
 

CSIS U.S.-India State and Urban Initiative 

 
Purpose: To expand U.S.-India energy cooperation by strengthening direct engagement with 

India’s powerful states.  

 

India’s lofty goals for building modern, reliable, affordable and cleaner electric power 

infrastructure and services require strong support from India’s powerful state governments. 

Catalyzing sustainable growth, helping Indian states strengthen their electric power grids, and 

increasing investment in diverse, affordable and environmentally sound energy, therefore, requires 

the active participation of states. A coherent U.S. strategy to engage India’s states can play a 

strongly supportive role in helping India meet its own energy goals, catalyze strategic commercial 

and academic ties, and deepen the bilateral partnership. 

 

Many U.S. states are actively transforming their electric power, transportation, industrial and 

residential sectors to incorporate the latest energy technologies and services to increase benefits to 

the consumer, impact on the environment, and overall economic efficiency. The U.S. private sector 

continues to be a technology leader in energy. U.S. states—government as well as research 

universities and the private sector—are well positioned to engage with subnational entities around 

the world to achieve common goals, share best practices and insights, and in some instances, find 

new investment opportunities. In many cases, Indian states welcome this engagement to meet the 

ambitious goals they are setting to revitalize their energy markets. 

 

As Secretariat to the U.S.-India State and Urban Initiative, the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS) works towards the Initiative’s goals of promoting energy security and 

energy sector reform through building productive, energy-focused partnerships between Indian 

subnational officials, their U.S. counterparts, civil society organizations, and the private sector. 

The Secretariat is led by the Wadhwani Chair in U.S.-India Policy Studies and the Energy and 

National Security Program. In 2019, the Secretariat added new focus areas in building the capacity 

of Indian states to improve reliable energy access and identifying opportunities for partnerships in 

electric mobility. 

 

Our work includes:  

• Facilitating new partnerships between stakeholders in India and the U.S.; 

• Increasing understanding of India’s energy needs on the part of U.S. actors; 

• Developing best practices for energy management on the subnational level in India; 

and 

• Building a publicly-accessible knowledge base on the Indian energy sector. 



 

 

Engagement with U.S. and Indian States 

 

CSIS has engaged with 33 U.S. states and 21 Indian states. On the U.S. side, this involves 

coordinating U.S. stakeholders, providing insights to companies, and helping shape research 

agendas of U.S. universities, national laboratories, and civil society. On the Indian side, in addition 

to socializing the idea of partnerships with U.S. stakeholders, we have surveyed 20 Indian states 

to understand their main areas of interest and determined that they are forward-leaning in 

deepening their engagement with U.S. partners to meet their ambitious energy development 

agendas. We have helped facilitate several productive dialogues between U.S. and Indian 

stakeholders, including: 

 

U.S.-India Subnational Energy 

Workshop: In November 2017, CSIS 

organized a first-of-its-kind strategic, 

subnational dialogue with representatives 

from U.S. and Indian states, India’s 

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, 

Energy Efficiency Services Limited, and 

several U.S. federal agencies to discuss 

creating policy to manage the grid of the 

future and common challenges in 

deploying relevant smart grid 

technologies. 

 

Colorado-Gujarat Energy Partnership 

Dialogue: In September 2018, CSIS 

organized a three-day Gujarat-Colorado 

energy partnership dialogue in Gujarat 

focused on emergent energy challenges 

and opportunities in both states. It included a policy dialogue between the two state governments, 

a session bringing together the research institutions of both states, an energy industry roundtable, 

and several site visits, including a canal-top solar power plant and Adani’s privately-managed 

Mundra port. 

 

CSIS is organizing multiple targeted delegations modeled on the Colorado-Gujarat partnership 

to establish other state-to-state strategic energy partnerships. 
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Maharashtra Development Partnership Roundtable: In June 2018, CSIS organized a 

roundtable convening stakeholders interested in working with the Maharashtra government timed 

with the visit of Chief Minister Fadnavis. Three new partnerships were announced with the 

government of Maharashtra: an agreement to set up a clean tech incubator with the Network for 

Global Innovation, a research project with Georgia Institute of Technology to study consumers’ 

responsiveness to the adoption of new technologies in the electricity sector, and the designation of 

Pune as India’s first Lighthouse City awarded by NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute. 

 

University of Central Florida-Madhya Pradesh: In 2018, CSIS facilitated a partnership between 

University of Central Florida (UCF) and the government of Madhya Pradesh (MP) to leverage 

UCF’s expertise in smart city development and to form a Madhya Pradesh research cell at UCF. 

UCF also signed MoUs with five MP-based universities to conduct joint research projects, training 

programs, and smart city-oriented curricula. 

 

Other Useful Links 

 

Engaging Indian States: CSIS has launched a comprehensive website for businesses, research 

institutions, policymakers, and journalists who seek greater insight into the potential for 

engagement with India’s subnational governments. The website includes performance trackers 

for the country’s solar and wind goals. 

 

Showcasing U.S. and Indian States: CSIS created energy profiles of various U.S. and Indian 

states to identify potential partnership opportunities. 

 

For information on our regional events, see our events page.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For more details, please contact: 

 

Dr. Kartikeya Singh, Deputy Director and Senior Fellow, Wadhwani Chair (KSingh@csis.org)  

Lisa Hyland, Associate Director, Energy and National Security Program (LHyland@csis.org) 

Afeena Ashfaque, Program Coordinator and Research Assistant, Wadhwani Chair (AAshfaque@csis.org) 

Stephen Naimoli, Research Associate, Energy and National Security Program (SNaimoli@csis.org) 
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