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The CSIS Nigeria Election Forum, a two-year program supported by the Ford Foundation, 

profiles the voices and perspectives of Nigerian political leaders, civil society representatives, and 

opinion leaders on the challenges in the run-up to Nigeria’s February 2015 National Elections.  

These elections will very likely be hard fought, with a great deal at stake, emotions running high, 

and a deeply worrying security situation in the different parts of the country. 

 

The second session of the forum, held in Washington, D.C. on April 7 and 8, 2014, brought 

together delegations from the two main Nigerian political parties—the People’s Democratic Party 

(PDP) and the All Progressives Party (APC)— to examine the roles and responsibilities of Nigeria’s 

politicians, parties, and political candidates in ensuring that the Nigerian people have the opportunity 

to make informed choices at the polls and are able to cast their votes in safety, confident that the 

eventual outcome will accurately reflect the will of the electorate. The PDP and APC delegations 

were led respectively by Dr. Doyin Okupe, Senior Special Adviser to the President on Public 

Affairs, and Mr. Lai Mohammed, National Public Secretary of the APC.  

 

A public event offered delegations from both parties an opportunity to share their 

perspectives on upcoming primary contests and to lay out their strategies for enforcing good conduct 

among candidates, promoting issue-based rather than personality-driven campaigning, ensuring a 

tone of moderation in the debates, and encouraging respect for the election outcome. The public 

event was followed by an off-the-record discussion with think-tank, academic, and non-

governmental experts on Nigeria, a meeting with officials at the U.S. Department of State, a meeting 

convened by the National Democratic Institute that brought together democracy NGOs, and a 

meeting with the National Security Staff director for African Affairs.  

 

Despite many political differences between the two parties and a sometimes vigorous debate 

in the public forum, a number of areas of common ground became evident over the course of the two 

days and the delegates ultimately agreed to a common set of principles and a possible plan of action. 

 

Within the two delegations, there was consensus on the areas listed below. 

 



 Voter Registration: Representatives from both parties agree on the critical need to ensure 

the integrity, transparency, and timely completion of the voter registration process. The 

Independent Nigerian Electoral Commission (INEC), party members, and civil society all 

have an important role to play in educating voters on the registration process and 

encouraging them to register. Parties and voters must have adequate time to review the 

preliminary register and make corrections if required.  The delegations agree that U.S. 

support to the registration process will be particularly important. 

 

 Passage of the Electoral Offenses Act: Representatives from both parties agree that the 

passage by the legislature of the Electoral Offenses Act is a vital step in discouraging and 

deterring electoral fraud and malfeasance and ensuring integrity of the electoral process. 

Both parties agree to press legislators for timely passage of the act. 

 

 Development of a Common Code of Conduct: Representatives from both parties agree to 

work on a common code of conduct that commits party leaders to speak out against violence 

and incitement of violence, and to publicly admonish candidates, party members, and 

supporters who resort to inflammatory rhetoric or who seek to exacerbate religious, regional, 

or ethnic divisions. 

 

 Joint Press Conference: Both parties agree to hold a joint press conference in the run-up to 

the upcoming Ekiti and Oshun state elections scheduled for June, 2014, to lay out principles 

of moderation of rhetoric, discouragement of violence, respect of electoral outcomes, and the 

pursuit of redress of grievances through established, lawful process.   

 

 Election Day Transparency: Representatives from both parties agree that polling station 

officers should announce and post final results at each polling station after the vote count has 

been completed. Equally important to ensure transparency, INEC must make final vote 

counts publicly available down to the level of the polling station. 

 

 Establishing an Inter-Party Contact Group: Representatives from both parties agree on 

the need for more regular and systematic dialogue between their respective leaders on the 

electoral process, with the shared goal of ensuring the integrity, fairness, and security of the 

process. This could serve as a forum for parties to develop joint contingency plans for 

unanticipated crises that might arise during the electoral process. 

 

 Organize a CSIS Nigeria Election Forum in Nigeria: Representatives from both parties 

agreed on the potential benefit of organizing an expanded CSIS Nigeria Election Forum 

within Nigeria to bring a broader set of party leaders and representatives into a constructive, 

civil dialogue on safeguarding the integrity, fairness, and security of the election process. 



Delegations from both parties have read and reviewed this communiqué and have 

agreed that it is an accurate reflection of the discussions that took place at the CSIS 

Nigeria Election Forum. 

 

List of CSIS Nigeria Forum Delegates  

 

 Lai Mohammed, National Publicity Secretary, APC 

 Doyin Okupe, Senior Special Assistant for Public Affairs, Government of Nigeria 

 Babafemi Ojudu, Senator, Ekiti State, APC 

 Abdul’aziz Yari, Governor, Zamfara State, APC, and delegates from Zamfara State 

 Sanya Awosan, Senior Special Assistant to the President, Government of Nigeria 

 Oma Djebah, Senior Adviser to Governor Uduaghan, PDP 

 Fred Majemite, Political Adviser to Governor Uduaghan, PDP 

 

Links and More Information  

 

 Video of the public event “Political Parties and Nigeria's Electoral Process.” [Watch] 

 CSIS Nigeria Forum homepage. [Project Page] 

For more information on the project or the most recent session, please contact Africa Program staff. 

 

 Jennifer Cooke, Director, jcooke@csis.org  

 Richard Downie, Deputy Director and Fellow, rdownie@csis.org  

 Ben Hubner, Program Coordinator, bhubner@csis.org 
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