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It is now some 15 years since 9/11, the U.S. has not only conducted a constant campaign against terrorism 
since that time, but has been at war with violent Islamist extremists in Afghanistan, then Iraq, and then Syria. 
It has gone from counterterrorism to a mix of counterterrorism and counterinsurgency in these three states 
where no meaningful boundaries exist between them while it increasingly is a partner in counterterrorism 
with nations in Europe, Africa, and Asia and throughout much of the Islamic world.

Virtually all of the data available indicate that these threats to the United States and its allies remain critical 
and that the geographic scope and intensity of terrorism continues to increase. At the same time, there are 
critical problems and shortfalls in the data available, a near total lack of credible unclassified data on the cost 
and effectiveness of various counterterrorism efforts, and critical problems in the ways the U.S. approaches 
terrorism.

The Burke Chair at CSIS has prepared a graphic survey of reporting from different official, media, and research 
centers on the recent trends in terrorism and key related factors. The survey has the following major sections:

Global Patterns of Attack

This section compares work done by Vision of Humanity, START, and National Consortium for the Study of 
Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism to examine the trends in numbers of attacks and their lethality, both 
globally and by country and region. It also shows trends by source and perpetrator, by tactic and target and 
by whether the target is a government or private citizens and property.

These trends generally reflect a sharp rise in every aspect of terrorist activity, but some of this rise comes 
from counting attacks and casualties that seem more driven by different insurgencies and conflicts between 
sects, ethnic groups, and factors like tribal conflict. The counts are also all based on media reports rather than 
intelligence estimates, and only count actions by non-state actors and not by states.

Comparison of the START data base with past NCTC estimates raise serious question about how closely the 
START data track with NCTC data, and how closely the incidents reported in media sources compare with 
those by the intelligence community. 

. 
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There also are no uncertainty estimates; only limited data on the full range of sources and methods, and 
many of the data have a very improbable level of precision. It is not clear which source of data – if any – is 
correct. These issues badly need to be resolved by the U.S. government. It is impossible to assess what kind of 
unclassified reporting is most correct without the resources and access to classified data that only 
governments possess.

The Rising Global Impact of the World’s Muslims and the Need for Strategic Partnerships in 
Counterterrorism

This section focuses on the potential future impact of Islamic terrorism, and draws on work by the Pew Trust 
to highlight the sharp rise taking place in the world’s number of Muslims. The Pew Trust projects a rise from 
some 1.6 billion in 2010 to 2.8 billion in 2050, drawing on a study that does examine uncertainty and clearly 
shows its sources and methods.

It should be stressed that the vast majority of Muslims oppose violence and extremism, but these data also 
must be interpreted in the light of reporting by the UN Development Reports, Arab Development Reports, 
World Bank, IMF, and Transparency International that show the countries where the Muslim population is 
increasing sharply often suffer weak and corrupt governance, major barriers to business and development, 
sharp population growth and major problems in job creation and employment, and poor income distribution. 

These problems are often compounded by serious sectarian and ethnic tensions, and by the social impact of 
hyperurbanization, weak state sectors and enterprises, and a lack of agricultural reform.

Taken in combination, these pressures warn that extremism in some form is likely to persist for the next few 
decades almost regardless of what happens to current extremist groups.

Terrorism in Violent and War-Torn Countries
Some sources like Vision of Humanity do recognize that the state is often the source of the violence reported, 
and that terrorism and insurgency cannot be validly portrayed without a net assessment of the role of the 
state in causing internal violence and imposing its own form of terrorism. 
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Like the previous section on Global Patterns of Attack, many of the trends and data in this section do reflect a 
valid increase in terrorism and the level of incidents and casualties. They also, however, include many cases 
where the violence involved is actually from an insurgency and not from terrorism per se. In many cases, only 
violence by non-state actors – not the state or its allies – is measured. As UN casualty reporting on the wars 
involved has shown, the failure to report state and allied violence and casualties is a fundamentally dishonest 
and misleading portrayal of the conflicts involved.

Many of the data are also extremely uncertain, and fail to illustrate the fact that the causes of such violence 
have roots in critical tensions and conflict between different sects, ethnic groups, tribes, and regions – as well 
as critical failures and inequities in governance, economic policies, and human development.

At the same time, the data are broadly valid in portraying the main locations of terrorism, insurgency, and 
internal violence as being driven by a growing battle for the future of Islam – and the by threat posed by still 
marginal violent Islamic extremist groups. It is also all too clear that if these trends were updated to include 
2015, the levels of violence would not only be higher, but also include a steadily growing number of 
countries.

The Growing Role of ISIS (ISIL, Daesh, Islamic state)

This section is somewhat artificial in that the maps and chronologies focus on ISIS to the exclusion of the 
much wider range of extremist movements, insurgencies, and internal conflicts shown in earlier sections. This 
reflects critical problems in governmental, media, and independent research activity that tend to concentrate 
on the most immediate and visible threat rather than the overall patterns involved and their causes. 

It also has the effect of implying that the main threat of terrorism is ISIS, and defeating ISIS can solve the 
problem. The previous sections show all too clearly that even a victory that resulted in the total defeat of ISIS 
as a protostate, and its break-up as an organization, would soon see other movements take its place – just as 
ISIS has to some extent replaced Al Qaida. 

Any such defeat would also leave many present ISIS fighters and cadres active, and at best address the threat 
in Iraq and Syria without addressing any of the critical sectarian and ethnic differences, and failures in
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governance and development, which have led to sustained violence in both countries. It would do nothing to 
address the forces in the other countries where ISIS has gained affiliates that can immediately change their 
affiliation or will soon be replaced by other movements.

The summary chronologies presented in this section do illustrate the fact that broad estimates of trends in 
attacks and casualties do little to reveal the patterns in terrorist and insurgent attacks. At the same time, the 
chronologies presented are only part of a long series of different efforts and the START database provides a 
much more comprehensive list. 

They are not tied to maps and interactive pattern analysis, and again reveal a lack of any consistent 
assessment of targets and motives involved, and of key factors like the ethnicity and sect of the target. This 
may have some degree of “political correctness,” but it severely limits the value of the data.

ISIS in Syria and Iraq

The single chart in this section clearly illustrates the fact that labeling all ISIS activity as “terrorism” borders 
on the absurd – given its clear evolution into a major insurgent movements and efforts to create the 
equivalent of alternative governments or “protostates.”

Terrorism in West: Pre-Paris

These charts and trend data are supported by many similar analyses that show that the threat by violent 
Islamist movements to the U.S., Europe, and other states with limited Islamic populations is all too real, but is 
marginal compared to the levels of violence that violent Islamist movements pose to fellow Muslims. It is also 
clear that the threat posed by non-Muslim local extremists has historically been as – or more – serious in the 
U.S. and other states with limited Islamic populations.

The events of 2015 have raised the level of violent Islamist attacks outside the Islamic world, but they have 
also sharply raised the level of violence within it. Such attacks have also been largely marginal relative to the 
ongoing battle by violent Islamist extremists against the governments of Islamic states and moderate 
mainstream Muslims. There is no “clash between civilizations,” but there is a very real battle for civilization 
within key parts of the Islamic world.
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Foreign Volunteers

While the Vision of Humanity and Wikipedia estimates are a partial exception, the BBC charts and tables in 
this section illustrate the dangers in estimates whose sources and methods border on guesstimates, fail to 
portray critical uncertainties, do not clearly show the date of the estimate, and present gross estimates of the 
total numbers involved with no estimate of background and training, how they are integrated into the forces 
involved, and the real world level of networking and international mobility involved.

Estimates of foreign volunteers present a further major challenge because they have come to be seen as a 
returning threat and key reason for restricting or preventing the movement of Muslims to the U.S. and 
Europe. Exaggerating the numbers involved serves the terrorist cause by increasing tension between Muslim 
and non-Muslim. 

This is made far worse by new media that hype such estimates without noting how small the number of 
volunteers really is as a percent of the key population bases that are the key potential source of volunteers. 
Here the BBC chart putting this into perspective is a key effort to put the size of threat in perspective.

ISIS Terrorism in the U.S.

These charts and chronologies highlight the actual Islamist extremist threat in the U.S. It is clear that there 
have been many more suspect actions and attempts than successful attacks, but the number still remains 
very limited and the potential real-world threat is generally low.

Hate Crimes in the U.S.

The FBI analysis in this section serves as a grim reminder that the number of hate crimes in the U.S. –some 
against Muslims – greatly exceeds the threat from violent Islamist extremism.

Cost of Homeland Defense in the U.S. and Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) Spending Outside It 

The final section provides an OMB estimate of the President’s request for FY2016 cost of Homeland Defense, 
and a Department of Defense table showing the request for OCO funds in FY2016. There are no official data 
showing the cost-benefits of such expenditures, but this is characteristic of most reporting on government 
expenditures.
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OMB reports that the total actual cost of homeland defense was $42.98 billion in FY2014, and the request 
rose to $47.97 billion in FY2016. The request projected expenditures as rising to $49.22 billion by FY2020.

Some $36.37 billion of the FY2016 request (76%) went to “Spending to Prevent and Disrupt Terrorist Attacks.” 
A total of $26.98 billion (56%) helped protect critical infrastructure, and the $6.47 billion (13%) was reported 
to respond to, and recover from incidents. 

The charts show that the vast majority of the OCO money has gone to warfighting, although this has included 
the build-up of counterterrorism forces in partner countries and combat against non-state actors that are 
major sources of terrorism. A total of $2.1 billion of $50.9 billion in total proposed OCO funding in FY2016 
went to the Counterterrorism Partnerships Fund (CTPF), or only 4.1%.
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Challenges and Problems - I

It should be stressed that both the ways in which given sources present given 
trends, and the data on which these portrayals are based, need to be carefully 
compared for differences in estimates and analyses. and that most data are 
presented without any clear assessment of uncertainty and source and are suspect 
in many ways.

Some of these issues have been examined previously in a Burke Chair study 
entitled, The Critical Lack of Credibility in State Department Reporting on the 
Trends in Global Terrorism: 1982-2014, http://csis.org/publication/critical-lack-
credibility-state-department-reporting-trends-global-terrorism-1982-2014. 
However, this study only covered a small part of the issues in the current survey, 
however, and focused only on the critical problems in the unclassified data, and the 
resulting trend analyses produced by using the NCTC and START data bases.

The trends, methods of analysis, and focus on given issues and problems 
highlighted in this survey reveal a much wider range of problems in the data, and 
indicate that there may well be even more critical problems in the ways the U.S. 
government, other governments, and NGOs approach terrorism and 
counterterrorism:
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Challenges and Problems - II

• The definition of “terrorism” used is often not stated, is politicized, and/or 
confuses terrorism” with insurgency, internal conflicts, and low intensity 
conflict.

• The NCTC no longer reports numbers or patterns on an unclassified basis. 
There are no official unclassified U.S. data reporting on the trends in 
terrorism.

• The START data base – which is used by the State Department in presenting a 
statistical annex to its annual country reports on terrorism -- comes as close 
to an official source as any available. It must rely on media reporting of 
widely differing quality and historical continuity for for its estimates, 
however, and does not distinguish clearly between terrorism and insurgency,  
or violence emerging from internal conflicts drive by factors like sect, 
ethnicity, tribe, and region.

• Other sources differ sharply in content and estimates.

• Most sources do not attempt to estimate uncertainty, many data not explain 
methodology and source of data.

• Reporting on state-sponsored terrorism is extremely erratic and is limited 
largely to criticism that focuses on a few hostile powers in ways that are 
highly politicized and lacking in detail. No effort is made to estimate state 
covert action or terrorism against given elements of its population. 
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Challenges and Problems - III

• As a result, excessive repression in the name of counterterrorism, and state 
repression that amounts to de facto state terrorism, are not reported as 
terrorism even when they have such  impacts. The grave limits in the 
counterterrorism activity of various state – many U.S. partners and allies – are 
only officially reported on only in the State Department annual human rights 
report and by human rights NGOs. 

• As a result, virtually all reporting focuses on non-state actors.

• No clear basis exists for addressing war crimes and the impact of conflict vs. 
terrorism and many estimates are politicized.

• Most data are nationwide, regional, or global. The impact of key regional, ethnic, 
sectarian, tribal, and other internal conflicts may or may not be reported as 
terrorism and are not addressed by source, cause, or reasons for choosing given 
targets. 

• No reliable data exist on foreign volunteers, on international flows of terrorist 
activity, and on the overall patterns in extremism. 

• No clear source or method exists to estimate the impact of terrorism on creating 
refugees, internally displaced persons, lasting human and humanitarian impacts, 
collateral damage, and economic impacts.
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Challenges and Problems - IV

• Casualty data are usually extremely uncertain. Most only attempt to count 
casualties caused by non-state actors. They too confuse terrorism with 
insurgency and internal power struggles, and many sources only address 
killed, rather than injured or wounded.

• There is no way to estimate the impact of terrorism in areas dominated or 
controlled by various groups, and once again, insurgent groups the U.S. sees 
as enemies are often labeled as “terrorists” regardless of the fact they are 
insurgents using forms of irregular warfare which are not “terrorism” per se 
and/or are reacting to abuses by the governments they are challenging.

• Incident counts and casualty data are erratic, and the other impacts of 
extremism and terrorism such as  intimidation, extortion, torture, and 
misuse of the justice system cannot be quantified and no reliable 
methodology exists for estimating areas of geographic influence .

• Aside from chronologies – which differ sharply from source to source –
reporting by time and on the areas affected is erratic and uncertain.

• Reporting at best covers half of the challenges posed by counterterrorism. 
There is no clear source of comparative data on the size, cost, nature, and 
comparative effectiveness of various counterterrorism efforts by country 
and international organization. 
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Challenges and Problems - V

• Only limited snapshots exist of the factors that cause terrorism, insurgency, and 
internal violence. Key factors like population pressure, “youth bulges,” 
underemployment and unemployment, critical problems in governance, 
corruption, barriers to development, critical problems in income distribution, 
cronyism and nepotism, repression and failed rule of law, internal 
discrimination, and alienation of key segments of the population, are rarely 
addressed and often only in the form of special pleading.

• Comparative assessment of efforts to address the level of Islamic extremism in 
given countries and areas -- and to address the efforts to counter such 
extremism on a religious, ideological, and political basis – also are limited 
snapshots of part of the problems and efforts involved. Many are special interest 
efforts supporting a given proposed approach or solution.

• Some broad measures of the cost-effectiveness of the U.S. counter terrorism 
effort – and its strength and weaknesses -- are provided by the Department of 
Homeland security, but these cover only a small part of part of the U.S. domestic 
effort, however, and do not cover overseas contingency operations. The basic 
focus of DHS effectiveness data is immigration and border/coastal security.*

• * For 2015 examples, see http://www.dhs.gov/news/2015/01/29/remarks-secretary-johnson-dhs-2015-secretarys-

progress-report; 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/images/speech012015/15_0129_dhs2015_presentation_slides_508.pdf, and 
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/assets/Mgmt/2015/OIG_15-09_Feb15.pdf. 14
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Terrorist Attacks: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 15. 16

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Success Rates: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 36. 17

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Key Methods of Attack: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 36. 18
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Rising Lethality of Attacks

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 1 

Between 1970 and 2014, there have been 176 occasions on which terrorist attacks killed more than 100 people (excluding perpetrators), in a particular country on a particular day. This includes both 
isolated attacks, multiple attacks, and multi-part, coordinated attacks. The first such event took place in 1978, when an arson attack targeting the Cinema Rex Theater in Abadan, Iran killed more than 
400 people. Since the Cinema Rex attack, and until 2013, 4.2 such mass-fatality terrorist events happened per year, on average. In 2014, the number increased dramatically when 26 mass-fatality 
terrorist events took place in eight different countries: Afghanistan (1), Central African Republic (1), Iraq (9), Nigeria (9), Pakistan (1), South Sudan (1), Syria (3), and Ukraine (1). 

The occurrence of a series of attacks on a particular day that result in large numbers of casualties may or may not be indicative of explicit coordination among perpetrators. Nearly half (11) of the 26 
days in 2014 in which more than 100 victims were killed by terrorists in a single country involved the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) as perpetrators. In Nigeria, all nine of the highly 
lethal days involved the perpetrator group Boko Haram. Other perpetrator groups responsible for attacks on these high-lethality days include the Taliban in Afghanistan, militia groups in the 
Central African Republic, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Sudan People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO), al-Nusrah Front, and the Luhansk People’s Republic and the Donetsk People’s 
Republic, both in Ukraine. 

Between 2000 and 2014, there were 83 days on which more than 100 people were killed by terrorist attacks in a single country. These attacks took place in 25 countries in North and South America, 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia; however, they were especially concentrated in Iraq and Nigeria. 

Although Western Europe has historically experienced thousands of terrorist attacks, highly lethal attacks like the recent events in Paris are extremely unusual. The deadliest terrorist attacks in 
Western Europe between 2000 and 2014 took place in Madrid, Spain, on March 11, 2004 when assailants attacked six different transportation targets with explosives. Four of the devices 
detonated, killing 191 people and wounding more than 1,800. 
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Deaths from Terrorism: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14. 20
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Average Lethality: 2000-2014

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4

The recent attacks in Paris reportedly involved both explosives and firearms. 
These two types of weapons are those most commonly used in terrorist attacks 
worldwide.

Between 2000 and 2014, explosives were used in 58 percent of all terrorist 
attacks, and firearms were used in 34 percent of all terrorist attacks. However 
both firearms and explosives were used much more rarely—in less than 4 
percent of all attacks. 

Attacks that involved firearms were somewhat more deadly than those involving 
explosives, causing 3.1 fatalities on average (including perpetrator deaths), 
compared to 2.4. 

Despite the potential for explosives to cause mass casualties in certain cases, 
they were also more frequently used in attacks that are non-lethal (57%), either 
because they targeted only property or were unsuccessful at causing human 
casualties.

In comparison, 24 percent of all attacks involving only firearms worldwide 
between 2000 and 2014 were non-lethal. 

Attacks that involved both explosives and firearms caused, on average, 6.8 
deaths per attack. This rate of lethality is 2.8 times that of all attacks overall, and 
attacks involving explosives. It is 2.2 times the average lethality of attacks 
involving firearms. 
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Lethality Patterns by Month: 2014

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 1 

In 2014, a total of 13,463 terrorist attacks occurred worldwide, 
resulting in more than 32,700 deaths and more than 34,700 injuries. 
In addition, more than 9,400 people were kidnapped or taken 
hostage. In this report we describe patterns of worldwide terrorist 
activity with respect to changes during the year, geographic 
concentration, casualties, perpetrator organizations, tactics, weapons, 
and targets.

On average, there were 1,122 terrorist attacks, 2,727 deaths, and 
2,899 injuries per month worldwide in 2014. There were 2.57 fatalities 
and 2.87 injuries per attack, including perpetrator casualties.

The months with the most terrorist attacks and combined casualties 
(deaths and injuries) were May, June, and July. In particular, the high 
number of attacks in May coincides with the peak of spring “fighting 
season” in Afghanistan, where attacks increased more than 107% 
between February and May.

Contributing to the high number of fatalities in June, the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) carried out an attack on Badush prison in 
Mosul, Iraq on June 10, 2014, which resulted in the deaths of 670 Shia 
prisoners. As of the end of 2014, this was the deadliest terrorist attack 
worldwide since September 11, 2001.

Also in June, there were five attacks in which more than 50 people were 
kidnapped. Three took place in Iraq, one in Somalia, and one in Syria. In 
August, four attacks (three in Iraq and one in Nigeria) involved the 
abduction of more than 50 people.

The exceptionally high number of hostages reported in December is 
largely a result of the attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar, 
Pakistan. Assailants from Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan held more than 
500 individuals hostage during a siege that killed at least 150 people.

More than 6,200 of the 32,700 people killed in 2014 (19%) were 
perpetrators of terrorist attacks. Perpetrators were killed intentionally 
in suicide attacks, accidentally while attempting to carry out attacks, or 
by security forces or victims responding to attacks.
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Key Perpetrators: 2000-2014

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

The perpetrator of the attack was unidentified for 40 percent of all coordinated 
terrorist attacks that took place worldwide between 2000 and 2014. The 
remaining 60 percent were disproportionately carried out by a relatively small 
number of perpetrator groups. 

While the recent attack in Paris shares similarities with the November 2008 
attack in Mumbai, India, the perpetrator group in that attack, Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), is not among the most frequent perpetrators of coordinated attacks. 

In contrast, ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750 
coordinated attacks during this time period—specifically in 2013 and 2014. 
However, this is a conservative assessment because the Global Terrorism 
Database records the names of perpetrator organizations at the time of the 
attack. 

Thus, it is important to note that al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI), ISIL’s predecessor, 
carried out at least 400 coordinated attacks as well. Also, 25 coordinated attacks 
were attributed to the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), another identity previously 
assumed by ISIL, and several other coordinated attacks were carried out by 
provinces of the Islamic State, including the Sinai Province and the Tripoli 
Province. 

Other organizations that have carried out more than a hundred coordinated 
attacks include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Taliban in Afghanistan, the 
Communist Party of India- Maoist and unaffiliated Maoists in India, al-Shabaab 
primarily in Somalia and Kenya, Tehriki-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), the New People’s Army (NPA) in the 
Philippines, Fulani militants in Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and al-
Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). 

In addition, at least 50 coordinated attacks between 2000 and 2014 were 
carried out by individuals who reportedly were not affiliated with a particular 
terrorist organization or group. These attacks took place in 10 countries; 
however, 30 of them (60%) occurred in the United States and were carried out in 
pursuit of a wide variety of ideological goals. Eighteen of the attacks were part of 
a series in which a single perpetrator motivated by anti-government sentiment 
planted pipe bombs in mailboxes in five U.S. states. 
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Key Perpetrators: 2013-2014

Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 24
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Key Countries by Location: 2013-2014

Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 

Although terrorist attacks took place in 95 countries in 2014, they were heavily concentrated geographically. More than 60% of all attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria), and 78% of all fatalities due to terrorist attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria).

Given the limitations of media coverage in Syria, the data presented here are conservative estimates of terrorism in Syria. Consistent with START's practice of including in the 
GTD only those attacks that have been verified by at least one well-regarded source, these statistics represent those incidents that were reported by independent news outlets.
Globally aggregated statistics do not represent uniform patterns worldwide. They are produced by diverse trends in violence and heavily influenced by events in several key 
locations. The statistical profiles in Table 2 illustrate many of these dynamics.

Attacks: Large increases in Iraq and Afghanistan, two countries that also experienced high numbers of attacks in 2013, comprise more than one-third (37%) of the 35% increase 
in total attacks worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013.

Fatalities: Large increases in Nigeria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, three countries that also experienced high numbers of fatalities due to terrorist attacks in 2013, comprise more 
than two-thirds (72%) of the 81% increase in total fatalities worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013. Also, approximately one-quarter (26%) of the increase in total fatalities was 
attributable to increases in perpetrator fatalities, which were especially prevalent in Iraq, Nigeria, and Syria.

Injuries: The total number of injuries due to terrorist attacks increased slightly (6%) in 2014. This was largely a product of various regional trends, including a 376% increase in 
injuries in Nigeria in 2014, and a 44% decrease in injuries in Pakistan in 2014 compared to 2013.

Hostages: Several countries observed large increases in the number of hostages taken in terrorist attacks in 2014. However, the largest increases took place in Iraq, Nigeria, and 
Syria, comprising more than two-thirds (68%) of the 201% increase in hostages worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013. This considerable increase in the total number of hostages 
taken by perpetrators of terrorist attacks is a result of a large increase in the number of attacks that involved any hostages as well as a large increase in the number of attacks 
that involved more than 100 hostages.
Four of the five countries that experienced the most terrorist attacks in 2014 were the same as those that experienced the most terrorism in 2013. The one exception was the 
Philippines, which experienced a 24% decline in attacks, and ranked 10th among countries with the most terrorism in 2014. Nigeria, which ranked 7th among countries with the 
most terrorist attacks in 2013, experienced a 114% increase in attacks and a 308% increase in fatalities in 2014.
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Tactics and Targets: 2014

Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 

Each recorded terrorist attack can involve one or more tactics in a continuous 
sequence of actions. The most commonly used tactic in 2014 involved explosives 
(54%), followed by armed assaults (23%), which almost always involved firearms.

Although the pattern of tactics in 2014 generally remained consistent with 2013, 
bombings and assassinations were slightly less prevalent in 2014, while hostage 
takings (a combination of kidnapping and barricade events) were relatively more 
prevalent. In particular, the percentage of attacks classified as bombings 
decreased from 57% to 54%, and the percentage of assassinations decreased.

In addition to the tactics shown in Figure 2, there were 39 unarmed assaults in 
2014. There were also 42 hijackings carried out in 2014, primarily involving cars, 
trucks, and buses as well as three maritime targets and one airplane.

A total of 574 terrorist suicide attacks took place in 2014, resulting in more than 
4,700 deaths and more than 7,800 injuries. Although these attacks took place in 
17 countries, 70% of them occurred in Iraq and Afghanistan. On average, suicide 
attacks in 2014 were 3.6 times as lethal as non-suicide attacks.

Fewer than 1,300 terrorist attacks in 2014 involved multiple types of targets.
More than half of all targets attacked in 2014 (55%) were classified as either 
private citizens and property or police.

Terrorist attacks were particularly likely to target private citizens and property in 
Nigeria (66% of attacks in Nigeria) and Iraq (41% of attacks in Iraq).

Attacks targeting police were most frequently aimed at police officers, security 
forces, or patrols, and took place disproportionately in Afghanistan (43%).

The most ubiquitous targets of terrorist attacks in 2014 were private citizens and 
property (attacked in 72 countries) and non-diplomatic government entities 
(attacked in 62 countries).

Attacks on journalism and media targets increased 34% in 2014 compared to 
2014, and occurred in 30 countries; . Attacks on journalists and media targets 
were most frequently classified as kidnappings (31%), assassinations (27%), and 
bombings (18%).
.
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Suicide Attacks in North America & Europe vs. Other 

Regions : 2000-2015
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Source: Lydia DePillis, “Where suicide attacks happen, in one chart
,” Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/11/14/where-suicide-attacks-take-place-in-one-chart/



Coordinated Attacks: 2000-2014

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

Like the recent attacks in Paris, some of the highly lethal terrorist attacks described above were carried out as part of coordinated events in which perpetrators execute multiple attacks 
simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, typically in a single country or city. Between 2000 and 2014, 14 percent of all terrorist attacks that occurred worldwide were conducted in coordination with 
other attacks. 

On average, individual attacks that were carried out as part of a coordinated event were slightly more deadly, causing 2.84 total fatalities on average, compared to isolated attacks, which caused 2.35 
total fatalities on average. The average number of perpetrator fatalities among attacks that were part of a coordinated event were slightly higher as well—0.39 perpetrator deaths per attack, 
compared to 0.33 for isolated attacks. 

More than 10,000 coordinated terrorist attacks took place in 104 countries between 2000 and 2014. Much like terrorism in general, these attacks were concentrated among a small number of 
countries. More than half of all coordinated attacks (54%) took place in Iraq, Pakistan, India, Nigeria, and Afghanistan. 
Among countries that experienced more than 50 attacks between 2000 and 2014, France had the highest proportion of attacks that were carried out as part of multi-part, coordinated events, with 40 
percent. The majority of these (87%) were carried out in Corsica by separatists including the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC), causing property damage but no deaths and few injuries. 
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Coordinated Attacks: 1970-2014: START

29
Source: Excerpted or adapted from Erin Miller, “Terrorism in Belgium and Western Europe; Attacks against Transportation Targets; Coordinated Terrorist 
Attacks ,” START, March, 2016, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/153a5a4d4196d800; *A full report on coordinated attacks can be found at 
http://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/START_ParisMassCasualtyCoordinatedAttack_Nov2015.pdf. 

• More than 10,000 coordinated terrorist attacks took place in 104 countries between 2000 and 2014. Much like terrorism in 
general, these attacks were concentrated among a small number of countries. 

• More than half of all coordinated attacks (54%) took place in Iraq, Pakistan, India, Nigeria, and Afghanistan. 

• Among countries that experienced more than 50 attacks between 2000 and 2014, France had the highest proportion of 
attacks that were carried out as part of multi-part, coordinated events, with 40 percent. The majority of these (87%) 
were carried out in Corsica by separatists including the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC), causing property 
damage but no deaths and few injuries. 

• …some highly lethal terrorist attacks were carried out as part of coordinated events in which perpetrators execute multiple 
attacks simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, typically in a single country or city. 

• 14 percent of all terrorist attacks worldwide between 2000 and 2014, were conducted in coordination with other 
attacks. 

• On average, individual attacks that were carried out as part of a coordinated event were slightly more deadly, causing 
2.84 total fatalities on average, compared to isolated attacks, which caused 2.35 total fatalities on average. 

• The average number of perpetrator fatalities among attacks that were part of a coordinated event were slightly higher as 
well—0.39 perpetrator deaths per attack, compared to 0.33 for isolated attacks. 

• Perpetrator of the attack was unidentified for 40 percent of all coordinated terrorist attacks that took place worldwide between 
2000 and 2014. The remaining 60 percent were disproportionately carried out by a relatively small number of perpetrator 
groups. 

• ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750 coordinated attacks during this time period—specifically in 
2013 and 2014. However, this is a conservative assessment because the Global Terrorism Database records the names of 
perpetrator organizations at the time of the attack. Thus, it is important to note that al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI), ISIL’s 
predecessor, carried out at least 400 coordinated attacks as well. Also, 25 coordinated attacks were attributed to the 
Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), another identity previously assumed by ISIL, and several other coordinated attacks were carried 
out by provinces of the Islamic State, including the Sinai Province and the Tripoli Province. 

• Other organizations that have carried out more than a hundred coordinated attacks include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the 
Taliban in Afghanistan, the Communist Party of India- Maoist and unaffiliated Maoists in India, al-Shabaab primarily in 
Somalia and Kenya, Tehriki-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), the New People’s 
Army (NPA) in the Philippines, Fulani militants in Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and al-Qa’ida in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP). 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/153a5a4d4196d800


Targets of Terrorism: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 34. 30
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Target by Business Type

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4

The attacks in Paris reportedly targeted several “soft” targets where large numbers of civilians gather without extraordinary security measures in place. The targets included several 
restaurants, a theater where a concert was being held, and a sports arena where a soccer match was being held. 

The Global Terrorism Database classifies these particular types of targets as businesses, subcategorized as “restaurants/bars/cafés” and entertainment/cultural/stadiums/ casinos.” 
Between 1970 and 2014, more than 2,300 of these types of targets were attacked by terrorists. 

Among the most deadly attacks on these restaurant/entertainment targets were two coordinated attacks targeting tourists at Paddy’s Bar and the Sari Club in Kuta, Indonesia in October 
2002. These attacks, which were claimed by al-Qa’ida and also attributed to members of Jemaah Islamiyah, killed more than 200 people and wounded more than 300 others. 

Later that same month, Chechen rebels attacked Dubrovka Theater in Moscow, holding more than 900 people hostage. After a three-day standoff, Russian special forces filled the 
building with an unidentified gas intended to subdue the perpetrators. The gas killed all 40 perpetrators as well as 125 hostages. Five additional hostages were killed by the attackers 
during a shoot-out. 

Over this entire 45-year time period, the most terrorist attacks against restaurant/entertainment targets took place in Iraq (342), the United Kingdom (167), Spain (131), Colombia (122), 
and France (118). However, nearly all of the attacks in Iraq took place in the 21st century and were carried out by ISIL and its predecessors. 

In contrast, attacks in Western Europe and Latin America were somewhat more concentrated in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, and were most commonly attributed to perpetrator 
organizations like Basque Fatherland and Freedom (ETA), the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the Irish Republican Army (IRA), and 
the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC). 
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Transportation Attacks: 1970-2014: START
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Source: Excerpted or adapted from Erin Miller, “Terrorism in Belgium and Western Europe; Attacks against Transportation Targets; Coordinated Terrorist 
Attacks ,” START, March, 2016, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/153a5a4d4196d800; *A full report on coordinated attacks can be found at 
http://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/START_ParisMassCasualtyCoordinatedAttack_Nov2015.pdf. 

The average lethality of terrorist attacks against transportation targets between 1970 and 2014 was 2.8 deaths per attack. This is 22 
percent higher than the average lethality of attacks against other types of targets (2.3 deaths per attack). 
 Attacks against transportation targets were more likely to be non-lethal (69.6 percent of attacks) than attacks against other types 
of targets (51.8%). However, they were also less likely to cause between one and ten deaths, and more likely to be highly lethal. 
 Attacks against transportation targets caused more than 25 fatalities in 1.6 percent of attacks, compared to 1.3 percent of attacks 

against other targets. 
 The types of transportation most frequently targeted in terrorist attacks worldwide were buses and trains, which comprised 61.6 

percent of all transportation targets worldwide between 1970 and 2014. In contrast, airports represented 6.4 percent of all 
transportation targets, and subway systems made up in 1.9 percent of all transportation targets. 
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Private Citizens and Property: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 35-36. 33
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Source: Hannah Fairfield, Tim Wallace and Derek Watkins, “How ISIS Expands,” The New York Times, accessed August 27, 2015, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/05/21/world/middleeast/how-isis-expands.html?_r=0 35



ISIS “Provinces”

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0, 9.12.15
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Stratfor Estimate of Jihadist Threat: 2014
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Missy Ryan and Hassan Morajea, “In Libya, the Islamic State’s black banner rises by the Mediterranean,” Washington Post, October 8, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-libya-the-islamic-states-black-banner-rises-by-the-mediterranean/2015/10/08/15f3de1a-56fc-11e5-8bb1-
b488d231bba2_story.html
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The Global Impact of Islam: 2010-2050

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015, 
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/. 40
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Global Impact by Region and Key Country : 2010-2050

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015, 
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/, pp. 71, 73 & 74. Projections by country can be found beginning on page 234 of the 
report.
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Public Perceptions of the Importance of Sharia

Source: Pew Research Center, Michael Lipka, Muslims and Islam: Key findings in the U.S. and around the world, December 7, 2015, p. 4.

Recent surveys show (that most people in several countries with significant Muslim populations have an unfavorable view of ISIS, including virtually all respondents in 
Lebanon and 94% in Jordan.

Relatively small shares say they see ISIS favorably. In some countries, considerable portions of the population do not offer an opinion about ISIS, including a majority (62%) of 
Pakistanis.

Favorable views of ISIS are somewhat higher in Nigeria (14%) than most other nations. Among Nigerian Muslims, 20% say they see ISIS favorably (compared with 7% of 
Nigerian Christians). The Nigerian militant group Boko Haram, which has been conducting a terrorist campaign in the country for years, has sworn allegiance to ISIS.

More generally, Muslims mostly say that suicide bombings and other forms of violence against civilians in the name of Islam are rarely or never justified, including 92% in 
Indonesia and 91% in Iraq. In the United States, a 2011 survey found that 86% of Muslims …say that such tactics are rarely or never justified. An additional 7% say suicide 
bombings are sometimes justified and 1% say they are often justified in these circumstances.

In a few countries, a quarter or more of Muslims say that these acts of violence are at least sometimes justified, including 40% in the Palestinian territories, 39% in 
Afghanistan, 29% in Egypt and 26% in Bangladesh. 

In many cases, people in countries with large Muslim populations are as concerned as Western nations...about the threat of Islamic extremism, and have become 
increasingly concerned in recent years. About two-thirds of people in Nigeria (68%) and Lebanon (67%) said earlier this year they are very concerned about Islamic extremism 
in their country, both up significantly since 2013.
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Impact on Middle East and North Africa: 2010-2050

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015, 
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/, p. 154. Projections by country can be found beginning on page 234 of the report.

The Middle East-North Africa region includes 20 countries and territories. Note that Turkey and Iran are 
considered part of the Asia- Pacific region in this report. 
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Terror and Conflict

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 71. 45
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Terrorism and Recent Wars: 2000-2013

Source: Suicide Terrorism | Daniel O. McClellandanielomcclellan.wordpress.com843 × 618Search by image; 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Graph+on+terrorism+in+europe&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj0_6KDltnLAhVBWh4KHcxcBSAQsAQIHw&
biw=1181&bih=994#imgrc=cEgNLNhjjuoq7M%3A
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Deaths by Region: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 37. 47
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Impact of Key Terrorist Groups: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 39. 48
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Countries with Highest terrorist Death Rate: 2000-

2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.

• Ten countries with the highest number of deaths in 2014 accounted for 88 per 
cent of the global total. However, the majority of these deaths have occurred in 
just five countries. As in both 2012 and 2013, Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and

• Syria remain the five countries most affected by terrorism.

• In 2014 these five countries accounted for 78 per cent of all terrorist deaths. 
Four of the five countries had the highest levels ever recorded. Nigeria’s increase 
in deaths is also the largest yearly increase ever recorded.

• Outside the ten countries with the highest number of deaths from terrorism, 
deaths increased by 139 per cent from 2013 to 2014.

• In 2014 there were 4,005 deaths from terrorism in the rest of the world, 
representing 12 per cent of total deaths.

• In contrast, in 2013 there were 1,679 deaths from terrorism in the rest of the 
world representing 9.3 per cent of deaths in that year.
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Afghan Government and Taliban Battle Deaths: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 39. 50
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Number of Years A country Has Been in Top Ten 

Affected by Terrorism

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14. 51
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Global Range of ISIS Attacks (As of 11.16)

Source: Yourish, Watkins, Giratikanon,. Recent Attacks Demonstrate Islamic State’s Ability to Both Inspire and Coordinate Terror, New York Times, January 14, 
2016, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0. 53
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ISIS Attacks Outside Iraq and Syria 

(As of 14.1.16)

Source: Yourish, Watkins, Giratikanon,. Recent Attacks Demonstrate Islamic State’s Ability to Both Inspire and Coordinate Terror, New York Times, January 14, 
2016, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0, and 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL#Foreign_fighters_in_Iraq_and_Syria, accessed 20.1.16.
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Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/ 55

ISIS Terrorist Attacks: 29.6.2014 to 30.9. 2015



Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/ 56

ISIS Terrorist Attacks: July-December 2014 



Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/ 57

ISIS Terrorist Attacks: January –June 2014 
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ISIS Role in Libya: January 2015 

Source: New York Times, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/01/11/world/middleeast/100000004133002.embedded.html?nytapp=ipad&_r=0
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Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/
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ISIS Major Foreign Attacks Outside Iraq and Syria: 2015 - I 

Nov. 13, 2015

Paris, France. at least 132 killed

Decrying an “act of war,” French President François 
Hollande warned Nov. 14 of a possible major escalation in 
the fight against the Islamic State after a bloody siege 
across central Paris that killed at least 132 people, 
wounded scores more and sharply raised the terror threat 
confronting Europe. Read more.

Nov. 12, 2015

Beirut, Lebanon. 43 killed

Assailants in twin suicide bombings targeted a southern 
suburb where many loyalists of the powerful Shiite 
Hezbollah militia live. Hezbollah is fighting alongside Syrian 
government forces against the Sunni-led rebellion in Syria. 
Read more.

Oct. 31, 2015

Sinai Peninsula, Egypt. 224 killed

Russian Metrojet Flight 9268 crashed in the Sinai Peninsula 
in Egypt, killing everyone aboard. Senior Western officials 
said a bomb on board may have caused the crash. Read 
more.

Aug. 8, 2015

Abha, Saudi Arabia. 15 killed

A 21-year-old suicide bomber carried out the attack at a 
mosque. An audio recording from the Islamic State just 
before the bombing said that Saudi Arabia would not 
"enjoy peace" due to its involvement with the U.S.-led 
coalition in Iraq and Syria. Read more.

June 26, 2015

Kuwait City, Kuwait. 27 killed

A suicide bomber from Islamic State affiliate Najd 
Province killed 27 people and wounded dozens more 
in the first terrorist attack in Kuwait in more than 20 
years. The victims had just finished prayers at a 
mosque in a residential neighborhood when the 
bomber entered and detonated his device. Read 
more.

June 26, 2015

Sousse, Tunisia. 38 killed

A gunman opened fire on beachgoers at a resort 
frequented by Europeans in what is widely seen as a 
campaign to devastate Tunisia's tourism industry. 
Many of the dead and injured were from Britain. 
Read more.

June 20, 2015

Sanaa, Yemen. 2 killed

A car bomb at a mosque in Sanaa's Old City killed 
two people and wounded at least six. The Islamic 
State said the bombing at the Qabat al-Mahdi 
mosque was aimed at Shiite Houthis, who seized 
control of Sanaa in September 2014. Read more.

June 17, 2015

Sanaa, Yemen. 4 killed

Several suicide car bombings killed four people and 
injured dozens on the eve of the Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan. Read more.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/string-of-paris-terrorist-attacks-leaves-over-120-dead/2015/11/14/066df55c-8a73-11e5-bd91-d385b244482f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/dozens-may-be-dead-in-twin-suicide-bombings-in-lebanese-capital/2015/11/12/d897528c-8968-11e5-bd91-d385b244482f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/russia-and-egypt-brush-off-british-suggestion-that-bomb-caused-plane-to-crash/2015/11/05/948df81c-834a-11e5-8bd2-680fff868306_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/is-audio-vows-more-attacks-following-saudi-mosque-bombing/2015/08/08/717572e8-3dad-11e5-a312-1a6452ac77d2_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/blast-hits-shiite-mosque-in-kuwait-links-probed-to-earlier-saudi-attacks/2015/06/26/ce8fcc4a-1bf6-11e5-93b7-5eddc056ad8a_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/None
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/yemeni-officials-say-car-bomb-exploded-in-sanaa/2015/06/20/3464ea62-1749-11e5-8457-4b431bf7ed4c_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/saudi-led-strikes-on-civilians-fleeing-yemen-unrest-kill-31/2015/06/17/cdd2c8de-14d0-11e5-8457-4b431bf7ed4c_story.html


Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/
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May 22, 2015

Qadeeh, Saudi Arabia. 21 killed

The Islamic State's first acknowledged attack in Saudi 
Arabia killed at least 21 people and wounded 123 in a 
suicide bombing at a Shiite mosque in the village of 
Qadeeh. Worshipers were celebrating the birth of a 7th-
century Shiite saint. Read more.

May 20, 2015

Sirte, Libya. 23 killed

Islamic State fighters launched a multi-pronged attack on 
Libyan militias. It was unclear who fared better. The Islamic 
State said it seized vehicles, weapons and a military base 
from the militias, but the militias claimed victory and said 
they killed at least 23 Islamic State fighters. Read more.

May 5, 2015

Garland, Tex.. None

Two gunmen, including a man once suspected of seeking to 
join Islamist militants in Somalia, opened fire on police 
blocking their way to a cartoon exhibit and contest 
depicting the prophet Muhammad. U.S. officials suspect 
that the gunmen were inspired by the Islamic State rather 
than directed by it; still it is the first U.S. attack claimed by 
the group. The attack failed and only the gunmen were 
killed. Read more.

April 18, 2015

Jalalabad, Afghanistan. 34 killed

A suicide bomber detonated an explosive vest outside a 
bank, where government workers waited in line to pick up

their salaries. At least 34 people were killed and 125 
injured. If the attack was carried out by the Islamic 
State, it would represent its farthest civilian target to 
date outside the Middle East and North Africa. Read 
more.

April 13, 2015

Tripoli, Libya. 2 killed

The day before a bomb explosion damaged the 
Moroccan Embassy, two guards were killed in gunfire 
at the South Korean Embassy. The Islamic State gave 
no reason for the attacks. Read more.

April 2, 2015

Sinai Peninsula, Egypt. 17 killed

Fifteen soldiers and two civilians died when militants 
simultaneously attacked five Army checkpoints 
across the Sinai Peninsula with grenade launchers 
and assault rifles. Read more.

March 21, 2015

Sanaa, Yemen. 137 killed

Four suicide bombers detonated their explosives at 
two mosques in Sanaa, killed at least 137 people and 
wounded more than 300. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula has carried out similar attacks in Yemen 
but denied the mosque bombings. Read more.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/reports-suicide-bomber-strikes-shiite-mosque-in-saudi-arabia/2015/05/22/467ba936-006d-11e5-833c-a2de05b6b2a4_story.html?tid=ptv_rellink
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/militias-islamic-state-extremists-clash-in-central-libya/2015/05/20/22d506dc-ff17-11e4-8c77-bf274685e1df_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/05/05/report-islamic-state-claims-credit-for-texas-attack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/dozens-killed-in-suicide-bomber-attack-outside-an-afghanistan-bank/2015/04/18/3849f572-e59f-11e4-b510-962fcfabc310_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/islamic-state-claims-responsibilty-for-twin-embassy-attacks-in-libya/2015/04/13/8d315560-e1c8-11e4-905f-cc896d379a32_story.html
http://www.ndtv.com/world-news/islamic-state-egypt-branch-claims-deadly-sinai-attacks-752023
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31989844


Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/
61

ISIS Major Foreign Attacks Outside Iraq and Syria: 2015 - III 

March 18, 2015

Tunis. 22 killed

Two Tunisian gunmen stormed Bardo National Museum 
and killed a security officer and 21 tourists from countries 
including Italy, Spain, Britain, Japan and Colombia. Dozens 
more were injured. Police killed the gunmen. This was the 
first time the Islamic State claimed to have an operation in 
Tunisia. Read more.

Feb. 15, 2015

Libya. 21 killed

A video released by the Islamic State in Libya appeared to 
show fighters beheading Egyptian Coptic Christians on a 
beach in Libya. Twenty of the 21 victims were identified by 
the Coptic Church as members who had been taken 
hostage in December and January in the coastal city of 
Sirte. Read more.

Jan. 29, 2015

Sinai Peninsula, Egypt. 27 killed

Four attacks killed at least 27 people within a few hours in 
the North Sinai and Suez provinces. Most of the dead were 
killed in the bombing of a military base and hotel in el-
Arish. An Army officer died at one of two attacks at 
checkpoints, and a police officer was killed by a roadside 
bomb. Read more.

Jan. 27, 2015

Tripoli, Libya. 10 killed

Five Libyan security guards and five foreigners, 
including an American contractor, were killed when 
masked gunmen opened fire in the lobby of the 
Corinthia Hotel and a car bomb exploded at the gate. 
The Tripoli branch of the Islamic State claimed 
responsibility. Read more.

Jan. 7, 2015

Paris. 17 killed

Two brothers attack the offices of the satirical 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo, killing 10 people inside 
and two police officers outside. Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula claimed responsibility. The next 
day, a man claiming to act in the name of the Islamic 
State killed a police officer at a traffic stop, and the 
day after that he shot four hostages at a kosher 
supermarket. The three gunmen claimed to be 
working together; all were killed. Read more.

Jan. 5, 2015

Arar, Saudi Arabia. 3 killed

Four militants, one wearing a suicide vest, killed 
three guards in an attack at Iraq's border with Saudi 
Arabia. It marked the first time the Islamic State 
directly attacked the Saudi military, and it was the 
closest it came to breaching the border since it 
declared a caliphate in June 2014. Read more.

Source: Staff reports.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/tunisia-vows-to-fight-back-after-brutal-attack-on-renowned-tunis-museum/2015/03/19/6663f968-cdb6-11e4-8730-4f473416e759_story.html?hpid=z1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/video-shows-purported-beheading-of-egyptian-christians-in-libya/2015/02/15/b8d0f092-b548-11e4-bc30-a4e75503948a_story.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/29/us-egypt-violence-sinai-idUSKBN0L22J920150129
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/27/libya-gunmen-kill-guards-take-hostages-luxuy-hotel-tripoli
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/paris-attacker-in-video-claims-he-was-acting-for-the-islamic-state/2015/01/11/96bb55fe-99ac-11e4-86a3-1b56f64925f6_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/is-audio-vows-more-attacks-following-saudi-mosque-bombing/2015/08/08/717572e8-3dad-11e5-a312-1a6452ac77d2_story.html


Missy Ryan and Hassan Morajea, “In Libya, the Islamic State’s black banner rises by the Mediterranean,” Washington Post, October 8, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-libya-the-islamic-states-black-banner-rises-by-the-mediterranean/2015/10/08/15f3de1a-56fc-11e5-8bb1-
b488d231bba2_story.html
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ISW Estimate of ISIS Regional Role: 1.2016 - I



Source: Institute for the Study of  War (ISW), Claire Coyne with Harleen Gambhir, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1529fce344f6fa56?projector=1. 63

ISW Estimate of ISIS Regional Role: 1.2016 - II

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1529fce344f6fa56?projector=1


Major ISIS Attacks and Arrests: 10.14 to 12.15

Source: New York Times:http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0, 9.12.15
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Source: Lead IG for Operation Inherent Resolve, Quarterly report to Congress, January 2016, p. 27, 
http://www.dodig.mil/IGInformation/archives/LIG_OCO_OIR_December2015_rev_TAGS.PDF. . 65

U.S. Official Estimate of ISIL as Transnational Threat: 1.2016

http://www.dodig.mil/IGInformation/archives/LIG_OCO_OIR_December2015_rev_TAGS.PDF


ISIS Major Global Attacks

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0


ISIS Attack Chronology - I

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0


ISIS Attack Chronology - II

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0


ISIS Attack Chronology - III

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0


ISIS Attack Chronology - IV

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0


ISIS Attack Chronology - V

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0


ISIS Attack Chronology - VI

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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ISIS Attack Chronology - VII

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0


ISIS Attack Chronology - VIII

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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AQIM and ISIS/ISIL Deaths: 2010-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 41. 76

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Source: http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/ReducedOperatingAreas0315.pdf

DoD: Iraq and Syria: 
ISIL’s Reduced 
Operating Areas as of 
March 2015

Note: Our judgment as to 
which group has dominant 
influence over a particular 
city is based on a body of 
unclassified sources that 
we deem reliable.

Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant’s (ISIL)
frontlines in much of 
northern and central Iraq 
have been pushed back since 
August.

ISIL can no longer operate 
freely in roughly 20-25 
percent of populated areas 
of Iraqi territory where they 
once could.

These areas translate into 
approximately 
11,000-13,500 square 
kilometers (4,100-5,200 
square miles). However, 
because of the dynamic 
nature of the conflict in Iraq 
and Syria, this estimate could 
be higher or lower 
depending on daily 
fluctuations in the battle 
lines. 

With the exception of its 
withdrawal from ‘Ayn al 
‘Arab 
and Tall Hamis, ISIL’s area of 
influence in Syria remains 
largely unchanged.
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Sourcehttp://www
.defense.gov/hom
e/features/2014/0
814_iraq/

DoD: Iraq and 
Syria: ISIL’s 
Reduced 
Operating Areas 
as of April 2015

The Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant’s 
(ISIL) frontlines in much 
of northern and central 
Iraq have been pushed 
back since August 
2014.
ISIL can no longer 
operate freely in 
roughly 25 to 30 
percent of populated 
areas of Iraqi territory 
where it once could. 

These areas translate 
into approximately 
13,000 to 17,000 
square kilometers 
(or 5,000 to 6,500 
square miles). 

However, because of 
the dynamic nature of 
the conflict in Iraq and 
Syria, this estimate 
could increase or 
decrease depending on 
daily fluctuations in 
the battle lines. 

ISIL’s area of influence 
in Syria remains largely 
unchanged, with its 
gains in As Suwayda’, 
Damascus Countryside, 
and Homs Provinces 
offset by losses in 
Halab and Al Hasakah
Province

http://www.defense.g
ov/home/features/201
4/0814_iraq/20150410
_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Ap
proved.pdf. 78

http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/20150410_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Approved.pdf


Source: IHS Janes, http://www.janes.com/article/56794/islamic-state-s-caliphate-shrinks-by-14-in-2015
79

ISIS Gains and Losses in 2015: IHS Jane’s

The Islamic State’s most significant gains in 2015 came from their advance into western Syria via Palmyra, and the capture of Ramadi’s city centre. Both were achieved in a near 
simultaneous offensive in May 2015, but came at the expense of losing northern Syria to the Kurds.

The Islamic State redeployed fighters from its northern frontline with the Kurds in order to launch the offensives in Palmyra and Ramadi. This indicates that the Islamic State was 
overstretched, and also that holding Kurdish territory is considered to be of lesser importance than expelling the Syrian and Iraqi governments from traditionally Sunni land. In fact, 
geospatial analysis of IHS data shows that Islamic State activity outside areas it controls is heavily concentrated around Baghdad and Damascus, but much less so in Kurdish territory.

Syria’s Kurds are by far the biggest winners in 2015, expanding territory under their control by 186% to 15,800 km2. They have established control over nearly all of Syria’s 
traditionally Kurdish areas, and are the largest component of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), which are being nurtured to form a key part of the US ground campaign against the 
Islamic State in 2016.

The Islamic State’s 
‘caliphate’ shrunk by 
12,800 km2 to 78,000 km2 

between 1 January and 14 
December 2015, a net loss 
of 14%, according to the 
latest estimates by the IHS 
Conflict Monitor team.

Losses in 2015 include 
large swathes of Syria’s 
northern border with 
Turkey, including the Tal 
Abyad border crossing, 
which was the group’s 
main access point to the 
Turkish border from their 
de-facto capital Raqqa.

Other substantial losses in 
Iraq include the city of 
Tikrit, the fiercely 
contested Beiji refinery 
complex, and a stretch of 
the main highway between 
Raqqa and Mosul, 
complicating the transfer 
of goods and fighters 
between the two cities

http://www.janes.com/article/56794/islamic-state-s-caliphate-shrinks-by-14-in-2015


Source: New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/12/18/world/middleeast/Where-ISIS-Gained-and-Lost-Territory-Islamic-State.html?_r=0 80

ISIS Bombings and Assassinations in 2015



Source: BBC,, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034, January 5, 2016; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35352242. January 17, 2016
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Deaths in Western Countries: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 50-5148.

On its own, the September 11 attack accounts for 82 per cent of the total number
of deaths from terrorism in Western countries from 2000 to
2014. The Madrid train bombings which killed nearly 200 people
represents five per cent of total deaths from terrorism, whilst the
Norwegian massacre which killed 77 and the London bombings
which killed 56 account for around two per cent each. These
attacks caused mass panic and are considered serious security
breaches by citizens of the West expecting their governments to
provide protection from such events.
In 2014, in the countries classified as the West, the United
States had the most deaths from terrorism with 18 deaths.
Eighty-two per cent of fatal attacks in the US involved a
firearm where the assailant was an American citizen. Of the 19
attacks that occurred in the United States in 2014, all but five
were committed by individuals. These attacks were largely
motivated by right wing extremism or white supremacists.
There were eight attacks by right wing extremists undertaken
by individuals or people with an affiliation to Sovereign
Citizens, which is a network of individuals that have antigovernment
views. Two attacks were motivated by antigovernment
views and two attacks by anti-Semitism.
Four out of the 19 attacks in the US had a jihadist element.
These attacks were three shootings by Ali Muhammad Brown
who cited opposition to US foreign policy as the motivation for
his attacks, and the hatchet attack of police officers in New
York by Zale Thompson.

Australia, Belgium and Canada all recorded four deaths. The most deadly single attack in these countries occurred in Belgium where four people were killed in 
Brussels when a fighter who had recently returned from Syria and who had ties to ISIL opened fire at the Jewish Museum. The United Kingdom recorded the 
highest number of incidents with 102, however these resulted in no deaths. The majority of these attacks occurred in Northern Ireland and involved the New IRA.
The other countries which suffered fatalities from terrorism in 2014 were Kosovo, Austria, France,  Czech Republic and Albania. Collectively these countries 
accounted for seven deaths, or 19 per cent of the total deaths seen in the West. There were more terrorist attacks in Europe than in North
America, with 222 attacks occurring in Europe which is 89 per cent of attacks in the West. However,  the lethality of these attacks was low with 0.05deaths per 
attack compared to the global average of 2.4 deaths per attack.
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“Lone Wolf” Factor in the West

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 52. 84

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Western Public Concern over Domestic Islamic 

Terrorism: 2005-2014: Pew Trust

85 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 52. 85

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Terrorism in Europe: 2001-2015: START/Economist
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Source:https://www.google.com/search?q=Graph+on+terrorism+in+europe&tbm=isch&imgil=pvEF4Na2oQ7VqM%253A%253BhCYCu_-
LibHxpM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.economist.com%25252Fblogs%25252Fgraphicdetail%25252F2015%25252F01%25252Fdaily-chart-
8&source=iu&pf=m&fir=pvEF4Na2oQ7VqM%253A%252ChCYCu_-
LibHxpM%252C_&usg=__5NwwiP5CDE3pWVkFVzKpl8pTznQ%3D&biw=1181&bih=994&ved=0ahUKEwj0_6KDltnLAhVBWh4KHcxcBSAQyjcIKw&ei=LMnzVvS5FMG0ecy5lYAC#imgr
c=D4EGHr9N8FhHiM%3A
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Victims of 
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Europe: 

19670-2015: 

Huffington 

Post
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Sourcehttps://www.google.com/search?
q=Graph+on+terrorism+in+europe&tbm
=isch&imgil=pvEF4Na2oQ7VqM%253A%
253BhCYCu_-
LibHxpM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%2
5252Fwww.economist.com%25252Fblog
s%25252Fgraphicdetail%25252F2015%25
252F01%25252Fdaily-chart-
8&source=iu&pf=m&fir=pvEF4Na2oQ7V
qM%253A%252ChCYCu_-
LibHxpM%252C_&usg=__5NwwiP5CDE3
pWVkFVzKpl8pTznQ%3D&biw=1181&bih
=994&ved=0ahUKEwj0_6KDltnLAhVBWh
4KHcxcBSAQyjcIKw&ei=LMnzVvS5FMG0e
cy5lYAC#imgrc=BiHAtxMcDXTZ_M%3A

87



Terrorism 

Arrests in 

Europe: 

2007-2014

Economist
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Source: 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Gra
ph+on+terrorism+in+europe&tbm=isch&
imgil=pvEF4Na2oQ7VqM%253A%253BhC
YCu_-
LibHxpM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%2
5252Fwww.economist.com%25252Fblog
s%25252Fgraphicdetail%25252F2015%25
252F01%25252Fdaily-chart-
8&source=iu&pf=m&fir=pvEF4Na2oQ7V
qM%253A%252ChCYCu_-
LibHxpM%252C_&usg=__5NwwiP5CDE3
pWVkFVzKpl8pTznQ%3D&biw=1181&bih
=994&ved=0ahUKEwj0_6KDltnLAhVBWh
4KHcxcBSAQyjcIKw&ei=LMnzVvS5FMG0e
cy5lYAC#imgrc=aTufm1kTIhyMrM%3A
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Terrorism in Europe: 1970-2015: Macleans

89

Source: https://www.google.com/search?q=Graph+on+terrorism+in+europe&tbm=isch&imgil=pvEF4Na2oQ7VqM%253A%253BhCYCu_-
LibHxpM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.economist.com%25252Fblogs%25252Fgraphicdetail%25252F2015%25252F01%25252Fdaily-chart-
8&source=iu&pf=m&fir=pvEF4Na2oQ7VqM%253A%252ChCYCu_-
LibHxpM%252C_&usg=__5NwwiP5CDE3pWVkFVzKpl8pTznQ%3D&biw=1181&bih=994&ved=0ahUKEwj0_6KDltnLAhVBWh4KHcxcBSAQyjcIKw&ei=LMnzVvS5FMG0ecy5lYAC#imgr
c=BjH0mUBDFPunEM%3A



Terrorism in Europe: 1970-2014: START - I

90 Source: Excerpted or adapted from Erin Miller, “Terrorism in Belgium and Western Europe; Attacks against Transportation Targets; Coordinated Terrorist 
Attacks ,” START, March, 2016, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/153a5a4d4196d800 90

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/153a5a4d4196d800


Terrorism in Europe: 1970-2014: START - II

91 Source: Excerpted or adapted from Erin Miller, “Terrorism in Belgium and Western Europe; Attacks against Transportation Targets; Coordinated Terrorist 
Attacks ,” START, March, 2016, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/153a5a4d4196d800

Key lethal attacks in Western Europe before Brussels attacks of 2016:
• Islamist groups conducted coordinated attacks targeting public transportation in Madrid in 2004 and in London in 2005. The 

attacks in Madrid targeted commuter trains, killing more than 190 people and wounding approximately 1,800. The attacks in 
London targeted subway trains and a bus, killing more than 50 people and wounding nearly 800.

• In 2011 far-right extremist Anders Breivik carried out a pair of attacks in Norway against government and civilian targets in which 
more than 70 people were killed and more than 300 were wounded. 

• More recently, ISIL claimed responsibility for a series of coordinated attacks in Paris in November 2015 targeting several 
restaurants, a theater, and a stadium. Combined, these attacks killed more than 130 people and wounded several hundred 
others. 

Pre-2016 Terrorist Attacks in Belgium:
• …some highly lethal terrorist attacks were carried out as part of coordinated events in which perpetrators execute multiple 

attacks simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, typically in a single country or city. 
• 14 percent of all terrorist attacks worldwide between 2000 and 2014, were conducted in coordination with other attacks. 
• On average, individual attacks that were carried out as part of a coordinated event were slightly more deadly, causing 2.84 total 

fatalities on average, compared to isolated attacks, which caused 2.35 total fatalities on average. 
• The average number of perpetrator fatalities among attacks that were part of a coordinated event were slightly higher as well—

0.39 perpetrator deaths per attack, compared to 0.33 for isolated attacks. 
• Perpetrator of the attack was unidentified for 40 percent of all coordinated terrorist attacks that took place worldwide between 

2000 and 2014. The remaining 60 percent were disproportionately carried out by a relatively small number of perpetrator 
groups. 

• ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750 coordinated attacks during this time period—specifically in 2013 
and 2014. However, this is a conservative assessment because the Global Terrorism Database records the names of perpetrator 
organizations at the time of the attack. Thus, it is important to note that al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI), ISIL’s predecessor, carried out at 
least 400 coordinated attacks as well. Also, 25 coordinated attacks were attributed to the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), another 
identity previously assumed by ISIL, and several other coordinated attacks were carried out by provinces of the Islamic State, 
including the Sinai Province and the Tripoli Province. 

• Other organizations that have carried out more than a hundred coordinated attacks include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Taliban 
in Afghanistan, the Communist Party of India- Maoist and unaffiliated Maoists in India, al-Shabaab primarily in Somalia and 
Kenya, Tehriki-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), the New People’s Army (NPA) in the 
Philippines, Fulani militants in Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and al-Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). 

Previous attacks in Belgium:
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Religiously Motivated attacks in EU Countries in 2009-

2014: Europa

92 Source: 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Graph+on+terrorism+in+europe&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj0_6KDltnLAhVBWh4KHcxcBSAQsA
QIHw&biw=1181&bih=994#imgrc=B9q9eLWWoKWukM%3A
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International Terror Attacks Against the U.S. by 

Regions of the World: 1969- 2009

93 93

The RAND Database of Worldwide Terrorism Incidents is a compilation of data from 1972 through 2009.
We are still collecting data, after 2009, however it has not yet been added to the online database, 
http://smapp.rand.org/rwtid/search_form.php.



Terrorism in the U.S.: Total Attacks and Fatalities  

1970-2011

94 94

Source: Washington Post,  April 16, 20134, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/04/16/eight-facts-about-terrorism-
in-the-united-states/.



Terrorism in the U.S.: Total Unsuccessful Attacks
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Source: Washington Post,  April 16, 2013, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/04/16/eight-facts-about-terrorism-in-
the-united-states/.



Terrorism in the U.S.: Location of Attacks: 1970-2011 

96 96

Source: Washington Post,  April 16, 2013, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/04/16/eight-facts-about-terrorism-in-
the-united-states/.



Terrorism in the U.S.: Responsibility for Attacks: 1970-

2011 

97 97

Source: Washington Post,  April 16, 2013, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/04/16/eight-facts-about-terrorism-in-
the-united-states/.



Anti-Islamic Hate Crimes in the U.S.: 1996-2014

98 98

UNB&WR, Lindsey Cook, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Graphs+of+Terrorist+attacks+on+US+2015&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjLvfr
VotnLAhXIbR4KHbRvA_wQsAQIJw&biw=1181&bih=994#imgrc=qS4Yf8WPw6y2cM%3A. 



Method of Attack in U.S.: 1970-2011 
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Source: Washington Post,  April 16, 2013, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/04/16/eight-facts-about-terrorism-in-
the-united-states/.
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Homicide vs. Terrorism

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 29-30. 101
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Deaths from Terrorism vs. Gun Violence –

CNN: 2001-2013

Source: CNNhttp://www.cnn.com/2015/10/02/us/oregon-shooting-terrorism-gun-violence/. 

Using numbers from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, we found that from 2001 to 2013, 406,496 people died by firearms on U.S. soil. (2013 is the most 
recent year CDC data for deaths by firearms is available.) This data covered all manners of death, including homicide, accident and suicide. According to the U.S. State 
Department, the number of U.S. citizens killed overseas as a result of incidents of terrorism from 2001 to 2013 was 350. In addition, we compiled all terrorism incidents 
inside the U.S. and found that between 2001 and 2013, there were 3,030 people killed in domestic acts of terrorism.* This brings the total to 3,380.
.
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Cost of Terrorism vs. Interpersonal Violence

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 64-65.

Costs for terrorism were taken from the portion of security agency costs which are allocated to counterterrorism programs. This is 44 per cent in the US as per Stewart,
Ellingwood and Mueller (2011) and 81 per cent in the UK as per MI5’s budget. The calculation does not take into account the costs from the Department of Homeland 
Security in the US. The costs of interpersonal violence are calculated from IEP’s economic costs of violence methodology. This takes into account the costs of homicide 
and violent crime. The expenditure on interpersonal violence is only a measure of the costs of police. All estimations are converted to per capita terms using population 
data from the IMF.
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Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs. Other Risks: 

Comparative Risk: CNN

Source: Julia Jones and Eve Bower, “American deaths in terrorism vs. gun violence in one graph,” CNN, Updated 5:18 PM ET, Wed December 30, 2015, 
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/02/us/oregon-shooting-terrorism-gun-violence/.

.  

Using numbers from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, we found that from 2001 to 2013, 406,496 people died by firearms on U.S. soil. (2013 is the most recent 
year CDC data for deaths by firearms is available.) This data covered all manners of death, including homicide, accident and suicide.
According to the U.S. State Department, the number of U.S. citizens killed overseas as a result of incidents of terrorism from 2001 to 2013 was 350. 
In addition, we compiled all terrorism incidents inside the U.S. and found that between 2001 and 2013, there were 3,030 people killed in domestic acts of terrorism.* This 
brings the total to 3,380.
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Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs. Other Risks: 

Comparative Risk: Shafer Critique

105 Source: Andrew Shaver, “You’re more likely to be fatally crushed by furniture than killed by a terrorist,” Washington Post, November 23, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/11/23/youre-more-likely-to-be-fatally-crushed-by-furniture-than-killed-by-a-terrorist/.  

.  

You, your family members, your friends, and your community are all significantly more at risk from a host of threats that we usually ignore than from terrorism. For instance, 
while the Paris attacks left some 130 people dead, roughly three times that number of French citizens died on that same day from cancer.
In the United States, an individual’s likelihood of being hurt or killed by a terrorist (whether an Islamist radical or some other variety) is negligible.
Consider, for instance, that since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Americans have been no more likely to die at the hands of terrorists than being crushed to death by unstable 
televisions and furniture. Meanwhile, in the time it has taken you to read until this point, at least one American has died from a heart attack. Within the hour, a fellow citizen 
will have died from skin cancer. Roughly five minutes after that, a military veteran will commit suicide. And by the time you turn the lights off to sleep this evening, 
somewhere around 100 Americans will have died throughout the day in vehicular accidents – the equivalent of “a plane full of people crashing, killing everyone on board, 
every single day.” Daniel Kahneman, professor emeritus at Princeton University, has observed that “[e]ven in countries that have been targets of intensive terror campaigns, 
such as Israel, the weekly number of casualties almost never [comes] close to the number of traffic deaths.”
No one in the United States will die from ISIS’s —or anyone’s — terrorism today.
What accounts for the fear that terrorism inspires, considering that its actual risk in the United States and other Western countries is so low? The answer lies in basic human 
psychology. Scholars have repeatedly found that individuals have strong tendencies to miscalculate risk likelihood in predictable ways.
For instance, individuals’ sense of control directly influences their feeling about whether they are susceptible to a given risk. Thus, for instance, although driving is more 
likely to result in deadly accidents than flying, individuals tend to feel that the latter is riskier than the former. Flying involves giving up control to the pilot. The resulting 
sense of vulnerability increases the feeling of risk, inflating it far beyond the actual underlying risks.
When people dread a particular hazard, and when it can harm large numbers at once, it’s far more likely that someone will see it as riskier than it is–and riskier than more 
serious hazards without those characteristics. For instance, people have been found to estimate that the number killed each year by tornadoes and floods are about the 
same as those killed by asthma and diabetes. But the latter (diabetes, in particular) account for far more deaths each year than the former. In fact, in the year that study was 
conducted, actual annual diabetes deaths were estimated in the tens of thousands while fewer than 1,000 people died in tornadoes.
Islamist terrorism has all three of these characteristics, inspiring excessive fear — surely by design. For instance, the Paris attacks harmed large numbers; its victims could 
have done very little to escape it, since the timing and location of such attacks are unpredictable; and the idea of being shot or blown up by a mysterious set of masked 
extremists is incredibly dreadful.
When we miscalculate risks, we sometimes behave in ways that are riskier than those we are trying to avoid. For instance, in the months following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
millions of Americans elected not to fly. A significant proportion decided to drive to their destinations instead. Driving is more dangerous than flying. And so one scholar of 
risk, Gerd Gigerenzer, calculated that more people died from the resulting automobile accidents than the total number of individuals who were killed aboard the four 
hijacked planes Sept. 11.
Kahneman believes that the news media’s disproportionate focus on cases of Western terrorism reinforces such mistaken perceptions. As he explains in his book “Thinking, 
Fast and Slow,” “extremely vivid image[s] of death and damage” resulting from terrorist attacks are “reinforced by media attention and frequent conversation,” leaving us 
with highly accessible memories of such events. When people who have been exposed to such coverage later assess how likely more terrorism is, such events come readily 
to mind — and so they are likely to assign probabilities biased upward.
America’s panicked obsession with Islamist terrorism is understandable but may skew public policies in costly ways. In particular, a serious public policy problem emerges 
when unsubstantiated fear fuels excessive public spending. More than a decade after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the U.S. government has committed trillions of dollars to 
fighting the war on terror. Certainly, some – perhaps even most – of this funding is warranted.
Consider, however, that federal spending on improving vehicular safety and research for Alzheimer’s and diabetes pales in comparison. Yet traffic deaths, Alzheimer’s and 
diabetes account for hundreds of thousands of deaths each year in the United States.
Whether diverting counterterrorism funding to research in Alzheimer’s and diabetes research would save more American lives depends on the respective marginal benefits. 
But our government is unlikely to objectively evaluate its investments as long as most Americans have outsized fears of the threat of Islamist terrorist attacks.

10
5

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/11/23/youre-more-likely-to-be-fatally-crushed-by-furniture-than-killed-by-a-terrorist/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Causes_of_death_statistics
http://blogs.cfr.org/zenko/2012/02/24/america-is-a-safe-place/
http://www.cdc.gov/dhdsp/data_statistics/fact_sheets/docs/fs_heart_disease.pdf
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/articles/2012/05/23/1-in-5-americans-will-get-skin-cancer-will-it-be-you
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/02/us-usa-veterans-suicide-idUSBRE9101E320130202
http://www.webmd.com/news/20050202/most-dangerous-day-to-drive
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=SHvzzuCnuv8C&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=thinking+fast+and+slow&ots=NRslLE4hHE&sig=N54AshuY8DKNmSaWBSbqgpnUdFQ#v=onepage&q=thinking fast and slow&f=false
http://psycnet.apa.org/psycinfo/1988-14426-001
http://rspa.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/376/1764/17
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/15/4/286.abstrac
http://www.amazon.com/Thinking-Fast-Slow-Daniel-Kahneman/dp/0374533555
http://nation.time.com/2011/06/29/the-5-trillion-war-on-terror/
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/mission/budget/fiscal-year-2014-budget-estimates
http://articles.latimes.com/2014/mar/19/opinion/la-ed-alzheimers-research-funding-20140319
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/~/media/publications/PDFs/FederalSpending.pdf


Now Dated Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs. 

Other Risks: CDC Estimate of Medical Risks

106 Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/jia-lynn-yang
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/john-muyskens
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Now Dated Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs. Other Risks: 

John Mueller, a political scientist at Ohio State University, and Mark Stewart, a civil 
engineer and authority on risk assessment at University of Newcastle in Australia

107 Source: Global Research, The Terrorism Statistics Every American Needs to Hear, 19 May 2014, October 234, 2015, http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-
terrorism-statistics-every-american-needs-to-hear/5382818.  

.  
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Foreign Volunteers

(No reliable estimates 

exist, and most are dated 

and only include ISIS. U.S. 

estimates as of September 

2015 put total for ISIS at a 

nominal 30,000)
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Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - I

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 46. 109

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - II

Source: Vision of 
Humanity. Global 
terrorism Index Report, 
2014 
http://static.visionofhum
anity.org/sites/default/fil
es/2015%20Global%20Te
rrorism%20Index%20Rep
ort_0_0.pdf, p. 46.
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Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria: 2013 to 2015

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 48. 111

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


BBC Estimate of Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria:

No As of Dates

Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

The US Central 
Intelligence Agency 
believes IS may have up 
to 31,000 fighters in the 
region, many of whom 
are foreign recruits.

Figures from the 
London-based 
International Centre for 
the Study of 
Radicalisation and 
Political Violence (ICSR)
and the New York-based 
Soufan Group show an 
estimated 20,000 
fighters from almost 80 
countries have travelled 
to Syria and Iraq to fight 
with extremist groups.

The figures suggest that 
while about a quarter of 
the foreign fighters are 
from the West, the 
majority are from 
nearby Arab countries, 
such as Tunisia, Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan and 
Morocco. 
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BBC Map of Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria:

No As of Dates

Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

The US Central 
Intelligence Agency 
believes IS may have up 
to 31,000 fighters in the 
region, many of whom 
are foreign recruits.

Figures from the 
London-based 
International Centre for 
the Study of 
Radicalisation and 
Political Violence (ICSR)
and the New York-based 
Soufan Group show an 
estimated 20,000 
fighters from almost 80 
countries have travelled 
to Syria and Iraq to fight 
with extremist groups.

The figures suggest that 
while about a quarter of 
the foreign fighters are 
from the West, the 
majority are from 
nearby Arab countries, 
such as Tunisia, Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan and 
Morocco. 
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BBC/Soufan Estimate of Foreign Fighters: 

December 2015

114 Source:: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.  114

A report published in December 2015 by the New 
York-based security consultancy Soufan Group 
estimated that 27,000 foreign jihadists made the 
trip from 86 countries, more than half of them 
from the Middle East and North Africa. Tunisians 
make up the majority of foreign recruits, driven by 
unemployment at home and disillusionment 
following the 2011 Arab Spring uprising that 
toppled long-time President Zine al-Abidine Ben 
Ali.

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034


Washington Post Estimate of Foreign Fighters: March 2016

115

Source:: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/how-vulnerable-is-the-united-states-to-a-brussels-like-
attack/2016/03/22/3a848992-f03e-11e5-a61f-e9c95c06edca_story.html .  115

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/how-vulnerable-is-the-united-states-to-a-brussels-like-attack/2016/03/22/3a848992-f03e-11e5-a61f-e9c95c06edca_story.html


Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL#Foreign_fighters_in_Iraq_and_Syria,
Accessed 20.1.16

Wikipedia Estimate of Foreign Fighters: 1/2016
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Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, Accessed 30.9.15

Wikipedia Estimate of Groups affiliated to ISIS/ISIL: 9/2015
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• Algeria: Wilayat Algeria formed from Jund al-Khilafah after it pledged allegiance to ISIL.   Wilayat 
Barqa formed from the Shura Council of Islamic Youth 

• Libya: Some militants formerly associated with Ansar al-Sharia in Libya also pledged allegiance to 
ISIL   

• Egypt:  Wilayat Sinai formed from the majority of the membership of Ansar Bait al-Maqdis

• Yemen: Wilayat Sanaa formed from a faction of Ansar al-Sharia who pledged allegiance to ISIL.

• Pakistan and Afghanistan: Wilayat Khorasan formed from the allegiance of militants from groups 
based in Pakistan and Afghanistan, including Jundallah, Tehreek-e-Khilafat, the Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistanand dissident commanders formerly associated with Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan.

• Northeastern Nigeria, Chad, Niger and northern Cameroon: Wilayat Gharb Afriqiya formed from 
Boko Haram pledging allegiance to ISIL.

• Chechnya and Dagestan: Wilayat Qawqaz formed from dissident militants of the Caucasus 
Emirate in Chechnya and Dagestan who switched their allegiance to ISIL.

• Palestinian: Militants of the group Army of the Islamic State (Palestinian Territories) pledged 
allegiance to ISIL.

• Philippines, Malaysia: Militants of the group Abu Sayyaf pledged allegiance to ISIL.

• Saudi Arabia:  Unidentified militants in Saudi Arabia – designated as provinces of ISIL.

• Jordan:  Militants of the group Sons of the Call for Tawhid and Jihad (Jordan) pledged allegiance to 
ISIL.

• Lebanon:  Militants of the group Free Sunnis of Baalbek Brigade pledged allegiance to ISIL

• Maldives: The group Islamic State of the Maldives pledged allegiance to ISIL in July 2014.

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL
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Islamic State Related Arrests in the U.S.

Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  119
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  

124

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/adam-goldman
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/jia-lynn-yang
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/john-muyskens
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/


Islamic 

State 

Arrests 

By 

State -

VI

Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia 
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; 
“The Islamic State’s suspected 
inroads into America,” 
Washington Post, December 
18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isis-
suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia 
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; 
“The Islamic State’s suspected 
inroads into America,” 
Washington Post, December 
18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isis-
suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia 
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; 
“The Islamic State’s suspected 
inroads into America,” 
Washington Post, December 
18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isis-
suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia 
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; 
“The Islamic State’s suspected 
inroads into America,” 
Washington Post, December 
18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isis-
suspects/.  
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia 
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; 
“The Islamic State’s suspected 
inroads into America,” 
Washington Post, December 
18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.c
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia 
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; 
“The Islamic State’s suspected 
inroads into America,” 
Washington Post, December 
18, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.c
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FBI Estimate of Patterns in American Hate 

Crimes: 2104 - I

Source: FBI, https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2014/topic-pages/victims_final. 

In 2014, the nation’s law enforcement agencies reported that there were 6,727 victims of hate crimes. Of these victims, 46 were victimized 
in 17 separate multiple-bias incidents.
An analysis of data for victims of single-bias hate crime incidents showed that:

• 48.3 percent of the victims were targeted because of the offenders’ bias against race.
• 18.7 percent were targeted because of bias against sexual orientation.
• 17.1 percent were victimized because of bias against religion.
• 12.3 percent were victimized because of bias against ethnicity.
• 1.6 percent were victims of gender-identity bias.
• 1.4 percent were targeted because of bias against disability.
• 0.6 percent (40 individuals) were victims of gender bias.

Further examination of these bias categories showed the following details: 

Racial bias

Among single-bias hate crime incidents in 2014, there were 3,227 victims of racially motivated hate crime.
• 62.7 percent were victims of crimes motivated by their offenders’ anti-Black or African American bias.
• 22.7 percent were victims of anti-White bias.
• 6.2 percent were victims of anti-Asian bias.
• 4.6 percent were victims of anti-American Indian or Alaska Native bias.
• 3.7 percent were victims of bias against a group of individuals in which more than one race was represented (anti-multiple races, group).
• 0.1 percent (4 individuals) were victims of anti-Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander bias. (Based on Table 1.)

Sexual-orientation bias

Of the 1,248 victims targeted due to sexual-orientation bias:
• 56.3 percent were victims of crimes motivated by their offenders’ anti-gay (male) bias.
• 24.4 percent were victims of anti-lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender (mixed group) bias.
• 13.9 percent were victims of anti-lesbian bias.
• 3.8 percent were victims of anti-bisexual bias.
• 1.5 percent were victims of anti-heterosexual bias. (Based on Table 1.)
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FBI Estimate of Patterns in American Hate 

Crimes: 2104 - II

137 Source: FBI, https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2014/topic-pages/victims_final. 

Religious bias
Of the 1,140 victims of anti-religious hate crimes:
• 56.8 percent were victims of crimes motivated by their offenders’ anti-Jewish bias.
• 16.1 percent were victims of anti-Islamic (Muslim) bias.
• 6.2 percent were victims of bias against groups of individuals of varying religions (anti-multiple religions, group).
• 6.1 percent were victims of anti-Catholic bias.
• 2.5 percent were victims of anti-Protestant bias.
• 1.2 percent were victims of anti-Atheist/Agnostic bias.
• 11.0 percent were victims of bias against other religions (anti-other religion). (Based on Table 1.)

Ethnicity
Hate crimes motivated by the offenders’ biases toward particular ethnicities were directed at 821 victims. Of these victims:
• 52.6 percent were victimized because of anti-not Hispanic or Latino bias.
• 47.4 percent were targeted because of anti-Hispanic or Latino bias. (Based on Table 1.)
• Note: the term anti-not Hispanic or Latino does not imply the victim was targeted because he/she was not of Hispanic origin, but it 

refers to other or unspecified ethnic biases that are not Hispanic or Latino. 

Disability bias
Of the 96 victims of hate crimes due to the offenders’ biases against disabilities:
• 70 were targets of anti-mental disability bias.
• 26 were victims of anti-physical disability bias. (See Table 1.)

Gender bias
Of the 40 victims of hate crime motivated by offenders’ biases toward gender:
• 28 were categorized as anti-female.
• 12 were anti-male.

Gender-identity bias
Of the 109 victims of gender-identity bias:
• 69 were victims of anti-transgender bias.
• 40 were victims of anti-gender non-conforming bias.
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FBI Estimate of Patterns in American Hate 

Crimes: 2104 - III

Source: FBI, https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2014/topic-pages/victims_final. 

By crime category 
Of the 6,727 victims of hate crime, 60.2 percent were victims of crimes against persons, and 39.0 percent were victims of crimes against 
property. The remaining 0.8 percent were victims of crimes against society. (Based on Table 2.) 

By offense type 

Crimes against persons
In 2014, 4,048 victims of hate crimes were victims of crimes against persons. Regarding these victims and the crimes committed against 
them:
• 4 persons were murdered, and 9 were raped. (Concerning rape, data for all 9 rapes were submitted under the UCR Program’s revised

definition. See the Methodology for more information about this and other program changes.)
• 43.1 percent of the victims were intimidated.
• 37.4 percent were victims of simple assault.
• 19.0 percent were victims of aggravated assault.
• 0.1 percent (6) were victims of other types of offenses, which are collected only in the National Incident-Based Reporting System 

(NIBRS). (Based on Table 2.)

Crimes against property
• In 2014, 2,624 victims of hate crimes were victims of crimes against property. Of these:
• 72.7 percent were victims of destruction/damage/vandalism.
• 9.8 percent were victims of larceny-theft.
• 7.9 percent were victims of burglary.
• 5.3 percent were victims of robbery.
• 1.5 percent were victims of arson.
• 0.8 percent (22) were victims of motor vehicle theft.
• 2.1 percent were victims of other types of hate crime offenses, which are collected only in the NIBRS. (Based on Table 2.)

Crimes against society
• There were 55 victims of hate crimes categorized as crimes against society. (See Table 2.) Crimes against society (e.g., weapon law 

violations, drug/narcotic offenses, gambling offenses) represent society’s prohibition against engaging in certain types of activity; they 
are typically victimless crimes in which property is not the object. 
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Homeland Defense Spending by Agency: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Homeland Defense Spending by Agency FY2017

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Spending to Prevent and Disrupt Terrorist Attacks: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf; 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Spending to Protect Critical Infrastructure: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf 143



Spending to Protect Critical Infrastructure: FY2017

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf 144



Spending to Respond to, and Recover From, Incidents: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf 145



Spending to Respond to, and Recover From, Incidents: FY2017

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf 146
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Projected Baseline Spending to 2021 by Function
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Projected Baseline Spending to 2020 by Agency
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Department of Defense Estimates of OCO vs. Base Spending – I

(Cost in $Billions FY2001-FY2017)

Source: DoD comptroller, http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request.pdf 149



Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending and Troops – I

(Cost in $Billions FY2001-FY2017)

Source: DoD comptroller, \http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf 150



Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending – II

(Cost by Category and Troop Strength)

Source: DoD comptroller, http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf. 151



Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending – III

(Mission Breakout)

Source: DoD comptroller, http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2016/FY2016_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf. 152
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Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending – IV

(Counterterrorism Partnerships)

Source: DoD comptroller, Source: DoD comptroller, 
http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf. 
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