March.  

 

 The Ministry of Education on August 10 announced that high school exit exams will take 

place in December and that schools for Grade 12 students will reopen in September.  

 

 The government on August 12 temporarily suspended all flights from the Philippines 

following a series of imported cases.  

 

 Cambodia on August 14 announced that it was cancelling its three-day Water Festival 

scheduled for late October to prevent the spread of Covid-19.  

 

 Prime Minister Hun Sen on August 15 announced that Cambodia was establishing Covid-

19 test laboratories in Sihanoukville, Siem Reap, and Battambang. 

 

 Cambodia and Japan on August 22 announced they would ease travel restrictions 

between the two countries as early as September. 

 

 The Ministry of Education on August 26 announced that kindergartens and primary 

schools could reopen in September. 

 

July 

 

 All persons entering the country were placed under quarantine for 14 days. 

 

 Cambodia’s Ministry of Health on July 25 announced that it was banning all incoming 

flights from Indonesia and Malaysia effective August 1 after a spike in imported cases.  

 

June 

 

 The government lifted cross-border travel restrictions with Vietnam on June 22.  

 

 Since June 11, visitors have been required to pay a $3,000 deposit to cover any 

coronavirus-related services and must have $50,000 in travel insurance. The deposits are 

returned only if all passengers on an inbound flight test negative for the virus. 

 

May 

 

https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50751786/sop-released-ahead-of-phase-one-school-reopening/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50752174/diplomats-international-ngo-officials-will-have-samples-tested-upon-arrival/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-08/06/c_139270822.htm
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50754506/students-anxious-as-ministry-announces-december-exams/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50753943/flights-from-philippines-banned-as-13-infected-fly-in-from-manila/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50754872/three-day-water-festival-cancelled/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50755337/cambodia-to-set-up-more-labs-for-covid-19-tests/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/08/23/national/japan-cambodia-coronavirus-travel-restrictions/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/07/26/cambodia-ban-flights-from-malaysia-and-indonesia-reports-23-new-virus-cases
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50736881/cambodia-lifts-cross-border-travel-restrictions-with-vietnam/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1937796/visitors-to-cambodia-must-pay-3-000-deposit
https://www.embassyofcambodiadc.org/embassy-updates/notice-on-pricing-policy-for-covid-19-test-quarantine-and-treatment-services-to-foreign-travelers-entry-to-cambodia-at-public-hospital


   

 

   

 

 On May 20, Hun Sen lifted the ban on arrivals from Iran, Italy, Germany, Spain, France, 

and the United States until further notice. 

 

April 

 

 On April 10, the Cambodian National Assembly passed a law granting Prime Minister 

Hun Sen greater powers to combat the Covid-19 pandemic by monitoring 

communications and social media and restricting the distribution of information. 

 

 Between January and late April, the government arrested at least 30 people on charges of 

spreading “fake news” related to the outbreak. Twelve of them were linked to the 

dissolved Cambodian National Rescue Party. This raised concerns about human rights 

violations and the martial power granted to Hun Sen without oversight. 

 

March 

 

 Cambodia on March 16 announced nationwide school closures. 

  

 Borders with neighboring countries were closed off in late March, after Laos, Thailand, 

and Vietnam suspended cross-border activities with Cambodia.  

 

Economic Response  

 

October 

 

 Cambodia on October 26 announced it had allocated $31 million in Covid-19 assistance 

for the third round of its IDPoor system, aimed at benefitting nearly 700,000 families 

through December. 

 

August  

 

 Cambodia on August 3 announced that it was extending out-of-work allowances for 

workers in the garment, footwear, and hospitality industries until October. 

 

 Cambodia’s National Committee for Counter Trafficking on August 12 launched a $1 

million initiative to support migrant workers who were forced to return to the country due 

to Covid-19 border closures.  

 

July 

  

 The Cambodian government on July 8 allocated $1.2 billion for Covid-19 recovery, with 

$564 million earmarked for health and social assistance and $600 million for economic 

support through lending to SMEs. Some $100 million has been set aside for job training 

for suspended workers. 

 

https://www.flightglobal.com/cambodia-lifts-entry-ban-on-six-nationalities-as-covid-19-ebbs/138470.article
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-cambodia/cambodia-adopts-law-to-allow-for-emergency-powers-to-tackle-coronavirus-idUSKCN21S0IW
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/29/cambodia-covid-19-spurs-bogus-fake-news-arrests
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/704526/cambodia-almost-sealed-off-after-borders-close/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/704526/cambodia-almost-sealed-off-after-borders-close/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50776774/government-allocates-over-31-million-more-for-idpoor-scheme/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50750933/govt-continues-out-of-work-aid/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50754001/covid-19-relief-for-migrant-workers-rolled-out-in-kingdom/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-07/08/c_139197388.htm
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/special-reports/offensive-cambodia-load-loans-stimulate-economy


   

 

   

 

 As of July 21, the fund to support low-income families during Covid-19 through the 

IDPoor system has grown to $28 million.  

 

 Cambodia on July 31 extended its tax holiday for locally registered airlines and tourism-

related businesses through September. 

 

 As of July 31, the government had approved $22 million in loans under its SME Co-

Financing Scheme. 

 

June 

 

 As of June 3, the government had designated $350 million in aid for vulnerable groups 

and modest wage subsidies.  

 

 The government launched a cash relief program on June 24 for 600,000 families 

especially vulnerable to the pandemic. 

 

March  

 

 As of March 30, the Cambodian government was expected to approve around $70 million 

in additional resources for the health sector.  

 

 On March 9, Hun Sen announced the government had allocated between $800 million 

and $2 billion to address the economic impacts of Covid-19. Only “legally registered and 

formally verified” SMEs would receive benefits. This excluded the 95 percent of 

Cambodian SMEs that are informal businesses.  

 

Economic Projections 

 

 On October 14, the IMF lowered Cambodia’s GDP growth projections for 2020 to -2.8 

percent, down from 7 percent growth in 2019. 

 

 The ADB projects 2020 GDP to contract by 4 percent but predicts that the economy will 

rebound in 2021 with 5.9 percent growth. The ADB projects inflation to average 2.1 

percent in 2020 and 1.8 percent in 2021. 

 

 The World Bank on September 28 projected that Cambodia’s GDP will contract by 2 

percent in 2020 and grow by 4.3 percent in 2021. 

 

 A consortium of garment and footwear associations on July 1 announced that 400 

factories have suspended operations due to the Covid-19 pandemic, leaving 

approximately 150,000 workers unemployed in Cambodia’s largest export sector.  

 

 According to the State of Small Businesses survey conducted by Facebook, the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, and the World Bank, 39 

percent of Cambodian SMEs have furloughed workers. 

https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/idpoor-cardholder-list-grows-610000-budget-hits-28m
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50750760/cambodia-extends-tax-holidays-for-airlines-tourism-related-businesses-to-offset-covid-19-impact/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Cambodia-avoids-coronavirus-carnage-but-faces-economic-disaster
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/06/23/cambodia-to-launch-cash-aid-for-over-600000-poor-families-due-to-covid-19
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50708031/only-legal-smes-to-benefit-from-aid-package-ministry/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50708031/only-legal-smes-to-benefit-from-aid-package-ministry/
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/112311563917601421/mpo-khm.pdf
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-07/01/c_139180683.htm
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/business/survey-sheds-light-coronavirus-restricted-smbs


   

 

   

 

 

 Moody’s maintained Cambodia’s credit rating at B2 in May, with a stable economic 

outlook. 

 

 The Tourism Ministry reported during the second week of September that Cambodia had 

lost about $5 billion in tourism revenue due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

 In September, a study conducted by the Future Forum and Angkor Research and 

Consulting revealed that the overall salaries of Cambodians had decreased 30 percent 

from January to April 2020. 

 

Indonesia 

 

Indonesia has once again reclaimed the top spot from the Philippines for the most official 

coronavirus cases in Southeast Asia. While the Indonesian central government has continued to 

ease restrictions despite rapidly increasing case numbers and deaths, local leaders have begun to 

reimpose lockdowns, most notably in Jakarta. Doctors have warned that recent protests against 

the new omnibus bill on job creation could create new coronavirus hotspots. The country seems 

to be giving up on flattening the curve in favor of reopening the economy; however, official 

government and international sources have confirmed that the economy is continuing to contract, 

regardless. 

 

Public Health Response 

 

November 

 

 Jakarta announced on November 13 that it has sought emergency authorization to start a 

mass vaccination campaign by the end of 2020. 
 

 On November 18, the Electronics and Telecommunications Research Center of the 

Indonesian Institute of Sciences released Si-Monic, an individual monitoring system for 

Covid-19 patients, those with suspected cases, and their close contacts. 

 

October 

 

 Jakarta on October 2 announced it would impose controlled isolation for asymptomatic 

Covid-19 patients. 

 

 Minister of Law and Human Rights Yasonna Laoly announced on October 2 that 

Indonesia was preparing an electronic visa system and special counters at airports in 

Jakarta and ferry terminals in Batam to facilitate a proposed travel corridor, or green lane, 

with Singapore.   

 

 Indonesia’s parliament passed a controversial omnibus bill on job creation on October 5, 

sparking nationwide protests which experts warn could cause new hotspots to emerge. 

 

https://www.moodys.com/research/Moodys-Cambodias-credit-profile-balances-disruptions-to-growth-and-trade--PBC_1229935
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2020/09/624599/cambodia-urges-foreign-tourists-not-cancel-trips
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50762432/grim-findings-on-wages-after-covid-19-struck/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia-presiden/exclusive-indonesia-to-start-mass-covid-19-vaccination-this-year-president-idUSKBN27T11H
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/11/18/lipi-techs-develop-covid-19-tracing-device-to-reduce-reproduction-rate.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/01/jakarta-to-impose-controlled-isolation-for-asymptomatic-patients.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/singapore-indonesia-reciprocal-green-lane-visa-special-counters-13179998
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/protests-strikes-greet-indonesias-controversial-omnibus-bill/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/09/idi-warns-of-new-covid-19-clusters-from-jobs-law-protests.html


   

 

   

 

 Indonesia’s Food and Drug Monitoring Agency on October 6 approved the emergency 

use of antiviral drugs to treat Covid-19 patients.  

 
 Jakarta governor Anies Baswedan on October 11 once again relaxed large-scale social 

restrictions (PSBB) in the capital, starting another transitional phase despite there being 

no significant decrease in new Covid-19 cases. 

 

 On October 21, two major cinema chains reopened for the public in Jakarta. 

 

 On October 26, a reciprocal green lane between Singapore and Indonesia opened at 

Soekarno-Hatta International Airport for diplomatic missions and essential business trips. 

 

 The Law and Human Rights Ministry on October 27 launched an online visa application 

for foreign citizens who wish to enter Indonesia. 

 

 Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga Hartarto confirmed on October 28 

that Indonesia had secured a commitment of 100 million vaccine doses from 

AstraZeneca, 3 million doses from Sinovac Biotech, 15 million from China National 

Pharmaceutical Group (Sinopharm), and 100,000 from CanSino Biotech. 

 

September 

 

 Governor Anies announced on September 2 that the city will require Covid-19 patients in 

the capital to quarantine at coronavirus referral center hospitals rather than requesting 

individuals to self-quarantine. 

 

 On September 3, President Jokowi established a national team to assist with vaccine 

development. The government plans to set aside $2.5 billion for vaccine procurement 

next year.  

 

 On September 8, the Ministry of Health began large-scale trials of Covid-19 plasma 

therapy.  

 

 Jakarta on September 9 announced it would reimpose large-scale social restrictions 

effective September 14 amid rising case numbers in the capital. The restrictions are less 

stringent than the first lockdown in April and allow for some non-essential workplaces to 

operate if they meet specific conditions.  

 

 The Indonesian government on September 10 announced it would deploy personnel from 

the military, national police, and public order agencies to enforce mask-wearing 

protocols.  

 

 Governor Ridwan Kamil on September 14 announced that West Java would implement 

“micro-scale” social restrictions in Covid-19 red zones in Jakarta’s satellite cities of 

Bogor, Depok, and Bekasi.  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/06/bpom-approves-emergency-use-of-antiviral-drugs-to-treat-covid-19-patients.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/11/jakarta-returns-to-transitional-psbb-as-anies-claims-flattened-covid-19-curve.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/21/more-movie-theaters-resume-operations-in-october.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/jakartas-main-airport-sets-special-lanes-for-indonesia-singapore-travelers
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/27/indonesia-launches-e-visa-for-foreign-visitors.html?src=mostviewed&pg=news/2020/10/29/jokowi-meets-with-pompeo-seeks-to-secure-gsp-extension-for-indonesia.html
https://jakartaglobe.id/business/vaccine-plan-with-astrazeneca-is-still-on-airlangga
https://www.thejakartapost.com/travel/2020/09/02/garuda-indonesia-resumes-flights-to-china-amid-eased-restrictions.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/08/jokowi-forms-national-team-to-accelerate-vaccine-development.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/09/indonesia-begins-large-scale-trials-of-covid-19-blood-plasma-therapy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/09/jakarta-reimposes-psbb-orders-people-to-stay-home.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-jakarta-imposes-social-restrictions-again-measures-are-less-strict-than-the
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-jakarta-imposes-social-restrictions-again-measures-are-less-strict-than-the
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-to-enforce-mandatory-mask-wearing-operation-nationwide
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/15/west-java-to-apply-micro-scale-restrictions-in-jakartas-satellite-cities.html


   

 

   

 

 

 The Indonesian Mosque Council on September 16 called on mosques in Jakarta to halt 

Friday prayer services. This followed a September 10 statement from the Indonesian 

Ulema Council advising Muslims in Covid-19 hotspots to pray at home.  

 

 Indonesia on September 16 signed an agreement with United Nations International 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on the procurement of Covid-19 vaccine under the COVAX 

Facility vaccine allocation plan led by the WHO. 

 

 As of September 19, 30 hotels in Jakarta are prepared to quarantine asymptomatic 

coronavirus cases. 

 

 Beginning on September 26, stricter regulations will be enforced to ensure Covid-19 

health protocols are followed during campaigning events for the December regional 

elections.  

 

 On September 21, the government increased the number of deployed police and military 

personnel to enforce Covid-19 protocols.  

 

 In late September, Governor Anies set up three new isolation centers in Jakarta. 

 

 The national Covid-19 task force on September 28 added Aceh and Bali to its list of 

prioritized provinces as they both see rising daily case tallies. 

 

 The West Java administration on September 30 extended large-scale social restrictions in 

Bogor, Depok, and Bekasi until October 27. 
 

August 

 

 President Jokowi issued new presidential instructions on August 4 subjecting individuals 

and businesses that violate Covid-19 protocols to legal sanctions. 

 

 China’s Sinovac Biotech on August 11 launched a trial involving as many as 1,620 

patients in Indonesia for a Covid-19 vaccine candidate developed with Indonesia’s state-

owned Bio Farma. 

 

 Indonesia agreed to create a travel corridor arrangement with South Korea for essential 

business trips between the two countries starting on August 17.  

 

 Indonesia on August 22 signed an agreement with China’s Sinovac Biotech for 50 

million doses of Covid-19 vaccine concentrate. 

 

 On August 24, Bali announced that it will ban foreign tourists for the rest of 2020, 

scrapping an earlier plan to reopen the island to foreigners. 

 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/15/mosque-council-calls-for-halt-to-mass-friday-prayers-during-psbb-in-jakarta.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesias-islamic-council-advises-muslims-to-pray-at-home-as-covid-19-cases-continue
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/16/indonesia-unicef-sign-agreement-on-covid-19-vaccine-procurement-under-covax-facility.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/22/30-hotels-in-jakarta-ready-to-quarantine-asymptomatic-covid-19-cases-phri.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/22/govt-election-organizers-agree-to-restrict-mass-gatherings-during-regional-elections.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/20/indonesian-military-deployed-for-coronavirus-fight.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/28/jakarta-sets-up-three-new-isolation-centers-as-covid-19-cases-continue-to-rise.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/28/covid-19-aceh-bali-added-to-list-of-prioritized-provinces.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/30/west-java-extends-psbb-in-bodebek-to-october-27.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/06/jokowi-orders-nationwide-enforcement-of-covid-19-protocols-sanctions.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia-vaccine/sinovac-launches-phase-3-trial-for-covid-19-vaccine-in-indonesia-reports-phase-2-details-idUSKCN2570E9
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-signs-agreement-with-sinovac-for-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53900565


   

 

   

 

July 

 

 Government ministries on July 8 announced guidelines for cultural events as museums, 

theaters, and galleries prepare to resume normal operations by month’s end.   

 

 The WHO warned in a July 15 report that Jakarta is the only part of the country to meet 

its benchmark of 1 test per 1,000 people per week. Indonesia has one of the lowest testing 

rates in the world.     

 

 Jakarta governor Anies Baswedan on July 30 extended large-scale social restrictions 

(PSBB) by another two weeks, until August 13. 

 

 Despite hitting a record daily increase in deaths on July 22, the government announced it 

would no longer be holding daily official briefings. 

 

 Polls show that public trust in the government’s handling of the pandemic decreased from 

June to July. Most Indonesians disapprove of PSBB. 

 

 Indonesia’s Covid-19 task force on July 29 called for workplaces to implement work-

from-home policies, following a spike in coronavirus clusters in offices 

 

June  

 

 On June 2, the government canceled the hajj pilgrimage, which over 200,000 Indonesians 

were preparing to make. 

 

 Airlines resumed domestic flights for all passengers on June 10. 

 

May 

 

 Jokowi announced on May 26 that 350,000 army and police personnel had been deployed 

across four provinces and 25 cities, including Jakarta, to “discipline citizens and make the 

society abide” by PSBB. 

 

 On May 4, Jokowi announced a five-point plan to anticipate the second wave of the 

outbreak: (1) an evaluation of PSBB; (2) testing, contact tracing, and isolation goals for 

provinces under PSBB; (3) stricter monitoring of migrant workers; (4) a stronger social 

safety net for low-income families; and (5) a hotline for feedback on the government’s 

handling of the pandemic. 

 

March 

 

 On March 31, the government declared a “public health emergency,” allowing regional 

administrations to impose social restrictions like closing schools and workplaces and 

limiting religious and public gatherings. Indonesia declared the Covid-19 outbreak a 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/08/ministries-release-health-guidelines-for-cultural-creative-sectors.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/19/indonesias-virus-cases-deaths-accelerate-after-reopening.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/20/jakarta-must-do-better-as-it-extends-psbb-transition.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/22/covid-19-indonesia-posts-highest-daily-death-toll-yet-with-139-fatalities.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/21/public-trust-in-jokowis-covid-19-response-declines-survey-finds.html?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=e565389749-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e565389749-
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/21/majority-of-indonesians-no-longer-want-psbb.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/29/covid-19-task-force-calls-for-workplaces-to-implement-wfh-as-office-clusters-spike.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/indonesia-lion-air-garuda-health-protocols-distancing-covid-19-12822088
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/jokowis-new-fivepoint-plan-anticipates-second-wave-of-pandemic
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3077631/coronavirus-indonesias-widodo-plans-stricter-social


   

 

   

 

“non-natural national disaster,” but the implementation of quarantines and lockdowns 

have varied significantly by location.  

 

 On March 31, the Indonesian government announced a temporary ban on all foreign 

visitors. 

 

Economic Response 

 

November 

 

 President Jokowi signed the controversial omnibus bill on job creation into law on 

November 2. His administration has argued that the law will help Indonesia recover from 

the economic devastation of Covid-19. The law has been met with nationwide protests 

since its introduction last month. 
 

 On November 5, the government adjusted its stimulus budget to include the 

establishment of a $1 million sovereign wealth fund which will be used to fund vaccine 

procurement and the establishment of agricultural plantations. 

 

 Indonesia accepted a $1 billion loan from Australia on November 12 to fund pandemic 

response efforts.  

 

 On November 19, Bank Indonesia cut its benchmark interest rate for the fifth time this 

year to 3.75 percent. 

 

October 

 

 The Indonesian government on October 2 announced it had spent $20.5 billion of the 

funds allocated for Covid-19 stimulus, or about 44 percent of the total recovery budget. 

  

 The Indonesian House of Representatives on October 5 passed its controversial omnibus 

bill on job creation, with cabinet officials arguing the bill is necessary for post-pandemic 

economic recovery.  

 

 On October 16, the Tourism Ministry announced plans to set aside $8 million to provide 

free cleanliness, health, safety, and environment certification for businesses across 

Indonesia to increase tourism. 
 

 On October 21, the Cooperatives and Small and Medium Enterprises Ministry gave small 

grants of about $160 each to more than 50,000 businesses in Garut regency, West Java. 

 

 The Tourism and Creative Economy Ministry announced plans to start disbursing $224 

million in grants on October 26 to help the tourism industry recover from the pandemic.   

 

September 

 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/14/jokowi-declares-covid-19-national-disaster-gives-task-force-broader-authority.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Jokowi-signs-controversial-omnibus-bill-into-law
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/21/economic-recovery-depends-on-stimulus-omnibus-bills-sri-mulyani.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54460090
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/11/05/govt-tweaks-stimulus-budget-to-include-funding-for-sovereign-wealth-fund-food-estate-program.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/11/12/indonesia-signs-1-billion-loan-with-australia-to-fund-pandemic-response.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/11/19/bank-indonesia-delivers-surprise-cut-to-revive-shrinking-economy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/01/govt-spends-44-of-recovery-budget-up-to-september-health-spending-lags.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/05/omnibus-bill-on-job-creation-passed-into-law-despite-opposition.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/travel/2020/10/15/we-love-bali-program-among-efforts-to-boost-balis-tourism-industry.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/21/govt-distributes-cash-aid-to-thousands-of-small-businesses-in-garut.html


   

 

   

 

 Indonesia in early September launched micro-loans for female entrepreneurs from low-

income families in order to to assist with Covid-19 recovery, with approximately $67.5 

million disbursed by October 3.  

 

 The National Disaster Mitigation Agency on September 8 announced it will assist the 

Health Ministry in setting a price ceiling for Covid-19 swab tests following numerous 

complaints over the high price for tests in many private testing facilities.   

 

 Coordinating Economic Affairs Minister Airlangga Hartarto on September 14 said that 

the government has only spent $15.9 billion of funds earmarked for Covid-19 economic 

stimulus, or 34 percent of the allocated budget. 

 

August 

 

 On August 6, the National Economic and Covid-19 Recovery Committee announced the 

government will send workers earning less than $340 per month payments of $40 each 

month from September through December. 

 

 On August 17, the public works and housing ministry announced it will speed up 

employment schemes to spur economic recovery. It will disburse about $776 million 

through a regular cash-for-work program and $44 million for a public employment 

scheme.  

 

 President Jokowi on August 25 launched an economic assistance program for micro 

businesses, disbursing about $160 million to 1 million small business.   

 

July 

 

 A new National Covid-19 Mitigation and Economic Recovery Committee was 

established on July 21 to resuscitate the economy.  

 

May 

  

 Minister of Finance Sri Mulyani Indrawati on May 18 announced $43 billion in economic 

stimulus. The funds will be used to support state-owned enterprises, subsidize loan 

repayments for approximately 60 million borrowers, and strengthen social safety net 

programs, among other things. 

 

March 

  

 On March 13, the Indonesian government issued its second emergency stimulus package 

worth $8.1 billion. This included exempting some workers in manufacturing from income 

taxes and giving manufacturing companies a discount on corporate tax payments. 

 

 On March 31, President Jokowi introduced Indonesia’s third stimulus package worth 

nearly $25 billion for health care spending, social protection, and tax incentives. 

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-extends-interest-free-loans-to-women-including-housewives-to-sustain-low
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/09/indonesia-to-set-price-ceiling-for-cpovid-19-swab-tests.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/14/just-34-of-indonesias-stimulus-budget-spent-six-months-into-pandemic.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/06/govt-to-provide-rp-600000-monthly-payments-to-employees-earning-less-than-rp-5-million-per-month.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/18/ministry-to-expand-public-employment-scheme-in-q3-infrastructure-projects.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/25/government-disburses-163m-for-micro-businesses.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-forms-new-high-powered-team-to-revive-economy-amid-pandemic?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=5b64b7842f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-5b64b7842f-
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/18/govt-rolls-out-43b-stimulus-in-bid-to-rescue-economy.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-03/13/c_138875484.htm
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia/indonesia-rolls-out-nearly-25-billion-more-spending-for-coronavirus-idUSKBN21I121
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/03/31/world/asia/31reuters-health-coronavirus-indonesia.html


   

 

   

 

 

February  

 

 The government announced a stimulus package worth $725 million on February 25, 

2020, which provides fiscal incentives to support the country’s tourism, aviation, and 

property industries. The package also allocated $324 million for low-income households.  

 

Economic projections 

 

 Indonesia’s Central Agency on Statistics (BPS) confirmed on August 5 that Indonesia's 

economy contracted for the first time in 20 years in the second quarter, putting the 

archipelago at serious risk of a Covid-19-induced recession. The country’s real GDP 

plunged 5.32 percent in the three months ending in June from a year earlier. 

 

 The IMF in October revised its projection for Indonesia’s 2020 economic performance to 

a deeper recession of -1.5 percent growth. The IMF expects the Indonesian economy to 

rebound to 6 percent growth in 2021. 

 

 The ADB on September 15 projected that Indonesia’s GDP would contract by 1 percent 

in 2020 and grow by 5.3 percent in 2021. 

 
 Indonesia on September 22 revised its 2020 GDP outlook to between -1.7 and -0.6 

percent. 

 
 The World Bank on September 28 predicted Indonesia’s GDP would contract by 1.6 

percent in 2020 and rebound to 4.4 percent in 2021, lower than its pre-Covid growth 

level. 

 

 The Ministry of National Development Planning projects that the 2020 unemployment 

rate will reach 9.2 percent, up from 5.2 percent in 2019.  

 

 S&P on April 17 revised Indonesia’s credit rating outlook from “stable” to “negative.” 

 

 Indonesia recorded $13 billion in exports in August, down 4.6 percent from July and 

down 8.3 percent annually. 

 

 According to Indonesia’s Finance Ministry, government revenue fell by 13.5 percent 

year-on-year to $68.1 billion. 

 

 Since March, 78.5 percent of the total registered workers in the tourism industry have 

been furloughed or laid off. 
 

Laos 

 

Laos, the most rural country in Southeast Asia, was also the last to report its first Covid-19 

infection. Despite the country’s almost non-existent health care system, it has avoided a major 

https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/indonesia-unveils-stimulus-package-to-combat-coronavirus-impact/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Indonesia-s-economy-contracts-for-first-time-in-20-years?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=2f224748fd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-2f224748fd-
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
https://www.straitstimes.com/business/economy/indonesia-sees-deeper-contraction-for-2020-than-earlier-forecast
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/963481563917599502/mpo-idn.pdf
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2020/06/22/indonesia-warns-unemployment-to-spike-due-to-pandemic
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia-ratings/sp-revises-indonesias-credit-rating-outlook-to-negative-amid-virus-outbreak-idUSKBN21Z1OC
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/15/slow-global-economic-recovery-haunts-indonesian-exports.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/17/virus-spending-lower-revenue-may-weaken-indonesias-credit-quality-moodys.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/indonesias-tourism-industry-suffers-more-than-95b-losses-due-to-covid-19-pandemic


   

 

   

 

outbreak. Geography and demographics may be important factors here: Laos is relatively 

sparsely populated and surrounded by neighbors which have managed to contain the virus 

relatively well. In an effort to boost its economy, Laos has already resumed travel to several 

countries in Southeast Asia and encouraged domestic tourism. 

 

Public Health Response 

 

October 

 

 Laos on October 2 announced that it has extended its Covid-19 prevention measures until 

the end of the month. However, the country will also allow tourist charter flights from 

countries where there is no community transmission of the virus. 

 

 As of October 18, those entering Laos are required to obtain a certificate indicating they 

have tested negative for Covid-19 within 72 hours of arrival.  

 

 On October 26, Laos announced the temporary reopening of some local border crossings 

to facilitate cross-border trade. 

 

 On October 26, Laos announced it would launch a fast-track immigration service for 

Chinese nationals effective the following week. 

 

September 

 

 The Lao government on September 1 announced that it would continue to suspend the 

issuance of tourist visas for incoming visitors from or transiting via countries with 

ongoing Covid-19 outbreaks.  

 

 Laos kicked off its new in-person school year on September 2. Prime Minister Thongloun 

Sisoulith mandated that students sit at least three feet from each other and that schools 

install handwashing basins, provide soap and face masks, and take temperature checks. 

 

 The Lao Thiao Lao marketing campaign was launched on September 11 to boost 

domestic tourism.  

 

 The Lao Ministry of Health on September 16 began requiring all individuals entering 

Laos to be checked and sent to a quarantine center for 14 days.  

 

 Flights between Vietnam and Laos resumed the week of September 21. 

 

August 

 

 The Lao government on August 1 announced it would continue to implement Covid-19 

prevention measures through August, including the closure of entertainment venues and 

border crossings and the suspension of the issuance of tourist and visitor visas. Shuttle 

flights have also been suspended.  

https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/10/03/laos-eases-covid-19-neasures-to-allow-charter-flights
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/10/02/laos-eases-covid-19-prevention-measures-to-stir-economy
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/10/18/laos-strict-rules-to-enter-country-says-covid-19-task-force
https://web.archive.org/web/20201027141947/http:/www.vientianetimes.org.la/sub-new/Previous_208/freeContent/FreeConten_Govtre_208.php
aid:%20https://web.archive.org/web/20201027142057/http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/sub-new/Previous_205/freeContent/FreeConten_Unicef_205.php
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/sub-new/Previous_169/freeContent/FreeConten_Govt_169.php
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-09/02/c_139337873.htm
https://laotiantimes.com/2020/09/13/lao-thiao-lao-campaign-launched-to-boost-domestic-tourism/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-09/16/c_139372850.htm
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/asia-today-vietnam-resume-international-flights-73041814
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/08/01/laos-govt-suspends-shuttle-flights--due-to-covid-19-fear


   

 

   

 

 

 Japan and Laos on August 23 agreed to ease travel restrictions between the two countries 

as early as September.  

 

June 

 

 Laos continued its easing of Covid-19 restrictions on June 1 with the reopening of night 

markets and some restaurants.  

 

 On June 11, Laos declared victory over Covid-19 with just 19 total cases since March.  

 

May 

 

 On May 4, the government permitted restaurants and malls to reopen. Offices were 

allowed to reopen if they adopted rotating shifts.  

 

 On May 18, authorities announced more businesses could operate, including some 

schools and sport activities. 

 

 The government lifted restrictions on inter-provincial travel on May 18. 

 

March  

 

 On March 30, Laos issued a national stay-at-home order except for essential outings.  

 

 Laos banned international travel beginning March 30, with exceptions for diplomats and 

other key personnel. 

 

Economic Response  

 

October 

 

 On October 16, the Lao government approved a resolution to stimulate economic growth 

by ramping up manufacturing. 
 

April 

 

 The government approved relief measures on April 10 exempting micro- and small 

businesses from paying income tax for three months. 

 

March 

 

 On March 20, the Lao cabinet approved a preliminary 13-part stimulus package during its 

monthly meeting. Only about $11 million was allocated to Covid-19 prevention and 

control.  

 

https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2020/08/75a44d01faa8-urgent-japan-laos-to-relax-coronavirus-travel-restrictions.html
https://laotiantimes.com/2020/06/11/laos-declares-victory-over-covid-19/
https://www.tilleke.com/resources/laos-imposes-sweeping-covid-19-lockdown-measures
https://www.worldaware.com/covid-19-alert-laos-continues-enforcing-controls-july-8
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-10/19/c_139451619.htm


   

 

   

 

Economic Projections 

  

 The IMF in April lowered Laos’s GDP growth projections for 2020 to 0.7 percent from 

4.7 percent growth in 2019. 

 

 The ADB projects 2020 GDP to contract 2.5 percent but predicts that the economy will 

rebound in 2021 with 4.5 percent growth. 

 
 The World Bank on September 28 predicted that Laos will register its slowest growth rate 

in three decades: between -0.6 percent and -2.4 percent. Growth is expected to rebound in 

2021 to 4.9 percent. 
 

 The Lao government on October 28 announced it expected its economy to grow by 3.3 

percent in 2020. 

 

 The Vientiane Times reported at the end of May that unemployment had surged from 2 

percent to 25 percent due to the virus. 

 

 In May, Fitch Ratings downgraded Laos’s Long-Term Foreign-Currency Issuer Default 

Rating to B- and revised its overall outlook from “Stable” to “Negative.” In August, 

Moody’s downgraded Laos’s issuer rating from B3 to Caa2 and changed its outlook to 

negative. 

 

 Finance Minister Somdy Douangdy speculated in early August that public debt may 

increase to over 65 percent of GDP in 2020 following a sharp fall in national revenue 

collection alongside an increase in government loans due to the pandemic. 

 

 The Lao government on August 29 announced that expects revenue from exports to 

decrease by $483.3 million, or 8.4 percent, compared to 2019.  

 

 On September 3, the country’s foreign exchange reserves reportedly fell below $1 billion. 

 

 

Malaysia 

 

Malaysia’s initial response to the outbreak was nonchalant and complicated by an abrupt change 

in government. In mid-March, the government imposed nationwide restrictions on public 

movement, which were gradually relaxed as the virus was brought under control. But 

unrestricted campaigning in the recent Sabah state election caused Malaysia’s largest spike in 

coronavirus cases to date, which the government has yet to effectively control. Prime Minister 

Muhyiddin Yassin is on shaky political ground after failing to secure royal permission for a state 

of emergency which would have allowed him to pass a 2021 budget without parliamentary 

approval. He now faces calls to resign and will likely face a no-confidence motion when 

Parliament convenes in early November. 

 

Public Health Responses 

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
http://register/
http://register/
https://web.archive.org/web/20201028151012/http:/www.vientianetimes.org.la/freeContent/FreeConten_Economic_210.php
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freeContent/FreeConten_Govt_officials_97.php
https://www.fitchratings.com/research/sovereigns/fitch-revises-laos-outlook-to-negative-affirms-rating-at-b-15-05-2020#:~:text=Fitch%20Ratings%20%2D%20Hong%20Kong%20%2D%2015,Outlook%20to%20Negative%20from%20Stable.
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/laos-government-moodys-downgrades-laoss-080604160.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-08/07/c_139273117.htm
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/08/29/laos-to-lose-us483mil-in-export-revenue-over-covid-19
https://www.ft.com/content/dc3f5981-4fd9-4e3a-9824-5b9ddf70735e


   

 

   

 

 

November 

 

 Senior Minister of Security Ismail Sabri Yaakob on November 7 announced the 

reinstatement of conditional movement control orders in all but three states in peninsular 

Malaysia.  

 

 Malaysia’s education ministry on November 8 announced that all schools would close for 

the remainder of the year beginning November 9.  

 

 The Sarawak state assembly on November 9 unanimously passed a bill providing 

temporary relief from obligations under various state ordinances not covered by the 

Covid-19 Act. 

 

 Senior Minister Ismail on November 10 announced that work from home policies for the 

public and industry sectors had been extended to all states.  

 

 Sabah on November 11 relaxed the state’s conditional movement control order.  

 

 Senior Minister Ismail on November 12 announced that foreign domestic workers 

stranded abroad would be allowed to return to Malaysia for work.  

 

 The Women, Family and Community Development Ministry on November 12 announced 

that public and private childcare centers and nurseries would be allowed to operate under 

the conditional movement control orders. 

 

 Malaysia tightened movement restrictions in Klang Township near Kuala Lumpur on 

November 16 after a Covid-19 outbreak in worker dormitories. 
 

 On November 18, Malaysia’s king declared a state of emergency in a parliamentary 

constituency in Sabah to prevent the holding of a by-election because of fears that it 

would contribute to community spread of the virus. 

 
 Malaysia announced the closure of some Top Glove factories on November 23 following 

a jump in infections. The world’s largest maker of latex gloves has racked up record 

profits this year on skyrocketing demand for its products and protective gear. The closure 

will affect over 5,000 workers. 

 

 The Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture said on November 23 that all vehicles 

traveling within the country’s domestic “green travel bubble” can operate at full 

occupancy. 
 

October 

 

 Malaysia imposed a travel ban between Sabah, which has seen a spike in cases, and the 

rest of the country from October 7 to October 20. 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-malaysia-cmco-reinstated-peninsular-states-13486228
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-schools-close-nov-9-covid-19-cmco-13492442
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/11/09/sarawak-assembly-unanimously-passes-bill-on-covid-19-temporary-measures/1920977
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/11/10/ismail-sabri-039work-from-home039-policy-extended-to-all-states
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/11/10/masidi-sabah039s-mco-to-be-relaxed-from-midnight-on-wednesday-nov-11
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/11/12/domestic-workers-stranded-abroad-can-return-to-malaysia-with-immigrations-g/1922004
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/11/12/childcare-centres-allowed-to-operate-during-cmco-says-rina-harun
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-covid-19-top-glove-workers-movement-control-order-13570106
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3110409/malaysia-declares-coronavirus-emergency-part-sabah-state
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business/covid-19-malaysia-top-glove-close-factories-in-stages-outbreak-13621788
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/11/23/tourism-ministry-vehicles-travelling-within-green-travel-bubble-have-no-res/1925308
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-issues-inter-state-travel-ban-to-and-from-sabah-from-oct-7-20


   

 

   

 

 

 Over 100 schools in the Kota Kinabalu, Penampang, and Putatan areas of Sabah were 

closed on October 7. 
 

 As of October 14, those returning from Sabah to other states before September 27 will 

not have to undergo mandatory Covid-19 tests but are encouraged to do so. Those 

returning after October 11 must undergo mandatory Covid-19 tests. 
 

 Sarawak’s deputy chief minister Douglas Unggah on October 14 announced that the state 

was extending its strict entry procedures through November 15.  
 

 Local authorities in Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya on October 19 reopened parks, subject 

to health protocols like physical distancing.  
 

 Senior Minister Ismail on October 21 announced that work from home orders issued the 

previous day in Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya, Labuan, and the states of Selangor and Sabah 

would only apply to the industrial and public sectors. The Ministry of International Trade 

and Industry also announced that it would exempt workers in accounting, finance, 

administration, law, and planning. 

 

 On October 26, Malaysia extended movement restrictions in Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya, 

and the surrounding state of Selangor for another two weeks amid a record spike in cases. 

 

 On October 29, the city of Johor Bahru was declared a Covid-19 “red zone” but 

authorities did not impose new movement restrictions. 
 

 On October 30, the Malaysian Association of Film Exhibitors announced that it was 

closing all cinema operations nationwide until further notice. 
 

September 

 

 Malaysia barred long-term pass holders who are citizens of India, Indonesia, and the 

Philippines from entering the country effective September 7. 

 

 On September 10, Malaysia reversed its decision on September 7 to bar entry for citizens 

from 28 countries with more than 150,000 coronavirus cases after heavy criticism from 

the business community. 

 

 Muhyiddin announced on September 16 that border controls would be tightened and that 

the government would step up enforcement against illegal immigration. 

 

 Sarawak deputy chief minister Douglas Uggah on September 19 announced that all 

visitors entering the state from neighboring Sabah would be required to take a Covid-19 

PCR test prior to departure.  

 

 Malaysia on September 19 announced it was planning to join the COVAX vaccine plan.  

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/05/cmco-education-ministry-to-close-122-schools-in-sabah-tomorrow/1909849
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/15/covid-19-strict-procedure-to-enter-sarawak-extended-to-nov-15-says-uggah/1913103
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/19/kl-putrajaya-parks-reopen-today-amid-cmco/1914131
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/21/after-confusion-putrajaya-now-says-work-from-home-order-only-for-industrial/1914991
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-covid-19-kl-cmco-extension-record-coronavirus-cases-13376134
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/johor-baru-district-declared-a-covid-19-red-zone-following-spike-in-cases
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/30/covid-19-all-malaysian-cinemas-to-shut-down-until-further-notice/1917808
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-malaysia-india-indonesia-philippines-long-term-pass-13071732
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-relaxes-entry-ban-on-expats-professional-pass-holders-from-23-countries
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-malaysia-entry-ban-countries-uk-france-united-states-13079280
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-covid-19-open-borders-ban-foreign-visitors-13115458
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/sabah-travellers-to-sarawak-must-take-covid-19-pcr-test-three-days-before-departure
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/09/19/m039sia-to-join-covax-vaccine-plan-says-science-technology-and-innovation-ministry


   

 

   

 

 

 Senior Minister Ismail on September 22 announced that voters who have tested positive 

for Covid-19 would be barred from voting in the Sabah state elections. 

 

 Malaysia on September 28 announced it would implement movement restrictions in four 

districts in Sabah after a spike in Covid-19 cases  

 

 Sarawak on September 30 announced it would tighten entry restrictions into the state 

from areas with large numbers of Covid-19 cases.  

 

August 

 

 The wearing of face masks is compulsory in crowded public areas and on public 

transport, not in areas where physical distancing is possible, said Senior Minister Ismail 

on August 3.  

 

 The uptick in cases reported at the end of July turned into a small surge, with Malaysia 

confirming double digits of new cases on August 5. The government is quarantining all 

those infected. 

 

 Prime Minister Muhyiddin launched a new pandemic public awareness campaign on 

August 7. 

 

 Malaysia and Singapore on August 17 reopened their border for the first time in five 

months to long-term pass holders, essential business, and official travelers. 

 

 Muhyiddin said on August 28 that the Recovery Movement Control Order, originally set 

to expire at the end of the month, would be extended to December 31. 

 

July 

 

 Muhyiddin on July 13 reversed a plan to send detained Rohingya refugees back to sea 

after international outcry. He declared that Malaysia would “look for an appropriate 

solution for their situation” and called on Vietnam, as this year’s ASEAN chair, “to play 

a bigger role in addressing the Rohingya refugee crisis.” 

 

 Schools reopened on July 22 for pupils from years one through four. 

 

 On July 23, Senior Minister Ismail ordered mandatory mask-wearing in crowded areas 

and on public transportation, effective August 1. 

 

 Ismail announced on July 21 that all individuals returning to Malaysia from overseas will 

conduct their mandatory quarantine at hotels or quarantine centers beginning July 24.   

 

 Several new local transmissions of the coronavirus appeared at the end of July, ending a 

streak of nearly a month without such cases. 

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/09/23/virus-positive-voters-to-sit-out-polls
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/sabah-malaysia-covid-19-restriction-temco-13156076
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/09/30/s039wak-to-tighten-entry-requirements-for-areas-with-high-covid-19-cases
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-face-masks-compulsory-crowded-public-areas-transport-12986454
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/08/05/covid-19-cases-back-to-double-digits-with-21-new-cases/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-pm-muhyiddin-yassin-to-launch-covid-19-campaign
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Singapore-Malaysia-border-reopening-restores-economic-lifeline?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=aac58571ce-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-aac58571ce-
https://www.thejakartapost.com/travel/2020/08/30/malaysia-extends-covid-19-movement-curbs-to-dec-31-tourists-still-not-allowed-to-enter.html
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/06/23/help-myanmar-deal-with-rohingya-refugee-crisis-muhyiddin-urges-vietnam/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/07/22/school-reopens-for-year-one-to-year-four-in-malaysia-parents-take-covid-19/1887022
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/07/23/wearing-face-masks-in-crowded-places-public-transport-now-mandatory-startin/1887324
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-all-arrivals-into-malaysia-to-serve-quarantine-at-hotels-govt-centres-from
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/07/29/dr-noor-hisham-malaysia-has-13-new-covid-19-cases-eight-imported-five-local/1889259


   

 

   

 

 

June 

 

 Muhyiddin announced that the Conditional Movement Control Order would end on June 

9 and the country would remain under a more relaxed Recovery Movement Control 

Order until August 31.   

 

 Malaysia on June 19 reopened its borders to select groups of foreigners, including 

medical tourists and international students. 

 

 Ismail announced on June 24 that Malaysians would be permitted to host and attend 

social gatherings beginning July 1.  

 

 Restaurants and eateries resumed full operations on June 30 

 

May 

 

 On May 4, Malaysia implemented a Conditional Movement Control Order, which relaxed 

regulations in the original Movement Control Order. This allowed private tertiary 

institutions (but not entertainment businesses, hospitality venues, schools, or religious 

gatherings) to operate under strict conditions.  

 

 All university-level lectures are to be held online with no face-to-face contact allowed 

until the end of 2020. 

 

April 

 

 On April 16, Malaysia denied entry to a boat carrying 200 Rohingya refugees, saying it 

feared they might spread the virus. Human Rights Watch called on Malaysia to better 

fulfill its human rights obligations while adopting public health measures. 

 

March 

 

 Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin enacted a Movement Control Order on March 18. The 

government mobilized the Malaysian Armed Forces to enforce the order, including 

through the use of drones, resulting in the arrest of hundreds of violators. 

 

Economic Response 

 

November 

 

 State-owned oil company Petronas on November 3 approved a $2.4 billion dividend to 

the government to help fight the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-s-movement-control-order-to-go-into-recovery-phase-12813004
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-19/malaysia-partly-reopens-international-borders-with-conditions
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-malaysia-to-allow-weddings-social-events-from-july-1-with-maximum-of-250
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-malaysia-to-allow-weddings-social-events-from-july-1-with-maximum-of-250
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/06/08/malaysia-to-reopen-most-economic-activity-with-virus-outbreak-under-control.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-conditional-movement-control-order-extended-for-another-four-weeks-to-june-9
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/27/higher-education-ministry-all-university-lectures-to-be-online-only-until-e/1869975
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-turns-back-rohingya-boat-over-coronavirus-fears-12652568
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/18/malaysia-allow-rohingya-refugees-ashore
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3077461/coronavirus-hundreds-arrested-malaysia-violating
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business/malaysia-s-petronas-approves-another-us-2-4-billion-government-13460924


   

 

   

 

 Malaysia on November 6 announced that citizens enrolled in the government’s 

mandatory pension fund who lost their jobs would be allowed to make withdrawals of up 

to $120 per month.  

 

 Finance Minister Tengku Zafrul Abdul Aziz on November 6 announced that the 

government plans to add $4.8 billion to a special Covid-19 fund as part of the 2021 

budget.  

 

October  

 

 On October 13, Prime Minister Muhyiddin announced that the 2021 budget will include 

targeted support for economically vulnerable groups during the pandemic. 

 

 Malaysia’s king on October 25 rejected Muhyiddin’s bid to declare a state of emergency 

in order to pass the 2021 budget without the need for parliamentary approval. The budget 

is due November 6. 

 

 On October 29, the Sabah state government announced that it would distribute $72 to 

workers in the tourism industry. 
 

 As of October 30, the Malaysian government had spent approximately $480 million on 

Covid-19 economic recovery assistance in Sabah. Nearly $100 million has been spent on 

delivery of food aid and medical supplies in recent weeks. 
 

September 

 

 Malaysia on September 23 unveiled an additional $2.4 billion in economic stimulus 

targeted at industries and citizens affected by the pandemic. 

 

 Finance Minister Zafrul Abdul Aziz on September 29 stated that wage subsidies 

amounted to approximately $2.9 billion, benefiting more than 2.6 million employees and 

300,000 employers during the pandemic. 

   

August 

 

 On August 13, Malaysia lifted an earlier limit on hiring foreign workers, citing demands 

from local employers.   

 

July 

 

 The Malaysian government on July 29 announced a three-month extension to the loan 

repayment moratorium for those who lost their jobs this year due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 

June 

 

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-allows-pension-fund-withdrawals-to-help-those-who-lost-jobs
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2015391/malaysia-plans-extra-b148bn-for-special-covid-19-fund
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/13/muhyiddin-budget-2021-to-provide-targeted-support-for-economic-vulnerable-g/1912371
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/25/malaysias-king-rejects-pms-push-for-coronavirus-emergency
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/29/sabah-govt-to-provide-rm300-aid-to-tourism-sector-activists-says-state-tour/1917536
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/30/budget-2021-to-focus-on-efforts-to-fight-covid-19-says-pm-muhyiddin/1917762
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-malaysia-unveils-additional-32-billion-economic-stimulus-measures
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/09/29/2.6-million-worker-benefitted-from-wage-subsidy-programme-says-finance-mini/1907779
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-to-lift-limit-on-hiring-of-foreign-labour
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-malaysia-extends-loan-moratorium-for-3-months-lost-jobs-12972772


   

 

   

 

 Malaysia on June 5 launched its fourth stimulus package, valued at $8.2 billion.  

 

April 

 

 The government announced a third stimulus package, worth $2.2 billion, on April 6. It 

included wage subsidies, grants and loans for SMEs, and tax deductions.  

 

March 

 

 Muhyiddin unveiled the country’s second stimulus package, estimated at $53 billion, on 

March 26. It included $23.1 billion for businesses and $2.3 billion in direct cash 

payments for 4 million low-income households. The combined value of the first two 

packages equaled 15.5 percent of Malaysia’s GDP and 84.2 percent of the federal 

government’s original 2020 budget.  

 

February 

 

 Interim prime minister Mahathir Mohamad launched Malaysia’s first stimulus package, 

worth $4.6 billion, on Feb 27 to cushion the blow of Covid-19 for the tourism sector and 

other industries. This included nationwide electricity discounts of 2 percent for industrial, 

commercial, and domestic users, as well as a monetary assistance scheme for employees.  

 

Economic Projections 

 

 On October 14 , the IMF lowered Malaysia’s GDP growth projections for 2020 to -6.0 

percent, down from 4.3 percent in 2019.  

 

 The ADB projects 2020 GDP to contract 5 percent but predicts that the economy will 

rebound in 2021 with 6.5 percent growth. 

 

 Bank Negara Malaysia forecasts Malaysia’s GDP will contract between 3.5 percent and 

5.5 percent in 2020. 

 
 The World Bank on September 28 projected that Malaysia’s GDP would contract by 4.9 

percent in 2020 and grow by 6.3 percent in 2021.  

 

 Unemployment dropped to 4.7 percent in July, following the reopening of economic 

sectors in stages since May. It remained at that level in September. 

  

 On April 9, Fitch affirmed Malaysia’s A- credit rating while revising the country’s 

outlook to negative. 

 

 

Myanmar 

 

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3087732/malaysia-unveils-us82-billion-package-save-jobs-amid-coronavirus
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/06/muhyiddin-unveils-rm10bil-special-stimulus-package
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/11/13/despite-cmco-2.0-bnm-keeps-malaysias-2020-economic-growth-at-3.5pc-to-5.5pc/1922323
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/614991563917602006/mpo-mys.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-malaysia-labour-market-recovery-unemployment-rate-falls-13102138
https://www.fitchratings.com/research/sovereigns/fitch-revises-malaysia-outlook-to-negative-affirms-at-a-09-04-2020


   

 

   

 

Myanmar had maintained some of the region’s lowest case counts until August. But the case 

count accelerated steeply over the past several months, largely due to an outbreak in Rakhine 

state that has since spread to Myanmar’s largest cities. The situation there continues to worsen as 

fears persist that the virus could spread unchecked through the vulnerable Rohingya community. 

The country’s underdeveloped health care system may leave Myanmar unprepared to cope with 

the pandemic should the current wave of infections escalate. Myanmar’s state counselor Daw 

Aung San Suu Kyi has warned that celebrations following her National League for Democracy’s 

success in recent national elections could accelarate the spread of Covid-19. The government’s 

distribution of cash assistance has also come under criticism over allegations that most assistance 

has gone to well-connected business owners.  

 

Public Health Response 

 

November 

 

 Myanmar conducted its general election on November 8 as coronavirus cases soared 

amid a second wave of infections. 

 
October 

 

 On October 8, Yangon’s stay-at-home order was extended for two weeks. Construction 

sites will still be allowed to operate. 

 

 On October 13, officials began conducting health checks of private cars and trucks on the 

Yangon-Mandalay highway and requiring Covid-19-free certificates. 
 

 On October 14, Yangon garment factories were permitted to reopen after instituting 

Covid-19 safety measures. 
 

 On October 27, the government announced that Myanmar’s private hospitals and clinics 

would begin treating Covid-19 patients. 

 

 On October 27, Myanmar’s Foreign Affairs Ministry extended Covid-19 travel 

restrictions until November 30.  

 

 

September 

 

 On September 3, Myanmar imposed a mandatory quarantine and coronavirus test for 

individuals entering Yangon. 

 

 The Union Election Commission on September 8 issued restrictions for campaigning 

ahead of the November elections. Political parties are barred from campaigning in areas 

with stay-at-home orders. 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/myanmar-election-idUSKBN27O02W
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/all-cars-yangon-must-get-covid-19-clearance.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/critical-construction-work-exempted-yangons-covid-19-lockdown.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/all-cars-yangon-must-get-covid-19-clearance.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-reopens-yangon-factories-protect-foreign-investment.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-use-private-hospitals-fight-covid-19.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/09/03/myanmar-seals-off-capital-amid-virus-surge.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/elections/myanmar-election-campaign-muted-covid-19.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/elections/myanmars-election-body-bans-campaigning-covid-19-hit-townships.html


   

 

   

 

 Myanmar tightened lockdown measures in Yangon and Naypyidaw on September 10 to 

curb the rapid spread of Covid-19. New measures include expanding the stay-at-home 

order and closing schools. Businesses, however, remain open.  

 

 Myanmar’s Committee for Prevention, Control and Treatment of Covid-19 banned 

domestic travel effective September 11. 

 

 The government announced on September 15 that it is rushing to build a new field 

hospital in Yangon to cope with Covid-19. 

 

 On September 17, Myanmar’s military announced plans to offer more quarantine beds to 

civilians and have since set up several transit centers. 

 
 On September 21, Myanmar’s Ministry of Health and Sports instructed garment factories 

in Yangon to close for two weeks and ordered other businesses to work from home. 

 

 On September 21, a stay-at-home order was instituted in Yangon. 

 

 On September 24, it was reported that the government is housing more than 45,000 

people in schools, monasteries, government offices, and tower blocks, mostly run by 

volunteers. Those being housed include confirmed and suspected Covid-19 patients, their 

close contacts, and returning migrant workers.  
 

 On September 25, Myanmar extended a ban on international flights until October 31. 

 
August 

 

 Myanmar relaxed social restrictions on August 16, allowing outdoor gatherings of fewer 

than 30 people. 

 

 Myanmar in mid-August detected a small crop of new locally transmitted cases for the 

first time in over a month. 

 

 The government of Rakhine state on August 21 imposed a curfew in the capital Sittwe 

after a spike in cases.  

 

 Japan and Myanmar on August 24 agreed to ease travel restrictions between the two 

countries as early as September.  

 

 The Myanmar Army on August 25 extended a unilateral nationwide ceasefire, excluding 

Rakhine state, until the end of September due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

 Myanmar on August 26 expanded the lockdown of Sittwe to all of Rakhine state.  

 

 Myanmar on August 27 closed government and private high schools due to a surge in 

Covid-19 cases.  

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-bans-domestic-travel-stop-covid-19-spread.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-myanmar-races-build-field-hospital-yangon-surge-cases-13117336
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-military-offers-covid-19-quarantine-beds-civilians.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmars-covid-19-center-yangon-imposes-restrictions-cases-soar.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/21/myanmar-locks-down-yangon-region-after-record-jump-in-covid-cases
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-myanmar-idUSKCN26F0ZY
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/383016/myanmar-authorities-extend-flight-ban-until-october-31-update-24
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-relax-covid-19-gatherings-rule.html?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=6367f0cdaa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-6367f0cdaa-
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/three-local-covid-19-transmissions-reported-myanmars-rakhine-state.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-rakhine-state-capital-curfew-covid-19-cases-spike.html
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2020/08/3e80da35617f-japan-myanmar-agree-to-reopen-borders-for-long-term-residents.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-army-extends-unilateral-nationwide-truce-excluding-rakhine-state.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/all-three-million-in-myanmars-rakhine-state-in-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-closes-govt-private-high-schools-amid-covid-19-surge.html


   

 

   

 

 

 Myanmar on August 29 extended its entry restrictions on all incoming visitors until 

September 30.  

 

July 

 

 Myanmar on July 14 extended its Covid-19 restrictions. A curfew remains in place. All 

citizens are still required to wear masks in public. Gatherings of more than five people 

remain prohibited. 

 

 Borders with China, India, and Thailand remain closed while those with Bangladesh are 

restricted to trade flows. Second Vice President Henry Van Thio announced on July 10 

that the country was unlikely to reopen to international commercial flights until October. 

 

 Myanmar on July 21 reopened over half of its high schools, with the remainder expected 

to reopen in the next month.  

 

 Myanmar on July 29 announced that it would allow outbound air travel for citizens with 

urgent business abroad.  

 

 Myanmar on July 30 again extended various Covid-19 measures, including extending 

entry restrictions for foreigners through August 31. 

 

June 

 

 Long-distance travel within the country resumed in early June, although buses must limit 

the number of passengers.  

 

 Also in early June, restaurants, cafes, tea shops, and markets reopened with social 

distancing guidelines and limited customer capacity. 

 

 On June 29, the government extended restrictions on visas and international flights until 

the end of July.  

  

 With stay-at-home orders lifted for the last remaining township in Yangon on June 30, 

partial lockdown measures were relaxed countrywide. 

 

May 

 

 On May 15, Myanmar extended Covid-19 measures a second time, including the ban on 

public gatherings, school and cinema closures, and visa and international flight 

suspensions. 

 

 The first Covid-19 case was reported on May 15 in the Kutupalong Rohingya refugee 

settlement in Cox’s Bazaar, Bangladesh. As of July 22, 62 cases of Covid-19 have been 

confirmed among Rohingya refugees in Cox's Bazaar. 

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-extends-temporary-entry-restrictions-to-all-visitors-to-curb-covid-19-spread
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-extends-covid-19-restrictions-july-31.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1942268/myanmar-extends-travel-ban-curfews-to-contain-covid-19-spread
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/intl-passenger-flights-likely-banned-october-myanmar-vice-president.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-07/21/c_139229329.htm
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/half-high-schools-yet-reopen-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-lift-ban-foreign-travel-citizens-urgent-business.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-extends-covid-19-restrictions-august-15.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-07/30/c_139252516.htm
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-extends-covid-19-visa-flight-bans-july-31.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-lifts-last-stay-home-restrictions-covid-19-epicenter.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-extends-ban-gatherings-intl-flights-covid-19-measures.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/first-case-covid-19-confirmed-kutupalong-bangladesh-world-s-largest-refugee-camp
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/searo/bangladesh/bangladesh---rohingya-crisis---pdf-reports/sitreps/sitreps-2020/who-cox-s-bazar-sitrep-15.pdf?sfvrsn=7284ab3c_2


   

 

   

 

 

 The health and sports minister on May 18 submitted a new draft Prevention and Control 

of Communicable Diseases Law to Parliament. The country’s current law on 

communicable diseases was drafted in 1995 and has only been amended once, in 2011.   

 

April 

 

 Starting April 19, Yangon imposed a 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. curfew and a supplementary stay-

at-home order on seven Yangon townships until June 18, excluding essential workers. 

Shan, Karen, and Kachin states and Mandalay, Sagaing, Ayeyarwaddy, and Bago regions 

also adopted curfews. 

 

 On April 21, after an attack on a World Health Organization team, the United Nations 

called for an urgent ceasefire.  

 

 On April 28, the government and ethnic armed organizations established a coordinating 

committee to jointly fight Covid-19. 

 

 On April 30, UN Special Rapporteur Yanghee Lee said the military was conducting “war 

crimes” against minorities, emboldened by the significant political role it was granted to 

fight the pandemic.  

 

March 

 

 In mid-March, the government formed a Covid-19 committee led by State Counsellor 

Aung San Suu Kyi to oversee the crisis response. On March 31, however, Myanmar’s 

military set up a separate task force led by the military-appointed vice president U Myint 

Swe. The task force includes other military-appointed members of the cabinet as well as 

the joint chief of staff of the defense forces and five civilian cabinet members. This 

military-led task force does not report to Aung San Suu Kyi and has taken upon itself 

broad powers to investigate Covid-19 cases, conduct contact tracing, and clamp down on 

the press and social media.  

 

Economic Response  

 

November 

 

 Myanmar announced on November 5 that it would provide a $31 cash handout to 

households facing hardship due to Covid-19. 
 

 On November 18, the government announced that it had disbursed over $17 million to 

about 700 businesses in the latest round of its Covid-19 loan program. 

 
October 

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1902540/yangon-announces-night-curfew
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-covid-19-death-toll-rises-five-curfew-imposed-yangon.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-covid-19-death-toll-rises-five-curfew-imposed-yangon.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-shan-state-imposes-covid-19-curfew.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/attack-vehicle-killed-myanmar-driver-condemned-200422011858564.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-sets-covid-19-committee-rebel-armies.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-sets-covid-19-committee-rebel-armies.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/30/asia/myanmar-war-crimes-coronavirus-hnk-intl/index.html
https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/covid-19-restores-myanmar-militarys-lost-powers/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/covid-19-restores-myanmar-militarys-lost-powers/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-offers-struggling-families-covid-19-cash.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-govt-gives-out-third-batch-covid-19-loans.html


   

 

   

 

 The Yangon regional government began distributing cash payments to workers not 

registered with the government’s social safety net on October 30.  
 

September 

 

 Myanmar on September 2 announced it would provide civil servants with two months’ 

salaries as interest-free loans to mitigate the economic impact of Covid-19.  

 

 On September 7, the Ministry of Planning, Finance and Industry extended the deadlines 

for paying income and commercial taxes for small and medium-sized enterprises and the 

garment, textile, and tourism industries until December 31. 

 

 As of September 22, the government pledged more than $758 million to fight Covid-19. 
 

August 

 

 The application period for the government’s second tranche of loans aimed primarily at 

agriculture, livestock, fisheries, and food industries closed on August 10. More than 700 

businesses applied.  

 

July 

 

 Parliament on July 17 approved Covid-19 tax relief measures, including a 10 percent 

non-refundable tax credit on incremental wage increases and investments in capital 

equipment and a 125 percent tax deduction for incremental wage increases paid during 

the previous fiscal year. 

 

June 

 

 On June 24, the Ministry of Planning, Finance, and Industry announced a $1 billion 

stimulus programs using funds from the IMF and JICA.    

 

April 

  

 On April 27, the government released a comprehensive economic relief plan outlining, 

among other things, new monetary policy, measures to boost private businesses and 

trade, and efforts to mitigate the economic impacts for workers and households.  

 

 A fund of nearly $70 million was established at the Myanmar Economic Bank to provide 

soft loans to affected business, particularly the garment and tourism sectors and SMEs.  

 

Economic Projections 

 

 Due to the pandemic, the IMF revised Myanmar’s GDP growth projection for 2020 from 

6.0 percent down to 1.8 percent. 

 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/yangon-begins-cash-payments-pandemic-affected-workers-not-covered-welfare.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-civil-servants-offered-covid-19-loans.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-extends-tax-deadline-end-year-aid-covid-hit-businesses.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/suu-kyi-pledges-758m-fund-myanmars-covid-19-battle.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/second-covid-19-loan-tranche-myanmar-closed.html
https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report/myanmar-parliament-approves-covid-19-tax-relief-measures
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-commits-imf-funding-pandemic-persists.html
https://www.mopfi.gov.mm/sites/default/files/COVID-19%20Economic%20Relief%20Plan.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/Countries/MMR


   

 

   

 

 The IMF projected that Myanmar’s economy would grow 2.0 percent in 2020 and 5.7 

percent in 2021. 

 

 The ADB confirmed Myanmar’s GDP growth projection for 2020 at 1.8 percent while 

predicting growth to bounce back to 6 percent in 2021. 

 

 The World Bank lowered Myanmar’s GDP growth rate estimate to 0.5 percent in 2020. It 

estimates a growth rate of 5.9 percent in 2021. 

 

 According to the Ministry of Labor, an estimated 60,000 factory workers have been laid 

off since the beginning of the shutdown in the third quarter. Nationwide unemployment 

numbers remain unavailable. 

 

 The ADB measured average inflation in the first eight months of 2020 at 7.5 percent, 

down from 7.9 percent a year earlier, reflecting lower commodity prices and subdued 

demand. 

 

 The World Bank reports that headline inflation was 4.2 percent in May 2020. 

 

The Philippines 

 

Against the backdrop of an inconsistent government response, the Philippines is second only to 

Indonesia for the most officially reported cases in Southeast Asia. Since the government lifted 

most restrictions in June, a new surge in cases has overwhelmed the public health system and 

further damaged the economy. Quarantines have been reintroduced throughout the country and 

testing has steadily increased, but the government has yet to bring the virus under control. 

Protests against job losses and food shortages have cropped up across the country even as the 

government cracks down on dissent. Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez has signaled that the 

government will wait for a vaccine to spur an economic turnaround rather than borrow more 

funds to aid recovery efforts.  

 

Public Health Response 

 

November 

 

 On November 2, the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board reopened 35 

additional jeepney routes and six provincial bus routes to provide more transportation to 

the public. 
 

 The Philippine House of Representatives on November 15 imposed a “No Covid Test, No 

Entry” policy for all visitors to the House complex in anticipation of the resumption of 

legislative sessions on November 16. 
 

 The Bureau of Immigration on November 16 clarified its guidelines regarding the entry 

of foreign investors, who must now secure a specific type of visa before they can enter 

the Philippines. 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
http://lowered/
http://lowered/
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/537621563917606875/mpo-mmr.pdf
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2020/11/02/2053971/more-jeepney-bus-routes-open
https://mb.com.ph/2020/11/15/house-imposes-no-covid-test-no-entry-policy/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/11/16/2057314/immigration-clarifies-travel-restrictions-arriving-foreign-investors


   

 

   

 

 

 On November 19, Duterte announced plans to cut the approval time for coronavirus 

vaccines already greenlit by other nations to three weeks, down from the normal six 

months, and to make advance payments to acquire those vaccines. 
 

 On November 20, Duterte lifted a suspension on nurses and other medical workers 

deploying overseas, allowing a maximum of 5,000 to travel abroad for employment. 
 

October 

 

 As of October 1, Philippine tourist sites, including Boracay and Baguio, have partially 

reopened to the public.  
 

 The government on October 19 shortened curfew hours in Manila to midnight to 4 a.m.   
 

 On October 21, non-essential overseas travel resumed, ending a restriction in effect since 

July. 

 

 The Philippines on October 23 announced it would welcome back foreign nationals 

arriving on investment visas beginning November 1. 

 

 President Duterte on October 27 announced that Metro Manila and areas of the Visayas 

and Mindanao would remain under general community quarantine (GCQ) until 

November 30. 

 

September 

 

 Several businesses in Metro Manila resumed operations on September 1 under GCQ 

rules, prompting additional police deployments in business districts. 

 

 On September 5, Joint Task Force Covid Shield commander Guillermo Eleazar directed 

police officers to monitor social media for individuals violating health protocols during 

quarantine. 

 

 The Philippine government on September 8 expanded its face shield requirements, 

making them mandatory in supermarkets, public markets, shopping malls, and 

government venues.  

 

 The government on September 8 approved the use of antigen tests as a pre-boarding 

requirement for asymptomatic domestic travelers. 

 

 Interior Secretary Eduardo Año on September 8 stated that the government was planning 

to prohibit home quarantine measures in favor of moving patients to isolation centers.   

 

 The Philippines on September 11 eased social distancing rules for public transport, 

allowing for the gradual reduction of physical distancing rules. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-11-19/philippines-plans-to-expedite-covid-19-vaccine-approvals
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines-nurses-idUSKBN28105Q
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-pandemics-india-united-nations-archive-94e4d6c09fd049abe2c8320a302447d4
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/shorter-curfew-in-manila-more-people-allowed-to-leave-home
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-covid-19-task-force-lifts-overseas-travel-ban-for-citizens
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-eases-travel-rules-to-let-foreign-investors-in
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/10/27/2052522/duterte-gcq-metro-manila-other-areas-until-november-30
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/08/31/2039122/more-cops-sent-business-districts-more-establishments-reopen
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1331590/police-ordered-to-monitor-social-media-for-quarantine-violators
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1332539/govt-expands-mandatory-wearing-of-face-shields
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1333026/no-more-home-quarantine-for-covid-19-patients
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-philippines-eases-distancing-rules-allows-more-airplane-passengers


   

 

   

 

 

 President Duterte on September 16 ordered six government agencies to pool their 

resources into the production of face masks and their distribution to the public free of 

charge.  

 

 On September 13, Duterte extended the nationwide state of calamity over the entire 

country for a full year. 

 

 On September 21, the government lifted an overseas travel ban on Filipino nurses and 

other medical workers. 

 

 President Duterte on September 28 announced that Metro Manila would remain under 

GCQ through October. Meanwhile, the Lanao del Sur province, including its capital of 

Marawi, was placed under the more restrictive modified enhanced community quarantine.  

 

August 

 

 President Rodrigo Duterte granted the medical community’s appeal to reimpose the 

stricter modified enhanced community quarantine (MECQ) in Metro Manila on August 4. 

 

 Police have deployed roadblocks and checkpoints in and around the capital to check for 

travel passes and negative test results. Public transport has been suspended.   

 

 In addition to face masks, face shields are required in Metro Manila and Calabarzon.  

 

 Local government units and the Department of Health will go door to door in select 

barangays to identify symptomatic individuals.   

 

 The government on August 15 announced the extension of GCQ in multiple provinces on 

Luzon, Panay, and Cebu islands until August 31.  

 

 Despite rising infection rates, lockdown restrictions in Metro Manila and four nearby 

provinces were relaxed to GCQ on August 19. Public transportation resumed. The 

government has said that police checkpoints are “here to stay.”  

 

 On August 31, Duterte named a former chief of the National Bureau of Investigation as 

the new head of the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation, sparking criticism over his 

lack of experience in public health.  

 

July 

 

 Presidential spokesperson Harry Roque on July 7 announced that the Philippines was 

lifting its ban on non-essential outbound travel for Filipinos. Foreigners are banned from 

entry, with exceptions for foreign spouses and children of repatriating overseas Filipino 

workers. 

 

https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/16/duterte-orders-6-agencies-to-pool-funds-for-production-distribution-of-free-face-masks/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1337086/duterte-extends-state-of-calamity-over-ph-due-to-covid-19
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1341237/duterte-keeps-metro-manila-under-gcq-for-entire-october
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1315726/duterte-heeds-frontliners-plea-reimposes-mecq-in-metro-manila-other-areas-from-aug-4-to-18?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=134c3b029a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-134c3b029a-
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-coronavirus-philippines-new-cases-aug-4-12989206?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=198ee62118-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-198ee62118-
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/08/03/2032606/refresher-guidelines-mecq-reimposed-metro-manila-nearby-provinces
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2020/07/31/2032021/wearing-face-shields-be-required-metro-manila-calabarzon
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1316959/doh-lgus-to-go-house-to-house-in-select-brgys-to-identify-those-with-covid-19-symptoms
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Duterte-eases-Manila-lockdown-in-bid-to-boost-tanking-economy
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/08/18/2036207/pnp-quarantine-checkpoints-stay-under-general-community-quarantine
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/09/02/2039476/new-philhealth-chief-scared-not-cowed
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/09/01/2039326/new-philhealth-chief-admits-he-has-no-public-health-knowledge-experience
https://www.rappler.com/nation/265909-philippine-government-lifts-travel-ban-filipinos


   

 

   

 

 Religious venues in areas under GCQ reopened on July 10. 

 

 Interior Minister Eduardo Año on July 14 announced that police will conduct house-to-

house searches for individuals with Covid-19 and transfer them to isolation facilities. 

 

 The city of Navotas in Metro Manila reinstated lockdown measures on July 16 following 

a rise in cases. 

 

 On July 21, Duterte ordered police to arrest anyone found not wearing a mask to teach “a 

lesson for all time.” 

 

 The ban on nonessential outbound travel was reimposed on July 24.    

 

 The Department of Education announced on July 29 that it will allow limited in-person 

schooling in “low-risk” areas when the school year begins on August 24.  

 

 On July 16, Duterte eased restrictions in Cebu City to a Modified Enhanced Community 

Quarantine until July 31, at which point he further downgraded restrictions to GCQ until 

August 15.  

 

June 

 

 The government eased the lockdown in Manila on June 1 after 76 days. Most businesses 

were allowed to reopen and domestic flights resumed. 

 

 President Duterte on June 15 reimposed an Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) on 

Cebu City following a rise in Covid-19 cases, which was later extended through July 15. 

 

May 

 

 Stay-at-home orders were lifted on May 15 in central and southern Luzon and several 

provinces in the Visayas and Mindanao. 

 

 On May 16, the ECQ was eased in Manila. Businesses have since been allowed to 

operate with 50 percent of their employees on site. 

 

 On May 25, President Duterte announced he would not allow students to return to school 

until a coronavirus vaccine is available.  

 

April 

 

 On April 1, Duterte ordered the police and the military to shoot protesters violating 

quarantine measures. The first police shooting—of a civilian for refusing to follow 

quarantine restrictions—was reported on April 4. Since then, Human Rights Watch has 

reported other instances of law enforcement abuse during the implementation of these 

public health measures. The UN high commissioner for human rights called out the 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/745313/philippines-allows-religious-gatherings-up-to-10-of-venue-capacity-in-gcq-areas/story/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-to-use-police-in-house-to-house-searches-for-covid-19-cases
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/07/22/news/headlines/duterte-oks-limited-face-to-face-classes/744092/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1307428/breaking-cebu-city-downgraded-to-mecq-until-july-31
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1314793/metro-manila-cebu-remain-under-gcq-duterte
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3086881/coronavirus-philippines-capital-emerges-lockdown
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-05-31/Philippines-to-resume-domestic-flights-in-June-QVYCeSnQEo/index.html
https://www.rappler.com/nation/263884-duterte-cebu-city-strict-lockdown-again-ecq-june-16
https://www.rappler.com/nation/263884-duterte-cebu-city-strict-lockdown-again-ecq-june-16
https://www.rappler.com/nation/265335-duterte-extends-cebu-city-lockdown-july-2020
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/5/12/Duterte-ECQ-GCQ-COVID-19-cases.html?fbclid=IwAR00r-vfTwRGsHiO_yaIsjZBBX557rro5un_fJ7_L-NXqV70GxXpnHici80
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=6bfbd258-706a-4019-bd4c-378051f87ac9
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-philippines-duterte-no-school-until-vaccine-12770432
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/4/1/Rodrigo-Duterte-police-military-shoot-unruly-quarantine-violators.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/man-shot-dead-philippines-flouting-coronavirus-rules-200405072915819.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/08/philippines-uses-humiliation-covid-curfew-punishment
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/08/philippines-uses-humiliation-covid-curfew-punishment
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1062632


   

 

   

 

Philippines’ “highly militarized response” during the lockdown, which has led to the 

arrest of 120,000 people for violating curfew. 

 

March  

 

 On March 16, President Duterte imposed an ECQ in Metro Manila and broader Luzon. 

 

Economic Response  

 

November 

 

 The Manila city government on November 9 provided approximately $2,000 in cash 

rewards to 73 barangays that have been free of Covid-19 for two months.   
 

 President Duterte on November 16 issued two directives allocating additional benefits to 

heathcare workers who work directly with Covid-19 patients. 
 

October 

 

 On October 7, the government announced plans to distribute aid to the airline industry 

through loans and regulatory fee waivers.  
 

 The Philippine Congress has suspended budget hearings until November 16, effectively 

blocking any new pandemic recovery legislation.  

 

 The Philippine Department of Budget and Management on October 20 announced that 

just $91 million out of $2.8 billion allocated for the Bayanihan 2 recovery scheme had 

been released.  

 

September  

 

 The Bureau of Internal Revenue on September 1 extended a deadline for the registration 

of online merchants until September 30.  

 

 At least three companies blacklisted by the Department of Budget and Management 

secured $15 million in deals to supply personal protective equipment as the government 

eased procurement rules in response to the health crisis.  

 

 The Department of Labor and Employment on September 9 announced that only a small 

portion of unemployed Filipinos had received their coronavirus-related financial 

assistance. 

 

 President Duterte on September 11 signed into law a $3.4 billion pandemic relief measure 

to expand healthcare and assist small businesses.  

 

August 

https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/84-documents/259657-document-omnibus-guidelines-enhanced-general-community-quarantine
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2020/11/10/2055742/73-covid-19-free-barangays-manila-get-cash-reward
https://mb.com.ph/2020/11/16/health-workers-to-receive-additional-benefits-palace/
https://www.philstar.com/business/2020/10/07/2047872/government-aid-struggling-airlines-only-complement-bank-loans
https://www.philstar.com/business/2020/10/07/2047905/2021-budget-hold-block-pandemic-recovery
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/10/22/business/business-top/only-p4-4b-released-under-bayanihan-2/783728/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1330461/3-firms-on-dbm-blacklist-got-p727m-in-ppe-other-deals-as-govt-purchase-rules-eased-for-pandemic
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1333385/dole-official-admits-only-small-portion-of-unemployed-filipinos-received-aid-so-far
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-stimulus-package-philippines-duterte-13104128


   

 

   

 

 

 The House of Representatives on August 9 earmarked about $6 million in financial 

assistance for private school teachers and personnel affected by the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 

 The Senate on August 20 ratified a nearly $3 billion national recovery bill, called 

Bayanihan 2, which would provide targeted assistance to the country’s most affected 

workers and sectors. 

 

 The City of Manila allocated $3.1 million for hazard pay for city government employees 

who worked through the ECQ.   

 

July 

 

 The Department of Social Welfare and Development on July 7 revealed that only 1.3 

million of an eligible 17 million citizens had actually received emergency cash aid. 

 

 The Department of Trade and Industry on July 21 approved over $5 million in loans for 

micro and small enterprises. Meanwhile, the state-run pension fund extended the deadline 

for Covid-19 Emergency Loan program applications.  

 

June 

 

 On June 4, the House of Representatives passed the Accelerated Recovery and 

Investments Stimulus for the Economy, or ARISE, act. If approved by the Senate, the bill 

would seek to help more than 15.7 million workers, create 4.5 million jobs, and provide 

assistance to more than 5.5 million small and medium enterprises. 

 

 The Duterte administration on June 24 announced that it was seeking a record-breaking 

$85.9 billion budget for 2021 to support the economic recovery from the pandemic. 

  

May 

 

 On May 12, House of Representatives Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano and eight other 

lawmakers filed the Covid-19 Unemployment Reduction Economic Stimulus Act of 2020 

aimed at creating jobs in rural areas through infrastructure projects worth $29 billion. 

More than 20 million families will receive government aid. 

 

April 

 

 On April 7, the Duterte administration announced a $610 million “Bayanihan Grant to 

Cities and Municipalities” to assist local governments.  

 

 On April 13, the government approved a $1 billion wage subsidy package intended to 

support about 3.4 million small business workers. Workers qualifying for the financial 

assistance will receive about $340 for two months. 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/08/09/2033935/house-earmarks-p300-million-aid-private-school-teachers
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2020/08/26/2037859/manila-allots-p151-million-workers-hazard-pay
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/07/21/business/business-top/dti-approves-more-than-p250m-loans-for-covid-affected-msmes/743948/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1595286955
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/07/22/news/top-stories/gsis-extends-deadline-for-covid-emergency-loan/744078/
http://nordcham.com.ph/june-25-house-bill-6815-arise-philippines-act/
https://www.reuters.com/article/philippines-economy-budget/philippines-plans-record-86-bln-2021-budget-for-post-pandemic-recovery-idUSL4N2E122H
https://www.reuters.com/article/philippines-economy-budget/philippines-plans-record-86-bln-2021-budget-for-post-pandemic-recovery-idUSL4N2E122H
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/5/12/Cayetano--lawmakers--1.5-trillion-infra-spending-bill-COVID-19-.html
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/05/18/news/latest-stories/palace-20-3m-families-to-receive-aid-from-govt/725617/
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2020/04/14/philippines-approves-us1b-wage-aid-to-34m-workers


   

 

   

 

 

March 

 

 On March 17, the Philippine government announced the entire country would be placed 

under a “state of calamity” for six months, enabling national and local governments to 

quickly access relief funds.  

 

 On March 24, President Duterte signed into law Republic Act No. 11469, granting him 

“special temporary power” for three months until June 24. The law allowed Duterte to 

direct the operations of private hospital and ships, reapportion the Executive 

Department’s budget, and access $5.36 billion from various government agencies to 

mitigate the potential economic fallout of the pandemic.  

 

 On March 30, the government approved a $3.9 billion social protection program for low-

income families and health workers.  

 

Economic Projections 

 

 The IMF in June lowered the Philippines’s GDP growth projections for 2020 to -3.6 

percent from 5.9 percent in 2019.  

 

 In October, the IMF projected that the Philippine economy would contract 8.3 percent in 

2020 before rebounding to 7.4 percent growth in 2021. 

 

 The ADB on September 15 projected that the Philippines’ GDP would contract by 7.3 

percent in 2020 but expand by 6.5 percent in 2021. 

 
 The World Bank on September 28 projected that the Philippines’ GDP would contract by 

6.9 percent in 2020 and grow by 5.3 percent in 2021. contract by 6.9 percent in 2020 and 

grow by 5.3 percent in 2021.The Philippines’ GDP shrank 11.5 percent in the third 

quarter from a year earlier. 

 

 Several foreign and local analysts, including from the Bank of the Philippine Islands, 

revised their GDP growth projections for 2020 from -8.1 to -10.8 percent. 

 

 The Philippine economy plunged a record 16.5 percent in the second quarter, according 

the country's statistics agency. 

 

 A national poll released on August 16 found that 45.5 percent of adults surveyed in July 

were unemployed and that 21 percent had lost their livelihoods due to the pandemic. This 

contrasts sharply with the finding by the Philippine Statistics Authority that the 

unemployment rate had fallen to 10 percent in July. 

 
 Fitch, in late April, maintained a BBB+ credit rating for the Philippines despite the 

Covid-19 crisis. On September 9, the ratings agency announced it expects the Philippine 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.manilatimes.net/2020/03/25/news/latest-stories/read-republic-act-11469-or-the-bayanihan-to-heal-as-one-act/706268__;!!KRhing!I17tMlxE1kVM3OtLZGhhPlDnMZTEZSmbaZ9H88XItUHQxnf-RRHY3bJZ9uc$
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/philippine/COVID-testkits-03302020151543.html
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/06/24/WEOUpdateJune2020
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.adb.org/news/philippine-economy-decline-further-2020-amid-covid-19-recovery-2021
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/831401563917603790/mpo-phl.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business/philippines-economy-contracts-gdp-covid-19-q3-duterte-13506718
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/11/12/business/business-top/gdp-forecasts-trimmed-after-q3-data/795023/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Philippines-plunges-into-recession-as-economy-shrinks-16.5-in-Q2?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=4ec2849da0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-4ec2849da0-
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/08/17/2035948/national-survey-logs-record-high-unemployment-july
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1330646/psa-4-6-million-filipinos-unemployed-in-july-2020
https://business.inquirer.net/295907/philippines-maintains-bbb-credit-rating-despite-covid-19-crisis-duterte
https://www.philstar.com/business/2020/09/09/2041000/fitch-philippines-shrink-8-year


   

 

   

 

economy to contract by 8 percent this year.  

 
 Economist and Marikina representative Stella Quimbo estimated that the economy stands 

to lose $245 million per day during MECQ. 

 
Singapore 

 

Singapore initially managed to contain the virus through widespread testing, comprehensive 

contact tracing, and mandatory, well-enforced quarantines. But then the city-state suffered an 

explosion of cases linked to foreign workers dormitories. It appears to have flattened the curve, 

with no new local infections reported on October 13 for the first time in over six months. 

 

Public Health Response 

 

November 

 

 

 The Islamic Religious Council of Singapore on November 1 announced that 10 mosques 

will participate in a pilot project to increase the number of worshippers per session to 250 

by the end of the year, with attendees required to use the TraceTogether app or token. 

 

 The Ministry of Education on November 3 postponed its requirement for students to use 

the TraceTogether token for entry into schools until all tokens are given out.  

 

 Singapore announced on November 6 that a limited number of nightlife establishments 

will be allowed to reopen with Covid-19 safety measures in place under a pilot program. 

 
 The Ministry of Health announced on November 10 that foreign travelers planning to 

enter Singapore from high-risk countries will need to take a Covid-19 test within 72 

hours before departure. 

 
 Students aged 7 and older must use the TraceTogether app or token beginning December 

1. 

 

 Singapore announced on November 10 that coronavirus tests will be available for all 

individuals from an approved provider on December 1. 

 

 Singapore’s Ministry of Health announced on November 20 that the country will tighten 

border measures with Malaysia given the resurgence of cases there. 

 

 On November 21, Singapore postponed its quarantine-free leisure “travel bubble” one 

day before it was due to launch, after Hong Kong reported a jump in Covid-19 cases. 

 
October  

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1317153/philippines-posts-record-daily-rise-in-coronavirus-cases-could-become-southeast-asias-new-epicenter
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/ten-mosques-gradually-increase-number-worshippers-250-muis-13431398
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/moe-postpones-tracetogether-requirement-in-schools-till-all-tokens-given-out
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-nightlife-establishments-reopen-pilot-13480328
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-pcr-test-singapore-foreign-inbound-travellers-13508406
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-54792187
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-11-10/singapore-to-make-covid-test-available-to-any-person-next-month
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/11/20/singapore-to-tighten-border-measures-with-malaysia-due-to-covid-19-spike/1924616
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-hong-kong-air-travel-bubble-recovery-13620968


   

 

   

 

 The Ministry of Manpower on October 8 announced it would set up additional regional 

screening centers and testing facilities in dormitories. 

 
 Singapore and Indonesia on October 12 announced that negotiations over their reciprocal 

travel corridor had concluded and they would accept applications for the green lane 

beginning October 26. 

 

 On October 16, Singaporean authorities announced that 450,000 contact tracing devices 

will be distributed to all those living or working in dormitories, construction, and marine 

shipyard worksites. 
 

 On October 20, the Ministry of Health announced that Singaporean citizens, permanent 

residents, and long-term pass holders traveling out of Singapore who have Covid-19 

symptoms within 14 days of their return will be allowed to tap into government subsidies 

and insurance coverage for their medical bills. 
 

 On October 20, the Minister of Health announced that Singapore will pilot pre-event 

testing from mid-October to December in order to hold safer large-scale events in 2021. 
 

 On October 20, Education Minister and co-chair of the multi-ministry task force on 

Covid-19 Lawrence Wong announced that the nightlife industry will likely not resume its 

activities even after Singapore enters Phase 3 of its reopening. 
 

 On October 20, the Smart Nation and Digital Government Office announced that it will 

soon be compulsory to use the TraceTogether app or token to do SafeEntry check in at 

popular venues across Singapore by the end of 2020. 

 

 A Ministry of Manpower press release stated on October 21 that a new program would be 

implemented at migrant worker dormitories to train and educate operators and residents 

on infection prevention and control. 

 

 Singapore and Germany have agreed to start a reciprocal “green lane” allowing business 

and official travel as of October 23. 

 

 Singapore on October 28 announced that foreign worker dormitory residents who tested 

negative for Covid-19 would be able to visit recreation centers starting October 31. 

 

 The distribution of TraceTogether tokens at community centers was temporarily 

suspended until October 29 to prevent long queues at centers.  

 

 Singapore on October 29 announced that all travelers from China and the state of Victoria 

in Australia would be able to enter Singapore without being quarantined, beginning 

November 6. 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-more-screening-centres-testing-facilities-dorms-13229194
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-and-indonesia-announce-reciprocal-green-lane-applications-to-begin-on-oct-26
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-contact-tracing-devices-migrant-local-workers-13291852
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-travel-government-subsidy-insurance-coverage-bills-moh-13321106
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-pre-event-testing-pilot-antigen-rapid-october-13321094
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-phase-3-nightlife-karaoke-bars-higher-risk-13321188
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/tracetogether-only-safeentry-check-in-used-at-popular-venues-13321744
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-programme-train-educate-dormitories-workers-operators-13327854
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3106783/singapore-germany-agree-start-green-lane-business
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-negative-migrant-workers-visit-recreation-centres-13395016
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/tracetogether-token-distribution-suspended-constituency-13384176
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/transport/singapore-to-allow-travellers-from-china-australias-victoria-from-nov-6-no


   

 

   

 

 Transport Minister Ong Ye Kung on October 30 announced that staff at Changi Airport 

who come into close contact with passengers will be required to wear full PPE and be 

tested for Covid-19 every two weeks. 

 

September 

 

 On September 1, Singapore and Brunei announced a reciprocal green lane, permitting 

travel between the two countries for essential business and official purposes only. 

 

 A fast lane connecting Singapore and South Korea opened on September 4 for essential 

business and official travel. 

 

 The Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore on September 8 announced that all incoming 

and outgoing flights are required to set up emergency quarantine areas on board. 

 

 Entry restrictions to four popular markets were lifted on September 12.  

 

 Singapore announced that it would distribute its “TraceTogether” contact-tracing tokens 

nationwide beginning September 14. 

 

 Singapore and Japan will launch a “reciprocal green lane” to facilitate essential business 

and official travel between the two countries on Sep 18.  

 

 The Ministry of Health on September 23 announced that more people will be allowed to 

return to the workplace starting September 28, subject to certain criteria including 

capacity limits.  

 

 Minister for Health Gan Kim Yong on September 23 announced that restrictions on 

worship services and weddings would be eased on October 3, with up to 100 attendees 

allowed at gatherings.  

 

 Singapore on September 23 announced it would pilot a business travel pass for senior 

executives. 

 

 The Ministry of Health on September 23 announced that the legal cutoff age for children 

who need to wear face masks would be adjusted to six-years-old, up from the current 

two-years-old. 

 

 The Ministry of Health announced on September 29 that all Singaporeans would receive 

a one-time Covid-19 subsidy to offset the net increase in premiums for their healthcare 

plans. 

 

 On September 29, the Ministry of Law amended a law that came into effect on March 27, 

permitting general meetings of most entities to be held electronically until the end of June 

2021 and making additional real-time electronic voting provisions.  

 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/transport/routine-testing-ppe-for-some-changi-airport-staff-to-avoid-covid-19-transmission
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-new-cases-sep-1-community-imported-workers-moh-13070400
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-singapore-south-korea-to-launch-fast-lane-travel-sep-4-13075842
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/transport/coronavirus-planes-flying-in-and-out-of-spore-must-set-up-quarantine-areas-to
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-entry-lifted-markets-geylang-serai-chong-pang-nea-13097998
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/tracetogether-tokens-to-be-distributed-free-to-all-spore-residents-from-sept-14
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-japan-resume-essential-business-travel-covid-19-13101360
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-more-employees-allowed-to-return-workplace-conditions-13138182
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-restrictions-eased-further-on-worship-services-wedding-13138012
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-business-travel-pass-senior-executives-pilot-13138196
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-children-masks-two-years-old-six-face-shields-13138088
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/medishield-life-subsidies-singaporeans-covid-19-moh-13160126
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-minlaw-meetings-alternative-arrangements-extended-13158910


   

 

   

 

 On October 7, 19 mosques in Singapore will open 50 more spaces for individuals to use 

for daily congregational prayers. 

 

August 

 

 Amid a third wave of imported cases, all inbound travelers must wear quarantine 

monitoring devices starting on August 11.  

 

 The majority of foreign workers will be allowed to return to work by the end of the 

month, putting many construction projects back on track.  

 

 Singapore and Malaysia reopened their border on August 17 for the first time in five 

months for limited business travel. 

 

 Singapore on August 21 announced that national exams will take place from September 

14 through December 2, with Covid-19 safety measures in place 

 

 The Ministry of Health on August 22 announced a new cluster of cases at Singapore’s 

largest dormitory. 

 

 On August 22, authorities mandated that employers in labor-intensive industries must 

screen employees for Covid-19 before they return to work and every 14 days thereafter. 

 

 Singapore held discussions with Indonesia and Thailand on August 25-26 to establish 

reciprocal travel arrangements for essential business.  

 

July 

 

 Minister for National Development Lawrence Wong on July 17 announced that 

Singapore was entering the final phase of testing all foreign workers residing in 

dormitories, with testing expected to be completed by mid-August. 

 

 The Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore and the European Union Aviation Safety 

Agency announced on July 22 that the two organizations would collaborate to create 

common standards to facilitate air travel between Singapore and the European Union. 

 

 Singapore announced on July 17 that travelers entering Singapore from Japan, Hong 

Kong, and the Australian state of Victoria would be required to serve their quarantine at 

dedicated facilities. 

 

 Tourist attractions reopened at 25 percent operating capacity on July 1. 

 

 Singapore has rolled out a pilot program, giving each of its 5.7 million residents a 

Bluetooth device to trace interactions with virus carriers. As of July 29, just under 40 

percent of the population had downloaded the app. Authorities have said they would like 

that figure above 75 percent. 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/mosques-prayers-daily-congregational-muis-50-spaces-13163638
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/singapore-battling-third-wave-of-imported-covid-19-cases
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/travellers-entering-spore-to-wear-shn-monitoring-device
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/spore-cautiously-moving-towards-a-new-normal
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Singapore-Malaysia-border-reopening-restores-economic-lifeline
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/year-end-exams-covid-19-students-safe-distancing-psle-o-a-level-13041330
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/two-unlinked-covid-19-cases-in-the-community-sungei-tengah-lodge-reemerges-as-a-cluster
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-routine-testing-swab-test-migrant-workers-dormitories-13043970
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-indonesia-to-begin-discussions-on-reciprocal-green-lane-for-essential-travel
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-thailand-green-lane-business-travel-covid-19-13055472
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/all-foreign-workers-in-dorms-could-be-tested-for-covid-19-before-mid-august-lawrence-wong
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-singapore-to-work-with-european-union-on-safety-measures-for-air-travel
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-singapore-wong-exc/exclusive-half-of-singapores-new-covid-19-cases-are-symptomless-taskforce-head-says-idUSKBN23F0ZY
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/v7gpdj/singapores-nanny-state-has-gotten-stricter-thanks-to-covid-most-people-dont-seem-to-mind
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/v7gpdj/singapores-nanny-state-has-gotten-stricter-thanks-to-covid-most-people-dont-seem-to-mind


   

 

   

 

 

June 

 

 On June 2, Singapore gradually reopened schools and 75 percent of its economy, 

allowing one-third of workers to return to offices and factories.  

 

 On June 8, Singapore set up a “fast lane” for essential trips by government and corporate 

travelers between Singapore and Shanghai, Guangdong, Tianjin, Jiangsu, and Zhejiang.  

 

 Phase two of Singapore’s reopening began on June 19, allowing for public and private 

gatherings of up to five people, a resumption of physical retail and recreational 

businesses, and the reopening of restaurants with a maximum occupancy of five people.  

 

 Primary, secondary, and junior college students returned to school daily beginning June 

29.    

 

 As of June 26, religious services with a maximum of 50 attendees were permitted.  

 

May 

 

 On May 1, Prime Minister Lee announced the eventual “step-by-step” reopening of the 

economy. “Circuit breaker” measures would be progressively lifted in three phases. 

 

 Singapore, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, and Canada on May 1 agreed to resume 

cross-border travel to maintain supply chains. 

 

April 

  

 On April 5, Singapore imposed a quarantine on dormitories housing 20,000 migrant 

workers, most of whom are manual laborers from South Asia living in cramped 

conditions. A task force lead by the Ministries of Health and Manpower deployed special 

teams to bring supplies, food, and medical assistance to quarantined foreign workers.  

 

 On April 21, Lee announced that the stay-at-home order, which the government dubbed a 

“circuit breaker,” would be extended until June 1. Work permit holders were placed 

under a mandatory stay-at-home notice until May 18 because of the rise in the number of 

infections in the community.  

 

March 

 

 On March 22, the city-state barred all short-term visitors from entering Singapore. 

Malaysians with a Singapore work permit were allowed to continue working in the 

country. The only other non-nationals allowed entry were work permit holders in 

essential sectors such as health care.  

 

January 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/phase-2-of-singapores-reopening-all-you-need-to-know-from-june-19
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/phase-2-of-singapores-reopening-all-you-need-to-know-from-june-19
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-exit-circuit-breaker-jun-1-visit-parents-worship-12749222
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-singapore-australia-canada-south-korea-new-zealand-commit-to-resume-essential?cx_testId=20&cx_testVariant=cx_2&cx_artPos=3#cxrecs_s
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-singapore-australia-canada-south-korea-new-zealand-commit-to-resume-essential?cx_testId=20&cx_testVariant=cx_2&cx_artPos=3#cxrecs_s
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/covid-forces-singapore-confront-conditions-its-migrant-workers
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/pm-lee-hsien-loongs-full-address-to-the-nation-on-the-covid-19-situation?cx_testId=20&cx_testVariant=cx_2&cx_artPos=6#cxrecs_s
https://www.malaymail.com/news/world/2020/04/21/singapore-circuit-breaker-extended-by-four-weeks-to-june-1-announces-pm-lee/1858879
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/malaysians-with-work-permits-can-continue-working-in-singapore-says-mfa


   

 

   

 

 

 Singapore banned the entry of all travelers from China on January 31. 

 

Economic Response  

 

October 

 

 Singapore on October 8 unveiled additional temporary relief measures for property 

developers.  

 

 As of October 28, 470,000 lower-income Singaporean workers had received Workfare 

Special Payment payouts from the Ministry of Finance.  
 

 As of October 30, 89,000 people had received funds from Singapore’s Covid-19 Support 

Grant, which provides up to $588 per month for three months to Singaporean and 

permanent residents whose employment status have been impacted by the pandemic.  
 

 Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat on November 2 launched a $2.9 million fund for 

Singaporean households impacted by Covid-19-related job losses, with each household to 

receive a one-time payment of approximately $370. 
 

 President Halimah Yacob on November 3 formally approved Singapore’s third 

Supplementary Supply and Budget Adjustments Bill, providing an additional $5.8 billion 

in Covid-19 support.  
 

 

September 

 

 Singapore on September 4 passed amendments to its Covid-19 Act, expanding rent relief 

efforts.  

 

August 

 

 Singapore allocated an additional $5.8 billion to support the construction, retail, food 

services, and arts sectors. The aviation industry will receive $136.7 million in additional 

relief, while the tourism industry will be supported by $233.9 million in domestic travel 

vouchers. The government has also launched a billion-dollar scheme to help biomedical 

sciences and financial services companies hire local talent.   

 

 Singapore allocated $365 million to help Singaporeans and businesses adapt to a digital 

working environment as a part of the “Fortitude” budget.  
 

July 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-health-singapore/singapore-bans-china-travelers-to-keep-out-coronavirus-idUSKBN1ZU1A0
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/temporary-relief-measures-for-property-developers-of-projects-disrupted-by-covid-19
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/89000-have-received-covid-19-support-grant-10000-successfully-applied-for-second-round
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/4m-fund-set-up-to-give-500-in-one-time-payment-to-households-affected-by-job-loss
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/president-halimah-approves-extra-8-billion-for-covid-19-support-package
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/rental-relief-measures-amendments-covid-19-bill-13083356
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Singapore-adds-5.8bn-of-COVID-aid-as-hub-economy-stutters
https://www.ft.com/content/c59cc1b6-a4cc-484e-b76b-407cdd4341b4


   

 

   

 

 Around 400,000 low-income workers will be eligible for cash payouts starting July 28 as 

part of the Workfare Income Supplement scheme targeting the bottom 20 percent of the 

workforce. 

 

 The Singapore Tourism Board launched a $33 million campaign to encourage domestic 

tourism and redirect overseas spending. 

 

 Workforce Singapore and the Singapore Business Federation have launched multiple 

traineeship schemes for new graduates and mid-career job seekers.   

 

June 

 

 On May 6, Singapore set up an “Emerging Stronger Taskforce” to establish industry 

coalitions to spark job growth and new project ideas in areas such as robotics and supply 

chain digitization.  

 

May 

 On May 26, Singapore unveiled its fourth stimulus, dubbed the “Fortitude Budget,” 

totaling $23.2 billion to support workers and businesses affected by Covid-19 border 

closures and social distancing measures. 

 

April  

 

 On April 6, Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat announced an unprecedented third round 

of support measures called the “Solidarity Budget.” This included one-off payments to 

citizens, wage subsidies, and self-employed relief funds. Singaporeans over the age of 21 

began receiving $424 each on April 14.  

 

 By April, the government had earmarked approximately $70.4 billion, about 20 percent 

of GDP, to respond to Covid-19. This was the largest, most aggressive stimulus package 

in Asia.  

 

March 

 

 On March 26, Singapore unveiled a second stimulus plan, the “Resilience Budget,” 

worth $33 billion. The package was designed to assist hard-hit sectors and self-employed 

individuals and provide cash payouts to citizens depending on income.  

 

February 

 

 Singapore first announced $4.4 billion of relief funding, dubbed the “Unity Budget,” on 

February 18 to co-fund business costs and provide tax relief for workers.  

 

Economic Projections  

 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/lower-wage-singaporeans-to-receive-first-half-of-3000-workfare-special-payment-on-july-28
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singaporediscovers-45-million-tourism-campaign-stb-singapoliday-12952932
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/manpower/mid-career-job-seekers-can-apply-for-more-than-13000-work-attachments-from-aug-1
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/task-force-on-singapores-post-covid-19-economic-recovery-to-share-first-recommendations
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/emerging-stronger-taskforce-covid-19-economy-desmond-lee-12859054
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3086106/singapore-unveils-fourth-stimulus-budget-us232-billion-save-jobs
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3077083/singapore-unveils-us337-billion-stimulus-fight


   

 

   

 

 The IMF in October lowered its projection for Singapore’s 2020 economic performance 

to a 6 percent contraction, down from 0.7 percent growth in 2019. Singapore’s economy 

contracted by over 40 percent in the second quarter, resulting in the city-state entering a 

recession. 

 
 The ADB projected a 6.2 percent GDP contraction for 2020 overall while predicting a 

rebound of 4.5 percent for 2021. 

 
 Singapore’s Ministry of Trade and Industry reported that the country’s economy will 

likely expand between 4 and 6 percent in 2021. 

 
 Singapore reported that the economy shrank by a record 13.2 percent year over year in 

the second quarter. GDP is expected to fall by 5 to 7 percent overall this year.  

 
 Singapore’s overall unemployment rate rose to 2.9 percent in June, a 20 percent increase 

from March. Layoffs more than doubled in the second quarter. The Ministry of 

Manpower on September 7 announced that two in five workers retrenched in the first 

quarter were able to find jobs by June. Singapore’s overall unemployment rate rose to 3.4 

percent in August while resident unemployment rate rose to 4.5 percent, up from 4.1 

percent in July. Singapore’s total unemployment rate rose to 3.6 percent in September, 

while unemployment among permanent residents rose to 4.7 percent.  

 

Thailand 

 

Thailand had done relatively well in combating the coronavirus crisis with a quick lockdown, an 

effective test-and-trace rollout, and an already strong healthcare system. But after more than 100 

days without local transmission, Thailand reported a new case on September 3. Additionally, 

Thailand is projected to suffer the worst economic consequences in the region due to its 

overwhelming dependence on tourism and exports. This has contributed to pro-democracy 

protests in Bangkok, which have flouted an emergency order by Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-

ocha banning free assembly. The government has cracked down on protests, citing the increased 

risk of spreading Covid-19. But the government appears to be more concerned with halting the 

spread of the protest movement than with public health. 

 

Public Health Response  

 

November 

 

 The Thai cabinet on November 17 approved approximately $197 million in funding to 

purchase 26 million doses of AstraZeneca’s Covid-19 vaccine.. 
 

 The Thai government on November 18 extended its nationwide state of emergency 

through January 15 to prevent Covid-19 infections during the New Year’s travel period. 
 

October 

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3093040/singapores-economy-shrinks-over-40-cent-q2-track-recession
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2024019/singapore-sees-return-to-growth-in-2021-on-global-recovery
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/manpower/singapore-sees-worst-ever-quarterly-fall-in-employment-in-q2-as-retrenchments
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/manpower/2-in-5-workers-retrenched-in-first-quarter-found-jobs-by-june-despite-economic
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/jobs/singapores-resident-unemployment-rate-rose-to-45-in-august-slightly-higher-increase
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-jobless-unemployment-rate-september-retrenchments-13413258
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2021231/b6bn-covid-vaccine-budget
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2021743/govt-extends-emergency-to-2021-to-curb-virus-resurgence


   

 

   

 

 

 The Centre for Covid-19 Administration Situation gave the green light for long-stay 

foreign visitors to enter Thailand beginning October 1 on special tourist visas. The 

tourists must quarantine for 14 days. Visitors can stay in the country for up to 90 days, 

with visa renewals extending that to as many as nine months.   
 

 Thailand’s National Vaccine Committee on October 6 requested nearly $100 million in 

order to procure enough doses of a Covid-19 vaccine for half of the population, 

beginning with frontline healthcare workers. 

 

 Thailand agreed on October 12 to manufacture British pharmaceutical company 

AstraZeneca’s experimental Covid-19 vaccine AZD1222 and act as Southeast Asia’s 

supplier of the drug. 

 

 The government temporarily imposed a “severe” state of emergency on October 15, 

restricting gatherings to no more than four people, ostensibly to curb spread of the 

coronavirus. But the declaration was widely criticized as a ploy to quash anti-government 

protests. Protestors largely ignored the order and the Prayuth rescinded it on October 22. 

 

 Thailand and China entered talks on October 16 to establish a quarantine-free travel 

corridor by January. 

 

 Thailand received a group of tourists from China on October 20, its first such arrivals 

since commercial flights were halted in April. 

 

 The Public Health Ministry announced on October 26 that it will make a list of low-risk 

countries whose nationals might face fewer restrictions to enter Thailand. 

 

 Thailand on October 28 extended its state of emergency due to Covid-19 until the end of 

November. 

 

September 

 

 Thailand will ease the approval process for overseas patients beginning in September to 

facilitate medical tourism.  

 

 Thailand restarted contact tracing on September 4 after reporting its first non-imported 

case in over 100 days. 

 

 On September 3, Thai Airways International announced that it would operate 18 special 

flights to European and Asian cities to repatriate Thai citizens throughout September. 

 

 Thailand tightened security on its borders with Myanmar and Cambodia on September 

11. 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395641
https://thethaiger.com/coronavirus/thailand-to-set-aside-3-billion-baht-for-first-doses-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-astrazeneca-thaila-idUSKBN26X1GC
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2020/10/ce88846d8d26-thailand-imposes-state-of-emergency-in-bangkok-to-stop-protests.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-asia/article/3105789/coronavirus-sydney-opens-new-zealand-travellers-thailand-seeks
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailand-welcomes-tourists-back-as-bangkok-protests-heat-up
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30396709
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-10/28/c_139473289.htm
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1975707/access-rules-to-be-eased-for-foreign-patients
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-thailand-first-case-contact-tracing-13082582
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/thailand-border-surveillance-tighter-myanmar-covid-19-13102948


   

 

   

 

 

 The government on September 15 approved long-term tourist visas for those who agree 

to a 14-day quarantine and stay for at least 90 days. 

 

 The state of emergency decree was extended for a sixth time on September 28, to last 

until the end of October. 

 

 On September 28, Thailand announced a plan to slowly reopen to tourism. 150 tourists 

will arrive in Phuket via charter flight from Guangzhou, China. After that, two more 

groups of foreign travelers—from China and Europe—will arrive on October 26 and 

November 1, respectively. 

 

 The cabinet announced on September 29 that it would allow foreigners unable to return to 

their home countries due to Covid-19 to stay in Thailand until October 31. 
 

August 

 

 Under Phase 6 of loosening lockdown restrictions, foreign residential and work permit 

holders and their families, and migrant workers, can return beginning August 4.    

 

 All schools resumed in-person classes on August 13. More than 3,000 foreign teachers 

have been cleared for entry.  

 

 Thailand on August 21 extended its state of emergency for the fifth time, continuing until 

the end of September.  

 

 Thailand on August 26 announced it was delaying human trials of its Covid-19 vaccine 

until the end of the year due to limited production capacity. Trials were expected to begin 

by October.  

 

 The interior secretary on August 28 ordered 10 provinces bordering Myanmar to tighten 

security and health protocols after a new wave of infections were in reported in Rakhine 

state. Businesses were told to refrain from bringing Myanmar workers into the country.    

 

July 

 

 The state of emergency first declared by Prime Minister Prayuth on March 26 has been 

extended through the end of August, though lockdown measures for most businesses 

were relaxed on June 29. The state-of-emergency decree grants the government sweeping 

powers to restrict domestic travel, ban social gatherings, and censor the media. 

 

 Thailand lifted its ban on incoming flights on July 1 and reopened 37 checkpoints along 

its borders with Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and Malaysia to facilitate cargo transport.  

 

 On July 13, Thailand increased security at its land borders amid concerns over a second 

wave of Covid-19 infections. 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1985839/cabinet-approves-long-term-tourist-visas
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20200928_26/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1993687/stranded-foreigners-can-stay-until-oct-31
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1962003/caat-lifts-entry-ban-on-select-foreigners
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1966583/schools-to-resume-classroom-teaching-thursday
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1965355/3-000-to-teach-after-strict-quarantine-bid
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailand-to-extend-state-of-emergency-amid-fears-of-second-coronavirus-wave
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1975071/govt-delays-human-testing-for-coronavirus-vaccine
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1976171/tighter-covid-19-precautions-for-provinces-bordering-myanmar
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1976275/companies-asked-to-delay-bringing-in-workers-from-covid-hit-myanmar
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-state-of-emergency-declared-in-thailand-by-pm-prayut-with-tough-new
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailand-extends-state-of-emergency-for-fourth-time-to-curb-covid-19
https://cpj.org/2020/03/thailand-declares-state-of-emergency-imposes-press.php
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1943128/thailand-to-lift-ban-on-international-flights-wednesday
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/06/30/cambodia-and-laos-happy-as-thailand-reopens-37-border-checkpoints
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/06/30/cambodia-and-laos-happy-as-thailand-reopens-37-border-checkpoints
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-thailand/thailand-tightens-borders-over-fears-of-second-wave-of-coronavirus-idUSKCN24E195


   

 

   

 

 

 Thailand on July 23 announced that migrant workers from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 

and Vietnam with proper paperwork would be allowed to return to the country, while 

migrant workers entering through irregular channels would be deported in line with the 

July 13 hardening of land borders. 

 

 The Royal Thai Army on July 29 announced it was suspending all plans to send 

personnel to overseas military exercises after nine soldiers returning from the Lightning 

Forge 2020 drill in Hawaii tested positive for Covid-19. 

 

June 

 

 Provincial and international travel along with all public transport was allowed to resume 

as part of a third phase of gradual reopening through June. The government announced 

the country would completely reopen on July 1. 

 

May 

 

 Thailand removed South Korea and China, including Hong Kong and Macau, from its list 

of Covid-19 Disease Infected Zones on May 15, easing restrictions on travel to and from 

those countries. 

 

 Thailand began to ease restrictions on business operations on May 3, allowing certain 

businesses to reopen, including retail stores, food services, and markets. It reopened more 

businesses, including department stores and shopping malls, on May 17. 

 

 Thailand in May created a Covid-19 contact-tracing app, Thai Chana (Thailand Wins).  

 

April 

 

 On April 15, Prime Minister Prayuth announced plans to gradually ease Covid-19 

restrictions at the end of the month due to a decline in new confirmed cases. 

 

March 

 

 Thailand closed all its borders on March 22 and banned foreign visitors. 

 

Economic Response 

 

October 

 

 The government announced on October 7 that it will give 3.7 million taxpayers a tax 

deduction of up to $960 on purchases of goods and services from October to December. 

 

September 

 

https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/07/24/migrant-workers-allowed-to-return-to-thailand-as-country-eases-lockdown
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1959439/covid-risk-grounds-thai-soldiers-from-overseas-exercises
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1925768/complete-end-to-lockdown-on-july-1
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/bangkok-plans-to-reopen-some-businesses-as-coronavirus-infection-slows
https://thethaiger.com/coronavirus/new-app-latest-weapon-in-thailands-fight-against-covid-19
https://www.reuters.com/article/thailand-economy/update-1-thailand-to-offer-tax-incentives-to-boost-consumption-idUSL4N2GY1WW


   

 

   

 

 Thailand on September 9 announced plans to invest nearly $1 billion to support its farm 

sector and create rural jobs. 

 

  To help low-income workers and boost the economy, the government on September 16 

approved a $100 handout to 10 million people, which must be spent in the last quarter of 

this year. 

 

 The Thai cabinet on September 22 approved a one-year extension of a scheme to help 

underprivileged people with their electricity and water bills during the pandemic.  

 

August 

 

 The government approved a $28.5 million stimulus package to support farming and 

tourism sectors on August 4.  

 

 The government announced that social security contributions will be cut for a second 

time from September through November. 

 

 The government has approved a $32 million budget to support domestic vaccine 

production.  

 

 The Thai cabinet on August 25 approved stimulus measures to support domestic tourism, 

including subsidies for travel and accommodations.  

 

 The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration extended the deadline for land and building 

tax payments until October 31. 

 

 Prime Minister Prayuth on August 29 accepted a petition for over $767 million in soft 

loans to bail out seven domestic budget airlines.  

 

July 

 

 The Thai cabinet on July 8 approved a $3.2 billion budget for projects targeted at 

boosting consumption and tourism.  

 

 Ninety-two public-private partnership projects worth $3.3 trillion are currently being 

planned to stimulate the economy. 

 

April 

 

 On April 7, the government unveiled plans for a new stimulus package worth $58 

billion—10 percent of GDP. Of this, $18 billion was earmarked for financial aid to 

workers, $12 billion for infrastructure and job investments, $15 billion for soft loans to 

small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and $12 billion for a Corporate Bond 

Liquidity Stabilization Fund. 

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1986519/new-b3-000-handout-approved-for-10m-people?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=3883ed3080-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_30_02_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3883ed3080-
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1339094/covid-19-pandemic-thailand-extends-electricity-water-subsidies-for-another-year
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1962647/covid-hit-businesses-get-b884m-boost
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1963367/sso-payments-cut-again-to-ease-pain
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-thai-cabinet-approves-measures-domestic-tourism-13051558
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1976347/bma-delays-new-land-tax-payment-till-end-october
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1976423/pm-agrees-to-bail-out-7-airlines
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thai-cabinet-approves-446-billion-plan-for-reviving-virus-hit-economy
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1900560/trillion-baht-public-private-investment-projects-planned
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1900560/trillion-baht-public-private-investment-projects-planned


   

 

   

 

 On April 28, the cabinet approved monthly payments of $154 for three months to the 8.4 

million households registered as farmers. 

 

March 

 

 The government approved a stimulus package on March 10 that was expected to inject 

$12.7 billion into the economy.  

 

Economic Projections  

 

 The IMF in October revised their economic growth outlook for Thailand to -7.1 percent 

for 2020, an improvement over its June prediction. The IMF also predicts a rebound to 4 

percent growth in 2021. 

 

 Thailand’s central bank said in October that it expects the economy to contract by 7.8 

percent this year. 

 
 The ADB on September 15 projected that Thailand’s GDP would contract by 8 percent in 

2020 and would expand by 4.5 percent in 2021. 

 
 The World Bank forecasted that the Thai economy will shrink at least 8.3 percent this 

year, with a projected rebound of 4.9 percent in 2021. 
 

 Thailand’s Ministry of Finance on November 23 announced that it expected the economy 

to grow by 4 percent in 2021. 
 

 Up to 14.4 million jobs may be lost due to the combined pressures of the Covid-19 

pandemic and drought. The National Economic and Social Development Council expects 

this to include 2.5 million jobs in tourism, 1.5 million in the industrial sector, and 4.4 

million in other services.  

 

 In June, Kasikorn Research Center noted that unemployment in Greater Bangkok rose to 

9.6 percent, much higher than normal. In May, the president of the Thai Chamber of 

Commerce predicted that up to one-quarter of Thais would be unemployed due to the 

global shutdown. 

 

 S&P on April 14 downgraded Thailand’s credit rating outlook from “positive” to “stable” 

due to uncertainties introduced by Covid-19 

 

Timor-Leste 

 

Despite initial fears that Timor-Leste's weak health infrastructure would not be able to handle an 

outbreak of Covid-19, the country has effectively contained the virus since March. After 

announcing a state of emergency, the government heavily restricted travel to and from Timor-

Leste and strictly enforced health guidelines for all travelers and residents.  

 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.bot.or.th/English/PressandSpeeches/Press/2020/Pages/n7263.aspx
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1993659/world-bank-economic-recovery-will-take-at-least-2-years
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/985231563917602542/mpo-tha.pdf
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2024239/ministry-foresees-4-growth-in-2021
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/05/596127/over-14-million-thais-face-unemployment-due-covid-19-drought
https://kasikornresearch.com/en/analysis/k-econ/economy/Pages/y3868.aspx
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-05-06/As-coronavirus-lockdown-eases-Thais-face-unemployment-crisis-QgZjVwexFu/index.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1899595/sp-downgrades-thailands-sovereign-rating-outlook


   

 

   

 

Public Health Response 

 

October 

 

 Timor-Leste on October 3 extended its state of emergency for another 30 days.   

 

 Timor-Leste on October 27 extended its state of emergency until December 3. 

 

 On October 28, the government announced a mandatory mask wearing policy from 

November 4 to December 3. 

 

September 

 

 Timor-Leste on September 4 extended its state of emergency through October 4. 

  

August 

 

 On August 6, Timor-Leste implemented its fourth state of emergency, effective until 

September 4.  

 

 On August 25, the Timor-Leste government declared victory over Covid-19. 
 

June 

 

 The country’s second state of emergency expired on June 26. While internal restrictions 

were relaxed, many restaurants, government buildings, and markets still mandated 

restrictions including mask-wearing and social distancing. 
 

May 

 

 On May 27, President Francisco Guterres renewed Timor-Leste's state of emergency for 

another month but adopted more flexible measures. 
 

 On May 29, some religious, cultural, school, and sporting events were permitted as 

border control was strengthened.  
 

 On May 29, foreigners born in Timor-Leste, resident citizens, and legal guardians of 

Timorese minors were permitted to enter the country. In addition, foreigners deemed 

essential to business or transportation were allowed to enter.  

 

April 

 

 Dili’s international airport restricted international and domestic commercial operations as 

of April 4, with an unspecified end date. 
 

http://timor-leste.gov.tl/?p=25816&lang=en&n=1
http://timor-leste.gov.tl/?p=26014&lang=en&n=1
https://visao.sapo.pt/atualidade/mundo/2020-10-28-covid-19-uso-de-mascara-obrigatorio-em-recintos-publicos-em-timor-leste/
http://timor-leste.gov.tl/?p=25535&lang=en&n=1
http://timor-leste.gov.tl/?p=25415&lang=en&lang=en
https://www.ucanews.com/news/tiny-timor-leste-declares-victory-over-covid-19/89272
https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-june-29-2020/
https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-may-28-2020/
https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-june-18-2020/
https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-may-30-2020/
https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-june-18-2020/


   

 

   

 

 On April 8, Prime Minister Taur Matan Ruak withdrew a resignation he had issued in 

February, deciding to stay on until the virus was defeated and a new government could 

form. 

 

 Beginning April 13, travelers, regardless of their citizenship, were forbidden from 

entering or exiting the country. 

 

 On April 24, President Guterres renewed Timor-Leste's state of emergency. 
 

 On April 29, the Council of Ministers reinstated public transportation, including taxis.  

 

March 

 

 After Timor-Leste reported its first case of Covid-19 on March 21, President Guterres 

announced a state of emergency on March 28, including travel restrictions, managed 

migration, and imposition of social health interventions.  
 

Economic Response 

 

October 

 

 The government on October 20 presented its economic recovery plan to the national 

parliament, consisting of 71 short- and medium-term measures to boost the economy.  
 

April 

 

 On April 8, the government approved a $250 million fund for Covid-19 relief. 
 

Economic Projections 

 

 The IMF projects Timor-Leste’s GDP to contract by 3 percent in 2020. 

 

 In October, the IMF projected that Timor-Leste's GDP would contract 6.8 percent in 

2020 and grow 4 percent in 2021. 

 

 The World Bank predicts GDP growth to decline by 6.8 percent in 2020.  

 

Vietnam 

 

Despite limited resources and a bustling border with China, Vietnam initially managed to 

effectively contain the pandemic. Life had returned to normal for most Vietnamese until a 

second wave spread from the city of Danang. Vietnam recorded its first handful of deaths at the 

end of July, but Hanoi’s response was swift, getting the virus back under control by early 

September. Vietnam offers an important cautionary tale: no country, no matter how effective its 

initial response, is out of the woods yet. New imported cases are inevitable as countries reopen, 

and vigilance is paramount, especially as Vietnam reopens flights to major cities around Asia to 

https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-may-28-2020/
https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-may-28-2020/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/325301/timor-leste-first-covid-19-case-confirmed-march-21-update-2
https://tl.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-dili-timor-leste-march-28-2020/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-timor-leste/
http://timor-leste.gov.tl/?p=25942&lang=en&n=1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-timor/east-timor-pm-withdraws-resignation-to-tackle-coronavirus-idUSKBN21Q1EP
https://www.imf.org/en/Countries/TLS#whatsnew
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/328061563917606014/mpo-tls.pdf


   

 

   

 

encourage foreign investment. Vietnam’s economy has been surprisingly resilient; it is the only 

Southeast Asian nation still projected to have positive economic growth this year. 

 

Public Health Response 

 

October  

 

 On October 1, Vietnam’s immigration department announced another automatic stay 

extension until the end of the month for foreigners stranded in Vietnam due to the 

pandemic. 
 

 Vietnam on October 8 announced it was temporarily suspending regular inbound flights 

pending the issuance of official national quarantine procedures.  

 
 Ho Chi Minh City on October 9 announced that it would continue to require all citizens 

to wear face masks when leaving their homes. City officials that same day also outlined 

quarantine requirements for arriving foreigners.  

 

 Vietnam and Japan agreed to quarantine-free procedures for short-term entries beginning 

on November 1.  

 

September 

 

 Foreign experts, investors, managers, and diplomats entering the country for fewer than 

14 days are no longer be required to quarantine as of September 2.  

 

 As of September 11, Vietnam required seven-day centralized quarantine for foreigners, in 

anticipation of resumed commercial flights.  

 

 Vietnam on September 15 announced it would restart passenger flights to and from 

Guangzhou, Seoul, Tokyo, Taipei, Phnom Penh, and Vientiane this month in an effort to 

encourage foreign investment inflows.  

 

August 

 

 On August 3, a government spokesperson said that Vietnam has no plans for a 

widespread Covid-19 lockdown and will only put areas considered epicenters under strict 

quarantine. 

 

 Danang on August 11 announced that it was extending its social distancing measures 

indefinitely. 

 

 With the second-largest outbreak after Danang, Quang Nam Province on August 13 

suspended non-essential services until further notice. 

 

https://www.vietnam-briefing.com/news/vietnam-business-operations-and-the-coronavirus-updates.html/
https://tuoitrenews.vn/news/society/20201008/vietnam-suspends-inbound-flights-pending-official-quarantine-procedures/57167.html
https://tuoitrenews.vn/news/society/20201009/ho-chi-minh-city-tells-residents-to-continue-wearing-face-masks-in-public/57188.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/793289/hcm-city-spells-out-quarantine-rules-for-arriving-foreigners.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/803710/vn-japan-agree-on-quarantine-free-procedures-for-short-term-entries.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/no-more-14-day-quarantine-for-foreign-experts-entering-vietnam-4155791.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-requires-seven-day-centralized-quarantine-for-foreigners-as-it-resumes-flights-4160463.html
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3101746/vietnam-restarts-flights-six-cities-asia-business-travellers
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vietnam/vietnam-says-early-august-decisive-in-containing-coronavirus-idUSKBN24Z0FO
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/da-nang-extends-social-distancing-for-a-fortnight-4144822.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/quang-nam-indefinitely-suspends-non-essential-services-4145846.html


   

 

   

 

 Vietnam registered to buy a Russian Covid-19 vaccine, state television announced on 

August 14. In the meantime, Vietnam will continue developing its own vaccine. 

 

 Beginning August 19, all restaurants in Hanoi must adopt social distancing measures and 

require masks. 

 

 Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc on August 19 called for greater inspection measures 

for medical equipment amid reports of the circulation of substandard gloves and face 

masks 

 

 Quang Nam Province lifted social distancing measures on August 28.   

 

 On August 31, the Ministry of Health issued a directive allowing foreigners entering 

Vietnam to work for a period of less than 14 days to forgo quarantine. 

 

July 

 

 Vietnam resumed issuing e-visas to foreign visitors from 80 countries on July 1. 

 

 Vietnam on July 13 announced it was allowing the resumption of commercial flights to 

and from China. 

 

 On July 27, Vietnam began a four-day evacuation process of 80,000 people from Danang 

after several new cases cropped up in the tourist hotspot over the weekend. Meanwhile, 

the Vietnamese government warned of stiff penalties for illegal immigration and 

mandated social distancing in Danang while banning gatherings of 30 or more. 

 

 The Vietnamese government swiftly imposed a lockdown on Danang, restricting any 

flights or public transit in or out of the city and closing entertainment venues. 

 

 Vietnam recorded its first two deaths from Covid-19 on Friday, July 31.  

 

June  

 

 Flights between Vietnam and Japan for commercial activities resumed between June 25 

and 27.  

 

 Cross-border travel restrictions with Cambodia were lifted on June 22. 

 

May 

 

 On May 7, the Ministry of Transport announced that all public and commercial transport 

could begin to operate at full capacity and frequency. 

 

 The country reopened six secondary border gates with China in mid-May to facilitate the 

resumption of cross-border trade. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vietnam-vaccine/vietnam-to-buy-russian-covid-19-vaccine-idUSKCN25A0M0
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/hanoi-mandates-social-distancing-at-restaurants-cafes-4147991.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/771281/pm-calls-for-crackdown-on-poor-quality-medical-supplies.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/quang-nam-ends-social-distancing-after-nine-day-clean-streak-4153590.html
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=23f8d0e3-f0da-46a6-be5c-c33cf4657e94
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-to-resume-e-visa-issuance-in-july-4105848.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-set-to-resume-flights-to-china-4129760.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Coronavirus-Free-to-read/Coronavirus-latest-Emergent-signs-with-AstraZeneca-for-vaccine?del_type=10&pub_date=20200727150000&seq_num=2&si=%25%25user_id%25%25
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Vietnam-tightens-border-control-as-new-coronavirus-cases-emerge?utm_campaign=RN%20Subscriber%20newsletter&utm_medium=daily%20newsletter&utm_source=NAR%20Newsletter&utm_content=article%20link&del_type=1&pub_date=20200727190000&seq_num=2&si=%25%25user_id%25%25
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3094940/coronavirus-latest-vietnam-suspends-flights-and-da-nang
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-vietnam-reports-first-death-virus-emerge-danang-12979308
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-japan-vietnam-idUSKBN23U0PG
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50736881/cambodia-lifts-cross-border-travel-restrictions-with-vietnam/
https://tuoitrenews.vn/news/society/20200508/transport-services-in-vietnam-return-to-normal/54459.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/business/economy/vietnam-reopens-secondary-border-gates-with-china-4098888.html


   

 

   

 

 

April 

  

 A national lockdown began on April 1.  

 

 The government on April 15 released a decree to prevent the spread of “fake news” 

related to the pandemic. Violators face fines of about $400 to $850. 

 

 Social isolation measures were lifted in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi on April 23 with 

some restrictions remaining for hospitality and entertainment businesses. “Unnecessary 

major events” remained banned, and non-essential public services suspended.  

 

 The government released guidelines on April 25 that allowed localities to lift Covid-19 

restrictions if they had contained the virus. 

 

February 

 

 Vietnam declared a state of emergency and banned all flights to and from China on 

February 1. 

 

 On February 15, Vietnam announced its first local quarantine orders. 

 

January 

 

 Vietnam recorded its first case of Covid-19 on January 23. 

 

Economic Response  

 

November  

 

 Vietnam’s National Assembly on November 17 passed a series of measures to assist 

national flag carrier Vietnam Airlines, including allowing the State Bank of Vietnam to 

refinance and offer loan extensions to the company. 
 

 Ho Chi Minh City on November 18 approved a proposal to disburse over $1 million in 

unemployment benefits to workers in non-essential sectors impacted by Covid-19. 
 

October  

 

 On October 2, the government announced a 30 percent corporate income tax cut for 

certain businesses for the 2020 financial year. 
 

August 

 

 Ho Chi Minh City on August 17 allocated $26 million in financial support to over 

500,000 individuals impacted by Covid-19, including workers laid off or on unpaid leave.  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vietnam-security/vietnam-introduces-fake-news-fines-for-coronavirus-misinformation-idUSKCN21X0EB
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/covid-19-reprieve-hanoi-hcmc-to-end-social-distancing-with-variations-4088598.html
http://www.theasianbanker.com/news-on-covid19/vietnam-records-no-new-covid-19-as-economy-reopens
http://www.theasianbanker.com/news-on-covid19/vietnam-records-no-new-covid-19-as-economy-reopens
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-health-vietnam-flights/vietnam-bans-all-flights-to-and-from-china-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN1ZW03X
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/314431/vietnam-government-issues-new-coronavirus-related-travel-restrictions-february-15-update-8
https://vnexpress.net/dich-viem-phoi-corona/hai-nguoi-viem-phoi-vu-han-cach-ly-tai-benh-vien-cho-ray-4046299.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/business/companies/vietnam-airlines-to-get-bailout-funds-after-pandemic-impacts-4193255.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/hcmc-earmarks-1-1-mln-for-workers-in-non-essential-businesses-hit-by-covid-19-4191134.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/hcmc-spends-25-mln-on-543-000-pandemic-victims-4147756.html


   

 

   

 

 

April  

 

 In early April, the government announced plans for a $2.6 billion fiscal package to 

support those most affected by the pandemic. Under the new package, those displaced 

from their jobs received about $76 per month through June, low-income households 

collected about $42 per month, and those who “rendered services to the state during the 

revolution” were sent about $22 a month.  

 

 The government has delayed collecting an estimated $7.6 billion in value-added tax, 

corporate income tax, and land rent from various businesses and households for five 

months starting April. 

 

March  

  

 On March 3, Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc announced a $1.16 billion fiscal 

stimulus package from the government’s contingency budget. The package included tax 

breaks, delayed tax payments, and government spending on infrastructure.  

 

 Vietnam stopped exporting rice on March 24 to ensure national food security. 

 

Economic Projections 

 

 The IMF in October lowered Vietnam’s GDP growth projections for 2020 to 1.6 percent, 

down from 7.0 percent in 2019.  

 

 On September 15, the ADB revised Vietnam’s projected economic growth to 1.8 percent, 

but the economy is expected to bounce back at 6.3 percent in 2021.  

 

 The World Bank estimates that Vietnam’s GDP will grow by 2.8 percent in 2020 and 6.7 

percent in 2021.  

 

 The World Bank estimates that Vietnam’s annual inflation rate will be 3.7 percent for 

2020. 

 

 Vietnam’s first quarter employment rate reached a 10-year high. On July 10, the 

government announced that the Covid-19 pandemic had negatively impacted about 31 

million workers, with 900,000 out of work and up to 18 million receiving reduced 

income. The services sector has been most heavily impacted, with 72 percent of workers 

affected. 
 

 In late May, S&P maintained Vietnam's credit rating at BB, with a stable outlook. 
 

ASEAN Response to Covid-19 

 

https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/674554/govt-considering-unprecedented-us26b-support-package-for-vietnamese-hit-by-covid-19.html
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/635666/ado2020-update.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/972091563917611616/mpo-vnm.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/972091563917611616/mpo-vnm.pdf
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/vietnam-says-31-million-workers-impacted-by-pandemic-risk-of-rising-unemployment
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/vietnam-says-31-million-workers-impacted-by-pandemic-risk-of-rising-unemployment
https://vietnaminsider.vn/sp-maintains-vietnams-sovereign-rating-at-bb-with-stable-outlook/
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/04/14/weo-april-2020


   

 

   

 

While ASEAN has convened a series of meetings on how to deal with the pandemic, including 

with external partners such as the United States, China, and the European Union, there has been 

little collective action. Diplomatically, the crisis has threatened ASEAN’s centrality in regional 

affairs, with the crisis causing the cancellation of several key ASEAN meetings, including the 

ASEAN-U.S. summit scheduled for March 14 in Las Vegas and the 36th ASEAN Summit 

scheduled for April 6-9 in Vietnam. The latter was held as a virtual summit on June 26 where 

leaders agreed to establish an ASEAN Covid-19 fund and a regional reserve of medical supplies 

and coordinated disease response mechanisms. 

 

 

 Singapore’s prime minister Lee Hsien Loong announced at the ASEAN Summit on 

November 12 that his country will contribute $100,000 to the Covid-19 ASEAN 

Response Fund. 

 
 Vietnam donated $5 million worth of health equipment to ASEAN’s regional reserves 

and contributed $100,000 to ASEAN’s Covid-19 Response Fund on November 12.  

 

 ASEAN pledged to step up cooperation with the European Union and India following the 

ASEAN-EU and ASEAN-India Ministerial Meetings on September 12, where both sides 

agreed to support capacity building and response to the Covid-19 pandemic and promote 

recovery.  

 

 Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced on September 10 that the U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control will open a regional office in Hanoi to increase its public health 

engagement in Southeast Asia.  

 

 During the September 10 ASEAN-US Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, the United States 

introduced cooperation and support programs for ASEAN member states that focused on 

four main fields: strengthening public health systems for the future, building connectivity 

through human capital development, advancing partnerships in economic cooperation, 

and promoting maritime cooperation for a secure Indo-Pacific. 

 

 During the ASEAN-China Ministerial meeting on September 9, ministers of member 

countries called for increased cooperation with China in supporting ASEAN’s Covid-19 

response as well as in areas in economic development, cybersecurity, maritime issues, 

and disaster relief.  

 

 The ASEAN Foreign Minister’s Meeting kicked off on September 9 with a draft 

communique acknowledging widespread supply chain disruptions, job losses, and 

demand shocks.  

 

 At the ASEAN Economic Minister’s Meeting in late August, ASEAN member countries 

pledged to collaborate and support external partners’ Covid-19 vaccine development by 

sharing key clinical data and reports.  

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1934120/vietnam-to-host-virtual-asean-summit-on-june-26-in-hanoi
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/asean-summit-pm-lee-singapore-covid-19-fund-contribute-rcep-13523534
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/805260/viet-nam-donates-medical-supplies-worth-5-million-to-regional-reserve.html
https://en.nhandan.org.vn/politics/item/9073802-asean-step-up-cooperation-with-eu-india.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/US-to-open-regional-CDC-office-in-Vietnam-to-tackle-COVID-19
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/772209/us-highlights-cooperation-programmes-with-asean-countries.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/asean-seeks-china-s-active-participation-in-covid-19-fight-4159679.html
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/08/30/miti-asean-to-share-data-to-support-covid-19-vaccine-development/1898546


   

 

   

 

 The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly Caucus met on August 14 with the aim of 

deepening coordination on Covid-19 response. 

 

 ASEAN on July 29 convened a meeting between ASEAN and Australian health experts 

to discuss best practices on the public health response to Covid-19. 

 

 Southeast Asian leaders virtually attended the 36th ASEAN Summit on June 26, where 

they addressed “land reclamations, recent developments and serious incidents” in the 

South China Sea, the Rohingya crisis, and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the 

region. As part of the post-pandemic recovery plan, ASEAN will establish a Covid-19 

response fund for medical supplies and aid. Thailand has already pledged $100,000 and 

ASEAN partners China, Japan, and South Korea are expected to contribute. 

 

 The 29th Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Trade Negotiating 

Committee Meeting was held April 20 to 24. Representatives from the 17 parties to the 

agreement reaffirmed their commitment to sign it into law in 2020. They also voiced 

interest in engaging with India to bring it back into the fold and reiterated the importance 

of RCEP in jumpstarting the global economy in response to Covid-19. 

 

 ASEAN foreign ministers participated in an ASEAN-U.S. special foreign ministers’ 

meeting with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and ASEAN Secretary General Lim Jock 

Hoi on April 23. In addition to discussing coordination on Covid-19, Pompeo raised 

Washington’s concerns about China’s damming of the Mekong River and its continued 

assertiveness in the South China Sea despite the ongoing pandemic.  

 

 On February 20, the foreign ministers of ASEAN and China met in Vientiane, Laos, to 

discuss ways to tackle the public health and economic implications of the global 

pandemic. The 10 ASEAN countries and China agreed to step up cooperation in sharing 

medical and health information and best practices to enhance emergency preparedness 

and response, with the communiqué praising China’s response to the pandemic. 

 

International Assistance to Southeast Asia 

  

China’s “Mask Diplomacy”  

 

With Covid-19 largely contained domestically, the Chinese government has pivoted to providing 

assistance abroad. Southeast Asia is a particular focus. Unlike in Europe, where China’s so-

called “mask diplomacy” has generated criticism due to some faulty equipment and skepticism 

about Beijing’s geopolitical intentions, Southeast Asian governments have welcomed China’s 

emergency medical assistance. Chinese aid generally consists of surgical masks, test kits, and 

other equipment, as well as dispatching medical experts. Equipment is typically handed over 

with great fanfare. In addition to the Chinese government, foundations linked to billionaire Jack 

Ma and state-owned enterprises have made large donations of medical supplies to Southeast 

Asian countries.  

 

Chinese assistance has included: 

https://asean.org/asean-australia-health-experts-meeting-covid-19/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3090793/south-china-sea-disputes-rohingya-refugees-agenda-asean-meeting
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2020/06/25/world/asia/ap-as-asean.html
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2020/06/25/world/asia/ap-as-asean.html
https://asean.org/joint-statement-29th-regional-comprehensive-economic-partnership-trade-negotiating-committee-rcep-tnc-meeting/
https://asean.org/joint-statement-29th-regional-comprehensive-economic-partnership-trade-negotiating-committee-rcep-tnc-meeting/
https://asean.org/co-chairs-statement-special-asean-united-states-foreign-ministers-meeting-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/
https://asean.org/statement-special-asean-china-foreign-ministers-meeting-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/
https://time.com/5814940/china-mask-diplomacy-falters/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/chinas-mask-diplomacy/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3076728/eu-fires-warning-shot-china-coronavirus-battle-narratives


   

 

   

 

  

• ASEAN: On April 21, China donated 75,000 surgical masks, 300 bottles of hand sanitizer, 

and 35 infrared thermometers to the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta. 

 

• Malaysia: The Chinese Embassy in Malaysia delivered a batch of medical supplies to 

Sungai Buloh Hospital on March 19. The Chinese government and other entities sent 

three more relief packages in March. Foreign Minister Hishammuddin Hussein received 

the largest shipment of medical supplies from China on March 28. On May 15, Senior 

Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob expressed his appreciation for China’s support in fighting 

the pandemic to his Chinese counterpart, Minister of National Defence General Wei 

Fenghe.  

 

• Philippines: China’s first shipment of medical donations to the Philippines arrived on 

March 21. China sent a team of medical experts and a second batch of donations on April 

5, followed by another one on April 27. On May 10, China sent another shipment of 

supplies, including 100 ventilators, 150,000 test kits, 70,000 protective suits, 70,000 N95 

masks, 1.3 surgical masks, and 70,000 goggles. China’s Ministry of National Defence 

contributed another batch of supplies, including more than 80,000 surgical masks, 

goggles, and suits on May 13. China on June 9 provided 7,200 bags of rice to officials in 

Cebu to commemorate the 45th anniversary of Philippines-China relations. The Chinese 

Embassy in Manila on June 15 announced that it was donating over 3,000 tons of rice to 

families impacted by Covid-19. China on August 13 donated 130 ventilators to the 

Philippines. 

 

• Thailand: China sent medical supplies worth $9 million. Deputy Defense Minister 

Chaichan Changmongkol received them in a public ceremony on May 12. This followed 

a shipment received in April during the Songkran Festival. The Chinese Embassy in 

Bangkok, in partnership with the state-owned Industrial and Commercial Bank of China 

(ICBC), has donated 120,000 masks. An additional batch of supplies with 1.3 million 

masks, 70,000 N95 masks, 150,000 test kits, and 70,000 suits of personal protective 

equipment (PPE) arrived on June 29. 

 

• Indonesia: On March 20, Indonesia sent a military aircraft to Shanghai to pick up 9 tons 

of medical supplies. A consortium of Chinese institutions and ministries sent 40 tons of 

Covid-19 test kits and other medical supplies to Indonesia one week later. On April 4, 

President Xi Jinping committed to helping Indonesia fight the outbreak during a phone 

call with President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo, reportedly saying, “We believe that with your 

perseverance, Indonesia will be able to defeat this pandemic.” Indonesia’s Covid-19 task 

force obtained RNA isolation kits, polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test kits, and a viral 

transport medium kit from China on April 26. The Sichuan NGO Network for 

International Exchanges on May 14 donated over 10,000 masks to the Indonesian 

Chinese Entrepreneur Association. On June 5, the Chinese government donated an 

additional 100,000 test kits, 70,000 sets of PPE, 70,000 protective masks, and 1.3 million 

surgical masks. 

 

https://asean.org/china-donates-medical-supplies-asean-secretariat-covid-19-prevention/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/05/15/malaysia-china-boost-cooperation-in-fighting-covid-19
https://www.rappler.com/nation/254993-china-donation-coronavirus-testing-kits-protective-equipment
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/10/c_139045510.htm
http://en.people.cn/n3/2020/0514/c90000-9690140.html
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1288891/chinese-consulate-turns-over-7200-bags-of-rice-on-45th-anniversary-of-relations-with-ph
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/15/china-donates-rice-for-virus-affected-filipino-families/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-08/13/c_139288160.htm
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1917024/china-gives-more-gear-to-fight-covid
http://english.www.gov.cn/news/videos/202004/16/content_WS5e97f61dc6d0b3f0e9495939.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/29/c_139175892.htm
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/20/covid-19-indonesian-military-to-get-medical-equipment-from-china.html
https://en.tempo.co/read/1324664/40-tons-of-covid-19-medical-kits-from-china-arrive-in-indonesia
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/04/china-reiterates-commitment-to-help-indonesia-win-fight-against-covid-19.html
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/indonesia-receives-vital-equipment-from-china-to-ramp-up-covid19-testing
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/15/c_139060305.htm
http://id.china-embassy.org/eng/sgdt/t1787512.htm


   

 

   

 

• Laos: From April 10-11, a team of Chinese medical experts shared anti-epidemic 

experiences and held training courses throughout Laos. The team provided 10,000 PCR 

kits, 10,000 KN95 masks, and 30,000 masks. The city of Kunming on August 14 

provided medical supplies and equipment to Vientiane and Luang Prabang, including two 

ambulances. 

 

• Cambodia: On March 18, China sent medical supplies including detection kits, 

ventilators, PPE, and masks to Cambodia. On March 23, a Chinese medical team from 

Guangxi province delivered medical supplies including ventilators, medical masks, and 

test kits to Phnom Penh. China shared another shipment of “urgently needed” Covid-19 

supplies, including testing kits and protective gowns, on April 26 at Cambodia’s request. 

Cambodia received another donation of unspecified medical supplies on June 4. UNICEF 

on October 21 announced a collaboration with China’s Ministry of Commerce to provide 

hygiene supplies and education materials to more than 3,000 Cambodian preschools. 

 

• Myanmar: On April 8, a 12-person Chinese medical team from Yunnan province arrived 

in Yangon for a 14-day visit, followed by another visit on April 24. On April 22, China 

provided 20 ventilators reportedly worth $400,000 and followed that up with another 15 

machines on April 30. China sent medical experts from the People’s Liberation Army on 

April 24 to train Myanmar army medical workers on Covid-19 infection control. China 

on May 13 delivered 150,000 test kits and 18,000 sets of PPE to the Myanmar Health and 

Sports Ministry. Chinese ambassador Chen Hai on June 9 announced the donation of 

masks, goggles, and other PPE in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of diplomatic 

ties between China and Myanmar. 

 

• Brunei: On April 23, China provided Brunei with medical supplies, including 100,000 

N95 respirators and 1,000 surgical gowns. The Chinese Embassy in Brunei also donated 

about $42,000 to Brunei’s Covid-19 Relief Fund. On May 14, Brunei received masks, 

goggles, protective clothing, suits, and more. China on August 11 provided Brunei with 

35,000 face masks and 5,000 units of hand sanitizer. As of August 11, over $1.3 million 

in aid has been given to Brunei from more than 12 Chinese companies and China-Brunei 

joint ventures.  

 

• Singapore: On May 5, Singapore received a total of 620,000 face masks from the Chinese 

government and the Red Cross Society of China. 

 

Non-government Chinese aid has included:  

  

• Chinese non-government entities have also been active, most notably the Alibaba and 

Jack Ma foundations. On March 19, the two foundations announced they would send 

2,000,000 masks, 150,000 test kits, 20,000 sets of PPE, and 20,000 face shields to 

Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Myanmar, and Thailand. On April 9, the Industrial 

and Commercial Bank of China donated medical equipment worth $117,500, including 

150,000 face masks to Laos. On May 14, Jack Ma and the Manny Pacquiao Foundation 

donated over 50,000 test and extraction kits to the Philippines. As of May 19, Chinese 

enterprises in the Philippines have donated 2.65 million masks and 250,000 protective 

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1185340.shtml
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/sub-new/Previous_157/freeContent/FreeConten_Kunming157.php
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2020-04/26/c_139009615.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/04/c_139114618.htm
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50775372/unicef-and-china-to-support-pre-school-safety/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/chinese-covid-19-specialists-arrive-yangon.html
https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/china-donates-20-ventilators-to-myanmar/
http://www.lmcchina.org/eng/sbhz_2/t1775049.htm
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/china-trains-tatmadaw-medics-assigned-covid-19-centre.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1188283.shtml
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/09/c_139126200.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-04/23/c_139002743.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/15/c_139058401.htm
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/08/12/brunei-receives-more-anti-covid-19-donations-from-china
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/08/12/brunei-receives-more-anti-covid-19-donations-from-china
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/05/c_139032948.htm
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freeContent/FreeConten_International_74.php
https://sports.abs-cbn.com/boxing/news/2020/05/15/pacquiao-jack-ma-donate-50-000-covid-19-tests-ph-68213


   

 

   

 

suits, along with gloves and goggles. Secretary Teodoro Locsin said, “[China] is a model 

for what the rest of the world should be doing. Instead of blaming each other for what's 

happening, we should all start working together to help each other.”  

• On June 19, the China Soong Ching Ling Foundation partnered with the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) to donate 500,000 surgical masks valued at $183,000 

to frontline workers in Indonesia. 

 

Assistance from the United States 

 

The United States has committed $1 billion to support the global response to the pandemic since 

March 2020. As of September 9, more than $87 million of that funding had been earmarked for 

countries in Southeast Asia. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo made clear in March that urgent 

domestic needs in the United States mean this assistance will not include shipments of critical 

medical supplies such as protective gear, in contrast to China’s recent “mask diplomacy.” 

Instead, the funding will be used to train medical workers, boost screening capabilities, and 

bolster national health systems. When making these new pledges, the State Department has 

emphasized past U.S. leadership on global health, citing approximately $3.5 billion in 

international assistance provided over the past two decades. 

 

Pledges have included: 

  

• Philippines: The U.S. government has allocated more than $19.1 million for Covid-19 

aid. This includes $5 million in Economic Support Fund (ESF) assistance to provide 

grants and skills training to heavily affected communities, $6.5 million in health 

assistance, $6.8 million in International Disaster Assistance (IDA), and $875,000 in 

Migration and Refugee Assistance (MRA). During an April 19 phone call, Presidents 

Donald Trump and Rodrigo Duterte discussed cooperation between the United States and 

the Philippines to combat the pandemic. The United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) on June 18 provided an additional $2.5 million for educational 

services during the pandemic. The United States on August 28 donated 100 ventilators to 

the Philippines. USAID on September 28 extended $213 million in funding to the 

Philippines to boost economic development and growth.  

 

• Indonesia: The U.S. government has pledged $11 million to Indonesia for Covid-19 aid, 

encompassing $9 million in health funding, nearly $1.5 million in MRA, and testing and 

visits by technical experts. One hundred ventilators arrived in Indonesia from the United 

States on July 22, followed by 500 more at the end of August. 

 

• Thailand: The U.S. government has pledged approximately $7.2 million for Covid-19 

aid, consisting of $6.5 million in health assistance and $730,000 in MRA for the nine 

border camps housing Myanmar refugees in Thailand. On July 20, the U.S. government 

donated public health supplies including handwashing stations and personal protective 

equipment valued at $14,500 USD (approximately 450,000 THB) to support Mae Fah 

Luang University’s effort to assist vulnerable migrant and ethnic communities in Chiang 

Rai. 

 

https://www.state.gov/united-states-asean-strategic-partnership/
https://www.usaid.gov/philippines/press-releases/jun-10-2020-us-government-announces-new-mindanao-focused-covid-19
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/04/21/2008749/trump-offers-additional-assistance-duterte
https://www.usaid.gov/philippines/press-releases/jun-18-2020-us-provides-php126-million-support-filipino-children-education
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1328460/us-donates-100-ventilators-to-philippines
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/business/2020/9/28/USAID-bilateral-assistance-PH-economy.html
https://www.state.gov/update-the-united-states-continues-to-lead-the-global-response-to-covid-19-2/
https://nusadaily.com/en/news/100-aid-ventilators-from-the-us-arrived-in-indonesia.html
https://id.usembassy.gov/u-s-continues-to-provide-ventilators-to-support-indonesia-in-the-fight-against-covid-19/
https://www.state.gov/update-the-united-states-continues-to-lead-the-global-response-to-covid-19-2/


   

 

   

 

• Laos: The U.S. government has pledged approximately $4.4 million for Covid-19 aid, 

including testing and supplies, plus deliveries of protective equipment and visits by 

technical experts. In an apparent exception to the policy Secretary Pompeo announced in 

March, Washington has provided a modest amount of PPE and medical equipment to 

Laos, including protective goggles, surgical gowns, face shields, biohazard bags, aprons, 

N95 masks, gloves, and hand sanitizer. On June 19, USAID announced plans to provide 

an additional $2.5 million to support the Covid-19 response in Laos. USAID on August 7 

donated medical supplies to the Lao Ministry of Health worth $170,000. On November 6, 

the U.S. Embassy in Laos donated $75,000 worth of Covid-19 test kits and related 

supplies to the Lao government.  

 
• Cambodia: The U.S. government has allocated over $11 million in assistance to 

Cambodia, encompassing risk communication, community engagement, and laboratory 

support in response to the pandemic.  

 

• Myanmar: The U.S. government has pledged approximately $18.5 million in Covid-19 

aid since February. About $6.5 million has gone to health centers conducting contract 

tracing and fever testing. USAID has partnered with UNICEF to deliver nearly 30,000 

N95 masks in conflict-affected parts of Kachin and Shan states. Over 60 percent of those 

were provided to non-governmental organizations. 

 

• Vietnam: The U.S. government has pledged $9.5 million in Covid-19 aid. This includes 

$5 million in ESF to support private-sector recovery and $4.5 million in health assistance, 

covering testing and visits by technical experts. On September 30, the U.S. donated 100 

ventilators, worth over $1.7 million, and pledged grants worth $9.5 million to support 

health services. 

 

• Malaysia: The U.S. government has pledged $1.2 million in Covid-19 aid. This includes 

$1 million for prevention and control of infections in health facilities, community 

engagement, contact-tracing systems, and risk communication, and $200,000 in MRA for 

refugees and asylum seekers in Malaysia.   

 

• Timor-Leste: The U.S. government has given $1.6 million in Covid-19 aid to Timor-

Leste. This includes $1.1 million to help the government prepare to test and trace cases, 

and $500,000 for community engagement and sanitation in health clinics. On June 2, the 

U.S. Embassy in Timor-Leste also donated 15,000 reusable fabric masks to the Ministry 

of Education in order to help students return to school. 

 

Non-government U.S. aid:  

 

U.S. philanthropic assistance has come from a range of sources, including $50 million worldwide 

from the Rockefeller Foundation to combat Covid-19, including to its Asia office in Bangkok. 

Give2Asia, a U.S.-based public charity, has collected over $17 million in donations from 

corporations, foundations, and individuals to support Covid-19 response in the Asia-Pacific 

region. The PepsiCo Foundation has contributed $3.3 million, the largest donation yet. U.S. 

businesses have reportedly donated at least $40 million to ASEAN as well. 

http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freeContent/FreeConten_US119.php
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/sub-new/Previous_154/freeContent/FreeConten_USAID_154.php
https://la.usembassy.gov/u-s-embassy-donates-covid-kits-and-supplies-to-lao-pdr/
https://kh.usembassy.gov/the-united-states-provides-additional-7-5-million-to-cambodias-covid-19-response/
https://mm.usembassy.gov/millions-of-people-in-myanmar-benefit-from-u-s-assistance-on-covid-19/
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/716093/us-grants-viet-nam-us95-million-to-combat-covid-19.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/us-gifts-100-ventilators-to-vietnam-4169396.html
https://www.state.gov/update-the-united-states-continues-to-lead-the-global-response-to-covid-19-2/
https://www.usaid.gov/timor-leste/program-updates/jul-2020-usaid-timor-leste-response-covid-19
https://tl.usembassy.gov/u-s-embassy-dili-provides-timorese-made-reusable-masks-to-help-thousands-of-children-safely-return-to-school/
https://give2asia.org/give2asia-covid-19-pandemic-response-campaigns-asia/
https://ge.usembassy.gov/u-s-private-sector-helps-asean-fight-covid-19-july-22/


   

 

   

 

 

Singapore’s “Test-Kit Diplomacy” 

 

Singapore, partly through the Temasek Foundation, was the first Southeast Asian country with 

excess capacity and ability to deliver aid to neighbors. “From a foreign policy point of view, we 

now have test kit diplomacy. What we need to do as a world is to share best practices, to rapidly 

develop test kits, vaccines, antivirals,” said Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan on March 10.  

 

• Malaysia: On April 1, Singapore donated 5,000 Universal Transport Medium swabs, a 

critical component in fast-acting test kits, to Malaysia.  

 

• Philippines: On March 25, Singapore sent 3,000 test kits and a PCR machine for 

processing tests to the Philippines. On April 1, the Temasek Foundation donated 40,000 

test kits and 2 ventilators to the Philippines.  

 

• Vietnam: On March 30, the Temasek Foundation presented 10 ventilators to Vietnam to 

support the country's treatment of Covid-19 patients. The foundation said it will supply 

10 oxygen generators to Hanoi and 10 to Ho Chi Minh City in the near future.   

 

• Brunei: Singapore sent 3,000 test kits and a PCR machine for processing tests on March 

25. 

 

• Indonesia: On March 13, Singapore donated 50 sets of PPE and 2 ventilators to Batam. 

On April 2, Singapore sent medical supplies including 30,000 test kits, 5 PCR machines, 

and more than 1,000 sets of PPE to Indonesia. On April 8, an Indonesian navy vessel was 

sent to Singapore to collect supplies to manufacture more than 55,000 gallons of hand 

sanitizer for use in the city. On May 11, Singapore’s Economic Development Board 

organized a consortium of 13 companies to donate 100,000 KN95 masks and 5 tons of 

hand sanitizer to the city of Batam. 

 

• Myanmar: On March 4, Singapore sent 3,000 diagnostic tests and 2 PCR machines to test 

for Covid-19 to Myanmar. Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan informed 

State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi on October 2 that Singapore would be donating an 

additional 25,000 Covid-19 diagnostic kits, 1 million surgical masks, and 200,000 bottles 

of hand sanitizer. 
 

Assistance from Vietnam 

 

Vietnam has extended aid to regional and international partners since early April after ramping 

up its domestic production of medical supplies. On April 30, Vietnam started exporting 

domestically made and WHO-approved Covid-19 test kits. Having already received orders from 

20 countries, Vietnam is reportedly one of five nations with ready-to-export kits. The 

government suspended the export of drugs used to treat the virus to ensure sufficient preventive 

and curative supplies for Vietnam.  

 

https://www.cnbc.com/video/2020/03/11/coronavirus-outbreak-and-economic-aftermath-will-last-at-least-a-year-minister.html
https://mothership.sg/2020/04/singapore-donate-utm-swabs-malaysia/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/04/02/singapore-sends-new-sets-of-kits-ventilators/
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/654327/singapores-temasek-foundation-international-donates-ventilators-to-viet-nam.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/singapore-sends-coronavirus-test-kits-to-brunei
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-sends-additional-supplies-to-help-indonesia-s-covid-19-12607746
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-13-companies-in-singapore-donate-100000-masks-5-tonnes-of-hand-sanitisers-to
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/singapore-sends-coronavirus-test-kits-to-myanmar
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-covid-19-test-face-masks-myanmar-mfa-13180202
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/vietnam-poised-export-covid-19-test-kits
https://vietnamnews.vn/economy/715325/viet-nam-to-stop-exporting-covid-19-treatment-medicines-from-april-16.html


   

 

   

 

• Laos: On April 3, Vietnam sent nearly 5 tons of Covid-19 related medical equipment 

worth over $300,000 to Laos, including test kits, 340,000 face masks, and PPE. It sent 

another 200,000 face masks on July 16.  

 

• Cambodia: On April 3, Vietnam donated 390,000 face masks to Cambodia. On April 7, 

Region 7 of the Vietnam People’s Army provided medical supplies and equipment, 

including 50,000 face mask, 1,000 sets of PPE, and 260 gallons of hand sanitizer to units 

of the Cambodian Royal Army. The group also provided 30,000 face masks and over 

$21,000 in assistance to Vietnamese Cambodians in the area. 

  

• Indonesia: On April 5, Vietnam’s Ministry of Science and Technology sent 500 

diagnostic test kits to Indonesia. 

 

• Myanmar: On April 10, Vietnam presented $50,000 as a symbolic gift of support during 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

• United States: On April 8, Vietnam donated 450,000 protective suits to the United States, 

with 450,000 more suits to follow in the near future. The delivery drew praise from 

President Trump on Twitter, who expressed thanks to “our friends in Vietnam.” On April 

16, Vietnam announced it is donating 250,000 made-in-Vietnam face masks, including 

50,000 sent directly for use at the White House, reportedly worth at least $100,000. 

Vietnam on April 29 presented 420,000 medical masks to U.S. Ambassador Daniel 

Kritenbrink as a donation to the American Red Cross. On June 5, Vietnam donated 1.3 

million masks, valued at $450,000.  

  

• China: On February 8, Vietnam’s Ha Giang province border guards donated 1,000 face 

masks and 20 sanitizer containers to the Yunnan Border Guards as a symbolic gesture. 

Two weeks later, the Department of Military Medicine within Vietnam’s Ministry of 

National Defence supplied unspecified “medical equipment” to China’s Ministry of 

Defence in a more formal ceremony. On March 8, border guards at Dien Bien province 

gifted 10,000 face masks to their Chinese counterparts.  

 

• Europe: Vietnam on April 7 donated 550,000 masks to France, Germany, Italy, Spain, 

and the United Kingdom.  

 

• Russia: On March 27, Vietnam’s Department of Military Medicine gifted unspecified 

supplies to the minister counsellor of the Russian Embassy in Hanoi. On April 13, 

Vietnam donated 150,000 made-in-Vietnam antimicrobial face masks. 

 

• Japan: Japan received made-in-Vietnam face masks reportedly worth $100,000. 

 

• Sweden: Vietnam gifted more than 100,000 face masks to Sweden on April 21. 

 

• France: The Vietnamese Embassy in France on May 7 donated 15,000 masks to local 

authorities. The Hanoi People’s Committee on May 17 presented 200,000 made-in-

Vietnam masks to French localities. 

https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/674819/viet-nams-military-region-7-presents-medical-equipment-to-cambodian-army.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/674812/viet-nam-sends-indonesia-500-covid-19-test-kits.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/715032/viet-nam-presents-us50000-for-myanmars-covid-19-fight.html
https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/vietnam-expedites-shipment-medical-suits-us
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1248026598860881921
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-16/vietnam-to-give-the-u-s-200-000-locally-made-medical-masks
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-16/vietnam-to-give-the-u-s-200-000-locally-made-medical-masks
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/716064/viet-nam-donates-420000-medical-masks-to-american-red-cross.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/vietnam-maskdiplomacy-04132020092940.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vietnam/vietnam-donates-550000-masks-to-eu-countries-in-coronavirus-fight-idUSKBN21P1IO
https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/vietnam-maskdiplomacy-04132020092940.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-16/vietnam-to-give-the-u-s-200-000-locally-made-medical-masks
https://reliefweb.int/report/sweden/viet-nam-offers-100000-face-masks-sweden-help-fight-covid-19
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/716392/viet-nam-donates-15000-face-masks-to-france.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/716827/ha-noi-gifts-200000-vietnamese-made-masks-to-french-localities.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/716827/ha-noi-gifts-200000-vietnamese-made-masks-to-french-localities.html


   

 

   

 

 

• Cuba: The Ministry of National Defence announced it would transfer test-kit technology 

developed by the Vietnam Military Medical University to Cuba. 

 

• Maldives: Vietnam on August 31 presented aid worth $20,000 in medical equipment to 

the Maldives to support its efforts against Covid-19. 

 

• Israel: Vietnam on September 22 donated 100,000 medical face masks to the Embassy of 

Israel.  

 

Assistance from Malaysia 

 

• Palestine: Malaysia contributed 1 million face masks, 500,000 gloves, and 500 face 

shields on May 11 to Palestine’s efforts against Covid-19. 

 

Assistance from Indonesia 

 

• Timor-Leste: On June 8, the Indonesian Red Cross donated medical supplies to Timor-

Leste, including 500 masks, 500 protective suits, 500 face shields, 10,000 pieces of 

disinfectant, 10 sprayers, and 10 thermometers. 

 

Assistance from Thailand 

 

• The Thai Ministry of Defence on October 23 announced it would provide 20 mobile 

isolation chambers to Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, and Myanmar. 

 

• On November 17, Thailand donated 10,000 Covid-19 test kits to Singapore. 
 

Assistance from Japan 

 

Japan, traditionally a major donor in Southeast Asia, has been slower to provide assistance to 

combat Covid-19 than China or the United States. 

 

• On February 14, the Government of Japan announced it would donate 222,000 sets of 

PPE to Cambodia, the Philippines, Laos, and Mongolia. The equipment was drawn from 

a stockpile of the Asia-Europe Foundation financed by Japan’s contribution. 

 

• Japanese foreign minister Toshimitsu Motegi on April 1 pledged to provide at least $1.8 

million in aid to Vietnam to combat the virus. Japan gifted almost 5,000 isolation gowns, 

more than 6,000 gloves, 6,000 N95 face masks, 13,200 surgical gowns, 27 goggles, and 

240 bottles of rubbing alcohol to Laos and donated $20 million to Cambodia’s Covid-19 

response.  

 

• The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) on February 7 announced it 

was providing Covid-19 testing reagents to the National Institute of Hygiene and 

Epidemiology of Vietnam, worth about $130,000. JICA announced on February 25 it 

https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-to-transfer-covid-19-test-kit-technology-to-cuba-4096189.html
https://en.nhandan.org.vn/politics/item/9106902-vietnam-presents-100-000-face-masks-to-israel.html
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/11/covid-19-malaysia-contributes-medical-equipment-to-palestine/1865184
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50776183/mekong-countries-get-covid-19-help-from-thailand/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-receives-10000-coronavirus-testing-kits-from-thailand-in-goodwill-gesture
http://www.mofa.gov.vn/en/nr040807104143/nr040807105001/ns200401134159
http://www.mofa.gov.vn/en/nr040807104143/nr040807105001/ns200401134159
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/state-coffers-receive-60m-for-virus-fight-govt-yet-to-release-detailed-accounting/5383305.html
https://www.jica.go.jp/vietnam/english/office/topics/c8h0vm0000ed5n3q-att/press200207_en.pdf
https://www.jica.go.jp/myanmar/english/office/topics/press200225.html


   

 

   

 

would send Covid-19 primer and testing reagents to the National Health Laboratory of 

Myanmar, worth approximately $3,700. JICA also cooperated with UNICEF, USAID, 

and the Korea International Cooperation Agency to jointly donate $3 million worth of 

PPE to the Philippines. This was followed by an additional $46.5 million emergency loan 

to Myanmar announced on June 1. JICA on July 23 donated lab equipment and supplies 

to the Philippines to boost Covid-19 testing capacity.  

 

• On June 1, UNDP, the World Health Organization (WHO), and the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) delivered five ventilators to Indonesia, two of which 

were sourced through collaboration between the WHO and the Government of Japan. The 

WHO and Japan will contribute 25 more ventilators through this partnership. 

 

• Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation on June 12 

announced that the Government of Japan was providing $6 million in medical supplies 

and technical assistance through the United Nations Office for Project Services 

(UNOPS). 

 

• The Government of Japan provided Laos with $14 million for Covid-19 health and 

medical equipment. Tokyo pledged an additional $3 million for supplies to Laos through 

the UNOPS. 

 

• Japan extended a Crisis Response Emergency Support Loan worth $500 million to the 

Philippines on July 1.  

 

• During the July 9 Mekong-Japan Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Japan announced $115.3 

million in aid to Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand. $106 million will be 

designated for medical equipment and training medical workers. 

  

• A Japanese flight carrying $18.1 million worth of donated medical equipment arrived in 

Myanmar on August 15.  

 

• Japanese foreign minister Toshimitsu Motegi on August 24 pledged to provide Myanmar 

about $280 million in loans for emergency budget support and $140 million to assist 

small and medium-sized enterprises.  

 

• Japan on September 7 provided an $18.8 million grant to Vietnam for Covid-19 

prevention and control.  

 

• Japan on September 15 provided the Philippines with a loan of nearly $500 million for 

Covid-19 response.  

 

• On October 21, Japan offered Indonesia $473 million in low-interest loans to support its 

fight against Covid-19. 
 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/japan-provide-us46-m-emergency-loan-small-businesses-myanmar.html
https://mb.com.ph/2020/07/23/japans-govt-to-donate-lab-equipment-supplies-to-ritm-san-lazaro-hospital/
https://www.id.undp.org/content/indonesia/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2020/UND-WHO-IOM-Provide-Ventilators.html
https://www.mfaic.gov.kh/site/detail/43533
https://donortracker.org/Japan-to-provide-US14-million-to-provide-health-and-medical-equipment-to-Laos
https://www.rappler.com/business/265413-philippines-secures-japan-loan-coronavirus-july-1-2020
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/japan-to-give-mekong-countries-115-mln-for-covid-19-fight-sustainable-development-4128464.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/provision-medical-equipment-government-japan-15-aug-2020
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3098623/japans-motegi-pledges-aid-mekong-countries-champions-indo
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/japan-aids-vietnamese-hospitals-in-covid19-fight/182559.vnp
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/15/japan-gives-ph-p24-b-loan-for-covid-19-response/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/japan-indonesia-loan-fight-covid-19-suga-jokowi-13327006


   

 

   

 

• On November 13, Japan pledged $50 million to create the ASEAN Center for Public 

Health Emergencies and Emerging Diseases and $1 million for the bloc’s Covid-19 

response fund. 
 

Assistance from South Korea 

 

South Korea has begun to pivot toward international assistance with the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs announcing on March 27 that the United States, the United Arab Emirates, and Indonesia 

were “on its priority list for exporting quarantine supplies, such as coronavirus test kits.” As of 

July 22, South Korea has exported $520 million worth of test kits.  

 

• On April 8, South Korea committed to provide $500,000 in “varied forms of assistance” 

to Indonesia. On April 19, Indonesia received 50,000 test kit reagents with an additional 

495,000 reagents expected in the coming weeks. South Korean conglomerates pledged to 

donate 50,000 sets of PPE and PCR test kits each. CJ Corporation donated $255,000 

worth of rapid test kits and hand sanitizers to medical facilities and workers in the ride-

hailing industry. The Philippines received over 50,000 test kits from South 

Korea between March and April.  

 

• On June 17, South Korea launched a program worth $5 million funded by the ASEAN-

Korea Corporation Fund that will provide testing kits, PPE, and other medical equipment 

to Southeast Asia.  

 

• South Korea on July 15 announced it was sending 400,000 masks to the Philippines and 

Timor-Leste. 

 

• South Korea on July 27 donated 200 metric tons of rice, valued at $200,000, to the 

Philippine Department of Social Welfare and Development to support its Covid-19 relief 

efforts. 

 

• The Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency on July 27 delivered Covid-19 test kits 

to the Philippine Department of Health. The donation was accompanied by 60,000 KF94 

masks, seven Covid-19 walk-through diagnostic booths, and 1,000 face shields. 

 

• Myanmar received 200,000 test kits from South Korea at the end of September. 

 

• The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) provided $200,000 to the 

International Red Cross’ (ICRC) regional delegation to Indonesia and Timor-Leste. The 

funds are expected to enable the ICRC to expand its program and technical support to 67 

prisons in six provinces that accommodate more than 57,600 inmates. 

 

• Myanmar announced on October 20 that it had received and disbursed 700,000 out of the 

900,000 rapid antigen test kits promised from a South Korean company. 

 

• KOICA on October 20 donated 15,000 sets of food and hygiene products for Cambodians 

impacted by the pandemic.  

https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/japan-south-korea-pledge-57-mln-for-asean-covid-19-disease-response-4191032.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20200327008800325?section=search
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20200722004700320
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/indonesia-receives-shipment-of-50000-reagents-from-south-korea-to-boost-covid19-testing
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/16/emergency-aid-from-south-korea-reaches-virus-crippled-indonesia.html
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• On November 13, South Korea pledged $1 million to the ASEAN Covid-19 response 

fund and $5 million worth of medical equipment to ASEAN member states. 
 

Assistance from Cambodia 

 

• Prime Minister Hun Sen announced on November 14 that Cambodia would donate 2 

million face masks and other medical supplies to neighboring Laos. 
 

• On November 24, Prime Minister Hun Sen announced that Cambodia would donate 2 

million face masks and other medical supplies to Myanmar. 
 

Assistance from Taiwan 

 

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs on April 14 announced that it would be sending 1.6 million 

face masks to countries covered by its New Southbound Policy. As of August, Taiwan has 

provided 1.1 million face masks to Singapore, 300,000 to Indonesia and Vietnam, and 200,000 to 

Thailand. Taiwan has also provided 800,000 face masks and PPE to the Philippines and infrared 

thermal imaging cameras, PPE, and 170,000 face masks to Myanmar. 

 

Assistance from India 

 

• India provided Myanmar with Covid-19 supplies, including 200,000 hydroxychloroquine 

tablets, gloves, body bags, and thermometers on May 6. 

 

Assistance from Australia 

 

• Australia has redirected over $280 million from existing development programs to 

Covid-19 aid. Canberra provided $14.5 million to Indonesia on May 29, followed by $4.3 

million alongside the WHO on June 17 and $3.4 million in partnership with UNICEF on 

June 22. A $7.3 million pledge was made to Vietnam on June 6, with an additional $3.4 

million administered through the Australia-World Bank Group Strategic Partnership on 

June 25. On July 8, Australia announced approximately $1.5 million in assistance to 

Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama, Indonesia’s largest Islamic organizations, to 

support their Covid-19 response. The Australian government partnered with the IOM on 

July 24 to donate over 100 ventilators as part of its $1.4 million critical medical and 

laboratory equipment package for Indonesia. Australia on October 31 announced it will 

spend $351 million to secure Covid-19 vaccines for Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 

During the ASEAN-Australia meeting on November 14, Prime Minister Scott Morrison 

announced a $15 million donation to the ASEAN Regional Center on Public Health 

Emergencies and Emerging Diseases, and $51 million for recovery efforts. 

 

Assistance from New Zealand 

 

• New Zealand on May 10 provided $3 million to Indonesia’s pandemic response and 

recovery efforts through UNICEF Indonesia.  
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Assistance from the European Union 

 

• The European Union on April 27 announced the mobilization of $378 million to ASEAN 

countries in support of pandemic response efforts. Indonesia has received $22.5 million 

in grants, plus $169 million in loans, as part of the European Union’s “Team Europe” 

global initiative. The initiative will send another $6.7 million to NGOs in Indonesia. 

Team Europe has also contributed $22.5 million to the WHO’s efforts in Southeast Asia 

and $500,000 to the UN Multi-Sectoral Response Plan through the IOM in Indonesia. 

The European Union on August 18 provided Laos with $2.9 million in funding to 

mitigate the health, social, and economic impacts of Covid-19. 

 

Assistance from France 

 

• The French Development Bank provided about $2 million to Myanmar, Laos, the 

Philippines, Vietnam, and the Pasteur Institute of Cambodia. 

 

Assistance from Germany 

 

• In March, Germany pledged $1.6 million to Cambodia’s Emergency Response Plan. 

 

• The Indonesian embassy in Berlin in November announced that German state bank KfW 

would provide a $650 million loan to assist Indonesia’s response to Covid-19. 

 

Assistance from Sweden 

 

• Sweden on October 26 announced it would provide Cambodia with nearly $500,000 for 

Covid-19 relief.  

 

Assistance from Israel  

 

• Israel has donated medical supplies to the Philippines, including 50,000 medical gloves, 

30,000 surgical masks, 3,000 N95 masks, 4,500 medical gowns, 1,500 face shields, and 

non-contact thermometers. On November 7, Israel donated an additional 10,000 Covid-

19 test kits to the Philippines. 

 

 

Assistance from the United Arab Emirates 

 

 The United Arab Emirates sent 5 metric tons of medical supplies and testing kits to 

Cambodia on September 2. 

 

Multilateral Assistance 

 

• World Bank: In early April, the World Bank approved $20 million in credit to support 

Cambodia’s pandemic response, $18 million in assistance to Laos to help the country 
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strengthen its health system and response capacity, $7 billion in loans to Indonesia in 

partnership with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank (AIIB), a $50 million emergency loan for hospital improvements and 

public health emergency preparedness to Myanmar, and a $500 million loan to support 

the Philippines’ Covid-19 response and recovery. The World Bank will provide 

Myanmar’s National Food and Agriculture System Project an additional loan of $200 

million on June 30 to help farmers weather the impacts of the pandemic. In total, the 

World Bank will provide Myanmar with $460 million as of June 1. In late May, the 

World Bank approved a $250 million fund for Indonesia’s Covid-19 Emergency 

Response Project, which aims to shore up the country’s health care system. Responding 

to a surge in cases, the World Bank provided Vietnam $6.2 million in aid on July 31. The 

World Bank on October 22 approved $40 million in emergency financing to small- and 

medium-sized enterprises in Laos. 

 

• Asian Development Bank: In late-April, the ADB approved a $1.5 billion loan to support 

Indonesia’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic and a $200 million loan to assist the 

Philippine government in providing cash subsidies to households affected by the 

pandemic. On May 11, the ADB announced possible plans for an additional $125 million 

to aid the Philippines. The ADB on July 8 approved a $250 million loan to assist 

Cambodia’s response to Covid-19. On July 29, Myanmar announced it will seek a $250 

million loan for its Covid-19 Economic Relief Plan. The ADB on August 4 announced it 

was providing a $1.5 billion loan to Thailand to support its Covid-19 response. The ADB 

on August 28 donated $1.3 million in medical equipment and health worker training to 

Laos. In early September, the ADB approved $250 million in concessional financing to 

support Cambodia’s Covid-19 response. On October 12, the ADB approved a $30 million 

loan to support Myanmar’s fight against Covid-19 by helping the government upgrade 

laboratory and hospital equipment and clinic management and services.  

 

• Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank: The AIIB will allocate $1 billion in loans to 

Indonesia to support its pandemic response. The first $250 million will arrive as part of a 

co-financing program with the World Bank and the Islamic Development Bank, with the 

second loan of $750 million coming as a co-financing project with the ADB. On May 29, 

the ADB and AIIB jointly approved another $750 million loan to the Philippines. 

 

• United Nations: A UN humanitarian aid flight delivered 10,000 test kits to Myanmar on 

May 10. A second delivery is due next month from the United Nations Children’s Fund, 

or UNICEF, with 10,000 additional tests, reagents, and other medical supplies. The 

UNDP and IOM will procure six ventilators for Indonesia, in addition to the 27 to be 

provided by the WHO in partnership with Japan. On June 19, UNDP partnered with the 

China Soong Ching Ling Foundation to present Indonesia with 500,000 surgical masks 

valued at $183,000 for frontline workers. The United Nations has earmarked an 

additional $2 million for Indonesia, $1 million for Cambodia, $1 million for Laos, and $1 

million for Vietnam from its Covid-19 Multi-Partner Trust Fund. The Myanmar 

Humanitarian Fund has allocated $1 million from the United States, Australia, United 

Kingdom, Germany, New Zealand, Switzerland, Sweden, Canada, and Luxembourg to 

Myanmar’s emergency response. The United States, United Kingdom, Sweden, and 
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Switzerland have also designated $1 million for the Government of Myanmar’s Access to 

Health Fund. The IOM has delivered over $1 million in essential medical equipment and 

supplies to Indonesian hospitals. The Global Partnership for Education on August 14 

allocated a $7 million grant via UNICEF to Laos to mitigate the impacts of Covid-19 on 

children’s education. UNICEF on October 21 provided over $1 million in medical 

supplies to the Lao Ministry of Health. UNHCR has spent $4.2 million on Covid-19 

response in Myanmar as of November by donating over 50,000 Covid-19 test kits since 

July and supplying quarantine facilities. 
 

• The Livelihoods and Food Security Fund, a multi-donor fund financed by the United 

Kingdom, European Union, Australia, Switzerland, United States, Canada, and Ireland 

has allocated $15.8 million to Myanmar’s Covid-19 response. 

 

https://pfbi.unocha.org/COVID19/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/24/australia-iom-donate-medical-equipment-for-indonesias-covid-19-effort.html
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/08/14/laos-gets-unicef-funding-to-mitigate-impact-of-covid-19-on-education
https://web.archive.org/web/20201027142057/http:/www.vientianetimes.org.la/sub-new/Previous_205/freeContent/FreeConten_Unicef_205.php
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Myanmar%20COVID-19%20snapshot%20-%20November%202020.pdf

